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CHAPTER  III. 

• 

Paffage  to  the  coaft  of  America — Find  the  mahi' 
maji  Jprung — See  the  land  of  New  Albion — 
Proceed  along  the  coaft — Fall  in  with  an  Ame- 
rican Veffel — Fnter  the  fuppofed  firaiis  of  De 
Fuca — Anchor  there. 

HAVING  put  to  fea  from  Oneliow,  as  be- 
fore related,  we  ftood  to  the  N.  W.  ciofe 
hauled,  with  a  moderate  breeze  at  N.  N.  E.  at- 
tended by  a  heavy  fwcll  from  the  N.  W.  until  Sa- 
turday morning  the  1 7th  March,  1 792,  when  the 
wind  having  veered  to  that  quarter,  we  made  fail 
to  the  N.  E.  in  order  that  we  might  pafs  to  the 
north  of  the  Sandwich  iflands,  and  be  enabled  to 
fteer  to  the  eaftward,  Ihould  the  wand  continue 
its  northern  dircAion,  from  whence  it  had  lately 
prevailed.  By  noon  the  wind  blew  a  frefh  gale 
from  N.  N.  W.  attended  with  fome  trifling 
Vol.  II.  B  fqualls ; 
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fquulls  ;  our  latitude  was  now  22"  1 0^,  longitude 
190"  17';  the  well:  point  of  Onchow  bearing  by 
compais  S.  Tj/  E.  eight  leagues  dillant.  About 
two  in  the  afternoon  we  difeovcred  a  fpring  in 
the  mciln  mall  on  the  larboard  fide,  about  fix  feet 
below  tlie  hounds.  This  part  of  the  mall  had 
occupied  much  of  our  attention  fincc  our  depar- 
ture from  Teneriffe,  in  confequencc  of  a  fufpi- 
cious  appearance  near  a  rugged  knot,  oppofite  to 
the  place  where  the  defc(5t  now  became  evident. 
We  were  under  an  immediate  necellity  of  getting 
down  the  top-gallant-mall:,  with  every  moveable 
out  of  the  top  ;  clofc  reeling  the  topfail,  and 
lightening  the  head  of  the  maft  as  much  as  pof- 
lible,  until  a  fifli  Ihould  be  prepared  ;  which  the 
carpenters  loll  no  time  in  getting  ready.  A  de- 
fed:  was  alfo  difeovcred  in  the  head  of  the  forc- 
jnall,  above  the  rigging,  which  was  of  lefs  im- 
portance, and  (lid  not  require  any  additional  fe- 
curity  for  the  prcfent.     -,.■.  .  ;  ^_,  .  4., 

At  fuu-fct  Attovvai  bore  by  compafs  from  S.  So 
E.  to  S.  -I.O  E.  and  from  Onehow  S.  4.  W.  to  S. 
J 4  W.  The  wind  remaining  in  the  N.  \V.  we 
itood  on,  and  about  midnight  palled  the  north 
P'jint  of  Attowai  at  no  great  dillancc  ;  though 
the  weather  being  very  dark  and  hazy,  prevent- 
ed our  feL'inijf  tlie  land. 

o 

On  Sunday  the  1  8th  in  the  morning,  we  took 
our  dcpai;:urc  from  the  Sandwich  illands:  Atto- 
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wai  bearing  by  compafs  from  S.  5.  E.  to  S.  30  W. 
10  or  1 1  leagues  diftant.  In  the  afternoon  all  the 
fails  were  furled  on  the  main- mail,  and  we  were 
employed  until  fix  in  the  evening  in  fixing  the 
fifli,  and  fccuring  the  head  of  the  maft ;  when 
the  fails  were  again  fct,  and  we  proceeded  to  the 
E.  N.  E.  The  wind  was  generally  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  north,  with  cool  and  pleafant,  though 
generally  cloudy  weather,  attended  by  a  great 
fwell  from  the  N.  W.  which  indicated  the  wind 
having  blown  with  much  violence  in  that  direc- 
tion. The  main- maft,  after  a  trial  of  fome  days 
in  a  frcfti  gale  with  a  heavy  fca,  not  feeming  to 
complain,  the  top-gallant-maft  was  on  Friday  the 
23d  got  up,  and  the  ufual  quantity  of  fail  car- 
ried. The  N.W.  fwell  had  now  almoft  fubfided, 
and  the  wind  veered  round  to  N.  E.  with  which 
we  ftood  to  the  N.  N.  W.  The  weather  conti- 
nuing dark  and  gloomy  prevented  our  making 
any  obfervations  on  the  fblar  cclipfe  this  morn- 
ing ;  Init  at  noon  our  obfcr\  cd  latitude  was  24^^ 
\:V,  longitude  20y'  0^  ;  ana  :'.;  the  altcrnoon  the 
variation  was  found  to  be  1 1°  5''  caftwardly. 

Our  courfe  was  direded  to  the  eaftward  or 
northward  as  the  wind  veered,  which  was  moftly 
on  the  northern  board,  blowina;  a  moderate  breeze 
with  pleafant  weather.  On  Thurfday  the  2gth, 
in  latitude  2/',  1  got  five  fets  of  diftances  of  the 
moon  and   fun  ;  the  mean  refult  gave  the  longi- 
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tude  214°21^  ir/';  by  the  chronometer  it  was 
213°  40'  30';  and  by  the  dead  reckoning,  211® 
44^  This  error  in  the  dead  reckoning  fecmed 
gradually  to  have  taken  place  fmcc  our  departure 
from  Attowai ;  and  many  of  the  officers  having 
lately  made  feveral  lunar  obfcrvations  with  great 
accuracy,  whofe  mean  refult  gave  from  25'  to  40" 
caft  of  the  chronometer,  I  was  led  to  believe,  that 
our  change  of  climate  (the  thermometer  having 
fallen  from  about  80  to  about  06  fmce  leaving 
the  Sandwich  il.lands,)  had caufed  fomc  accelera- 
tion in  its  rate  of  going.  From  hence  our  pro- 
grcfs  was  attended  by  a  very  fmooth  fea,  and  in 
general  by  cloudy  and  gloomy  weather.  The 
wind  between  N.  by  W.  and  N.  N.  E.  blew  fo 
gently,  that  on  the  /th  of  April  we  had  only 
reached  the  latitude  of  35°  25';  longitude  217° 
24',  by  the  dead  reckoning  214°  42' ;  when  we 
found  ourfclves  in  the  midll  of  immcnfe  num- 
bers of  the  fea  blubber  of  the  fpecies  of  the  Me- 
duUi  Villilia  ;  ih  that  the  furface  of  the  ocean  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  was  covered  with 
thcfe  animals  in  fuch  abundance,  that  even  a  pea 
could  hardly  be  dropped  clear  of  them.  The 
largeft  did  not  exceed  four  inches  in  circumfe- 
rence; and  adiicring  to  tiicm  was  found  a  worm 
of  a  bcautifal  l»]uc  colour,  much  rcfcmbling  a 
caterpillar.  This  worm  is  about  an  inch  and  a 
half  long,   thickefl  toward   the  head,  forming  a 

^  three- 
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thrcc-fided  figure,    its  back  being  the  brocidcO  ; 
its  belly,  or  under  part  was  provided  with  a  fcf- 
tooned  membrane,  with  which  it  attached  itfcU" 
to  the  medufa  villilia.    Along  the  rid!;;c  connet^- 
ing  the  fides  and  back  from  the  ftioulders  to  the 
tail,  on  each  fide,  arc  numhcrlcfs  fmiill  fibres, 
about  the  eighth  of  an  inch  in  length,  like  tlic 
downy  hair  of  infe<Ss,  but  much  more  fubdan- 
tial ;  probably  intended  to  aifill  the  animal  in  its 
progrefs  through  the  water.     This  worm  or  ca- 
terpillar Mr.  Menzies  confidered  to  be  a  new 
genus.     We  faw  alfo  in  the  forenoon  a  bird, 
which  I  took  to  be  of  tlie  duck  or  awke  kind, 
flying  to  the  N.  W.  but  at  too  great  a  diftance 
to  difcover  its  charader.       •   /   .r^vnni     r  J  i.    ; 
Since  our  leaving  the  land  we  had  been  daily 
vifited  by  one  or  two  large  birds,  but  not  more 
at  a  time,  which  we  fometimes  took  for  the 
quebrantahuefTos,  and  at  others  for  a  fpcclcs  of 
albatrofs.     On  Sunday  the  8th,  the  weather  be- 
ing perfedly  calm,  Mr.  Menzies  was  ib  foitunatc 
as  to  determine  this  point,  by  killing  a  brown  al- 
batrofs ;  of  the  fame  fort,  I  believe,  as  arc  found 
in   abundance  about  Tierra  del  Fuego,  dillin- 
guidied  vulgarly  by  the  name  of  ^lother  Cary's 
gcefc,  on  account  of  the  white  rump,  lliapc  of 
the  tail,  &c.  which  refcmble  the  ftorm  petrel, 
commonly  called  Mother  Gary's  chicken.     This 
albatrofs  had  alfo  a  white  mark,  about  the  eighth 
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of  an  inch  wide,  and  two  inches  long,  extend- 
ing in  a  diafjronal  dircdlion  from  the  inner  corner 
of  its  eye  towards  the  neck.  From  tip  to  tip  ot 
each  wing  it  mcafurcd  fcvcn  feet ;  and,  from  tlie 
extremity  of  the  beak  to  tliat  of  the  tail,  three 
feet.  .  .      ,     .- 

The  weather  continued  pleafant,  nearly  calm 
or  with  light  variable  breezes  until  Tuefday  the 
loth,  when  in  latitude  30",  longitude  21 9"  34', 
the  wind  blew  a  moderate  gale,  and  feemed  fet- 
tled in  the  fouthcrn  quarter ;  with  which  we 
made  all  fail,  ftecring  to  the  eaftward.  Not- 
"withftanding  I  liad,  in  cafe  of  feparation  with  the 
Chatham,  appointed  our  next  rendezvous  in 
Berkley's  found,  yet  whilft  wc  were  fo  fortunate 
as  to  keep  together,  it  was  my  fixed  determina- 
tion to  fall  in  with  the  coall  of  New  Albion  as 
far  to  tlic  fbuthward  of  that  flation  as  circum- 
ilanccs  would  permit.     ,   :  ;;».;  .■•>.;     -. 

t  Several  finall  whales  and  grampufTcs  had  lately 
been  obferved  about  the  fhip;  and  this  after- 
noon WT  paffed  within  a  few  yards  of  about 
twenty  whales  of  the  anvil-headed  or  fpermaceti 
kind,  that  were  playing  in  the  water.  The  im- 
menfe  number  of  the  mcdufa  with  which  this 
region  abound?,  may  probably  induce  the  fpcr- 
iTiaceti  whale  to  rcfcrt  hither  in  queft  of  food. 
■Wc  now  advanced  very  plcafantly  to  the  cnfl- 
>vard,  and  gradually   loft  fight  of  the   mcdufa 

■  ••'  villilia, 
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villilia,  vvliich  hau  attended  us  in  the  jrircMteH; 
abundance  over  a  i'pace  of  fcvcn  dcc^rccs  ot'  longi- 
tude ;  and,  as  Mr.  Johnrtone  of  the  Chatham 
paid  particular  attention  to  thcTe  extraordinary 
creatures,  I  fliall  inlert  his  defcription  ot'thcni. 

*•  Thefe  fmall  hluhbers  are  of  an  oval   form, 
quite  flat,  and  meafuring  about  an  inch  and   an 
half  the  longeil  vv'iy  ;  their  under  fide  is   iome- 
what   conca\e  ;  the  edges,  for  near  a  quarter  of 
an   inch   in   width,  are  of  a  deep  blue  colour, 
changing  inwardly  to  a  pale  green  ;  the  fubltauce 
being  much   thinner  and  more  tranfparent  there 
than   on  the  upper  fide.     Perpendicularly  to  the 
plain  of  their  furfacc   Hands  a   very  thin  mem- 
brane,   extending  nearly  the  whole  length  of  its 
longed  diameter  in  a  diai!;onal   direction ;  it    is 
about  an  inch  in  height,  and  forms  a  fcgment  of 
a   circle.     This    membrane,    wdiich   feemcd   to 
ferve  all  the  purpofes  of  a  fin  and  a   fail,   was 
fbmetimes  obferved  to  be  ercd;  ;   at  others  lying 
flat,  which  was  generally  the  cafe  in  the   morn- 
ing ;  but  as  the   day  advajiced,    it    became    ex- 
tended.    Whether  this  was  voluntary,  or  the  ef- 
fed:  of  the   fun's  inliuence,  was  a  queftion  not 
eaflly  to  be  decided.     When  the  membrane  was 
down,   thefe   little  animals  were   colleded  into 
compad:  clufl:ers,    were  apparently  deftltute  of 
any  motion,  and  their  colour  at  that  time  feemcd 
of  a  dark  green." 
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The  w'nd  gradually  veered  round  to  the  S.  E. 
and  E.  S.  E.  increaling  in  its  force,  attended  ge- 
iier.illy  vvitli  a  ^cry  fmonth  ica;  though  fome- 
tirnes  with  a  i;ttlc  fwdl  honi  tlie  wcllward  and 
S.  W.  accuiijpanied  by  cloudy  and  gloomy  wea- 
ther. On  Sunday  morning  the  I6tli,  I  got  one 
fet  of  lunar  dil^.aices,  which  at  noon  gave  the 
longitude  232°  56V;  by  the  chronometer  232^ 
71';  and  by  the  dead  reckoning  22<j"  39':  the  la- 
titude 37°  55\ 

The  wind  at  E.  S.  E.  by  two  the  next  morn- 
ing, increafed  with  fuch  violence  as  to  make  it 
neceflary  that  the  topfails  fhould  be  clofe-reefed  ; 
the  fqualls  were  very  heavy,  with  an  appearance 
of  an  approaching  florm.  No  foundings  were 
to  be  had  with  J20  fathoms  of  line  ;  and  as  I 
could  not  depend  upon  the  lon^^itude  of  the  coaft 
of  New  Albion  under  this  parallel,  we  ftood  on 
a  wind  until  day-light,  when  we  again  refumed 
our  ^ourfe  to  the  N.  E.  with  an  increaling  gale, 
attended  by  thick  rainy  weather ;  which,  by  two 
in  the  afternoon,  obliged  us  to  ftrike  our  top- 
gallant-mafts,  and  {land  to  the  fouthward  under 
the  forefail  and  ftorm  flayfails.  At  ten  that 
night  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  fouth,  blew  a 
moderate  gale,  and  brought  with  it  fair  and  plea- 
fant  weather.  Our  upper  canvas  was  again  fpread; 
and  the  neceflary  fignals  made  to  the  Chatham 
not  being  anfwercd,  and  not  feeing  her  at  day- 
break 
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break  on  Tuefday  the  17th,  wc  abandoned  our 
courfe  to  the  eaftward  to  go  in  Ibarch  of  her. 
About  five  flie  was  fcen  from  the  maft-head  to 
the  N.  W. ;  upon  which  we  bore  down  to  her, 
and  having  joined  company,  we  again  direded 
our  route  to  the  eaftward.  The  iky  being  tole- 
rably clear,  although  the  wind  had  again  put  us 
under  double-reefed  topfails,  enabled  me  to  ob- 
tain fix  fets  of  lunar  diltanccs,  whole  mean  re- 
sult at  noon  gave  the  longitude  50^  to  the  eaft- 
ward of  the  chronometer,  the  true  longitude 
being  230^  8^  and  the  dead  rcckojiing  231°  30'; 
the  obferved  latitude  was  3g°  20^ 

Soon  after  mid-day  wc  paficd  confiderablc 
quantities  of  drift  wood,  grafs,  Tea  weed,  &c. 
Many  fhags,  ducks,  puffins,  and  other  aquatic 
birds  were  flying  about ;  and  the  colour  of  the 
water  announced  our  approach  to  foundings. 
Thefe  circumftances  indicated  land  not  far  off, 
although  we  were  prevented  feeing  any  objed: 
more  than  three  or  four  miles  diftant,  by  the 
weather,  which  had  become  very  tliick  and  rainy. 
Being  anxious  to  get  light  of  the  land  before 
night  if  poilible,  we  ftood  to  the  eaftward  with 
as  much  lall  as  we  could  curry,  and  at  four  in 
the  afternoon  reached  foundings  at  the  depth  ot 
53  fathoms,  foft  brown  fandy  bottom.  The  land 
was  now  difcovercd  bearing  by  compafs  from 
E.  N.  E.  to  E.  by  S.  at  the  diftance  of  about  two 
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leagues,  on  which  the  furf  broke  with  great  vio- 
lence. We  ftood  in  lor  the  Ihore  under  our  top- 
iails  for  about  an  hour,  and  perceived  the  coaft 
to  extend  from  N.  to  S.  E.  The  nearell  fliore 
was  about  two  miles  dillant.  The  rain  and  fog 
witli  which  the  atmofpherc  was  now  loaded, 
precluded  our  feeing  much  of  this  part  of  the 
coall  of  New  Albion.  The  fliore  appeared  flraight 
and  unbroken,  of  a  moderate  height,  with  moun- 
tainous land  behind,  covered  with  {lately  forell 
trees ;  excepting  in  fomc  fpots,  which  had  the 
appearance  of  having  been  cleared  by  manual 
labour ;  and  exhibited  a  verdant,  agreeable  af- 
,  pe6t.  During  the  night  we  plied  under  an  cafy 
iiiil,  in  order  to  be  near  the  land  next  morning, 
Wedncfday  the  18th;  ^\hen,  in  confequence  of 
a  thick  iiaze,  it  remained  obfcured  until  a  light 
breeze  from  the  eallvvard  about  ten  o'clock  gave 
us  a  view  of  the  fhore  to  the  north  caUward,  for 
which  we  Immediatelv  ficcjcd.  The  northern 
extremity  oi"  the  land  bore  bv  compafs  at  noon 
N.  N.  Vv^  the  ncarcft  (iKjrc  call  about  fix  leagues, 
the  land  I  confidercd  \vc  were  off  tlie  preceding 
night  S.  72  E.  about  eiglit  leagues;  and  tlie 
fbuthernmoil;  land  in  fidit  S.  ()0  E.  about  ten 
leagues  diftant.  Tlie  obferved  latitude  was  at 
this  time  'Mf  'if  \  longitude  235'^  4  1''  30" ;  by 
the  chronometer  235".  The  former  was  de- 
duced from  the  mean  refult  of  eighty-iive  fets  of 

lunar 
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lunar  diftances,  taken  by  the  fevcral  perfons  as 
under,  and  reduced  at  noon  by  the  chronometer 
fince  the  27th  of  March,  according  to  its  Ota- 
heitean  rate,  (viz.)  _,      . 

Nine  fcts  taken  by  Mr.  Puget  gave  235''  36'  o" 
Eighteen  fets  by  Mr.  Whidbey        235    49 
Nineteen  by  Mr.  Orchard 
Ten  by  Mr.  John  Stewart 
Seventeen  by  Mr.  Ballard 
Twelve  by  myfclf  - 

The   mean  refult  of  the  above 
eighty-five  fcts 


235 
235 
235 
235 


35 
44 

40 

39 


235     41     30 


This  made  the  chronometer  41' 3o"  to  the 
weft  of  that  which  I  fnppofcd  to  be  neareft  the 
true  longitude  ;  and  from  the  general  refult  cf 
thefc  obfcrvations  it  evidently  appeared,  that  the 
chronometer  had  materially  altered  in  its  rate 
fmce  we  had  reached  thefe  northern  regions. 
The  longitude  of  the  refpe^Hve  points,  head- 
lands, &c.  as  hereafter  ftated,  will  therefore  be 
corre(5led  and  affixed,  by  fubfequent  obfcrvations, 
agreeably  to  the  explanation  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing chapter ;  w  hence,  by  allowing  a  different 
rate  to  the  chronometer,  the  true  longitude  this 
day  at  noon  was  afccrtalned  to  be  230"  25'. 

The  gentle  breeze  of  wind  that  now  prevailed 
appearing  to  be  fettled  in  the  fouthern  quarter, 

favoured 
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favoured  my  wifh  to  purfue  a  northern  courfe ; 
for  which  purpofe  vvc  bore  away  along  the  coaft 
at  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  leamies.  The 
weather  was  delightfully  pleafant ;  and  as  we 
drew  nearer  the  land,  the  Ihore  feemcd  to  be 
perfectly  compad:,"  formed,  generally  fpeaking, 
by  cliffs  of  a  moderate  height  and  nearly  per- 
pendicular. The  inland  country,  which  rifes  in 
a  plcafing  diverllty  of  hills  and  dales,  was  com- 
pletely clothed  with  forcft  trees  of  confiderable 
magnitude  ;  and  thofe  fpots  \\  hich,  on  our  firft 
view,  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  cleared 
of  their  wood  by  art,  were  now  fcen  to  extend, 
generally,  along  the  fca-fide ;  and  their  being 
deftitute  of  wood,  was  evidently  to  be  afcribed 
to  fome  natural  caufe.  They  were  beautifully 
green,  with  a  luxuriant  herbage,  interrupted  by 
ftreaks  of  red  earth.  At  fun-fct,  the  fouthern- 
moft  land  in  fight  bore  by  compafs,  S.  45  E. ; 
a  fmall  white  rock,  not  unlike  a  vcfTel  under 
fail,  clofe  to  the  fliorc,  caft ;  the  neareft  fhore 
E.  N.  E.  four  leagues ;  and  the  northernmoft 
land  in  fight,  which  I  confidcrcd  to  be  cape 
Mendocino,  N.  30  W.  about  ten  leagues  diftant. 
In  this  iituation,  the  variation  by  the  furveying 
compafs  was  obfcTvcd  to  be  1 0°  eallwardly. 

The  night  was  fpent  in  making  Ihort  trips. 
The  next  morning,  Thurfday  the  1  gth,  brought 
with  it  a  return  of  calm  or  light  baffling  winds, 

a  very 
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a  very  heavy  fwcll  from  the  S.  W.  and  fo  thick 
a  haze  over  the  land,  that  the  fhores  were  fcarcc- 
ly  perceptible.  Immenfe  numbers  of  whales 
were  playing  about  us  during  the  morning.  Moft 
of  them  were  of  that  tribe  which,  in  Greenland, 
are  called  finners.  Towards  noon,  we  had  again 
from  the  fouthward  a  moderate  breeze  ;  but  the 
weather  ftill  remained  extremely  gloomy. 

In  dired:ing  our  courfc-  along  the  coaft  to  the 
northward,  we  obfcrved  in  latitude  40^'  2'  longi- 
tude 235*^^  51^  The  mean  variation  of  the  fur- 
veying  compafs,  by  obfervations  made  before  and 
after  noon,  was  15°  eaftwardly.  In  this  fitua- 
tion,  the  northernmoft  land  in  iight  bore,  by 
compafs,  N.  10  W. ;  cape  Mendocino,  N.  2  W. ; 
the  caftcrnmoft  land  in  fight,  S.  Go  E. ;  and  the 
nearcft  (liore  N.  E.  about  four  leagues  diltant. 
In  the  afternoon  we  paifcd  cape  Mendocino.  It 
is  formed  by  two  high  promontories,  about  ten 
miles  apart ;  the  fouthernmoil:,  which  is  the 
highcll,  and  when  fcen  either  from  the  north  or 
the  fouth  much  refembles  Dunnoze,  is  fituated 
in  latitude  40'  ig',  longitude  235"  52'.  Off  the 
Cape  lie  Ibme  rocky  iflets  and  funkcn  rocks, 
near  a  league  from  the  Hiorc.  The  fouthern- 
moft  of  thcfe  from  the  northernmoft  promon- 
tory, hes  S.  Ol  W.  about  a  league  diftant ;  and 
within  it  are  two  rocky  iflets  in  (hape  much  re- 
fembling  hay-cocks.    The  northernmoft  of  them 
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lies  N.  3  W.  dillant  five  or  fix  miles,  nearly  of 
the  fame  lliape  and  fizc  with  the  other,  to  which 
it  is  apparently  connected  by  a  ledge  of  rocks, 
whofe  outermofl:  part  lies  from  the  above  pro- 
montory  N.  38  W.  about  two  leagues  diftant, 
having  a  fmaller  illet,   about  midway,  between 
them.     On  fome  parts  of  this  ledge  the  fea  con- 
ftantly  breaks  with  great  violence ;  on  others,  at 
intervals  only.    The  broken  water  appeared  from 
the  maft-head  to  extend   along  the  coaft,  as  far 
north  as  could  be  diiberncd ;  which,  however, 
was  at  no  great  diflancc,  owing  to  the  weather 
being  ftill  thick  and  hazy.     The  an  hole  of  this 
Cape,  though  by  no  means   a   very  projecting 
head  land,   is  doubtlefs  very  remarkable,  from 
being  the  higheft  on  the  fea-fliore  of  this  part 
of  New  Albion.     The  mountains  at  its  back  are 
confiderably  elevated,  and  form  altogether  a  high 
fteep  mafs,  which  does  not  break  into  perpendi- 
cular cliffs,  but  is  compofcd  of  various  hills  that 
rife   abruptly,    and  are   divided   by   many   deep 
chafms.     In  fome  of  tliefe,  as  well  as  on  fome 
of  the  ridges  of  the  hills,  grew  a  few  dwarf  trees. 
The  general  furface  was  co'ered  with  \cgctablcs 
of  a  dull  green  colour,  interfperfed  in  fome  places 
with  perpendicular  ftrata  of  red   earth  or  clay. 
South  of  the  Cape  the   coaft  is  nearly  flraight, 
forming  only  a  trifling  bend,  to  the  fouthernmoft 
part  we  had  feen.    Its  elevation  is  regular,  it  may 

be 
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be   confidercd  as  high  land,  and  is  apparently 
deep  too,  as  we  founded   without  gaining  bot- 
tom with  120  fathoms  of  line  at  dlftanccs  from 
two  to  five  leagues  from  the  fliore.     This  had 
been  uniformly  the   cafe  fmce   the  evening  we 
firll  favv  the  coaft,  having  no  where  elfe  gained 
any  foundings,   nor  fcen  any  drift  wood,  fca- 
wccd,  or  aquatic  birds,  nor  noticed   any   diffe- 
rence in  the  colour  of  the  w^ater.    Thefe  circum- 
ftanccs  induced  fomc  of  us  to  fufpccl,  that  an 
opening  or  river  exifled  to  the  fbuthvvard  of  our 
then  ilation.     To  the   northward  of  cape  Men- 
docino, the   elevation  of  the  country  appeared 
fuddenly  to  decreafe  beyond  the    rocky  iflets, 
where   it  feemed  to   aiTume  a  moderate  height. 
As  the  day  advanced,  the  v>cather  becoming  un- 
pleafant,  and  advcrfe  to  our  purfuit,  about  five 
o'clock  we  hauled  olf  the  iliore.    The  outermoft 
of  the  funkcn   rocks  on  a  line  w  ith  the  middle 
illet,   bore  by  compafs  E.  by  N.  at  the  diftancc 
of  about  a  league ;  the  main  land,  then  indif- 
tinelly  feen,  from  N.  E.  by  N,  to  E.  S.  E.     In 
this  fituation,  we  had  foundings  at  the  depth  of 
4y  fathoms ;   dark  brow  n  fand.   As  we  flood  into 
the  ofling.we  tried,  at  the  olltances  of  tvvo,  three, 
and   four   leagues  S.  \V.    from   the  rocks,    but 
•gained  no  bottom  at  the  depth  of  SO  and  yo  fa- 
thoms. ... 

The  aalc  had  fo  much   incrcafcJ  Iv  midnit.:ht 
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from  the  S.  E.  as  to  render  clofe-reefing  the 
topfails  neceflary ;  under  which  we  again  flood 
in  for  the  land,  in  the  hope  of  the  wind  abating 
the  next  morning,  Friday  the  20th.  Inftcad  of 
which  it  became  more  violent,  attended  with 
fuch  very  heavy  fqualls  of  rain  and  thick  wea- 
ther, that  we  were  obliged  to  ftrikc  the  top- 
gallant yards,  and  ftand  to  fea  under  our  courfcs. 
In  the  afternoon  the  head-railing  on  the  ftarboard 
fide  was  entirely  carried  away.  This  obliged  us 
to  reef  the  forefail,  and  bring  the  tack  to  the 
cat-head ;  by  which  means,  the  fail  flood  {xi  in- 
differently, that  the  coufequences  attendant  on 
this  accident  might  have  been  very  alarming, 
had  we  had  a  lee  fhore  inflead  of  a  weather  Ihore 
to  contend  with.  > 

The  gale,  accompanied  by  torrents  of  rain, 
continued  until  midnight ;  when  it  veered  to  the 
fouth,  moderated,  and  permitted  us  to  fleer  again 
for  the  land  under  clofe- reefed  topfails.  On  Satur- 
day morning  the  2 1  fl,  our  top-gallant  fails  were 
again  fct,  but  the  weather  was  very  unpleafant, 
being  thick,  \^ith  heavy  rain  ;  which,  towards 
noon,  terminated  in  a  calm  and  fog.  By  our 
reckoning,  the  fouth  promontcry  of  cape  Men- 
docino bore,  by  compafs,  S.  Oo  E.,  1 1  miles  dif- 
'  mt.  In  this  fituation,  no  bottom  could  be 
reached  with  1 20  fathoms  of  line. 

The  fog,  with  calms,  or  light  variable  winds, 
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continued  until  about  ten  the  next  forenoon,  Sun- 
day the  2 2d,  when  the  weather  fuddenly  alter- 
ed, an. I  brought  with  it  a  fine  pleafant  gale  from 
the  fouth.  All  fail  was  now  made  for  the  land ; 
at  noon  the  fouth  promontory  of  cape  Mendo- 
cino bore,  by  compafs,  S.  64  E.,  diftant  nine 
leagues ;  its  north  part,  N.  88  E.  fix  leagues ; 
the  northcrnmoft  of  the  rocky  iilets,  N.  7 1  E., 
five  or  fix  leagues;  and  the  northernmoft  land 
in  fight,  N.  E. ;  the  obferved  latitude  40°  32'; 
longitude  235°  28^  and  the  variation  of  the  com- 
pafs 1 G"^  caftwardly. 

From  cape  Menoocino  the  coaft  takes  a  direc- 
tion N.  13  E. ;  along  which  we  ranged  at  the 
diftance  of  about  two  leagues.  After  palTing 
the  above  iflets,  the  fhores  became  ftraight  and 
compad^,  not  affording  the  fmalleft  (helter  ;  and, 
although  rifing  gradually  from  the  water's  edge 
to  a  moderate  height  only,  yet  the  diftant  inte- 
rior country  was  compofcd  of  mountains  of  great 
elevation  ;  before  which  wxre  prefented  a  great 
variety  of  hills  and  dales,  agreeably  interfperfed 
with  wood-land,  and  clear  fpots,  as  if  in  a  ftate 
of  cultivation ;  but  we  could  difcern  neither 
houfes,  huts,  fmokes,  nor  other  figns  of  its  being 
inhabited.  The  coaft  we  had  pafTed  this  after- 
noon, feemed  to  be  generally  defended  by  a 
fandy  beach ;  but  the  evening  brought  us  to  a 
country  of  a  very  different  defcription,   whofe 
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ihorcs  were  compofed  of  rocky  precipices,  with 
numbcrlcfs  fmall  rocks  and  rocky  iflets  extend- 
ing about  a  mile  into  the  fea :  the  moft  proje(5l- 
ing  part,  which  is  fituated  in  latitude  .11°  8', 
longitude  230"  5^  obtained  the  name  of  Rocky 
Point.     This,  at  fcvcn  in  the  evening,  bore  by 
compafs  N.  1 8  E.  fix  miles  diftant ;  the  nearcil 
Ihore  eaft  four  miles ;  and  the  northcrnmoft  land 
in  fight  N.  0  E.     Wc  fpcnt  the  night  in  prc- 
Icrving  our  fituation  with  the  land,  and  the  next 
morning,  Monday  the  23d,  again  pui;fucd  our 
courfe  along  the  coaft,  which  from  Rocky  Point 
takes  a  diredion  N.  Q  W.     The  wind  at  fouth 
was  light,  the  weather  was  cloudy,   with  fomc 
little  rain.     At  eight  o'clock  Rocky  Point  bore 
by  compafs  S.  40  E.,  five  or  fix  miles ;  the  ncar- 
cft  fliore,  N.  E.  by  E.  three  miles  diftant ;  and 
a  detached  rocky  iflet  N.  18  W. ;  within  which 
we  afterwards  palTed  in  35  to  50  fathoms  water, 
black  fandy  bottom.     This  rock  is  a  high  round 
Ibmp  about  half  a  mile  in  circuit,  apparently 
flecp  to,  and  lies  from  Ptocky  Point  N.  1 1  W. 
diftant  13  miles,  and  about  half  a  league  from 
the  ihore.     When  abreaft  of  Rocky  Point,  the 
colour  of  the  fea  fuddenly  changed  from  the 
oceanic  hue  to  a  very  light  river-coloured  water, 
extending  as  far  a- head  as  could  be  difcerned. 
This  gave  us  reafon  to  fuppofc  fome  confiderable 
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•  A  ircfli  gale  from  the  fouth  permitted  our  fail- 
ing along  the  coalt  within  a  league  of  the  fliorc, 
which  appeared  to  be  delVitutc  of  any  opening, 
and  fmiilar  to  that  which  vvc  had  paiTed  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  bounded  by  innumerable  fmall 
rocks  and  rocky  iflets.  The  face  of  the  country 
may  be  confidered  as  mountainous,  and  did  not 
appear  {o  pleafiiig  as  that  lying  to  the  fouth  of 
Rocky  Point.  In  this  refpedt,  however,  we  were 
able  to  fay  but  little,  as  the  land  was  nearly  ob- 
fcured  by  the  hazinefs  of  the  weather,  excepting 
immediately  on  the  fea-fiiore  ;  which  being  com- 
pofed  of  fteep  rocky  precipices  broken  by  deep 
gullies,  at  a  diftance  would  put  on  the  appear- 
ance of  harbours,  or  breaks  in  the  land.  At 
noon,  we  were  again  in  oceanic-coloured  water ; 
the  obfcrved  latitude  41°  30^  longitude  23.')^  .'iS'; 
and  variation  of  the  compafs  16"  eallwardly.  In 
this  fituation,  the  fouthcrnmoft  land  in  light  bore 
by  compafs  S.  S.  E. ;  the  neareft  fliore  N.  E. 
four  miles  diflant ;  and  the  northernmoft  extre- 
mity in  fight,  (being  a  clufter  of  remarkable, 
rocky  hummocks  at  the  termination  of  a  confi- 
derable  trad  of  low^  level  lr.nd,  that  at  a  diftancc 
feemed  to  be  an  ifland,)- bore  N.  15  W.  At 
the  jun<flion  of  the  low  level  land  with  the  high 
rocky  coaft,  a  lliallow  bay  is  formed ;  at  the 
bottom  of  which  was  an  appearance  of  a  fmall 
barbour  or  opening,  w^hich  bore  N.  5  E.     Here 
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I  entertained  hopes  of  finding  (belter ;  but  the 
number  of  breakers  along  the  Iborc  of  the  low 
level  land,  fomc  of  which  were  detached,  and 
lie  at  a  confiderable  diilance  from  the  coaft,  to- 
gether with  a  ledge  of  rocks  and  rocky  iflets  fccn 
from  the  mafl-head,  extending  as  far  to  the 
wcftward  as  N.  W.,  and  a  {ky  bearing  the  fame 
dull  and  gloomy  afped  as  that  which  preceded 
the  former  gale,  induced  me  to  confider  it  mofl 
prudent  to  decline  the  attempt ;  and  to  embrace 
the  opportunity  of  the  favorable  gale  at  S.  S.  W. 
to  continue  my  examination  of  the  coaft,  in  the 
confidence  of  foon  finding  a  more  convenient 
flielter.  .     « 

We  ftood  off  W.  N.  W.  in  order  to  fail  round 
the  outwardmoft  of  the  rocks,  which  we  pafTed 
at  the  diftance  of  about  three  or  four  miles, 
about  four  o'clock ;  and  again  hauled  in  for  the 
north  fide  of  the  low  level  land.  This  land 
forms  a  very  confpicuous  point,  which  I  named 
Point  St.  George,  and  the  very  dangerous 
clufter  of  rocks  extending  from  thence,  the 
Dragon  Rocks.  The  outwardmoft  of  thefc 
lies  from  Point  St.  George,  which  is  fituated  in 
latitude  41^  46'l,  and  longitude  235°  57^i,  N. 
52  W.,  three  leagues  diftant.  The  rocks  above 
water  are  four  in  number,  with  many  funkcn 
ones,  and  numerous  breakers  ftrctching  from  the 
outermoft,  (fouthward  of  point  St.  George)  to- 
wards 
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wards  the  opening  mentioned  at  noon.  This 
poiur  forms  a  hay  on  each  fide;  that  into  which 
we  ftood  from  the  north  fide  is  perfedly  open  to 
the  N.  W.,  yet  apparently  fhcltered  from  the 
W.  S.  W.  and  fouthwardly  winds  by  the  Dragon 
rocks ;  the  foundings  we  found  regularly  from 
35  to  45  fathoms,  black  fand  and  muddy  bot- 
tom :  when  at  the  former  depth,  Point  St. 
George  bore  by  compafs  S.  33  E.  10  miles;  the 
northcrnmoft  of  the  Dragon  rocks  S.  7  W.  four 
miles  ;  and  the  north  point  of  the  bay,  which  I 
called  St.  George's  Bay,  N.  21  W.  fix  or 
feven  miles  dillant. 

The  furf  broke  with  great  violence  all  round 
the  bay  ;  and  although  we  were  again  in  whitifh 
water,  there  was  not  any  opening  on  this  fide  of 
the  point :  the  ihores  of  the  northernmoll  part 
of  the  bay,  like  the  coaft  of  the  bay  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  Point  St.  George,  rife  very  abruptly  from 
the  fea,  forming  numberlcfs  gullies  and  chafms, 
which  were  covered  with  a  dull  brownifli  herb- 
age, and  produced  little  or  no  wood.  North  of 
the  bay  the  (bores  were  again  bounded  with 
numberlefs  fmall  rocks  and  rocky  illets,  fimilar 
to  thofc  already  mentioned ;  but  the  low  land 
of  Point  St.  George  terminates  in  a  fandy  beach, 
from  whence  the    coaft  takes   a  diredlion  N. 

Not  finding  a  fituation  here  likely  to  anfwcr 

C  3  our 


F^p??" 


i 


22  A  VOYAGE  OE  DISCOVERY  [aPBIL, 

our  purpofe,  wc  directed  our  route  along  the 
coaft  undl  it  was  dark,  when  we  hauled  of?' 
lliore,  and  Tpent  the  night  in  the  offing.  The 
next  morning,  Tuefday  the  24th,  the  north 
point  of  St.  George's  bay  bore  by  compafs  caft 
two  Icap'ues  diilant.  With  a  fiivorable  breeze  at 
S.  E.  and  icfs  hazy  weather,  our  furvey  was  con- 
tinued to  the  northward  along  the  fhores,  which 
are  compofed  of  high  ftcep  precipices  and  deep 
chafms,  falling  very  abruptly  into  the  fca.  The 
inland  mountains  were  much  elevated,  and  ap- 
peared, by  the  help  of  our  glafles,  to  be  tojerably 
well  clothed  with  a  variety  of  trees,  the  generality 
of  which  were  of  the  pine  tribe ;  yet  amongll: 
them  were  obferved  fome  fprcading  trees  of  con- 
fiderable  magnitude.  Although  fome  of  thcfe 
mountains  appeared  quite  barren,  they  were  def- 
ti^tute  of  fnow  ;  but  on  thofe  at  tlie  back  of  cape 
Mendocino,  '.vhich  were  further  to  the  fputh, 
and,  apparently  inferior  in  point  of  heighc,  fome 
fmall  patches,  of  inoyy  were  noticed.  The  fliorcs 
were  ilill  bounde^  by  innumerable  rocky  iflcts, 
and  in  the  courfcj  of  the  forenoon  we  paiTcd  a 
duller  of  them,,  with  fevcral  fiAnken  rocks  iu 
their  vici|nity,  lying  a  league  from  the  land ; 
which,  by  falling  a^^ittlc  back  to  the  eaftw^rd, 
forms  a  fhallow  bay,  into  vvh>ich  we  llcered.  As 
the  breeze  that  had  been  fj  favorable  to  our  pur;^ 
fui^  fip^cc  the,  preceding  Sunday  died  away,  and 


'I    / 


K 


-if> ,. 


1792.]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  2S 

as  a  tide  or  current  fct  us  fad  in  fliore,  we  were 
under  the  ncccffity  of  coming  to  an  anchor  in 
30  fathoms  water,  bhick  fand  and  mud.  The 
latitude  of  this  ftation  was  found  to  be  42"  38^ 
longitude  235"  44^  In  this  fituation,  the  outer- 
moft  rock  of  the  clufter  before  mentioned  bore 
by  compafs  S.  lO  E,  fix  miles  diilant  •  a  re- 
markable black  rock,  the  nearcll  lliore  being  N. 
64  E.  3 1  miles;  a  very  high  black  d'lff  rcfcm- 
bling  the  gable  end  of  a  houfc,  N.  1  E. ;  the 
northcrnmoft  extremity  of  the  main  land,  which 
is  formed  by  low  land  projeding  from  the  high 
rocky  coail  a  confiderable  way  into  the  fca,  and 
terminating  in  a  wedge-like  low  perpendicular 
cliff,  N.  2;  W.  This  I  diftinguilhed  by  the 
name  of  Cape  Orford,  in  honor  of  my  much 
rcfpcdcd  friend  the  noble  Earl  (George)  of  that 
title  :  off  it  lie  fevcral  rocky  iflets,  the  outward- 
moft  of  which  bore  N.  38  W.  ,»  ^  .':  -  li  -:k>^:^ 
Soon  after  we  had  anchored,  a  canoe  was  feen 
paddling  towards  the  (hip ;  and  with  the  greatcll: 
confidence,  and  w  ithout  any  fort  of  invitation, 
came  immediately  aloni»:fide.  Durina;  the  after- 
noon  two  others  vifited  the  Difcovcry,  and  fome 
repaired  to  the  Chatham,  from  different  parts  of 
the  coaft  in  fight ;  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
the  inhabitants  who  are  fettled  along  the  lliores 
of  this  country,  may  probably  have  their  refi- 
dcncc  in  the  fmall  nooks  that  arc  protedcd  from 
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the  violence  of  the  weftwardly  fwell  by  ibme  of 
the  larger  rocky  iflets,  fo  abundantly  fcattered 
along  the  coaft.       '  '     •" 

A  pleafmg  and  courteous  deportment  dlflin- 
guifhcd  thefc  people.     Their  countenances  indi- 
cated nothing  ferocious ;  their  features  partook 
rather  of  the  general  European  characfler ;  their 
colour  a  light  olive  ;  and  befides  being  punctu- 
ated in  the  faihion  of  the  South-Sea  iUanders, 
their  fkln  had  many  other  marks,    apparently 
from  injuries  in  their  excurfions  through  the  fo- 
refts,  poffibly,  with  little  or  no  cloathing  that 
could  proteft  them  ;  though  fome  of  us  were  of 
opinion  thefe  marks  were  purely  ornamental,  as  is 
the  faihion  with  the  inhabitants  of  Van  Dleman's 
land.*     Theii  ftature  was  under  the  middle  fizc; 
none  that  we  faw  exceeding  five  feet  fix  Inches 
in  height.     They  were  tolerably  well  limbed, 
though  (lender  in  their  perfons ;  bore  little  or  no 
refcmblance  to  the  people  of  Nootka ;  nor  did 
they  fecm  to  have  the  lead  knowledge  of  that 
language.     They  fecmed  to  prefer  the  comforts 
of  clcanlinefs  to  the  painting  of  their  bodies ; 
in  their  ears  and  nofes  they  had  fmall  ornamenti; 
of  bone,  their  hair,  which  was  long  and  black, 
was  clean  and  neatly  combed,  and  generally  tied 
in  a  club  behind ;  though  fomc  amongft  them 
had  their  hair  in  a  club  in  front  alfo.     Thcv  v>  crc 
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dreiled  in  garments  that  nearly  covered  them, 
made  principally  of  the  fkins  of  deer,  bear,  iox, 
and  river  otter ;  one  or  two  cub  ikina  of  the  fea 
otter  were  alfo  obferved  amongil  them.     Their 
canoes,  calculated  to  carry  about  eight  people, 
were  rudely  wroug,ht  out  of  a  fmgle  tree ;  thi'ir 
Hiapc  much  rcfembled  that  of  a  butcher's  tray, 
and  feemed  very  unfit  for  a  lea  voyage  or  any 
dillant  expedition.      They   brought   but  a  few- 
trifling  articles  to  barter,  and  they  anxioufly  ih- 
licited  in  exchange  iron  and  beads.      In  this  traf- 
fic they  were  fcrupuloufly  honeil,  particularly  in 
fixing  their  bargain  with  the  firft  bidder ;  for, 
if  a  fecond  offered  a  more  valuable  commodity 
for  what  they  had  to  fell,  they  would  not  con- 
fent,  but  made  figns   (which  could  not  be  mif- 
taken,)  that  the  firft  (hould  pay  the  price  offered 
by  the  fecond,  on  which  the  bargain  would  be 
clofed.     They  did  not  entertain  the  leaft  idea  of 
accepting  prefents ;  for  on  my  giving  them  fome 
beads,  medals,  iron,  &c.   thev   inllantly  offered 
their  garments  in  return,  and  feemed  much  af- 
toniflicd,  and  I  believe  not  lefs  pleafed,  that  I 
chofc  to  decline  them.     The  firil  man,   m  par- 
ticular, gave  me  fome   trouble  to  perfuadc  him 
that  he  was  to  retain  both  the  trinkets  and  his 
garment.        ■     *  -  :'  ;  - .  d/.   'w  .  •    •      -.• 

We  remained  in  this  fituation  until  near  mid'- 
ni[/ht;  when  a  light  breeze  fpringing  up   from 
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the  S.  S.  E.  attended  with  feme  rain  and  dark 
gloomy  weather,  we  weighed  and  flood  to  and 
fro  until  day- light,  Wcdnei'day  the  2oth  ;  when 
wc  dire(5led  our  courfe  round  the  group  of  rocks 
lying  off  cape  Orford,  comprehending  four  de- 
tached rocky  illets,  with  fevcral  dangerous  funken 
rocks  about  them,  on  which  the  fca  broke  with 
great  violence  :  the  outermoll  of  thefe  lies  from 
the  Cape  S.  38  W.,  diftant  about  four  miles; 
wc  pafled  clofe  to  the  breakers  in  foundings  of 
45  fathoms,  black  fandy  bottom.     Cape  Orford, 
-which  Is  fituated  in  latitude  42°  52^  longitude 
235°  35%  at  the  extremity  of  a  low  projecting 
tra<5t  of  land,  forms  a  very  confpicuous  point, 
and  bears  the  fame  appearance  whether  approach- 
ed frora  the  north  or  the  fouth.     It  is  covered 
"with  wood  as  low  down  as  the  farf  will  permit 
it  to  grow.     The  fpace  between  the  woods  and 
the  wafh  of  the  fea,  feemed  compofcd  of  black 
craggy  rocks,  and  may  from  the  maft  head  be 
feen  at  the  dlftance  of  fevcn  or  eight  leagues  I 
but  I  lliould  fuppofe  not  much   further.     Some 
of  us  were  of  opinion  that  this   was  the  cape 
Blanco  of  Martin  D'AguIlar  ;  its  latitude,  how- 
ever, differed  greatly  from  that  in   which  cape 
Blanco  is  placed  by  that  navigator ;  and  its  dark 
appearance,  which   might  poifibly  be  occafioned 
by  the  hazinefs  of  weather,  did   not  fccm   to 
Intitlc  it  to  the  appellation  of  cape  Blanco.  North 
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of  this  cape,  the  coaft  takes  a  direction  about 
N.  1 3  E. ;  and  fouth  of  it  towards  Point  St. 
George,  S.  18  E. 

The  rocky  iflets  which  we  had  fccn  in  fucH 
numbers  along  the  fhore,  ceafcd  to  exift  about  9. 
league  to  the  north  of  cape  Orford;  and  in  their 
ftead,  an  almoft  ftraight  Tandy  beach  prefcntcd 
itlelf,  with  land  behind  gradually  rifing  to  a  mo-: 
derate  height  near  the  coaft;  but  the  interior 
was  confiderably  elevated,  and  much  divcrfified 
both  by  its* eminences  and  produdions,  bcinij 
generally  well  wooded,  though  frequently  inter- 
rupted with  intervals  of  clear  fpots,  which  gave 
it  fome  refemblance  to  a  country  in  an  advanced 
ftate  of  cultivation.       .f   -_..       -  ..j^'    „t  rv.  ...  f    .- 

The  weather  having  become  more  clear  and 
pleafant  at  noon,  cape  Orford  was  vifible  aftern 
nearly  in  the  horizon, .  bearing  by  compafs  S.  1 1 
E.  five  leagues  diftant ;  the  nearcll  Ihore  about , 
a  league  diftant  eaft ;  a  fmall  projccling  point, 
forming  the  north  point  of  a  fmall  cove  oft"  which 
lie  five  detached  rocks,  N.  23  E.,  dlftancc  fcvcn 
miles ;  and  the  northernmoft  land  in  fight,  which 
I  confidered  to  be  cape  Blanco,  N.  2  E. ;  the 
obfcrved  latitude  was  43°  0' ;  longitude  235°  42'; 
and  the  variation'lO^  eaftwardly;  ^  ,  ,,    . 

Having  now  a  fine  gale  from  the  S.  S.  W,  v 
with  fercne  and  pleafant-  weather,  \vc  ranged  ■. 
along  the  coaft.  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  league,.; 
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in  hopes  of  determining  the  exiftence  or  non- 
cxiftencc  of  the  cxtcnfive  river  or  ftraits,  afTerted 
to  have  been  difcovcred  by  Martin  D'Aguilar. 
About  three  in  the  afternoon  we  paffed  within  a 
league  of  the  cape  above  mentioned ;  and  at 
about  half  that  diftance  from  fome  breakers  that 
lie  to  the  weftward  of  it.  This  cape,  though 
not  {o  piojecfling  a  point  as  cape  Orford,  is  ne- 
verthelefs  a  confpicuous  one,  particularly  when 
fccn  from  the  north,  being  formed  by  a  round 
hill  on  high  perpendicular  cliffs,  fomc  of  which 
arc  white,  a  confiderable  height  from  the  level 
of  the  fea.  Above  thefc  cliffs  it  is  tolerably  well 
wooded,  and  is  conneAed  to  the  main  land,  by 
land  confiderably  lower.  In  this  refpedl  it  icemed 
cxadlly  to  anfwer  Captain  Cook's  defcription  of 
cape  Gregory ;  though  its  lituation  did  not  ap- 
pear to  correfpond  with  that  afligned  to  cape 
Gregory  by  thaL  navigator;  our  obfervations  plac- 
ing it  in  latitude  43"  23';  longitude  235"  50'; 
whence  the  coaft  tends  N.  21  E.  About  a 
league  north  of  the  pitch  of  the  cape,  the  rocky 
cliffs  compofmg  it  terminate,  and  a  compacJl 
white  fandy  beach  commences,  which  extends 
along  the  coaft  eight  leagues,  without  forming 
any  vifible  proje<5li^g  point  or  head  land.  We 
failed  along  this  beach  at  a  diftance  of  from 
three  to  five  miles,  and  had  there  been  any  prc- 
je<5ling  point  or  inlet  in  it,  neither  could  have 
*J-  efcapcd 
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cfcapcd  our  observation.  This  induced  mc  to 
conlidcr  the  above  point  as  the  cape  Gregory  of 
Captain  Cook,  with  a  probability  of  its  being 
alio  the  cape  Blanco  of  D'Aguilar,  if  the  latter 
ever  faw  land  hereabouts.  The  difference  in  la- 
titude between  our  computation  and  that  of 
Captain  Cook  was  1' ;  our  oblcrvations  placing 
the  cape  that  dl (lance  farther  fbuth.  This  might 
poffibly  have  been  occafioned  by  the  tempeftu- 
tuous  v\eather  \vlth  which  the  Relblution  and 
Difcovery  contended  when  off  this  coafl,  pre- 
venting the  pofition  of  the  feveral  head  lands 
being  then  afccrtaincd  with  that  accuracy  which 
the  fair  winds  and  plcaflmt  weather  have  enabled 
us  to  allien  to  them.  The  hmd  lecn  to  the  fouth 
of  cape  Gregory  by  Captain  Cook,  and  by  him 
confidered  as  anfvvering  nearly  to  the  Situation  of 
cape  Bianco,  muft  have  been  fome  of  the  inland 
mountains,  which  to  the  fouth  of  cape  Gregory 
rife  to  a  great  height ;  wliilft  the  land  near  the 
fca  fhore,  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
cape  Orford,  was  much  too  low  to  have  been 
fccn  at  the  diftance  which  Captain  Cook  was  at 
that  time  from  it ;  and  it  is  fair  to  prefume,  that 
the  exccffive  bad  weather  led  Captain  Cook  and 
his  officers  to  confidcr  the  extremely  white  fanJ 
on  the  fca  fliore  and  on  the  hills  to  be  fnow. 
With  ui  it  put  on  the  fame  appearance,  except- 
ing where  it  was  interrupted  by  the  clumps  of 
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trees,  and  until  it  was  intlrcly  loft  in  the  foref^. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  of  its  being  miftakcn 
in  vv  inter  tor  fnow  ;  but  as  the  general  tempera- 
ture ol'thc  thermometer  fincc  our  arrival  on  the 
coaft  had  been  at  5{}  and  Oo,  the  error  of  fuch 
conchjfion  was  fufficiently  manifeflcd.    '    -'•'•« 
The  night  was  fjjent  as  before ;  and  in   the 
morning  of  Thurfdaythe  20th,  we  failed  along  the 
coady  which  extended  from  S.  E.  by  S.  to  N.  i 
E. ;  the  land  we  hauled  off  from  the  preceding 
evening,  S.  -40  E.  four  or  five  leagues;  and  the 
neareft  (liore  eaft,  fix  or  feven  miles  diltant.     A 
confidcrablc  increafc  in  the  wind  from  the  S,  W. 
\vith  appearances  of  a  threatening  nature,  made 
fnc  confidsr   it  not  prudent  to  venture  nearer 
than  tvkhin  two  or  three  leagues  of  the  fliore  ; 
which  being  greatly  obfcufcd  by  tlie  hazinefs  of 
the  atmofphere,  prevented  our  feeing  much  of 
the  inland  country.     We  loll  light  again  of  the 
fandy  beaches  and  low  fliorcs,  and  in  lieu  of  them 
we  \\crc  prefented  with  a  llraight  and  compact 
coaft,    compofcd   of   fleep  craggy  rocky   cliffs, 
nearly  perpendicular  to  the  fea,  with  a  retired 
mountainous  country  much  broken,  and  forming 
a  great  variety  of  deep  chafms ;  the  whole  but  • 
thinly  covered  with  wood.     At  eight  we  paiTed 
the  only  projedling  point  from   ca^c   Gregory. 
It  is  a  high  rocky  bluff,  nearly  perpendicular  to 
the  fca ;  againfi  it  the  billows,   that  now  ran 

very 
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very  high,  broke  with  immcnfc  violence.  This 
promontory  I  confidercd  to  be  that  which  Cap- 
tain Cook  culls  cape  Pcrpetua  ;  nr  obfervations 
placing  it  in  latitude  -14"  12^  longitude  230°  5'. 
From  hence  the  coait  takes  a  north  diredion, 
which  we  ranged  along  at  the  dlilance  of  about 
three  leagues  from  the  Ihore,  until  towards  noOn; 
when  having  nearly  reached  the  northern  extent 
of  the  coaft  hereabout  feen  by  Captain  Cook, 
and  the  gale  dill  incrcafmg,  we  clclc-recfcd  the 
topfails  and  hauled  olf  fliore,  until  the  weathef 
ihould  prove  more  favorable  to  the  examination 
of  an  unknown  coaft.  Cape  Foulvvcathcr  at  this 
time  bore  by  compafs  N.  -42  E.  three  or  four 
leagues  dlftant,  and  the  coaft  indiftindly  feen, 
from  N.  by  E.  to  S.  E.  by  S.  The  obferved  la  • 
titude  -14°  42',  longitude  235°  53',  and  the  vari- 
ation 1 8"  caftwardly. 

The  gale  having  a  little  abated,  veered  to  the 
fouth ;  and  the  haze  clearing  away  from  the 
land,  we  again  purfued  our  route,  and  in  the 
afternoon  paifed  cape  Foulweather,  which  is  a 
confpicuous  promontory,  almoft  as  fmgular  in  its 
appearance  as  any  we  had  feen  along  the  coaft. 
A  high  round  bluff  point  projects  abruptly  into 
the  fca ;  a  remarkable  table  hill  is  fituated  to  the 
north,  and  a  lower  round  bluff  to  the  fouth  of 
it.  Our  obfervations  placed  this  cape  in  latitude 
44M9V  longitude  230°  4'.  .  ,     .- 
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From  wpc  FouKvcatlicr  the  coaft  takes  a  di- 
rcdion  a  little  to  the  caitward  of  north,  and  is 
near!}-  a  llralght  and  compa<5l  fliorc,  confidcrably 
elevated,  and  in  general  ilecp  to  the  Tea.  The 
face  of  the  country  is  much  chequered,  in  fomc 
places  covered  vith  a  pleafmg  verdure,  in  others 
Occupied  b)  barren  rocks  and  fand  ;  but  in  none 
very  thickly  wooded.  ^    .  .  - 

Sun-iet  brought  us  in  iight  of  that  part  of  the 
coail  vv'liich  had  been  feen  by  Mr.  Meares ;  its 
northern  extremity  in  fight  bore  by  compafs 
N.  -i\V. ;  cape  Look-out  N.  10  £. ;  the  nearcft 
lliore  N.  3  1  E.  about  a  league  diftant.  This, 
being  a  reniarkably  ileep  blulF  cliff,  flattered  us 
for  lome  time  with  an  appearance  like  the  en- 
trance of  an  harbour  ;  but  on  a  nearer  approach 
the  deception  was  found  to  have  been  occafioned 
by  the  low  land  to  th-.  north  of  the  bluff  form- 
ing a  very  dial  low  open  bay  ;  the  fouthernmofc 
land  in  fight  bore  S.  S.  E.  ;  in  this  (ituation  we 
had  r>()  i'athoms  of  water,  black  fandy  bottom. 

I'lic  night,  which  was  tolerably  fair,  was  fpent 
as  ufual  in  prefcrving  our  ftation  until  day-light, 
Friday  the  27 th,  when  we  purfued  our  examina- 
tion along  the  coaft  with  a  favourable  breeze, 
attended  with  fomc  paffing  fliowers.  Cape 
Look-out  then  bore  by  compafs  eaft,  about  two 
leagues  diftant.  Tiiis  Cape  forms  only  a  fmall 
projcdingpcint,  yet  it  is  remarkable  for  the  four- 
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rocks  which  lie  off  from  it :  one  .A  whiilrtl'pV^ 
forated,  as  defcribed  by  Mr.  Mearcs ;  and  except 
ing  a  rock  paffed  the  preceding  afternoon,  tin  u. 
were  the  firft  we  had  feen  north  of  cape  Gregory. 
From  cape  Look-out,  which  is  fittiated  in  la- 
titude 45°  32^  longitude  230^  1 1',  the  coail  takes 
a  dircdion  about  N.  8.  W.  and  is  plcafingly  di- 
verfificd  with  eminences  and  fmall  hills  near  the 
fea  fhorc,  in  which  are  fomc  fliallow  i'andy  bays, 
with  a  few  detached  rocks  lying  about  a  mile 
from  the  land.    The  more  inland  country  is  con- 
fidcrably  elevated ;  the  mountains  flretch  towards 
the  fca,  and  at  a  diftance  appeared  to  form  many 
inlets  and  projecting  points ;  but  the  fandy  beach 
that  continued  along  the  coaft  renders  it  a  com- 
pact fliorc,  now  and  then  interrupted  by  perpen- 
dicular rocky  cliffs,  on  which  the  furf  breaks  vio- 
lently. This  mountainous  inland  country  extends 
about  10  leagues  to  the  north  from  cape  Look- 
out, where  it  defcends  fuddenly  to  a  moderate 
height ;  and  had  it  been  deftitute  of  its  timber, 
which  fecmed  of  confiderable  magnitude  and  to 
compofe  an  intire  foreft,  it  might  be   deemed 
low  land.     Noon  brought  us  up  with  a  very  con- 
ipicuous  point  of  land  compofcd  of  a  duller  of 
hummocks,  moderately  high,  and  projeditlng  into 
the  fea  from   the  low  land  before   mentioned. 
Thcfe  hummocks  are  barren,  and  lleep  near  the 
fea,  but  their  tops  are  thinly  covered  with  wood. 
Vol.  U.  D  Oa 
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On  the  fouth  fuic  oi'  this  promontory  was  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  inlet,  or  fmall  river,  the  land  be- 
hind not  indicating  it  to  be  ot'any  j';rcat  extent; 
nor  did  it  feem  acccfiible  for  vclfcls  of  our  bur- 
then, as  the  breakers  extended  from  tlie  above 
point  two  or  three  miles  into  the  ocean,  imtil 
they  joined  thofe  on  the  beach  nearly  four  leagues 
further  fouth.  On  reference  to  Mr.  Mearcs's  de- 
fcription  of  the  coall  fouth  of  this  promontory, 
I  was  at  fiilt  induced  to  bcHeve  it  to  be  cape 
Shoalwater,  but  on  afcertaining  its  latitude,  I  pre- 
fumcd  it  to  be  that  which  he  calls  cape  Difap- 
pointmcnt ;  and  the  opening  to  the  fouth  of  it. 
Deception  bay.  This  cape  was  found  to  be  in 
latitude  •lO'' n/,  longitude  23 f/' C. 

The  fea  had  now  changed  from  its  natural,  to 
river  coloured 'water ;  the  probable  conl'cquence 
of  fome  llreams  falling  into  the  bay,  or  into  the 
ocean  to  the  north  of  it,  throuy;h  the  low  land. 
,Not  confidering  this  opening  worthy  of  more  at- 
tention, I  continued  our  purfult  to  the  N.  W. 
being  defirous  to  embrace  the  advantages  of  the 
prevailing  breeze  and  pleafant  weather,  fo  favor- 
able to  our  examination  of  the  coaft,  which  now 
t(K)k  a  direction  N.  J2  W. ;  the  latitude  at  this 
time  was  ■](>"  It';  longitude  230^'  14';  and  the 
variation  of  the  compafs  1  8^'  caflwardly.  In  this 
lituation  v>'c  ba-i.  i^jundings  at  the  depth  of  33 
fathoms,  blucL  fiuicly  bottom  ;  the  northcrnmoll: 
.   /  .  land 
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land  lecn  tVoni  the  deck  bore  by  compafs  north ; 
the  prc»niontory  of  cape  Difappointment,  from 
N.  14  E.  to  N.  32  E. ;  this,  the  ncarcft  Ihorc, 
was  about  two  leagues  dill  ant ;  and  the  fouthcrn* 
moft  land  in  fight  bore  S.  E.  by  S. 

The  country  before  us  prcfcnted  a  moft  luxu- 
riant landfcape,  and  was  probably  not  a  little 
heightened  in  beauty  by  the  weather  that  pre- 
\-ailed.  The  more  interior  parts  were  fomcwhat 
elevated,  and  agreeably  diverfificd  with  hills, 
from  which  it  gradually  defcended  to  the  fliore, 
and  terminated  in  a  fandy  beach.  The  whole  had 
the  appearance  of  a  continued  foreft  extending 
as  far  north  as  the  eye  could  reach,  which  made 
me  very  folicitous  to  find  a  port  in  the  vicinity 
of  a  country  prefcnting  fo  delightful  a  profpedl 
of  fertility  ;  our  attention  was  therefore  earncftly 
direded  to  this  objed,  but  the  fandy  beach 
bounded  by  breakers  extending  three  or  four  miles 
into  the  fea,  feemed  to  be  compLtcly  inacccflible 
until  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  tolerably  good  bay  prcfcnted  itfclf. 
For  this  we  ftcercd,  in  the  hope  of  finding  a  di- 
vifion  in  the  reef,  through  which,  Ihould  admit- 
tance be  gained,  there  was  great  reafon  to  ex- 
ped  a  well  flicltcred  anchorage ;  but  on  ap- 
proaching within  two  or  three  miles  of  the  break- 
ers, we  found  them  produced  by  a  compa6l  reef, 
extending  f  oin   a  low  projecting  point  of  land 
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along  the  fliores  to  ihe  fouthward,  until  they 
joined  the  beach  to  the  north  of  cape  Difap- 
pointmcnt.  This  projcding  point  is  fomewhat 
more  elevated  than  the  reft  of  the  coaft,  and  is 
fituated  in  latitude  40°  40';  longitude  23f»".  Not 
a  little  difappointed,  we  rcfumed  our  route  along 
the  (hores  of  this  pleafant  country.  The  pro- 
jed:ing  point,  at  fix,  bore  compafs  N.  10  E. ;  the 
centre  of  the  bay,  and  the  ncareft  part  of  the  reef 
in  a  line  N.  Of)  E. ;  diftant  from  the  former  about 
feven,  and  from  the  latter,  about  three  miles.  Im- 
mediately within  the  point,  the  interior  country 
is  more  elevated  than  to  tlie  north  or  fouth  of  it; 
rifing  in  gradual  afccnt  to  land  of  a  moderate 
height.  In  refpcdt  of  latitude,  this  point  an- 
fwered  nearly  to  Mr.  Mcares*s  cape  Shoalwater ; 
but,  from  his  defcription  of  the  adjacent  coun- 
try, it  Ihould  rather  appear  to  be  his  Low  Point ; 
and  the  bay  we  endeavoured  to  enter  to  the  fouth 
of  it,  Shoalwater  bay  ;  as  in  it  there  appeared 
two  openings,  the  one  taking  a  northerly,  and 
the  other  an  eaftvvardly  direction.  Mr.  Meares 
likevvife  ftates,  "  that,  with  their  glalfes,  they 
traced  the  line  of  the  coaft  to  the  fouth  of  cape 
Shoalwater,  which  prefented  no  opening  that 
promifed  like  an  harbour;"  thofe  to  the  fouth 
of  both  thefe  points  flattered  our  expedations, 
•until  the  breakers^  extending  acrofs  each  of  them, 
gave  us  reafon  to  confider  them  inacceffibie,  and 
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unworthy  any  lofs  of  time  whilft  accompanied 
by  fo  favorable  a  breeze.  At  fun-fct  we  again 
fhortened  fail,  and  as  ufual  hauled  our  wind  to 
prefervc  our  ftation  until  morning.  Our  found- 
ings were  from  24  to  43  fathoms,  dark  brown 
fandy  bottom.  It  was  calm  for  a  few  hours  dur- 
ing the  evening  and  night,  attended  with  a  heavy 
fall  of  rain. 

The  next  morning,  Saturday  28th,  at  4  o'clock, 
with  a  light  breeze  at  E.  S.  E.  we  again  llcer^d  in 
for  the  land,  and  found  that  we  had  been  materi- 
ally afTctfled  by  a  northern  current.  The  land  we 
had  been  abreaft  of  the  preceding  evening,  now 
bore  by  compafs  S.  E.  fix  or  fevcn  leagues  diitant ; 
and  the  coaft  to  the  north  of  it  ftill  continuing  to 
appear  a  ilraight  and  compadl  (liore,   I  tlid  not 
attempt  gaining  a  nearer  view,  but  paifcd  on  to 
the  northward,  keeping  at  about  a  league  from 
the  land  which  now  took  an  almoll  north  direc- 
tion,  to  a  point  that,  after  the  Right  Honorable 
Lord  Grenville,  I   named   Point  Gjiknvilli:, 
fituatcd  in  latitude  a;"  22',  longitude  2:5.')"  58^'; 
whence   the  coall  ten<ls   N.  N.  W.    laying  off 
point  Grenville  arc  three  fmall  rocky  iflets,   one 
of  which,  like  that  at  cape  Look-out,  is  perfo- 
rated. 

From  hence,  as  we  proceeded  to  the  north,  the 
Goaft  began  to  incrcafe  regularly  in  height,  and 
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the  inland  country,  behind  the  low  land  border- 
ing on  the  fea  fliore,  acquired  a  confiderable  de- 
gree of  elevation.  The  fhores  we  palled  this 
morning,  differed  in  fome  refpcds  from  thofe  we 
had  hitherto  feen.  They  were  compofcd  of  low 
cliffs  rifing  perpendicularly  from  a  beach  of  fand 
or  fmall  ftones ;  had  many  detached  rocks  <J>r  va- 
rious romantic  forms,  lying  at  the  diflance  of 
about  a  mile,  with  regular  foundings,  between 
1 6  and  1  g  fathoms,  foft  fandy  bottom.  Noon 
brought  us  in  fight  of  land,  which  was  confi- 
dcred  to  be  that  named  by  Mr.  Barclay,  Deftruc- 
tion  ifland ;  bearing  by  compafs  from  N.  14  W. 
to  N.  17  W.  ;  the  fouthernmoft  land  in  fight, 
S.  53  E. ;  the  northernmoft  N.  SOW. ;  and  the 
neareft  ihorc  N.  65  E.  at  the  diftance  of  about 
four  miles ;  in  this  fituation  our  obferved  lati- 
tude was  47**  30^  longitude  235^  -K/,  and  the 
variation  of  the  compafs  1 8"  caftwardly. 

In  the  afternoon  the  wind  we  had  been  fo  hap- 
pily favored  with  died  away,  and  was  fuccceded 
by  calms  and  light  variable  breezes.  Thcfe,  with 
a  current  or  tide  fctting  rapidly  in  iliorc,  obliged 
vs  to  anchor  in  2 1  fathoms,  on  a  bottom  of  foft 
fand  and  mud :  the  coaft,  which  now  formed  a 
ftraight  and  conipad:  lliore,  bore  by  compafs  from 
N.  30  W.  to  S.  49  E. ;  the  ncareft  part  of  the 
main  land,   caft,  about  five  miles  ;  Dcftru^ion 
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ifland  being  the  neareft  land  N.  5  E.  to  N.  5  W. 
about  a  league  diftant,  fome  breakers  extending 
from  its  north  point  N.  8  W. 

This  ifland  isfituated  in  latitude  47°  37';  lon- 
gitude 235° -IQ';  and  is,  by  lar,  the  largeft  de- 
tached land  yet  obfervcd  on  the  coaft.  It  is  about 
a  league  in  circuit,  low,  and  nearly  flat  on  the 
top,  prcfenting  a  very  barren  afpc6l,  and  produc- 
ing only  one  or  two  dwarf  trees  at  each  end.  A 
canoe  or  two  were  fecn  paddling  near  the  ifland. 
It  was  a  facfl  not  lefs  fingular  than  worthy  obfcr- 
vation,  that,  on  the  whole  cxtenfive  coail  of  New 
Albion,  and  more  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of 
thofe  fertile  and  delightful  fliorcs  we  had  lately 
paiTed,  we  had  not,  excepting  to  the  foutliward 
of  cape  Orford  and  at  this  j^lacc,  fccn  any  in- 
habitants, or  met  with  any  circumftanccs,  that 
in  the  moft  diltant  manner  indicated  a  probabi- 
lity of  the  country  being  inhabited. 

Notwithftanding  the  lerenity  and  plcafantnefs 
of  the  weather,  our  voyage  was  rendered  exccf- 
fively  irkfomc  by  the  want  of  wind  ;  our  progrcfs 
was  flow,  and  our  curiofity  was  much  excited  to 
explore  the  promised  cxj>anfive  mediterranean 
ocean,  which,  by  various  accounts,  is  fald  to  have 
cxiltcnce  in  thcle  rciiion:?.  The  Icveral  lara:e  ri- 
vers  and  capacious  inlets  that  have  been  dc- 
fcribed  as  dilcharging  tlieir  contents  into  the  pa- 
cific, between  the  JOth  and  48th  degree  of  north 
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latitude,  were  reduced  to  brooks  infufficient  for 
our  veiTels  to  navigate,  or  to  bays,  inapplicable 
as  harbours,  for  refitting ;  excepting  that  one  of 
which  Mr.  Dalrymple  informs  us,  that  **  it  is 
"  alledged  that  the  Spaniards  have  recently  found 
*' an  entrance  in  the  latitude  of  47°  45^  north, 
**  which  in  27  days  courfe  brought  tlicm  to  the 
"  vicinity  of  Hudfon's  bay  ;  this  latitude  exa(!:l:ly 
"  correfponds  to  the  ancient  relation  of  John  Dc 
"  Fuca,  the  Greek  pilot,  in  1592."*  This  inlet 
could  be  now  only  ten  miles  from  us ;  and  ano- 
ther that  had  been  vifited  by  Mr.  Mcares  and 
other  traders  on  the  coaft,  was  not  more  than  20 
leagues  diftant.  We  had  been  extremely  fortu- 
nate in  the  favorable  winds  that  had  attended 
MS  along  this  coaft,  and  their  abfcncc  at  this  junc- 
ture made  us  impatient  for  their  return.  Our 
anxiety  was,  however,  of  no  long  duration ;  as 
by  three  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning  the  2Qth, 
we  were  indulged  with  a  pleaflmt  breeze,  with 
which  at  day-light  we  weighed  and  ftood  along 
the  ihorc  to  the  N.  W.  Whilfl  at  anchor  we 
found  a  conftant  current,  without  intcrmifiion, 
fctting  in  the  line  of  the  coaft  to  the  northward, 
at  an  uniform  rate  of  near  half  a  league  per  hour. 
Since  we  had  pafTed  cape  Or  ford,  we  had  been 
regularly  thus  affedled,  and  carried  further  to  the 


*  Vide  Mr.  Dalrympk's  plan  for  promoting  the  fur  trade.  Sec 
p.  21,   1799. 
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north  by  ten  or  twelve  miles  per  day  than  wc  ex- 
peeled. 

At  four  o'clock,  a  fail  was  difcovercd  to  the 
weftward  Handing  in  Ihore.     This  was  a  very 
great  novelty,  not  having  fcen  any  veffcl  but  our 
confort,  during  the  lall  eight  months.    She  foon 
hoifted  American  colours,  and  fired  a  gun  to  lee- 
ward.    At  fix  we  fpoke  her.     She  proved  to  be 
the  lliip  Columbia,  commanded  by  Mr.  Robert 
Gray,  belonging   to   Bofton,    whence    (he  had 
been    abfent  nineteen   months.      Having   little 
doubt  of  his  being  the  fame  perfon  who  had  for- 
merly commanded  the  iloop  Wafliington,  I  de^ 
fired  he  would  bring  to,  and  fent  Mr.  Puget  and 
Mr.  Menzies  on  board  to  acquire  i'uch  iutbrma- 
tion  as  might  be  ferviccablc  in  our  future  opera- 
tions. 

The  mofl  remarkable  mountain  we  had  feen 
on  the  coall;  of  New  Albion,  now  prefented  it- 
fclf.     Its  fummit,  covered  with   eternal  fnow, 
was  divided  into  a  very  elegant  double  fork,  and 
rofe  conl'picuoufly  fiom  a  bafc  of  lofty  moun- 
tains clothed   in  the   fimc  manner,  which  de- 
fcended  gradually  to  hills  of  a  moderate  height 
and  terminated  like  that  we  had  feen  the  pre- 
ceding day,  in  low  cliifs  falling  perpendicularly 
on   a  limdy   beach ;  off  which   were    fcattcred 
many  rocks  and  rocky  iflets  of  various  forms  and 
fizes.     This  was  generally  confidered,  though  it 
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was  not  confirmed  by  its  hititucle,  to  be  the 
mount  Olvmnns  of  Mr.  Mcarcs ;  it  bcins:  the 
only  confpicuous  mountain  wc  had  oblbrvcd  on 
the  part  of  the  coaft  he  had  vifitcd.  Mount 
Olympus  is  placed  in  latitude  4/°  10^;  whereas 
our  latitude  now  was  4/"  38^:  and  as  this  moun- 
tain bore  N.  55  E.  it  muft  conicquently  be  to  the 
north  of  us  ;  although  v\  e  were  unable  to  deter- 
mine  its  prccifc  fiiuation,by  the  thick  hazy  wea- 
ther which  ihortly  fuccccded. 

On  the  return  of  the  boat,  we  found  our  con- 
jc6lures  had  not  been  ill  grounded,  that  this  was 
the  fame  ccntlcman  who  had  commanded  tlic 
Hoop  Wafliington  at  the  time,  wc  are  informed, 
file  had  made  a  very  fmgular  voyage  behind 
Nootkci.  It  wa:5  not  a  little  remarkable  that,  on 
our  approach  to  the  entrance  of  this  inland  fea, 
we  fliould  fall  in  with  the  identical  perfon  who, 
it  had  been  ftatcd,  had  failed  through  it.  His 
relation,  however,  diflered  very  materially  from 
that  publilhcd  in  England.  It  is  not  poffible  to 
conceive  any  one  to  be  more  afconilhcd  tlian  was 
Mr.  Gray,  on  his  being  made  acquainted,  that 
his  authority  had  been  quoted,  and  the  track 
pointed  out  that  lie  had  been  faid  to  have  made 
in  the  iloop  W^afifmgton.  In  contradidion  to 
which,  he  affurcd  the  officers,  that  he  had  pe- 
netrated oiily  oO  niiles  into  the  ftraits  in  quef- 
tion,  in  an  E.  S.  E.  direction  ;  that  he  found  the 
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palTagc  five  leagues  wide ;  and  that  lie  underftood 
iVoin  the  nati\es,  that  the  opening  extended  a 
conliderable  diftance  to  the  northward  ;  that  this 
was  all  the  information  he  had  acquired  refpedt- 
ing  this  inland  lea,  and  that  he  returned  into  the 
ocean  by  the  fame  way  he  hud  entered.  The 
inlet  he  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  that  De  Fuca 
had  difcovered,  which  opinion  lecmed  to  be  uni- 
verfally  received  by  all  the  molcrn  vifiters.  He 
likewife  informed  them  of  his  having;  been  off  the 
mouth  of  a  river  in  the  latitude  of  10°  10^  where 
the  outfct,  or  reflux,  was  fo  ftrong  as  to  prevent 
his  entering  for  nine  days.  This  was,  probably, 
the  opening  palled  by  us  on  the  forenoon  of 
the  27th  ;  and  was,  apparently,  inacceffible,  not 
from  the  current,  but  from  the  breakers  that  ex- 
tended acrofs  it.  He  had  alfo  entered  another 
inlet  to  the  northward,  in  latitude  .'>l|°;  in 
which  he  had  failed  to  the  latitude  of  r)0°,  with- 
out difcovering  its  termination.  The  fouth  point 
of  entrance  into  Dc  Fuca's  flralts  he  ilated  to  be 
in  '^18'^  2-1'',  and  conceived  our  diilance  from  it  to 
be  about  eight  leagues.  The  laft  winter  he  had 
fpent  in  port  Cox,  or,  as  the  natives  call  it,  Clayo- 
quot,  from  whence  he  had  lailed  but  a  few  days. 
During  the  winter  he  had  built  a  fmall  veflel,  i: 
which  he  had  difpatched  a  mate  and  ten  mei 
to  barter  for  furs  on  Queen  Charlotte's  iflands, 
and  was  himfelf  now  commencing  his  fummer's 
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trade  along  the  coalt  to  tlic  fouthvvard.  VVhllft 
he  remained  at  Clayocjuot,  IVicatuni'ifJi,  the  chief 
of  that  dillrid,  had  concerted  a  plan  to  capture 
his  fliip,  by  bribing  a  native  of  Owhyhec,  \\  horn 
Mr.  Gray  had  with  him,  to  wet  the  priming  of 
all  the  fire-arms  on  board,  which  were  conftantiy 
kept  loaded  ;  upon  which  the  chief  would  cafily 
have  overpowered  the  flap's  crew,  by  a  number 
of  daring  Indians  who  were  aflembled  for  that 
purpofe.  This  proje^^l  was  happily  difcovered, 
and  the  Americans  being  on  their  guard  the  fatal 
effects  of  the  enterprize  were  prevented. 

Having  obtained  this  information,  our  courfe 
was  again  direded  along  the  coait  tc  the  north- 
ward. It  continued  to  increafe  in  height  as  we 
advanced,  wath  numberlefs  detached  rocky  iflets^ 
amongil  which  were  many  funkcn  rocks,  extend- 
ing in  fome  places  a  league  from  the  fhorc.  As 
we  paiTed  the  outermofl  of  thefe  rocks  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  mile,  we  plainly  diflinguilhed  the 
fbuth  point  of  entrance  into  De  Fuca's  flraits, 
bearing  by  compals  N.  8  W. :  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  ftraits,  though  indifi:in<5lly  fccn  in  confc- 
quence  of  the  haze,  plainly  indicated  an  opening 
of  confiderable  extent.  The  thick  rainy  weather 
permitted  us  to  fee  little  of  the  country,  yet  wc 
WTre  enabled  to  afcertain  thc.t  this  coafl,  like  that 
which  we  had  hitherto  explored  from  cape  Men- 
docino, was  firm  and  compact,  without  any  open- 
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ing  into  the  mediterranean  fea,  as  ftated  in  lati- 
tude 47^  45^;  or  the  leafl  appearance  of  a  fafe  or 
fccure  harbour,  either  in  that  latitude,  or.  from 
it  fouthward  to  cape  Mendocino  ;  notwithftand- 
ing  that,  in  that  fpace,  geographers  have  thought 
it  expedient  to  furnifli  many.  Thofe,  however, 
who  from  fuch  ideal  reports  may  be  induced  t< 
navigate,  in  the  confidence  of  meeting  fuch  reforts 
tor  llielter  or  rcfrefliment,  will,  it  is  greatly  to  be 
apprehended,  be  led  into  confidcrable  error,  and 
experience  like  myfelf  no  fmall  degree  of  mor- 
tification. .     .,  ,  ; 

We  now  faw  fevcral  villages  fcattercd  along 
the  fliore,  whofe  inhabitants  came  off  for  the  pur- 
pofc,  as  we  fuppofed,  of  trading  ;  as  the  Colum- 
bia brought  to  for  a  fhort  time,  and  again  made 
all  the  fail  flie  could  after  us ;  which  led  us  to 
conjedure,  that  Mr.  Gray  had  not  been  perfe^ly 
fatisfied  with  the  account  given  by  our  officers, 
and  fufpe6ted  that  our  objed:  was  of  a  commer- 
cial nature  like  his  own,  as  he  had  informed  our 
gentlemen  that  he  was  immediately  going  a  con- 
fidcrable way  to  the  fouthward.  We  were,  at 
this  time,  within  two  or  three  miles  of  the  Ihore  ; 
the  wind  blew  a  frefh  gale,  attended  with  thick 
rainy  weather  from  the  E.  S.  E.  But  as  it  was 
favourable  for  entering  this  inlet,  we  were  eager 
to  embrace  the  opportunity  it  afforded,  and  Ihor- 
tencd  fall  that  the  Chatham  mliiht  take  the  lead. 
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About   noon,    wc  reached   its   fouth  entrance, 
which  I  undciftand  the  natives  diftinguilh  by  the 
name  of  ClalTct*';  it  is  a  projecting  and  confpl- 
cuous  promontory ;  and  bore,  by  compafs,  tVoni 
N.  50  E.  to  N.  3(j  E.  diftant  from  its  nearcft  part 
about  two  miles.     Tatooche's  ifland,  united  to 
the  proiiiontory  by  a  ledge  of  rocks  over  v»'hich 
the  fea  violently  breaks,  bore  from   N.  1 7  E.  to 
N.  30  E, ;  and  the  rock  lying  off  the  ifland,  as 
defcribed  by  Mr.  Duncan  in  his  excellent  fkctch 
of  the  entrance  into  this  inlet,  N.  I4  E.     In  the 
latitude,  however,  there  appears  to  be  an  error  of 
ten  miles;  wliich,  from  Mr.  Duncan's  accuracy 
in  other  refpecSs,  I  was  induced  to  attribute  to 
the  prefs.     The  fouth  entrance  is  by  him  ftated 
to  be  in  48°  3/^;  whereas,  by  our  run,  and  mak- 
ing every  allowance,  we  could  not  place  it  fo  far 
north  as  Mr.  Gray.     No  great  violence  of  tide 
was  experienced ;  nor  did  we  obferve   the  Pin- 
nacle rock,  as  reprefented  by  Mr.  Mcares  and  Mr. 
Dalrymple,  in  order  to  identify  thefe  as  De  Fuca's 
ftraits,  or  any  other  rock  more  confpicuous  than 
thoufimds  along  the  coaft,  varying  in  form   and 
iize  ;  fome  conical,  others  with  flat  fides,  flat  tops, 
and  almoft  every  other  (liape  that  can  be  figured 
by  the  imagination. 

We  followed  the  Chatham  between  Tatooche's 
iiland  and  the  rock,  hauling  to  the  call: ward  along 

*  Cape  Flattery. 

'the 


V 


J79'2.]  UOUND  THK   WORLD.  A*f 

the  fouthcrn  Ihore  of  the  fuppolc  J  ftraits  of  Dc 
Fuca.    This  rock,  which  rifcs  juft  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water,  and  over  which  the  furf  breaks 
with  threat  violence,  I  called  llocK  Duncan, 
in  commemoration  of  that  gentleman's  difcovery. 
It  is  fituated,   as  he   reprcfcnts,   about  N.  L'o  K, 
nearly  half  a  league  fromTatooche's  ifland;  form- 
ing a  palfage,  to  all  appearance,  perfcdly  clear. 
The  illand  of  Tatooche  is  of  an  oblong  fliape, 
lying   nearly   in    a  N.  W.  and    S.  IC.  dire(!:lion, 
about  half  a  league  in  circuit,  bearing  a  verdant 
and   fertile  appearance,    without  any  trees.     On 
the  eaft  lidc  is  a  cove  which  nearly  divides  the 
ifland  into  two  parts ;  the  upper  part  of  the  cliff 
in  the  centre  of  the  cove,  had  the  appearance  of 
having  been  feparated  by  art  for  the  protection 
or  convcnicncy  of  the  village  there  fituated  ;  and 
has  a  communication  from  cliff  to  cliff  above 
the  boufcs  of  the  village  by  a  bridge  or  caufeway, 
over  u  hich  the  inhabitants  were  fjen  j)affing  and 
rcpaffing.     On  the  beach  were  fcen  fevcral  ca- 
noes, and  fome  of  them  would  moll  probably 
have  vifited  us,  had  we  thought  proper  to  fliorteii 
fail.     This  promontory,   though  not  greatly  ele- 
vated, rifes  very  abruptly  from  the  lea  in  ffccp 
barren  cliffs ;  above  thefc  it  fcems  well  vvoodjd  ; 
but  the  bcidncfs  of  the  w«ather  tl).at  oblctired  the 
adjacent  country,  prevented  alfa  our  aicertaining 
its  lituation.     From  the  north- weft  part  of  Ta- 
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toochc's  idand,  which  bears  from  the  north  point 
of  the  promontory  of  ChilTct  N.  79  W.  dlftant 
about  two  miles,  the  exterior  coaft  takes  a  direc- 
tion nearly  fouth  about  ten  leagues ;  where,  as 
we  paiTed,  I  anxioufly  looked  out  for  the  point 
which  Captain  Cook  had  dillinguiflied  by  the 
name  of  Cape  Flattery,  of  which  I  could  not  be 
completely  fatisfied,  on  account  of  the  difference 
in  latitude.  A  fliallow  bay,  however,  does  ex- 
tend about  three  leagues  to  the  fouth  ward  of 
Claflet,  which  falls  ibme  ulllance  back  from  the 
general  line  of  the  coall ;  and  the  bafc  of  the 
inland  mountains  which  projccH:  there,  and  form 
deep  ravines,  prcfcnt  at  a  dlfcance  the  appearance 
of  a  fafe  and  fccurc  port ;  but,  on  a  nearer  ap- 
proach, the  whole  was  found  firmly  connedled 
by  a  fandy  beach.  This,  mofl  probably,  is  the 
bay  which  the  Rcfolution  and  Difcovcry  flood 
into  ;  and  ClafTct  is  the  point,  with  an  ifland  ly- 
ing off  it,  which  Captain  Cook  called  cape  Flat- 
tery. The  difference  in  latitude,  (if  Mr.  Gray 
is  correct,  who  has  pafTcd  it  feveral  times,  and 
always  made  it  nearly  the  fame,)  may  have  been 
occafioned  by  a  current  fimilar  to  that  which  we 
had  lately  experienced  along  the  coaft ;  alteding 
the  Refolution  in  the  fame  manner,  between 
noon,  when  their  latitude  was  obferved,  and 
late  in  the  evening,  when  Captain  Cook  hauled 
off  the  coall. 

As 
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As  wc  proceeded  along  the  ihore,  wc  palled 
the  village  ot*  Clallet,  which  is  fituatcd  about 
two  miles  within  the  Cape,  and  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  cxtenfivc  and  populous.  As 
the  f'relh  fouthwardly  wind  became  much  mo- 
derated by  the  intervention  of  the  high  land  we 
were  now  under,  fome  of  the  inhabitants  found 
no  difficulty  in  vifiting  us ;  this  they  did  in  u 
very  civil,  orderly,  and  friendly  manner,  re- 
queuing permilTion  before  they  attempted  to  en- 
ter the  fhip ;  and  on  receiving  fome  prefents, 
with  alfurances  of  our  friendfhip,  they  very  po- 
litely and  earneilly  folicited  us  to  flop  at  their 
village.  The  fituation  of  the  anchorage  how- 
ever being  much  expofed,  and  wifhing  for  fome 
fnug  port  where,  with  eafe  and  convenience, 
the  various  neceilary  fervices  we  now  required 
might  be  performed,  I  declined  their  very  cor- 
dial invitation,  and  directed  our  courfe  up  the 
inlet,  entertaining  no  doubt  that  we  fliould  foon 
be  ctuiblcd  to  accommodate  ourfelves  with  a 
more  advantageous  ftation. 

The  few  natives  who  came  off  refem bled,  in 
moft  refpeds,  the  people  of  Nootka.  Their 
perfons,  garments,  and  behaviour,  are  very  fimi- 
lar ;  feme  difference  was  obferved  in  their  orna- 
ments, particularly  in  thofe  worn  at  the  nofe ; 
for  jnflcad  of  the  crefcent,  generally  adopted  by 
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the  inhabitants  of  Nootka,  thclc  wore  ftraight 
pieces  of  bone.     Their  canoes,  arms,  and  im- 
plements,  were  exadly  the  fame.     They  fpoke 
the  fame  hmguage,  but  did  not  approach  us  with 
the  formality  obferved  by  thofe  people  on  vifit- 
ing  the  Refolution  and  Difcovery ;  which  may 
probably  be  owing  to  their  having  become  more 
familiar  with  ftrangers.     The  wind  veering  to 
the  S.  E.  obliged  us  to  turn  up  along  fliore  on 
the  fouthern  fide  of  the  ftraits,  which,  from  cape 
Clafl'et,  takes  a  diredion  S.  /O  E.     About  two 
miles  within  the  village  we  paffed  a  fmall  open 
bay,  with  a  little  iiland  lying  off  its  eallern  fide, 
apparently  too  infignificant  to  aufwer  our  pur- 
pofe  of  rnfitting.     The  weather  becoming  more 
unplcafant  as  the  day    advanced,    at  feven  in 
the  evening  we  came  to  anchor  in  23  fathoms 
water,  on  a  bottom  of  black   fand  and    mud, 
about  a  mile  from  the  fliore. 

I  now  became  acquainted  that  after  we  had 
paiTed  within  Tatooche's  ifland  a  rock  was  no- 
ticed, and  ilippofed  to  be  that  reprcfented  as  Uc 
Fuca's  pinnacle  rock  ;  this  however  was  vifiblc 
only  for  a  few  minutes,  from  its  being  clofc  to 
the  lliorc  of  the  main  land,  inftcad  of  lying  in 
the  entrance  of  the  ftraits ;  nor  did  it  correfpond 
with  that  which  has  been  fo  dcfcribed. 

It  was  fomcwhat  remarkable,  that  although 
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wc  rode  all  night  by  the  wind,  the  Chatham, 
though  anchored  not  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  Ihore 
of  us,  rode  to  a  regular  fix  hours  tide,  running 
near  half  a  league  per  hour ;  and,  by  the  appear- 
ance  of  the  ihores,  the  ebb  and  flow  fecraed  to 
have  been  very  confidcrablc. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Proccfd  up  the  Straits — Anchor  under  New  Dim- 
gencfs — Remarks  on  the  Qoajl  of  New  Albion — 
Arrive  in  Port  Difcovery — Tranfa£iio7is  there — 
Boat  excurjion — Quit  Port  Difcovery — Aftrono- 
mical  and  nautical  Ohjervations. 


I^HK  evening  of  the  29th  brought  us  to  an 
-  anchor  in  very  thick  rainy  weather,  about 
ciglit  miles  within  the  entrance  on  the  fouthern 
fliore  of  the  fuppofed  ftraits  of  De  Fuca.  The 
i(jl lowing  morning,  Monday  the  30th,  a  gentle 
breeze  fprang  up  from  the  N.  W.  attended  with 
clear  atid  pleafant  weather,  which  prefented  to 
our  view  this  renowned  inlet.  Its  fouthern 
ihores  were  feen  to  extend,  by  compafs,  from  N. 
83  W.  to  E.  ;  the  former  being  the  fmall  illand 
we  had  priffed  the  preceding  afternoon,  which, 
lying  about  half  a  mile  iVom  the  main  land,  was 
about  ibur  miles  dillant  from  us :  its  northern 
lliore  extends  from  N.  C)H  W.  to  N  73  E.  ;  the 
neareft  point  of  it,  diilant  about  three  leagues, 
b(jre  N.  )  r>  W.  We  weijirhed  anchor  with  a  fa- 
vorable  wind,  and  fleered  to  the  eaft  along  the 
fouthern  fliorc,    at  the  dillance  of  about  two 
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miles,  having  an  uninterrupted  horizon  between 
caft  and  N.  73  E.  The  (hores  on  each  fide  the 
ftraits  are  of  a  moderate  height ;  and  the  dehght- 
ful  ferenity  of  the  weather  permitted  our  feeing 
this  inlet  to  great  advantage.  The  fhores  on  the 
fouth  fide  arc  compofed  of  low  fandy  chffs,  fail- 
ing perpendicularly  on  beaches  of  fand  or  Hones. 
From  the  top  of  thefe  eminences,  the  land  ap- 
peared to  take  a  further  gentle  moderate  afcent, 
and  was  intirely  covered  w  1th  trees  chiefly  of  the 
pine  tribe,  until  the  foreft  reached  a  range  of 
high  craggy  mountains,  which  feemed  to  rife 
trom  the  wood-land  country  in  a  very  abrupt 
manner,  with  a  few  fcattcred  trees  on  their  ftcril 
fides,  and  their  fummits  covered  with  fnow.  The 
northern  iliorc  did  not  appear  quite  fo  high  :  it 
rofc  more  gradually  from  the  fca-fide  to  the  tops 
ot  the  mountains,  which  had  the  appearance  of 
a  compact  range,  infinitely  more  uniform,  and 
much  Icfs  covered  with  fnow  than  thofe  on  the 
fouthern  fide. 

Our  latitude  at  noon  was  48°  ](/;  longitude 
23(5°  ](/;  and  the  variation  of  the  compafs  18'' 
caflvvardly.  In  this  fituation,  the  northern  fhore 
extended  by  compafs  from  N.  82  W.  to  N.  5 1 
E. ;  between  the  latter,  and  the  eaflern  extre- 
mity of  the  fouthern  lliore,  bearing  N.  88  E., 
we  had  flill  an  unbounded  horizon ;  whilll  the 
ifland  before  mentioned,  coniinuing  to  form  the 
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weft  extrcn.ity  of  the  fouthern  fhorc,  bore  S.  84 
W.  By  thefe  obrervations,  which  I  have  great 
rcafon  to  believe  w^ere  corredly  taken,  the  north 
promontory  of  ClalTet  is  fituatcd  in  latitude -i 8"^ 
.?3r;  longitude  235°  38.  The  fmoothnefs  of 
the  fca,  and  clearnefs  of  the  iky,  enabled  us  to 
take  feveral  fets  of  lunar  diflanccs,  which  gave 
the  longitude  to  the  eaftvNard  of  the  chrono- 
meter, and  ferved  to  confirm  our  former  obfcr- 
vations,  that  it  was  gaining  very  materially  on 
the  rate  as  fettled  at  Otaheite.  As  the  day  ad- 
vanced, the  wind,  which  as  well  as  the  weather 
was  delightfully  pleafant,  accelerated  our  pro- 
grefs  along  the  fliore.  This  fecmed  to  indicate 
^  fpeedy  termination  to  the  inlet ;  as  high  land 
now  began  to  appear  juft  rifmg  from  that  ho- 
rizon, which,  a  few  hours  before,  we  had  confi- 
dcred  to  be  unlimited.  Every  new  appearance, 
as  we  proceeded,  furnifhed  new  conjecflures ; 
the  whole  was  not  vifibly  connected ;  it  might 
form  a  clufter  of  iflands  fcparated  by  large  arms 
of  the  fea,  or  be  united  by  land  not  fufficiently 
high  to  be  yet  difcernible.  About  five  in  the 
afternoon,  a  long,  low,  fandy  point  of  land  was 
obferved  projeding  from  the  craggy  Ihores  into 
the  fea,  behind  which  was  feen  the  appearance 
of  a  wcU-flieltered  bay,  and,  a  little  to  the  S.  E. 
of  it,  an  opening  in  the  land,  promifing  a  fafe 
and  extenfivc  port.     About  this  time  a  very  high 
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conrplcuous  craggy  mountain,  bearing  by  com- 
pals  N.  50  E.  prefented  itfclf,  towering  above 
the  clouds:  as  low  down  as  they  allowed  it  to 
be  vifible,  it  was  covered  with  fnow  ;  and  foutli 
of  it,  was  a  long  ridge  of  very  rugged  fnowy 
mountains,  much  lefs  elevated,  which  fcemed 
to  llretch  to  a  confiderablc  diftance.   c  ^i- 

As  my  intention  was  to  anchor  for  the  night 
under  the  low  point,  the  ncceflary  fignals  were 
made  to  the  Chatham;  and  at  feven  we  hauled 
round  it,  at  the  diftancc  of  about  a  mile.     This 
was,  however,  too  near,  as  we  foon  found  our- 
felves  in  three  fathoms  water ;  but,  on  llcering 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  north,  the  depth  in- 
creafed  to   ten   fathoms,  and  we  rounded   the 
Ihallow  fpit,  which,    though   not  very  confpi- 
cuous,  is  fhewn  by  the  tide  caufmg  a  confiderablc 
rippling  over  it.     Having  turned  up  a  little  way 
into  the  bay,  we  anchored  on  a  bottom  of  foft 
fand  and  mud  in  14  fathoms  water.     The  low 
fandy  point  of  land,  which  from  its  great  refcm- 
blance  to  Dungenefs  in   the  Britifli  channel,  I 
called  New  Dunge]sess,  bore  by  compafs  N. 
41  W.  about  three  miles  diftant,  from  whence 
the  low  projetiling  land  extends  until  it  reaches 
a  bluff  cliff  of  a  moderate  height,  bearing  from 
us  S.  Go  W.  about  a  league  diftant.     From  this 
ilation  the  lliorcs  bore  the  fame  appearance  as 
.     .  E  4  thofe 
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thofc  we  had  pafTcd  in  the  morning,  compoling 
one  intire  forcft.  The  fnowy  mountains  ot'  tlic 
inland  country  were,  however,  neither  ih  high 
nor  fo  rugged,  and  were  further  removed  from 
the  fea  iliore.  The  neareft  parts  bore  by  com- 
pafs  from  us,  fouth  about  half  a  league  otl^";  tlic 
apparent  port  S.  50  E.  about  two  leagues ;  and 
the  fouth  point  of  an  inlet,  feemlngly  very  ca- 
pacious, S.  85  E.  ;  with  land  appearing  like  an 
ifland,  moderately  elevated,  lying  before  its  en- 
trance, from  S.  85  E.  to  N.  87  E. ;  and  the  S.  E. 
extremity  of  that  which  now  appeared  to  be  the 
fouthern  Ihore,  N.  71  E.  From  this  dircdion 
round  by  the  N»  and  N.  W.  the  high  dillant 
land  formed,  as  already  obferved,  like  detached 
iflands,  amongft  which  the  lofty  mountain,  dif- 
covered  in  the  afternoon  by  the  third  lieutenant, 
and  in  compliment  to  him  called. by  me  Mount 
Baker,  rofe  a  very  confpicuous  objed:,  bearing 
by  compafs  N.  4d  E.  apparently  at  a  very  re- 
mote dlftance,  A  fmall  Indian  village  was  near 
us  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay,  but  we  had  not 
yet  been  vifited  by  any  of  the  inhabitants.  We 
had  now  advanced  further  up  this  inlet  than  Mr. 
Gray,  or  (to  our  knowledge)  any  other  perfon 
from  the  civilized  world ;  although  it  ihould 
hereafter  be  proved  to  be  the  fame  which  is  faid 
to  have  been  entered  by  De  Fuca,  in  fupport  of 
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which  oral  teftlmony  is  tlic  only  authority  pro- 
duced ;  a  tradition  rendered  Hill  more  doubtiul 
by  its  entrance  differing  at  leaft  ic/  in  latitude. 

Confidering  ourfclves    novv   on   the   point   of 
commencing  an  examination  of  an  entirely  new 
region,  I  cannot  take  leave  of  the  coiifl  alrcadv 
known,   without  obtruding  a  lliort  remark  on 
t'        part  of  the  continent,    comprehending  a 
ipav,,  of  nearly  215  i    .^ues,  on  which  our  inqui- 
ries had  been  lately  employed  un.ler  the  moil 
fortunate   and  favorable  circumfbances  of  v\ind 
and  weather.     So  minutely  had  this  extenfivc 
coaft  been  infpedled,  that  the  furf  had  been  con- 
ftantly  fccn  to  break  on  its  lliores  from  the  mail- 
head  ;  and  it  was  but  in  a  few  fmall  intervals 
only,  where  our  diflance  precluded  its  being  vi- 
fible  from  the   deck.     Whenever  the   weather 
prevented  our  making  free  with  the  ihore,  or  on 
our  hauling  off  for  the  night,  the  return  of  iinc 
weather  and  of  day-light  unilbrmly  brought  us, 
if  not  to  the  identical  ipot  we  had  departed  from, 
at  leaft  within  a  few  miles  of  it,  and  never  bevond 
the  northern  limits  of  the  coail  which  we  had 
prcvioufly  feen.      An  examination  fo   directed, 
and  circumftances  happily  concurring  to  permit 
its  being  fo  executed,  afforded  the  moft  com- 
plete opportunity  of  determining  its  various  turn- 
ings and  windings  ;  as  alfo  the  pofition  of  all  its 
confpicuous  points,    afcertained    by   meridional 
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altitudes  for  the  latitude,  and  obfervations  for 
the  chronometer,  which  we  had  the  good  tbr- 
tune  to  make  conflantly  once,  and  in  general 
twi(!:e  every  day,  the  preceding  one  only  ex- 
cepted.       ,.  V     -     f ;  •  -  ;. 

It  mull  be  confidered  as  a  very  fmgiilar  cir- 
cumltancc  that,  in  fo  great  an  extent  ot /ea-coall, 
vvc  flioujd  not  until  now  have  fecn  the  appear- 
ance of  any  opening  in  its  Ihorcs,  which  prc- 
lented  any  certain  prolpe<^'t  of  atibrding  (liclter  ; 
the  whole  coaft  forming  one  compa<^t,  Iblid,  and 
nearly  flraight  barrier  againft  the  fea.  >iu 

The  river  Mr.  Gray  mentioned  fliould,  from 
the  latitude  he  afligned  to  it,  have  exirtcnee  in  the 
bay,  fouth  of  cape  Difappointmcnt.  This  we 
pail'ed  on  the  forenoon  of  the  27th;  and,  as  I 
then  obferved,  if  any  inlet  or  river  fhould  be 
found,  it  mufl  be  a  very  intricate  one,  and  in- 
acceflible  to  vedcls  of  our  burthen,  owing  to  the 
reefs  and  broken  water  which  then  appeared  in 
its  neighbourhood.  Mr.  Gray  Hated  that  he 
had  been  feveral  days  attempting  to  enter  it, 
which  at  length  he  was  unable  to  effect,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  very  flrong  outfet.  This  is  a  phe- 
nomenon difficult  to  account  for,  as,  in  moll 
cafes  where  there  arc  outfets  of  fuch  Itrcngth 
on  a  fea  coaft,  there  arc  "-^  Tefponding  tides  fet- 
ting  in.  Be  that  hovvev^.  as  it  may,  I  was  tho- 
roughly convinced,  as  were  i  ,0  moll  perfons  ot 
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obfcrvation  on  board,  that  wc  coulJ  not  poflibly 
have  paiTcd  any  fate  navigable  opening,  harbour, 
or  place  oK  fecurity  for  Ihipping  on  this  coail, 
irom  cape  Mendocino  to  the  promontory  of  Claf- 
fct ;  nor  had  wc  any  reafbn  to  alter  our  opinions, 
notuithftanding  that  theoretical  geographers  have 
thought  proper  to  affert,  in  ihut  (pace,  the  exif- 
tencc  of  arms  of  the  ocean,  communicating  v\itli 
a  mediterranean  fea,  and  extenfive  rivers,  with 
fafe  and  convenient  ports.  Thefe  ideas,  not  dc^ 
rived  from  any  fourcc  of  fubftantial  information, 
have,  it  Is  much  to  be  feared,  been  adopted  for 
the  fole  purpofc  of  giving  unlimited  credit  to 
the  traditionary  exploits  of  ancient  foreigners, 
and  to  undervalue  the  laborious  and  cnterprizing 
exertions  of  our  own  countrymen,  in  the  noble 
fcience  of  difcovery.       '  .^ 

Since  the  vifion  of  the  fouthern  continent, 
(from  which  the  Incas  of  Peru  are  faid  to  liave 
originated,)  has  vaniflied ;  the  pretended  difco- 
veries  of  De  Fuca  and  Dc  Fontc  have  been  re- 
vived, in  order  to  prove  the  exiftence  of  a  north- 
weft  paflage.  Thefe  have  been  fupported  by  the 
recent  concurring  opinions  of  modern  traders, 
one  of  whom  is  faid  to  conceive,  that  an  opening 
flill  further  to  the  north  is  that  which  De  Fuca 
entered.  Under  this  aflertion,  fhould  any  open- 
ing further  to  the  northward  be  difcovered  lead- 
ing to  a  N.  W.  paflagc,  the  merit  of  fuch  difco- 
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very  will  ncceflarily  be  afcribt'd  to  Dc  P'uca,  Dc 
Fonte,  or  fomc  other  TaNoritc  voyager  of  thcfc 
clofct  philofophcrs.  '     "    "   '■* 

The  preceding  evening  brought  us  to  an  an- 
chor under  New  Dungcncfs.  Our  May -day, 
Tucfday,  was  ulhcrcJ  in  by  a  morning  of  the 
moil  dclighttully  pleafant  \\cathcr,  affording 
us,  from  the  broken  appearance  ot*  the  crdil 
before  us,  the  prorpc«5l  of  Ibon  reaching  a  fafe 
and  commodious  harbour.  Indeed,  our  prefent 
fituatipn  was  far  from  ineligible,  as  it  promifed 
to  admit  us  as  near  the  fhore  as  we  might  think 
proper  to  take  our  ftation.  Mr.  Whidbey  was 
therefore  dlfpatched  in  the  cutter,  to  found,  and 
iearch  for  frefh  water.  .... 

The  appearance  of  the  huts  we  now  faw,  in- 
dicated the  rcfidence  of  the  natives  in  them  to  be 
of  a  temporary  nature  only ;  as  we  could  per- 
ceive with  our  glaffcs,  that  they  differed  very 
materially  from  the  habitations  of  any  of  the 
American  Indians  we  had  before  feen,  being 
compofed  of  nothing  more  than  a  few  mats 
thrown  over  crofs  fticks  ;  whereas  thofe  we  had 
paffed  the  preceding  day,  in  two  or  three  fmall 
villages  to  the  eaftward  of  Claffet,  were  built 
exa<^lly  after  the  fafliion  of  the  houfes  created  at 
Nootka.*  The  inhabitants  feemed  to  view  us 
\\ith'the-  utmoft  indifference  and   unconcern; 

•  Vide  Cuok's  laft  Voyage. 
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they  continued  to  filh  before  their  huts  as  rc- 
gardlefs  of  our  being  prcfcnt,  as  if  fucli  vclVcls 
had  been  familiar  to  them,  and  unworthy  of  their 
attention.  On  the  U)vv  Kmd  of  New  Dungcncis 
■were  crcdcd  perpendicularly,  and  fccmingly  witii 
much  regularity,  a  number  of  very  tall  Ibaight 
poles,  like  flag-ftaves  or  beacons,  fupportcd  from 
the  ground  by  fpurs.  Their  firft  appearance  in- 
duced an  opinion  of  their  being  intended  as  the 
uprights  for  ftages  on.  which  they  might  dry 
their  fiih  ;  but  this,  on  a  nearer  view  feemcd  im- 
probable, as  their  height  and  diftance  from  each 
other  would  have  required  ii)ars  of  a  greater  fizc 
to  reach  from  one  to  the  other,  than  the  fub- 
flancc  of  the  poles  was  capable  of  fuflaining. 
They  were,  undoubtedly,  intended  to  anfwer 
fome  particular  purpofe  ;  but  whether  of  a  reli- 
gious, civil,  or  military  nature,  mult  be  left  to 
Ibme  future  inveftigation.  • 

Mr.  Whidbcy  found  from  ten  to  three  iiithoms 
water  clofe  to  the  ibore.  He  landed  at  the  up- 
per part  of  the  bay,  but  could  not  find  any  water; 
nor  did  he  fee  the  appearance  of  any  along  the 
fliore  near  the  habitations  of  the  Indians,  who 
remained  as  before  defcribed,  or  liihing  on  the 
water,  without  paying  any  more  attention  to  the 
cutter,  than  if  Ihe  hud  been  ojie  of  their  own 
canoes.  -    • 

On  receiving  this  report,  the  Chatham's  cut- 
ter, 
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tcr,  ^vIth  the  Difcovery':,  yawl  and  cutter,  were 
ordered  to  be  armed  and  llipplled  with  a  day's 
provifion  ;  witli  which  wc  fet  off  to  examine  the 
two  apparent  openings  ncarell  to  us.    We  found 
the  furtacc  of  tlie  fea  alnioit  covered  with  aqua- 
tic birds  of  various  kinds,  but  all   fo  extremely 
fhy  that  our  fportfmen  were   unable  to  reach 
them  with  their  guns,  although  they  made  many 
attempts.     The  fuik  opening  to  the  S.  E.  ap- 
peared  to  be  formed   by  two   high  bluffs ;  the 
elevated  land  witliin  them  feemingly  at  a  confi- 
derable  dilbmce.     It  proved,  however,  to  be  a 
cloie  and  compa^l:   Ihore,  the  apparent  vacant 
fpace  being  occupied  by  a  \cry  low  fandy  beach, 
off  which  extended  a  flat  of  very  fhallow  found- 
ings.   From  hence  we  made  the  belt  of  our  way 
for  land,  appearing  like  an  idand,   off  the  other 
fuppoled  opening ;  from  whofe   fumniit,   which 
fecmcd  eafv   of  acccfs,   there  was  little  doubt  of 
our  afcertaining  whf  thcr  the   coaft   afforded  any 
port  within  reach   oi'  the  day's  cxcurlion.     On 
landing  on  the  \Ncft  end  of  the  fuppofed  iflnid, 
and  afceriding  its  eminence   which  was  nearly  a 
perpendicular  cliff,  our  attention  was  immedi- 
ately called  to  a  landfcape,  almoft  as  enchantingly 
beautiful  as  the  moft   elegantly  finiflied  pleafurc 
grounds  in  Europe.     I^Vom  the  height  we  v\cre 
now  upon,  our  conjcdtuies  of  this  land  being  an 
illand  fituatcd  before  the  entrance  of  an  opening 
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in  the  main  land  were  confirmed.  The  fiunmit 
of  this  iHand  pre(cnted  nearly  a  horizontal  lur- 
tiice,  interlperfcd  with  fbme  inequalities  of 
ground,  which  produced  a  beautiful  variety  on 
an  cxtcnfivc  lawn  covered  with  luxuriant  grafs, 
and  diverfified  with  an  abundance  of  flovscrs. 
To  the  northwcftward  was  a  coppice  of  pine  trees 
and  Ihrubs  of  various  forts,  that  fcemed  as  if  it 
had  been  planted  for  the  folc  purpofc  of  protect- 
ing from  the  N.  W.  winds  this  d  iightful  mea- 
dow, over  which  were  prom'ibuoufly  fcattcred 
a  few  clumps  of  trees,  that  would  have  puzzled 
the  moll  Ingenious  dcfigner  of  plei'.urc  grounds 
to  have  arranged  more  agreeably  ,  Whilil  we 
Hopped  to  contemplate  the-;:  fevcral  bea  .tics  of 
nature,  in  a  prolpec^t  no  Iclo  pleafing  than  uncx- 
pedcd,  we  gathered  fome  goofcbcrries  and  rofcs 
in  a  Ihite  of  confidcrahle  forvvardncfs.  C^'afting 
our  eves  alony  the  lliore,  a\  •  had  the  fati^t'adion 
of  feeing  it  much  broken,  and  forming  to  all  ap- 
pearance many  navigable  inlets.  The  inlet  now 
before  us  did  not  feem  io  cxtenfue  as  we  had 
rcafon  to  believe  it  lo  be  from  the  fliips  ;  yet 
there  was  little  doubt  of  its  proving  fufficient'y 
fecure  and  convenient  for  all  our  purpofes.  We 
therefore  p^0'.:eeded  to  its  examination,  and  found 
its  entrance  to  be  about  iH  league  wide,  having 
regular  good  ibundings  from  1 0  fathoms  clofe  to 
the  lliorcs,  to  30,   35,  and  38   liithoms  in  the 
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middle,  w  Itliout  any  apparent  danger  from  rocks 
or  flioals.  Ficlh  water,  however,  Teemed  hi- 
therto a  fcarcc  commodity,  and  yet,  from  the 
general  ikce  of  the  country,  a  deficiency  in  this 
rclpcd  was  not  to  be  apprehended.  The  fliorcs 
of  the  luirboiir  were  of  a  moderate  height ;  its 
Mcftcrn  fide,  bounded  at  no  very  great  dillancc 
by  a  iu]<:;c  of  high  craggy  mountains  covered 
with  fnow,  were,  as  I  conceived,  connedled  with 
the  mountain  we  took  for  mount  Olympus.  In 
qucft  of  the  only  great  objed:  neceflary  for  con- 
llitutlnii;  this  one  of  the  fined  harbours  in  the 
world,  vNe  profccuted  our  refearches ;  until  al- 
moft  dcfpaiiing  of  fuccefs,  I  fuddenly  fell  in  with 
an  excellent  Hit  am  of  very  fine  water.  The  de- 
i'liin  of  our  excurfion  was  thus  happily  accom- 
plilhed  ;  and,  after  taking  fome  little  refrciliment, 
we  returned  tovvurcis  the  (hips,  and  arrived  on 
board  about  mida!i.;!it,  pcrfedly  fatisfied  with 
the  fuccc/s  of  our  expedition,  and  amply  reward- 
ed ibr  our  labour.  .    , 

During  my  abfence,  fome  of  the  natives  had 
been  trading  \x  ith  the  veflels  in  a  very  civil  and 
fvieiidly  maimer.  They  did  not  appear  to  un- 
dcriland  the  Nootka  language ;  as  thofe  of  our 
people  who  had  fome  knowledge  of  it  were  by 
no  means  able  to  make  thcmfelves  underftood. 

A  light  pleafant  breeze  fpringing  up,  we 
wciizhcd  on  Wcdncfdav  mornin^r  the   2d,  and 
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llccrcd  for  the  port  vvc  had  difcovcrcd  the  pre- 
ceding day,  whofc  entrance  about  tour  leagues 
dlllant  bore   S.  E.  by  E.     The  delightful  fcre- 
nity  of  the  weather  greatly  aided  the  beautiful 
fcenery  that  was  now  prefcnted ;  the  furface  of 
the  fea  was  pcrfedly  fmooth,  and  the  country 
before  us  exhibited  every  thing  that  bounteous 
nature  could  be  cxpeded  to  draw  into  one  point 
of  view.     As  wc  had  no  rcafon  to  imagine  that 
this  country  had  ever  been  indebted  for  any  of 
its  decorations  to  the  hand  of  man,  I  could  not 
poflibly  believe  that   any  uncultivated  country 
had  ever  been  difcovercd  exhibiting  fo  rich  a  pic- 
ture.    The  land  which  interrupted  the  horizon 
between  the  N.  W.  and  the  northern  quarters, 
fecmcd,    as   already   mentioned,    to    be    much 
broken ;  from  whence  its  eaftcrn  extent  round 
to  the  S.  E.  was  bounded  by  a  ridge  of  fnowy 
mountains,  appearing  to  lie  nearly  in  a  north  and 
fouth  dircdion,  on  which  mount   Baker    rofc 
confpicuoully ;    remarkable   for  its  height,  and 
the  fnowy  mountains  that  ftretch  from  its  bafe 
to   the  north  and  fouth.     Between  us  and  this 
fnowy  range,  the  land,  which  on  the  fea  fhorc 
terminated  like  that  we  had  lately  paiTed,  in  low 
perpendicular  cliffs,  or  on  beaches  of  fand  or 
flone,  rofc  here  in  a  very  gentle  afcent,  and  was 
well  covered  with  a  variety  of  ftately  forell  trees. 
Thcfe,  however,  did  not  conceal  the  whole  face 
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of  the  country  in  one  uninterrupted  wildernefs, 
but  pleafnigly  clothed  its  eminences,  and  che- 
quered the  vailies ;  prefenting,  in  many  direc- 
tions, cxtcnfive  fpaces  tLat  wore  the  appearance 
of  having  been  cleared  by  art,  like  the  beautiful 
ifland  we  had  vifited  the  day  before.  As  we 
pafled  along  the  fhore  near  one  of  thefc  charm- 
ing fpots,  the  tracks  of  deer,  or  of  fome  fuch 
animal,  were  very  numerous,  and  flattered  us 
with  the  hope  of  not  wanting  refrelhments  of 
that  nature,  whilft  we  remained  in  this  quarter. 

A  pidure  fo  pleafing  could  not  fail  to  call  to 
our  remembrance  certain  delightful  and  belo\ed 
fituations  in  Old  England.  Thus  we  proceeded 
without  meeting  any  obftru^lion  to  our  progrefs; 
which,  though  not  rapid,  brought  us  before  noon 
abreaft  of  the  flrcam  that  dilbhargcs  its  water 
from  the  weftcrn  fliore  near  five  miles  within 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour ;  which  I  diftin- 
guiflied  by  the  name  of  Pokt  Discovery,  after 
the  fliip.  There  we  moored,  in  3  4  fathoms, 
muddy  bottom,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
the  Ibore.      >  . 

The  entrance  of  this  harbour  is  formed  by  low 
projeding  points,  extending,  on  each  fide,  from 
the  high  woodland  cliffs  which  in  general  bound 
the  coaft;  bearing  by  compufs  from  N.  4  8  W. 
to  N.  54  W.  in  a  line  with  two  correfponding 
points  from  the  i^and  already  dcfcribed,  lying  off 
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this  harbour.  Had  this  infular  produdion  of 
nature  been  dcfigned  by  the  moft  able  engineer, 
it  could  not  have  been  placed  more  happily  for 
the  protedion  of  the  port,  not  only  from  the 
N.  W.  winds  to  the  violence  of  which  it  would 
other  wife  be  greatly  expofcd,  but  againft  all  at- 
tempts of  an  enemy,  when  properly  fortified; 
and  hence  I  called  it  Protection  Island. 

The  ftream  of  water,  near  which  we  had 
taken  a  very  convenient  itation,  appeared  to 
have  its  fourcc  at  fomc  diftance  from  its  outfal, 
through  one  of  thofe  low  fpits  of  fand  already 
mentioned,  which  conftitute  mofl  of  the  pro- 
jecting points  we  had  fcen  ever  fmce  our  hav- 
ing entered  this  inlet.  Thcfe  ufually  acquire  a 
form  fomcwhat  circular,  though  irregular  ;  and, 
in  general,  are  nearly  ftccp  to,  extending  from 
the  cliffy  woodland  country,  from  one  to  fix  hun- 
dred yards  towards  the  water's  edge,  and  arc 
compofed  of  a  loofc  Tandy  foil.  The  furface  of 
fomc  was  almofi:  intirely  occupied  by  a  lagoon 
of  fait  water,  or  brackilh  fw  amp ;  others  were 
perfedly  dry ;  no  one  of  them  produced  any 
trees;  but  were  moftly  covered  with  a  coarfe 
fpiiy  grafs,  interfperfcd  with  ftrawberries,  two 
or  three  fpccles  of  clover,  famphire,  and  a  great 
variety  of  (^thcr  fmall  plants ;  feme  of  which 
bore  very  beautiful  flowers.  On  a  few  of  the 
points  were   Ibme  ihrubr-  that  fecmed  to  thrive 
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cxccHivcIy ;  fuch  as  rofcs,  a  ipccics  otYwcet  briar, 
goofcbcrries,  rafpberries,  currants,  and  fevcral 
other  fmaller  buflies,  which,  in  their  refpeftivc 
fcafons,  produce  mofc  probably  the  fevcral  fruits 
common  to  this  and  the  oppofitc  fide  of  Ame- 
rica. Thefe  all  appeared  to  grow  very  luxu- 
riantly ;  and,  from  the  quantity  of  bloflbms  with 
which  they  were  loaded,  there  was  great  reafon 
to  belicAC  them  very  produdivc. 

We  had  little  trouble  in  clearing  a  fufficicnt 
fpacc  for  our  encampment,  which  was  very  com- 
modioufly  fituated  clofe  to  the  north  fide  of  the 
ft  ream  or  brook.  The  tents,  obfcrvatory,  chro- 
nometers and  inftrumcnts,  guarded  by  a  party  of 
marines,  were  fent  on  Ihore  after  dinner ;  and, 
whilft  they  were  properly  arranging,  I  made  a 
Ihort  excurfion  up  the  harbour.  It  extended 
nearly  in  a  fouth  dirciftion,  about  four  miles  from 
the  iliip,  and  then  terminated  in  a  muddy  flat 
acrois  its  head,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
the  lliorc.  The  water,  which  was  fevcn  fathoms 
deep  clofe  to  the  flat,  gradually  deepened  to  1  o, 
20,  and  30  fathoms,  good  holding  ground.  On 
this  bank  were  found  fome  fmall  inditfercnt 
oyftcrs.  The  lliores  beyond  it  arc  low  and 
thickly  wooded,  and  through  them  there  ap- 
peared to  run  a  very  confidcrable  ftrcam  of  water, 
with  fevcral  fmailer  ones,  emptying  thcmfelves 
into  the  harbour.     The   back   country  had  the 
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appearance  of  a  fwampy  fen  for  a  confiderablc 
diilancc.  We  landed  not  far  from  the  largeft 
rivulet,  where  we  found  a  deferted  village  ca- 
pable of  containing  an  hundred  inhabitants.  The 
houfes  were  built  after  the  Nootka  faftiion,  but 
did  not  feem  to  have  been  lately  the  rcfidence 
of  the  Indians. 

The  habitations  had  now  fallen  into  decay ; 
their  infide,  as  well  as  a  fmall  furrounding  /pace 
that  appeared  to  have  been  formerly  occupied, 
were  over-run  with  weeds ;  amongft  which  were 
found  feveral  human  fculls,  and  other  bones, 
promifcuoufly  fcattered  about. 

On  Thurfday  morning  the  3d  we  fat  ferioufly 
to  work  on  board,  and  on  Ihore  where  the  fail- 
makers  were  repairing  and  altering  the  fails; 
coopers  infped:ing  the  cafks ;  gunners  airing  the 
powder;  and  parties  cutting  wood,  brewing 
fprucc  beer,  and  filling  water :  whilft  thofe  on 
board  were  as  bufily  employed  in  neceffary  re- 
pairs about  the  rig';;ing ;  getting  the  provifions 
to  hand  ;  clearing  the  main  and  after  holds  for 
the  reception  of  Ihinglc  ballaft,  of  which  we  had 
for  fome  time  ftood  in  much  need;  fome  of  our 
carpenters  were  Hopping  leaks  about  the  bows, 
and  the  reft  aflifted  in  caulking  the  Chatham's 
fides.  The  ferenity  of  the  climate  and  feafon 
was  extremely  favorable  to  th**  execution  of  their 
feveral  duties,  as  alfo  to  our  aftronomical  in- 
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quiries.  The  part  of  the  coall  that  we  had  now 
reached  being  nearly  dcftitute  of  inhabitants,  few 
circumftanccs  occurred  to  divert  our  attention, 
cr  interfere  with  the  purfuits  in  which  wc  were 
all  engaged. 

V  So  little  leifure  or  reft  had  been  afforded  in 
the  feveral  ports  vve  had  hitherto  vifited  fince  wc 
left  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  that  it  was  not 
until  this  mornir  ■  Sunday  the  0th,  that  our 
people  could  be  indulged  with  a  holiday,  for  the 
purpofe  of  taking  fome  recreation  and  exercife 
on  lliore. 

A  few  of  the  natives  in  two  or  three  canoes 
favored  us  with  their  company,  and  brought 
with  them  fome  fifli  and  venifon  for  falc.  The 
latter  was  extremely  good,  and  very  acceptable, 
as  we  had  not  hitherto  obtained  any ;  though 
on  our  firil  arrival  wc  had  entertained  hopes  of 
procuring  a  fupply,  from  the  numerous  tracks 
of  deer  which  appeared  frelh,  and  in  all  direc- 
tions. . 

Thefe  people,  in  their  perfons,  canoe?,  arms, 
implements,  &c.  fecmcd  to  refemble  chiefly  the 
inhabitants  of  Nootka ;  though  lefs  bedaubed 
with  paint,  and  lefs  filthy  in  their  external  ap- 
pearance. They  wore  ornaments  in  their  ears, 
but  none  were  obfervcd  in  their  nofcs ;  fome  of 
them  underftood  a  few  words  of  the  Nootka 
language ;  they  were  clothed  in  the  ikins  of  deer, 
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bear,  and  fome  other  animals,  but  principally  in 
a  woollen  garment  of  their  own  manuta<fture, 
extremely  well  wrought.  They  did  not  appear 
to  poffcfs  any  furs.  Their  bows  and  implements 
they  freely  bartered  for  knives,  trinkets,  copper, 
&c. ;  and,  what  was  very  extraordinary,  they  of- 
fered for  falc  two  children,  each  about  fix  or 
feven  years  of  age,  and,  being  (hewn  fome  cop- 
per, were  very  anxious  that  the  bargain  ihould 
be  clofed.  This,  however,  I  peremptorily  pro- 
hibited, expreffing,  as  well  as  I  was  able,  our 
great  abhorrence  of  fuch  traffic.  *' 

As  our  fevcral  employments,  on  board  and  on 
Ihore,  would  ftill  require  fome  time  before  they 
could  be  fully  completed ;  and  as  I  was  deiirous 
of  obtaining  fome  further  knowledge  of  this  in- 
let, in  order  that,  when  the  veiTels  Ihould  be 
ready,  we  might  extend  our  refearches  without 
fear  of  interruption ;  I  directed  the  Difcovery's 
yawl  and  launch,  with  the  Chatham's  cutter, 
properly  armed,  and  fupplied  with  ftores  for  five 
(lays,  to  be  in  rcadinefs  early  the  next  morning. 
I  committed  to  Mr.  Broughton  the  charge  of  the 
fhips,  and  to  Mr.  Whidbcy  that  of  the  obferva- 
tory  and  encampment,  with  diredions  to  make 
a  furvey  of  the  port,  and  fuch  further  neceffary 
obfervations  as  circumftances  would  admit  dur- 
ing my  absence. 

Mr.  Mcnzies,  with  two  of  the  young  gentle- 
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men,  accompanied  me  in  the  yawl,  Mr.  Pugct 
commanded  the  launch,  and  Mr.  Johnftonc  the 
Chatham's  cutter.  With  this  arrangement, 
about  five  o'clock  on  Monday  morning  the  7th, 
we  took  our  departure  for  the  purpofe  of  becom- 
ing more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  region  in 
which  wc  had  io  very  unexpectedly  arrived.  The 
day  did  not  promife  to  be  very  aufpicious  to  the 
commencement  of  our  examination.  That  un- 
interrupted ferenity  of  weather  that  we  had  ex- 
perienced the  lad  fevcn  days,  feemed  now  to  be 
materially  changed ;  the  wind  which,  in  the 
day-time,  had  conftantly  blown  from  the  N.  W. 
with  light  fouthwardly  airs,  or  calms,  from  fun- 
fet  until  eight  or  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
liad  now  blown,  fmce  the  preceding  evening,  a 
moderate  gale  from  the  S.  E. ;  and,  before  we 
had  proceeded  a  mile  from  the  lliip,  brought  with 
it  a  very  thick  fog,  through  which  wc  llcered, 
keeping  the  {larboard,  or  continental  fliore,  on 
board,  trufting  that  towards  noon  the  fog  would 
difperfe  itfelf  and  clear  away. 

On  oyr  arrival  in  port  Difcovery,  we  palTed  to 
the  S.  W,  of  Protedion  ifland  ;  another  channel, 
equally  as  fafe  and  convenient,  we  now  found  to 
the  S.  E.  of  it.  Having  rowed  againll  a  ftrong 
tide  along  the  fhore  about  two  or  three  leagues 
to  the  N.  E.  from  the  entrance  of  port  Difco- 
very, we  rounded  a  low  projcding  point,  and 
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though  the  fog  prevented  our  feeing  about  us, 
yet  there  was  no  doubt  of  our  having  entered 
fome  other  harbour  or  arm  in  the  inlet  that  took 
a  fouthwardly  dircdion.  Here  I  propofed  to 
wait  uiitil  the  weather  Ihould  be  more  favorable, 
and  in  the  mean  time  to  haul  the  fcine  ;  which 
was  done,  along  the  beach  to  the  fouthuard, 
with  little  fuccefs. 

Prolccuting  our  labours  as  filhermcn  along  the 
beach,  we  were  led  near  a  point  fimilar  to  that 
we  had  paflcd,  and  diftant  from  it  about  two 
miles ;  here  the  fog  intirely  difperfing,  afforded 
an  opportunity  of  afcertaing  its  latitude  to  be 
48°  7'  30",  its  longitude  23/"  3 1  i^  A  very  fpa- 
cious  inlet  now  prefented  itfelf,  whofc  N.  E. 
point,  in  a  line  with  its  S.  W.  being  the  point 
from  which  we  had  laft  departed,  bore  by  com- 
pafs  N.  25  W.  and  feemed  about  a  league  afun- 
der :  mount  Baker  bore  N.  26  K.;  a  fleep  bluff 
point  oppofite  to  us,  appearing  to  form  the  weft 
point  of  another  arm  of  this  inlet,  S.  8^  E.  about 
four  miles  diilant ;  the  neareft  eaftern  fliore  S, 
50  E.  about  two  miles ;  and  a  very  remarkable 
high  round  mountain,  covered  with  fnow,  ap- 
parently at  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  diftant 
range  of  fnowy  mountains  before  noticed,  bore 
S.  45  E. :  the  fliores  of  this  inlet,  like  thofe  in 
port  Difcovcry,  Ihoot  out  into  feveral  low,  fandy, 
projeding  points,   the  fouthernmoft  of  which 
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bore  S.  9  E.  dlftant  about  two  leagues,  where 
this  branch  of  the  inlet  fecmcd  to  terminate,  or 
take  feme  other  diredlion.  PIcrc  we  dined,  and 
having  taken  the  neceflary  angles,  I  dircded  Mr. 
Pugct  to  found  the  mid-channel,  and  Mr*.  John- 
ilonc  to  examine  the  larboard  or  caftcrn  Ihorc, 
whilft  I  continued  my  refcarchcs  on  the  conti- 
nental fhorc,  appointing  the  fouthernmofl:  low 
point  for  our  next  rendezvous.  As  we  advanced, 
the  country  Iccmed  gradually  to  improve  in 
beauty.  The  cleared  fpots  were  more  nume- 
rous, and  of  larger  extent ;  and  the  remote  lofty 
mountains  covered  with  fnow,  rcfleiiiled  greater 
luftre  on  the  fertile  produ<i^lons  of  the  lefs  ele- 
\ated  country.  On  ar'*iving  near  our  place  of 
rendezvous,  nn  opening  was  fccn,  which  gave  to 
the  whole  of  the  eallern  ihorc  under  the  exami- 
nation of  Mr.  Johnftonc,  the  appearance  of  being 
an  ifland.  For  this  wc  lleered,  but  found  it 
clofed  by  a  low  fandy  neck  of  land,  about  two 
hundred  yards  in  width,  whofc  oppofite  Ihorc 
was  wallicd  by  an  extenfivc  fait  lake,  or  more 
probably  by  an  arm  of  the  fea  llre.ching  to  the 
S.  E.  and  directing  its  main  branch  towards  the 
high  round  fnovvy  mountain  we  had  difcovered 
at  noon :  but  where  its  entrance  was  fituatcd  we 
could  not  determine,  though  conjedlure  led  to 
fuppofc  it  would  be  found  round  the  bluff  point 
of  land  we  had  obfcrved  from  our  dinner  ftation. 
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In  the  wcftcrn  corner  of  this  iilhmus  was  fitu- 
atcd  a  dcfcrted  Indian  village,  much  in  the  fame 
Hate  of  decay  as  that  which  we  had  examined 
at  the  head  (jf  port  Difcovcry.     No  fifjns  of  any 
inhabitants  were  difcernible ;    nor  did  we  vifit 
it,  it  being  expedient   we  Ihould  hallcn  to  our 
appointed  llation,  as  night  was  fail  approach- 
ing, during   which  Mr.  Johnftone  did  not  join 
us ;  this  led  us  to  fuppofc  he  had   found  fomc 
entrance  into  the  above  lake  or  inlet  that  had 
cfcaped  my  notice  ;  and  which  afterwards  proved, 
to  have  been  the  caufe  of  his  abfence.     Having 
determined  the  extent  of  this  inlet,  vvhofe  foutli 
extremity  is  fituatcd  in  latitude  -17"  5y',  longi- 
tude 237°  31';  at  day-break  the  next  morning, 
Tucfday  the  8th,  wc  embarked  in  purfuit  of  the 
entrance  into  the  lake  or  inlet  that  we  had  dif- 
covered  the  preceding  evening.    About  this  time 
we  heard  and  anfwered  the  report  of  a  fwlvel 
gun.     A  very  ftrong  run  of  water  was  now  ob- 
fcrved,  but  being  brackiili,  wc  were  under  the 
neceffity  of  carrying  our  kegs  near  a  mile  into 
the  country  to  repleniih  them,  not  having  found 
any  frefli  water  fmce  wc  left  the  (liips.     Whilft 
wc  were  thus  engaged,  Mr.  Johnftone  came  up. 
He  had  found  a  narrow  channel  into  the  inlet, 
which  had  flattered  him  w^ith  returning  by  the 
ifthmus  that  had  oppofcd  our  progrcfs  ;  but  to 
his  great  mortification  he  found  it  jlofcd,  and 
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was  obliged  to  keep  rowin*.  ibc  gi.atcr  part  of 
the  night,  in  order  that  he  might  join  us  by  the 
fame  paflage  he  had  entered,  \n  hich  he  had  now 
juft  effected.     Its  fouthcrn  entrance  was  found 
to  be  navigable  for  fmall  boats  only,  from  half 
flood  to  half  ebb,   and  was  dry  at  low  vatcr; 
but  as  its  northern  part  formed  a  fnug  little  port, 
and,  with  its  tide,  fccmcd  likely  to  be  made  ufc- 
ful  in  careening;  Mr.  Johnfione  was  induced  to 
profecutc  its  examination.     The  furvcy  of  tliis 
inlet,  which  had  occupied  our  time  fmce  the 
preceding  day  at  noon,  having  been  finally  ac- 
compliflied  by  the  joining  of  the  boats,  it  proved 
to  be  a  very  liife  and   more   capacious  harbour 
than  port  Difcovery ;  and  rendered  more  plca- 
iant  by  the  high  land  being  at  a  greater  dillancc 
from  the  water- fide.     Its  foundings  alfo  give  it 
a  further  advantage,  being  very  regular  from  fide 
to  fide,  from   10  to  20  fathoms  depth  of  water, 
good  holding  ground  :  but,  with  rcfped  to  frefli 
water,  fo  far  as  we  could  determine  bv  our  tran- 
iltory  vifit;  it  was  very  deficient,  as  has  been  al- 
ready obferved.     To  this  port  I  gave  the  name 
of  Port  TowNsiiEND,  in  honor  of  the  noble 
Marquis  of  that  name,  -  t    .^«  .,     -,  . ,  ^x. ,,  ^ 
.     Mr.  Johnfione,  who  had  a  much  better  op- 
portunity than  I  had  of  feeing  the  above  lake  or 
inlet,  reprcfented  it  as  appearing  very  cxtcnlivc 
and  divided  into  two  or  three  branches ;  but  he 
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had  not  been  able  to  determine  its  communica- 
tion cither  with  the  ocean  or  the  main  inlet,  al- 
though he  had  great  reafon  to  believe  it  did 
communicate  by  the  way  of  the  blufF  point  al- 
ready mentioned ;  which  about  noon  was  con- 
firmed. In  our  way  thither,  we  found  on  one 
of  the  low  points  projecting  from  the  eaftem 
lliore,  two  upright  poles  fet  in  the  ground,  about 
fifteen  feet  high,  and  rudely  carved.  On  the 
top  of  each  was  Ituck  a  human  head,  recently 
placed  there.  The  hair  and  flefh  were  nearly 
perfeA ;  and  the  heads  appeared  to  carry  the  evi- 
dence of  fury  or  revenge,  as,  in  driving  the  flakes 
through  the  throat  to  the  cranium,  the  fagittal, 
with  part  of  the  fcalp,  was  borre  on  their  points 
fome  inches  above  the  reft  of  the  fkull.  Be- 
tween the  flakes  a  fire  had  been  made,  and  near 
it  fome  calcined  bones  were  obfervcd,  but  none 
of  thefe  appearances  enabled  us  to  fatisfy  our- 
iclvcs,  concerning  the  manner  in  which  the  bo- 
dies had  been  dilpctcd  of. 

The  fituatlon  c*  ihis  point  is  a  little  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  i  arrow  paflage  Mr.  Johnflonc 
had  gone  through  ,  the  north  extremity  of  which 
is  formed  by  v.  \  cry  long  Tandy  fpit,  where  feven- 
teen  of  the  long  iupportcd  poles  were  fecn  like 
thofe  before  defer ibed  on  New  Dungenefs.  Thefc 
poles  had  frequently  prefcnted  themfelves,  though 
in  Ids  numbers  than  on  the  prefcnt  occafion  ; 

but 
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but  though  thcfc  afTJ^rdcd  us  an  opportunity  of 
examining  them,  they  did  not  contribute  the 
Icafl  inftrudion  concerning  the  purpofc  for  which 
they  were  intended.  They  were  uniformly  placed 
in  the  center  of  the  low  flmdy  fpit,  at  the  dlf- 
tance  of  about  eighty  yards  from  each  other ; 
and  it  fliould  feem  that  they  were  required  to 
be  of  certain  definite  heights,  although  not  all 
equally  high.  They  were,  in  general,  about  fix 
inches  in  diameter  at  the  bottom,  and  perfedly 
ilraight ;  and,  when  too  lliort,  a  piece  was  added, 
which  was  very  neatly  fcarfed  on ;  the  top  of 
each  terminating  in  two  points  like  a  crefcent, 
or  rather  like  the  ftralght  fpreading  horns  of  an 
ox.  The  talleft  of  thefe  poles  I  fhould  fuppofc 
to  be  about  one  hundred  feet,  the  lliorteft  not  fo 
lu^Ai  by  ten  or  fifteen  feet.  Between  feveral  of 
them  large  holes  were  dug  in  the  ground,  in 
which  were  many  flones  that  had  been  burnt, 
which  gave  thefe  holes  the  refemblance  of  the 
cookina;  t^Iaccs  in  the  South-Sea  iflands.  There 
wa.-;,  hov.cver,  no  appearance  of  any  recent  ope- 
rations oi  that  kind. 

In  moll  of  my  excurfions  I  met  with  an  indu- 
rated clay,  much  rcfembllng  fuller's-earth.  The 
liigh  fteep  clilF,  forming  the  point  of  land  we 
were  now  upon,  feemed  to  be  principally  com- 
pofcd  of  this  matter ;  which,  on  a  more  clofc 
cxariiination,  appeared  to  be  a  rich  fpecies  of  the 
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marrow    ftone,    from   whence  it  obtained   the 
name  of  Marrow-Stone  Point.    Eaftof  this 
cliff,  the  fliorc  is  extended  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  by  one  of  thofe  fandy  projcding  points  wc 
had  fo  frequently  met  with.     Here  ^ve  dined > 
and  had  an  excellent  view  of  this  inlet,  which 
appeared  to  be  of  no  inconliderable  extent.     The 
eallcrn  fhorc  ftrctchcd  by  compafs  from  N.  4 1  W. 
to  S.  51  E. ;  the  fouth  extremity  of  the  wcfteni 
fiiore  bore  S.  20  E. ;  and,-  oetween  thefe  latter 
bearings,  the  horizon  was  o    :upied  by  illands,  or 
land  appearing  much  broken.     The  weather  was 
ferenc  and   pleafant,  and  the  country  continued 
to   exhibit,   between  us  and  the  eaftcrn  fnovvy 
range,  the  fame  luxuriant  appearance.     At  its 
northern  extremity,  mount  Baker  bore  by  com- 
pafs N.  22  E.  ;  the  round  fnowy  mountain,  now 
forming  its  fouthern  extremity,  and  which,  after 
my  friend   Rear  Admiral  Rainier,  I  diftinguiflied 
by  the  name  of  Mount  Rainier,  bore  N.  42 
E.     Having  finlflicd  all  our  bufmefs  at  this  Na- 
tion, the  boats  received  the  fame  dire6tions  as 
before;  and   having  appointed  the  weftern  part 
of  fome  land  appearing  like  a  long  ifland,  and 
bearing  S.  E.  by  S.  four  leagues  diftant,  for  our 
evening's    rendezvous,    we    left    Marrow-Stone 
point  with  a  pleafant  gale,  and  every  profpec^  of 
accomplilhing  our  Jc\eral  talks.     The  favorable 
breeze  availed  us  but  little ;  for  we  had  not  ad- 
vanced 
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vanccd  a  league  before  we  found  the  influence  of 
io  ftrong  an  ebb  tfdc  that,  with  all  the  exertions 
of  our  oars  in  addition  to  our  fails,  vvc  could 
fcarccly  make  any  progrcfs  along  the  coaft.  To- 
wards fun-fct,  both  the  wind  and  the  weather 
materially  changed ;  the  former  became  light 
and  variable,  frcrr:  the  fouthern  quarter,  and 
brought  with  i  inccflant  torrents  of  rain.  Wc 
pcrfcvcrcd,  however,  in  our  endeavours  to  gain 
our  deftincd  point,  but  without  fuccefs,  until 
about  eleven  at  night ;  when,  having  colledcd 
the  boats  by  llgnal,  wc  bore  up  for  the  weftcrn, 
which  was  ncarcft  the  lliore,  and  landed  about 
one  in  the  morning,  completely  drenched.  With 
ihmc  difficulty  we  got  a  fire,  and  found  a  tole- 
rable place  for  our  tents.  This,  though  uncom- 
fortable, protec'ted  us  in  fome  degree  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  which  detained  us 
all  tlie  next  day.  On  Wcdncfday  morning  the 
gth,  we  found  ourfclves  near  the  fouth  extremity 
of  the  narrow  flioal  paifagc  through  which  Mr. 
Johnftonc  had  paffcd  from  port  Townfhend,  in 
a  very  fine  co\c,  affording  good  anchorage  from 
10  to  25  fathoms,  excellent  holding  ground,  and 
fufRciently  capacious  to  accommodate  many  vcf- 
fcls.  We  traverfed  it?  northern  Ihores,  but  could 
not  find  any  water,  except  fuch  as  dripped  in 
imall  quantities  from  the  rocks.  Whilft  detain- 
vd  hv  this  unfavorable   weather,    fome  of  the 
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young  gentlemen  in  their  excurfions  found  fcve- 
ral  oak-trees,  of  which  they  produced  fpccimens; 
but  ftated  that  they  had  not  feen  any  exceeding 
three  or  four  feet  in  circumference.  In  confe- 
quencc  of  this  valuable  difcovery,  the  place  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Oak  Cove. 

The  weather  in  fome  meafure  clearing  up  foon 
after  day-break  on  Thurfday  the  loth,  we  again 
embarked,  and  continued  on  the  fame  wefteni 
or  continental  lliore,  making  a  very  flow  pro- 
grcfs,  owing  to  a  flrong  ebb  tide,  and  a  frelh 
S.  E.  wind,  againft  us. 

We  had  not  been  long  out  of  Oak  cove,  when 
we  defcricd  fome  Indians  paddling  flowly  under 
the  Ice  of  a  rocky  point,  with  an  apparent  inten- 
tion of  waiting  our  approach.  In  this  they  were 
foon  gratiiied,  and  on  our  arrival,  they  did  not 
icem  to  exprefs  the  Icalt  doubt  of  our  friendly 
difpofition  towards  them.  They  courteoufly  of- 
fered fuch  things  as  they  poircfTcd,  and  cordially 
accepted  fome  medals,  beads,  knives,  and  other 
trinkets,  which  I  prefented  to  them,  and  with 
which  they  appeared  to  be  highly  ple*fed.  Wc 
were  now  employed  in  taking  fuch  neceilafv 
angles  as  the  weather  permit:ed  us  to  obtaiuy 
and  in   acquiring  fome  further  information  of 
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like  a  long,  low  ifland ;  the  other,  apparently 
much  Id's,   ftretchcd  to  the  fouth-weilward  o( 
the  fame  land ;  the  fhorcs  of  which  terminating 
in  a  high  perpendicular  bluff  point,  was,  in  con- 
fcquencc  of  the  change   we  experienced  in  its 
neighbourhood,  called  Foulweatiiku  Bluff. 
As  my  intentions  were  not  to  depart  from  the 
continental  boundary,  the  wcftern  arm  was  the 
firft  obJc(ii  of  our  examination;  and  we  directed 
our  courfe  towards  a  high   lump  of  land  that 
hud  the  appearance  of  an  ifland,    entertaining 
little  doubt  of  fiiVding  a  way  into  the  fouth  eaft* 
em,  or  main  arm,  ibuth   of  the  fuppofed  long 
low  ifland.     Off  this  point  lie  ibmc  rocks  above 
water,  with  others  vifible  only  at  low  tide,  ex- 
tending at  the  diftance  of  three  fourths  of  a  milcj 
and  nearly  a  mile  along  the  fhorc.     The  country 
thereabouts  prefcntcd  a  very  different  afpc6l  from 
that  which  we  had  been  accuftomcd  to  fee.    hi- 
ftcad  of  the  fandy   cliffs  that  form  the   ihorcs 
within  the  ftraits,  thefe  were  compofcd  of  Iblid 
rocks.     On  them  the  herbage  and  flirubs  fccmcd 
to  tlouriih  with  lefs  luxuriance,  though  the  trees 
appeared  to  form  a  much  greater  variety.     Hav- 
ing landed  about  nine  o'clock  to  breakfall,  and 
to  take  the  advantage  of  the  fun  and  wind  to  diy 
fomc  of  our  clothes,  our  friends  the  Indians,  1c- 
vcntcen  in  number,  landed  alfo  from  fix  cdHocs 
about  half  a  mile  a-hcad  of  us,  and  then  walked 

tovrar(i-> 


ncd 

•CCS 

md 

[diy 
1c- 

liocs 
kcii 

lir'.U 


v 


17()2.]  ROUND  IHB  WORLD.  £3 

towards  our  party,  attended  by  a  fmgic  cano^ 
along  the  fliore  ;  they  having  hauled  vip  all  the 
others.  They  now  approached  us  with  the  ut- 
moft  confidence,  without  being  armed,  and  be- 
haved in  the  moft  refpcdlul  and  orderly  manner. 
On  a  line  being  drawn  with  a  ftick  on  the  fand 
between  the  two  parties,  they  immediately  fat 
down,  and  no  one  attempted  to  pafs  it,  with- 
out previoufly  making  figns,  requeuing  permif- 
fion  for  fo  doing.   ' 

In  their  pcrfbns,  drefs,  canoes,  &c.  they  much 
refembled  the  Indians  of  port  Difcovcry ;  they 
had  not  the  moft  dlftant  knowledge  of  the 
Nootka  language,  and  it  was  with  fome  diffi- 
culty that  any  of  their  numerals  were  acquired. 
They  had  not  any  thing  to  diipofe  of  excepting 
their  bows,  arrows,  and  ibme  few  of  their  woollen 
and  lliin  garments ;  amongll  the  latter  appeared 
to  be  the  Ik  in  of  a  young  lionefs.  Thcfc  they 
exchanged  for  trinkets,  and  other  things  of  little 
value,  and  in  the  traffic  conduced  themfelves  in 
a  very  fair  and  honed  manner. 

After  we  had  embarked  they  examined  the 
place  where  wc  had  been  fitting,  and  then  pad- 
dled towards  their  village,  which  was  fituatcd 
in  a  very  pleafant  cove  a  little  to  the  S.  W.  and 
built  with  wood,  after  the  fafliion  of  the  dcferted 
ones  we  had  before  fccn.  The  wind  blowing 
ftroni!:  from  the  fouthward  fo  much  retarded  our 
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progress,  that  at  noort  wc  had  only  reached  the 
N.  W.  point  of  the  arm  we  had  been  fleering 
for,  and  which  was  not  more  thun  five  miles 
from  our  flation  in  Oak  cove,  in  a  diredion  S. 
l-l  E. ;  its  obferved  latitiulr  was  47''  5'd',  longi- 
tude 237"  ?>(y,  Foulwcathcr  bluff  forming  the 
oppofite  point  of  entrance  into  the  arm,  bore  eafl 
about  half  a  league  diftant.  The  flrcngth  of  the 
ebb  tide  obliged  us  to  flop  near  two  hours,  and 
from  its  rapidity  wc  were  induced  to  believe,  as 
■we  had  before  fufpedcd,  that  citlier  the  eaftern 
lliore  was  an  ifland,  or  that  the  tide  had  extcn- 
five  inland  communication. 

On  the  flood  returning,  wc  rcfumcd  our  route, 
and  found  our  fuppofcd  high  round  ifland  con- 
ned:ed  with  the  main  by  a  low  fandy  neck  oi 
land,  nearly  occupied  by  a  ialt-watcf  fv\amp. 
Into  the  bay,  formed  between  this  point  and  that: 
\ve  had  departed  from,  defcended  a  few  fmall 
flreams  of  frefh  water  ;  with  which,  fo  I'ar  lu;  we 
"Were  enabled  to  judge,  the  country  did  not 
abound.  This  opinion  was  fandioned  by  tlic 
Indians  who  vlfited  us  this  mornine,  brinjxlnr: 
with  them  fmall  fquare  boxes  filled  with  frefli 
water,  which  wc  could  not  tempt  them  to  dif- 
pofe  of.  Hence  this  branch  of  the  inlet  takes  a 
diredion  about  S.  W.  f  S.  near  13  miles,  and 
is  in  c;eneral  about  half  a  lea2;ue  wide.  Its  fliorcs 
exhibited  by  no  means  the  luxuriant  appearance 
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we  had  left  behind,  being  nearly  dcltitutc  of  the 
open  verdant  fpots,  and  alternately  compol'cd  of 
fandy  or  rocky  cllliii  tailing  abrnptly  into  tlie  Tea, 
or  tcrniinatini!,  on  a  beach  ;  whilft  in  f'omc  places 
the  even  lane'  extended  from  the  water  fide, 
with  little  or  no  elevation.  The  low  projedin^ 
points  caufc  the  coaft  to  be  lomcwhat  indented 
with  fmall  bays,  where,  near  the  fhore,  we  had 
ibundings  from  five  to  twelve  ilithoms ;  bnt  iu 
the  middle  of  the  channel,  though  not  more  than 
two  miles  in  h,  no  bottom  eonld  be  reached 

with  J 10  fathi.ms  of  line. 

We  had  not  advanced  more  than  two  or  three 
miles  before  wc  loll  the  advantage  of  the  flood 
tide,  and  met  a  ftream  that  ran  conllantly  down. 
This,  with  a  \cry  freili  S.  W.  vsind,  i'o  retarded 
our  progrefs,  that  it  was  not  until  Friday  the 
]  ith  at  noon  that  we  reached  the  extent  above 
mentioned,  \\hieh  we  lound  to  be  fituatcd  due 
fouth  of  our  obrer\'atory  in  port  Difeovcry,  in  the 
latitude  of  i;^*  'M/.  Yvom  this  Ibition,  which  I 
called  HazI' L  Point  in  confequencc  of  its  pro- 
ducing many  of  thole  trees,  the  channel  divides 
into  two  branches,  one  taking  a  direction  nearly 
due  north,  tlie  other  S.  W.  We  ilill  continued 
on  the  Ti'jht  hand,  or  continental  fliore,  and 
found  the  northern  arm  terminate  at  the  dil- 
tance  cf  about  fevcn  miles  in  a  fpacious  baf(Mi, 
where  bcttom  could  not  be  found  with  70  fa- 

Ct  3  thorns 


V 


m 


^ 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3> 


1.0 


I.I 


£:  us   112.0 


1.8 


Photographic 

Sciences 

Corporation 


1.25 

M.  ||i6 

^ 

6"     

► 

^!t 


SJ 


\ 


N> 


o^ 


23  WIST  MAIN  STREIT 

WiBSTiR.N.Y.  14SS0 

(716)  872-4503 


'^ 


i- 


p  ■ 


R 


86  A   VOYAGE  OF  DIsCOVRHY  [[mAY, 

thoms  of  line.     As  we  returned  to  take  up  our 
abode  for  the  night  at  the  S.  W.  point  of  this 
arm,  we  obferved  fome  fmoke  on  Ihore,  and  faw 
a  canoe  hauled  up  into  a  fmall  creek ;  but  none 
of  the  inhabitants  could  be  difcovered,  nor  did  we 
hear  or  fee  any  thing  of  them  during  the  night. 
The  next  morning,  Saturday  the  1 2th,  at  four 
o'clock,  we  again  embarked.     Having  been  fup- 
plied  for   five  days    only,    our  provifions   were 
greatly  cxhauftcd,    and  the  commencement  of 
this,  which  was  the  fixth,  threatened  us  with 
Ihort  allowance.     Our  fportfmen  had  been  un- 
able to  affifl  our  ftock  ;  and  the  profpeft  of  ob- 
taining any  fupplies  from  the  natives  was  equally 
uncertain.      The  region   we   had  lately  paffed 
feemcd  nearly  deftitute  of  human  beings.     The 
brute  creation  alfo  had   dcfertcd  the  lliores ;  the 
tracks  of  deer  were  no  longer  to  be  feen ;  nor 
was  there  an  aquatic  bird  on  the  whole  extent 
of  the  canal ;  animated  nature  feemed  nearly  cx- 
hauftcd ;  and   her  awful  filence  was  only  now 
and  then  interrupted  by  the  croaking  of  a  raven, 
the  breathing  of  a  feal,  or  the  fcream  of  an  eagle. 
Even  thcfe  folitarv  founds  were  fo  fcldom  heard, 
that  the  ruftling  (A'  the  breeze  along  the  Ihorc, 
afliftcd   by  the   folcmn  ftillncfs    that  prevailed, 
gave  rife  to  ridiculous  fufpicions  in  our  feamen 
of  hearing  rattltfnakes,  and  other  hideous  mon- 
gers,  in  the  wildcrnefs,  which  was  compo/cd  of 

the 
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the  produdllons  already  mentioned,  but  which 
appeared  to  grow  with  infinitely  lefs  vigour  than 
we  had  been  accultomed  to  witnefs. 

To  the  weftward  and  N.  W.  lay  that  range 
of  fnowy  mountains,  noticed  the  morning  we 
fpoke  with  the  Oblumbia.  Thefe  gradually  de- 
fcendcd  in  a  fouthcrn  dircdion,  whilft  the  fum- 
mit  of  the  caftcrn  range  now  and  then  appear- 
ing, feemcd  to  give  bounds  to  this  low  country 
on  that  fide.  Between  the  S.  E.  and  S.  W.  a 
i:ountry  of  a  very  moderate  height  feemed  to  ex- 
tend as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  ;  and,  from  its 
eminences  and  vallics,  there  was  rcafon  to  believe 
that  this  inlet  continued  to  meander  a  very  con- 
iidcrable  diftance,  which  made  mc  much  regret 
that  W(j  were  not  provided  for  a  longer  excurfion. 
Vet,  haying  pioceeded  thus  far,  I  refolved  to 
continue  our  refearches,  though  at  the  expence 
of  a  little  hunger,  until  the  inlet  Ihould  either 
terminate,  or  fo  extenfively  open,  as  to  render  it 
expedient  that  the  vcifels  ihould  be  brought  up ; 
V.  hich  would  be  a  very  tedious  and  difagreeable 
operation,  In  confcquencc  of  the  narrownefs  of 
the  channel,  and  the  great  depth  of  the  water. 
Soundings  In  fome  places  only  could  be  gained 
tlofc  to  the  Ihorc;  and  In  the  middle  no  bottom 
had  any  where  been  found  with  100  fathoms  of 
line,  although  the  fliorcs  were  in  general  low, 
and  not  half  a  lcaa;uc  afunder. 
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•  Having  very  pleafant  weather,  and  a  gentle 
favorable  breeze,  we  proceeded,  and  paiTed  fcve- 
ral  runs  of  freih  water.  Near  one  of  the  largcft 
we  obferved  our  latitude  at  noon  to  be  47°  27'; 
and  once  again  had  the  pleafure  of  approaching 
an  inhabited  country.  A  canoe,  in  which  there 
were  three  men,  went  alongfide  the  launch,  and 
bartered  a  few  trllies  for  beads,  iron,  and  copper, 
but  declined  every  invitation  from  us  to  come  on 
fliore.  From  Mr.  Puget  I  learned,  that  they  ap- 
peared to  be  very  honefl  in  their  dealings,  and 
had  ufed  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevail  on 
the  party  in  the  launch  to  attend  them  home, 
which  he  undcrflood  to  be  at  the  diftance  of 
about  a  league,  and  for  which  they  feemed  to 
make  the  befl  of  their  way,  probably  to  acquaint 
their  friends  with  the  approach  of  ftrangers. 
Soon  after  we  had  dined,  a  fmoke  was  obferved 
near  the  fuppofed  place  of  their  rcfidence  ;  made, 
as  we  concluded,  for  the  purpofe  of  direding  us 
to  their  habitations,  for  which  we  immediately 
fet  off,  agreeably  to  their  very  civil  invitation. 

An  idea  during  this  excurfion  had  occurred  to 
us,  that  part  of  the  brute  creation  have  an  aver- 
fion  to  the  abfence  of  the  human  race  ;  this  opi- 
nion feemed  how  in  iomc  meafurc  confirmed,  by 
the  appearance  for  the  firft  time  during  the  laft 
three  days,  of  fcvcral  fpecies  of  ducks,  and  other 
aquatic  birds.  I  do  not,  however,  mean  abfo- 
-,...;  .     '•  lutcly 
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lutcly  to  infer,  that  it  is  the  affcdion  of  the  lower 
orders  of  the  creation  to  man,  that  draws  thenn 
to  the  fame  fpots  which  human  beings  prefer, 
fince  it  is  highly  probable  that  fuch  places  as 
afford  the  moll  eligible  refidence  in  point  of  fuf- 
tenance  to  the  human  race,  in  an  uncivilized 
itatc,  may  be,  by  the  brute  creation,  reforted  to 
for  the  fame  purpofc.  ■     ''    -^     -  ^ 

The  habitations  of  our  new  friends  appeared 
to  be  fituated  nearly  at  the  extremity  of  this  in- 
let, or  where  It  appeared  to  take  a  very  fliarp 
turn  to  the  S.  E.  Hill  favoring  our  hopes  of  re- 
turning by  the  great  eallcrn  arm.  Thefc,  how- 
ever, vaniihed  on  landing,  as  we  found  its  S.  W. 
direction  terminate  in  land,  apparently  low  and 
fvvampy,  with  a  ihoal  extending  fomc  dlllancc 
from  its  Ihores,  forming  a  narrow  pallage  to  the 
fouth-eaftward  'nto  a  cove  or  bafon,  which  fcem- 
ed  its  termination  alfo  in  that  diredion. 

Here  we  found  the  finclt  ilream  of  frefli  water 
we  had  yet  fcen ;  from  the  fizc,  clearnefs,  and 
rapidity  of  which,  little  doubt  could  be  enter- 
tained of  its  having  its  fourcc  in  perpetual  fprings. 
Near  it  were  tvv^i  miferable  huts  with  mats 
thrown  carelefsly  over  tbcm,  protecting  their 
tenants  neither  from  the  heat  nor  feverlty  of  the 
weather;  thefe  huts  iccmed  calculated  to  con- 
tain only  the  five  or  fix  men  then  prefent,  though 
prcvioully  to  our  (quitting  the  boats  we  fuppofed 
.    .  a  greater 
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a  greater  number  of  perfons  had  been  feen  ;  thofc 
"were  probably  their  women,  who  on  our  ap- 
proach had  retired  to  the  woods. 

Thcfe  good  people  condu<$ted  thcmfclves  in 
the  moft  friendly  manner.     They  had   little  to 
difpofe  of,  yet  they  bartered  away  their  bows 
and  arrows  without  the  jeaft  hcfitation,  together 
w  ith  fome  fmall  fifh,  cockles,  and  clams ;  of  the 
latter  wc  purchaled  a  large  quantity,  a  fupply  of 
which  was  very  acceptable  in  the  low  condition 
of  our  flock.     They  made  us  clearly  to  under- 
ftand,  that  in  the  cove  to  the  S.  E.  wc  lliould 
find  a  number  of  their  countrymen,    who  had 
the  like  commodities  to  difpofe  of;  and  being 
anxious  to  leave  no  doubt  concerning  a  further 
inland  navigation  by  this  arm  of  the  fea,  and 
wilhing  to  eftabliih,  as  far  as  poflible,  a  friendly 
intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
which,  from  the  docile  and  inoffcnfivc  manners 
of  thofe  we  had  feen,  appeared  a  tafk  of  no  great 
difficulty,  we  proceeded  to  a  low  point  of  land 
that  forms  the   north  entrance   into  the   cove, 
Hiere  we  beheld  a  number  of  the  natives,  who 
did  not  betray  the  fmallcfl  apprchenfion  at  our 
approach  ;  the  whole  alfcmbly  remained  quietly 
fcatcd  on  the  grafs,  excepting  two  or  three  whofc 
particular  office  feemed  to  be  that  of  making  us 
welcome  to  their  country.     Thcfe  prclcnted  us 
with  fome  iilh,  and  received  in  return  trinkets  of 
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inds,  Avlilch  dclisrhtcd  tl 


Pl 


various  kinas,  Avnicn  aciigntca  tncm  cxceflivply. 
They  attended  us  to  their  companions,  who 
amounted  in  number  to  about  fixty,  including 
the  women  and  children.  We  were  received 
by  them  with  equal  cordiality,  and  treated  with 
marks  of  great  Irien^fliip  and  hoipitaiity.  A 
Ihort  time  was  here  cuiployed  in  exchanges  ot* 
mutual  civilities.  The  females  on  this  occafion 
took  a  very  a<5livc  part.  They  prefentcd  us  with 
fi(h,  arrows,  and  other  trifles,  in  a  way  that  con- 
vinced us  they  had  much  plcafurc  in  fo  doing. 
They  did  not  appear  to  differ  in  any  refpe^t  from 
the  inhabitants  wc  had  before  feen  ;  and  fome  of 
our  gentlemen  were  of  opinion  that  they  recog- 
nized the  perfons  of  one  or  two  who  had  vifited 
us  on  the  preceding  Thurfday  morning ;  parti- 
cularly one  man,  who  had  fuffercd  very  much 
from  the  fmall  pox.  This  deplorable  difeafe  is 
not  only  common,  but  it  is  greatly  to  be  appre- 
hended is  very  fatal  amongll  them,  as  its  inde- 
lible marks  were  feen  on  many  ;  and  feveral  had 
loft  the  fight  of  one  eye,  which  \^as  remarked 
to  be  generally  the  left,  owing  m.oft  likely  to 
the  virulent  cffeds  of  this  baneful  diforder.  The 
refidencc  of  thefe  j)ec)plc  here  was  doubtlefs  of  a 
temporary  nature  ;  few  had  taken  tLc  trouble  of 
crcding  their  ufual  miferable  huts,  being  con- 
tent to  lodge  on  the  ground,  with  loofe  mats 
only  for  their  covering. 
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From  this  point,  which  is  fituatcd  nearly  at 
tlie  foiith  extremity  of  the  channel  in  latitude 
47°  21',  longitude  237°  ^'2',  little  doubt  exifted 
of  the  cove  terminating  its  navigation.  To  af- 
certain  this,  whilft  I  remained  with  thcfe  civil 
people,  Mr.  Johnftone  was  directed  to  row 
round  the  projcdlion  that  had  obftru6led  our 
view  of  the  whole  circumference  of  the  cove, 
which  is  about  two  miles ;  and,  if  it  were  not 
clofcd,  to  purfue  its  examination.  Our  former 
conjcc'Hiurcs  being  confirmed,  on  his  return  we 
prepared  to  depart ;  and,  as  we  were  putting  off 
from  the  fliorc,  a  cloak  of  inferior  fea  otter  {kins 
was  brought  down,  which  I  purchafcd  for  a  fmall 
piece  of  copper.  Upon  this  they  made  figns  that 
if  we  would  remain,  more,  and  of  a  fupcrior  qua- 
lity, Ihould  be  produced  ;  but  as  this  was  not  our 
objcd:,  and  as  we  had  finifl-jcd  our  propofed  tafk 
fooner  than  was  cxpcd:ed  this  morning,  to  the 
no  fmall  fatisfad:ion  of  our  whole  party,  we  di- 
rected our  courfc  back  towards  port  Difcovery, 
from  which  we  were  now  about  70  miles  dif- 
tant. 

A  frefli  northwardly  wind,  and  the  approach 
of  night,  obliged  us  to  take  up  our  abode  about 
two  miles  from  the  Indians,  fome  of  whom  had 
followed  us  along  the  beach  until  we  landed, 
when  they  pofted  tlicmfclvcs  at  the  dillancc  of 
about  half  a  mile,  to  obfcrvc  our  ditlercnt  em- 
-'■   •  •  '  ploymcnts ; 
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ploymcnts ;  at  dark  they  all  retired,  and  we  nei- 
ther heard  nor  faw  any  thing  more  of  them. 
The  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide,  although  the  cur- 
rent conftantly  ran  down  without  any  great  de- 
gree of  rapidity,  appeared  to  have  been  nearly  ten 
feet,  and  it  was  high  water  3''  bo^  after  the  moot\ 
pafled  the  meridian. 

Early  on  Sunday  morning  the  1 3th,  we  again 
embarked ;  direding  our  route  down  the  inlet, 
which*  after  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Hood, 
1  called  Hood's  Channel;  but  our  progrefs 
homeward  was  fo  very  flow,  that  it  was  Mon- 
day afternoon,  the  14th,  before  we  reached  Foul- 
weather  bluff.  This  promontory  is  not  ill  named, 
for  we  had  fcarcely  landed,  when  a  heavy  rain 
commenced,  which  continuing  the  reft  of  the 
day,  obliged  us  to  remain  ftationary.  This  de- 
tention 1  endeavoured  to  reconcile  with  the  hope 
that  the  next  morning  would  permit  fome  exa- 
mination, or  at  leaft  afford  us  a  view  of  the  great 
eaftcrn  arm,  before  vvc  returned  to  the  Hiips; 
but  in  this  I  was  difappointed.  After  waiting 
until  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  Tucfday  the 
15th,  without  the  Icall  profped  of  an  alteration 
for  the  better,  wc  again  fct  out  with  a  iV'  Hi. 
breeze  at  S.  S.  E.  attended  with  heavy  fqualL 
and  torrents  of  rain ;  and  about  four  in  the  af- 
ternoon arrived  on  board,  much  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  I  believe  of  all  parties,  as  great  anxiety. had 
•  been 
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been  entertained  tor  our  fafct}',  in  coiilequcncc 
of  the  unexpcdcd  length  of  our  ablcncc.  The 
fwivels  fired  from  our  boat  and  that  of  the  Cliat- 
ham's  the  morning  after  our  departure,  were 
heard  on  board,  and  were  the  caulc  of  much  alarm 
after  the  expiration  of  the  time  appointed  lor  our 
return.  Such  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  fc- 
veral  common  occupations  going  forward  when 
I  left  the  Ihips,  that  I  had  the  fatisfadion  to  find 
every  thing  accomplifhed.  But  from  Mr.  Whid- 
bey  I  underftood,  that  the  weather  had  been  fo 
unfavorable  to  c  ar  aftronomical  purfuits,  that  he 
had  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  lunar  diftances> 
though  he  had  Succeeded  in  afcertaining  the  rate 
of  the  chronometers.  Having,  however,  acquired 
fufHcient  authority  of  this  nature  for  correcting 
our  furvey,  and  carrying  it  further  into  execution, 
1  determined  to  depart  as  foon  as  the  weather 
lliould  break  up.  This  did  not  happen  until 
Thurfday  afternoon  the  1 7th  ;  when  the  tents 
and  oblcrvatory  were  rc-embarkcd,  and  every 
thing  got  in  readinefs  for  failing  the  next  morn- 
ing, Friday  the  18th.  A  light  air  from  the  Si 
E.  and  pleafant  weather,  favored  our  departure  ; 
and  about  breakfaft  time,  the  fliip  arriving  at  the 
entrance  of  the  port«  I  landed  on  the  cafl  end 
of  Protcdlion  ifland,  iri  order,  from  its  eminence, 
to  take  a  more  accurate  view  of  the  furrounding 
Ihores.     In  moil  dire»5tions,  they  fccnied  much 
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broken,  particularly  in  the  northern  quarter^ 
being  there  occupied  by  an  archipelago  of  inlands 
of  various  fizcs.  On  my  return  on  board,  I  di- 
redcd  Mr.  Broughton  to  ufe  his  endeavours,  in 
the  Chathiim,  to  acquire  fome  information  in 
that  line,  whilft  I  continued  my  examination 
with  the  Difcovcry  up  the  inlet  which  we  had 
difcovercd  in  the  boats,  to  the  eaftward  of  Foul- 
weather  bluff;  appointing  the  lirll  inlet  to  the 
fouth-caftvvard  of  that  point  on  the  {larboard,  or 
continental  fliore,  as  our  place  of  rendezvous. 
We  parted  about  noon  in  pleafant  weather,  and 
with  a  fine  breeze  directed  our  veffcls  agreeably 
to  our  refpedivc  purfuits* 

As  a  more  particular  dcfcriptlon  of  port  Difco- 
covery  and  the  furrounding  country  would  have 
interfered  with  our  primary  object  of  afcertaining 
the  boundary  of  this  coaft,  I  fliall  referve  it  for 
the  fubje<fl  of  the  following  fliort  chapter ;  and 
fliall  conclude  this  with  fuch  aftronomical  and 
nautical  obfcrvations  as  circumftanccs  permitted 
us  to  make  whilft  in  port,  as  well  as  thofe  made 
previous  to  our  arrival  and  after  our  departure  ; 
which  have  aflifted  in  fixing  its  longitude,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  exterior  coaft  of  New  Al- 
bion fouthward  to  cape  Mendocino. 

A  part  of  this  coaft,  prior  to  our  vifit,  had 
been  fccn  by  different  navigators,  and  the  pofl- 
tion  of  certain  head  lands,  capes,  &c.  given  to 
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the  world.  Several  of  thcfe  I  have  found  my- 
fclf  under  the  necefiity  of  placing  in  different 
latitudes  and  longitudes,  as  well  thole  fccn  by 
Captain  Cook,  as  others  laid  do'.vn  by  the  diffe- 
rent vifitors  who  have  foUov.cd  him.  This,  how- 
ever, I  have  not  prefumcd  to  do,  from  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  fupcrior  abilities  as  an  alironomtr, 
or  integrity  as  an  hiftorian ;  but  from  the  con- 
vidion,  that  no  one  of  my  predcceffors  had  the 
good  fortune  to  meet  io  favorable  an  opportu- 
nity for  the  examination  :  under  the  happy  cir- 
cumftances  of  which  I  have  been  induced  to  af- 
fign,  to  the  feveral  confpicusus  head  lands,  points, 
&c.  the  pofitions  afcertained  by  the  refult  of  our 
feveral  obfcrvations  ;  from  which,  as  it  evidently 
appeared  that  our  chronometer  had  materially 
accelerated  on  its  Otaheitean  rate,  it  may  not  be 
unacceptable  to  ffate  the  mode  I  adopted  for  the 
corrcdion  of  that  error.  *''"  '       -*>^     '  fi   ' 

In  our  paffagc  towards,  and  during  bur  flay 
amongd,  the  Sandwich  ifland^,  the  chronometer, 
agreeably  to  its  Otaheitean  rate,  fcenicd  to  have 
been  accurate  to  a  fcrupulous  degree  of  nicety ; 
but,  bvfomc  obfcrvations  made  nrior  to  the  2Cth 
of  March,  it  appeared  to  have  deviated  manifeftly 
from  the  truth.  The  obfervations  made  on  that 
day  were  the  moil  remote  ones  I  made  ufe  of 
on  this  occalion  ;  and,  by  the  mean  refult  of  all' 
made  fniec  In  port  Dilcoycry,  inllead  of  the  chro- 
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nomctcr  gaining  at  the  rate  of  4"  3'^'  per  day 
only,  it  was  found  to  be  gaining  1 1"  bb*"  per 
day ;  and  therefore,  inftead  of  the  allowance  of 
the  former  rate,  from  the  2Gth  of  March  to  our 
arrival  on  the  coaft,  it  was  increafed  to  8"  per 
day;  and  from  the  17  th  of  April,  1  \"  Zo'"  were 
allowed  as  the  rate  of  the  chronometer,  for  the 
purpofe  of  reducing  all  our  obfervations  from  that 
period  to  our  arrival  in  port  Dlfcovery ;  which 
medium,  I  triifl,  will  hereafter  be  found  fully  to 
anfwci  my  expcdations.  The  following  will 
ferve  to  exhibit  the  different  obfervations  made 
to  eftablifn  this  point,  comprehending  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  fcts  of  lunar  dlftances,  each  fct 
containing  fix  obfervations,  taken  by  the  feveral 
officers  and  gentlemen  on  board,  as  follow: 


2Cth 
eilly 
that 
Ife  of 
)f  all 
:hro- 
ictcr 


Mr.  Pugct,  nine  fets  taken  between 

the  28th  March  and  Qth  of  April  237"  19'    5'' 
Mr.  VVhidbey,  fifty-eight  ditto,  the 

20lh  March  and  l2thof  June     237°  23^  38" 
Mr.  Orchard,  fifty- three  ditto,  ditto  237°  22' 
Mr.  J.  Stewart,  twenty-four  ditto, 

the  27th  of  March  and  2(jth  of 

April         -  -  -  037°  25'  50" 

Mr.  Ballard,  thirty-eight  ditto,  ditto  237°  22'  13" 
Myfeif  thirty-eight  ditto,  the  28th 

of  March  and  5  th  of  May  237°  21'     9" 
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Hence  the  longitude  of  the  bbfer- 

vatory  deduced  from  the  mean 

refult  of  the  above  obfcrved  dif- 

tances  of  the  a  a  ^  and  flars, 
"■    was  -    'T        •  .    ;:    y^v     237''  22'   ly'^ 

On  our  arrival  in  port  Difcovery,         W-"^  ,  t>>'- 
'    the  chronometer,  by  the  Portf-  .,,v:,,' 

mouth  rate,  on  the  4  th  of  May, 

(lie wed  -  -         23/''  51'    -v 

By  the  Otaheitean  rate  -         235°  5(j' 

Mr.  Arnold's  chronometer  on  board 

the  Chatham,  by  the  Otaheitean  •       > 

■    rate  -  -        •"   -         235'  27' 


f 


k 
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I  •■' 


From  the  above  obfervations,  and  nine  days 
correfponding  altitudes,  Kendal's  chronometer 
"vvas  found,  on  the  1 3th  of  May  at  noon,  to  be 
fail  of  mean  time  at  Grcnwich  45''  4&',  and  to 
be  gaining  on  mean  time  at  the  rate  of  1  ]"  55''^' 
per  day.  By  the  fame  obfervations,  Mr.  Ar- 
nold's, on  the  1 3th  of  May  at  noon,  was  faft  of 
mean  time  at  Greenwich  2''  50'  40",  and  was 
gaining  on  mean  time  at  the  rate  of  27"  per  day. 


The  latitude  of  the  obfcrvatory,  by 
the  mean  refult  of  nine  meridian 
altitudes,  was 


4H^  2'  30"' 


The 


19" 
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The  variation,  by  all  our  compafTes, 
in  eleven  fets  of  azimuths,  differ- 
ing  from  3o°  to  20°,  gave  their        ' 
meanrefult  .  .  ^lo  30^ 

The  vertical  inclination  of  the  mag."~"~~ 

netic  needle.  ^    .      . 

Marked  end  North  face  Eaft     -  '       ^ ,0  ^^, ' 
^'"^  '     Weft    .      750  5^.,. 

South  face  Eaft       -       750  j  ^/ 

'  Weft     .       75^  55^ 


m 


Ditto 

Ditto 


»>  ■  .^■'C 


-»  f,      -t  .  -^r  *  >-v  , 


Mean  vertical  inclination  of  the  North    ::: 

point  of  the  marine  dipping  needle  ;^4°  30^      ' 


In  port  Difcovery,   the  tide 
flow  on  the  full  of  the  moon,  about  ten  feet ; 
and  was  high  water  3"^  50'  after  the 
the  meridian.         '^^B>;il 
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was  dbferved  to 
otit  ten  feet ; 
moon  paifed 
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Defcriptton  of  Port  Dlfcovery  and  the  adjacent 
Country — Its  Inhabitants — Method  of  depofithig 
the  Dead — QonjeSinrcs  relative  to.  the  apparent 
Depopulation  of  the  Country.  . 

I  SHALL  now  proceed  to  relate  fuch  matters 
refpe^ling  the  country  of  New  Albion  as  ap- 
peared intitled  to  notice,  and  which  are  not  in- 
ferted  in  the  preceding  narrative. 

Port  Difcovery,  already  mentioned  as  a  per- 
fcdly  fafe  and  convenient  harbour,  has  its  outer 
points  1  ^  miles  afunder,  bearing  from  each  other 
S.  03  W.  and  N.  f>3  E. ;  its  entrance  is  fituated 
in  latitude:  48^  7',  longitude  237"  20|',  whence 
the  port  firft  takes  a  diredlion  S.  30  E.  about 
eight  miles,  and  then  terminates  S.  W.  by  W. 
about  a  league  further.  If  it  lies  under  any  dif- 
advantage,  it  is  in  its  great  depth  of  water ;  in 
which  reipedl,  however,  we  found  no  inconve- 
nience, as  the  bottom  was  exceedingly  good 
holding  ground,  and  free  from  rocks.  Towards 
the  upper  part  of  the  harbour  it  is  of  lefs  d-cpth  ; 
but  I  faw  no  fituation  more  eligible  than  that  in 
which  the  vciTcls  rode,  off  the  firfl:  low  Tandy 
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point  on  the  weftem  (hore,  about  4i  miles  with- 
in the  entrance.  Here  our  wooding,  watering, 
brewing,  and  all  other  operations  were  carried  on 
with  the  utmoft  facility  and  convenience.  The 
Ihorcs  of  Protedlion  illand  form  on  its  fouth  fide, 
which  is  about  two  miles  long,  a  moft  excellent 
roadftead,  and  a  channel  into  port  Difcovery, 
near  two  miles  wide  on  either  fide,  without  any 
interruption,  which,  with  other  nautical  parti- 
culars, are  exhibited  in  the  chart.     '    ' 

The  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  port 
may  generally  be  confidered  of  a  moderate  height, 
although  bounded  on  the  weft  fide  by  mountains 
covered  with  fnow,  to  which  the  land  from  the 
water's  edge  rifcs  in  a  pleafing  diveriity  by  hills 
of  gradual  afcent.     The  fnow  on  thefe  hills  pro- 
bably dilfolves  as  the  fummer  advances,  for  pine 
trees  were  produced  on  their  very  fummits.    On 
the  fea  fliore  the  land  generally  terminated  in 
low  fandy  cliffs ;  though  in  fome  fpaces  of  con- 
fiderablc  extent  it  ran  nearly  level  from  high 
water  mark.  The  foil  for  the  moft  part  is  a  light 
fandy  loam,  in  feveral  places  of  very  confiderable 
depth,  and  abundantly  mixed  with  decayed  ve- 
getables.    The  vigour  and  luxuriance  of  its  pro- 
dudions  proved  it  to  be  a  rich  fertile  mould, 
which  poflibly  might  be  confiderably  improved 
by  the  addition  of  the  calcareous  matter  contain- 
ed in  the  marrow  ftone  that  prefentcd  itfelf  in 
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many  places.  In  refpe(5l  to  its  mineral  produc- 
tions no  great  variety  was  obferved.  Iron  ore, 
in  its  various  forms,  was  generally  found ;  and 
from  the  weight  and  magnetic  qualities  of  fome 
fpecimens,  appeared  tolerably  rich,  particularly 
a  kind  that  much  referhbled  the  blood  ftone. 
Thefe,  with  quartz,  agate,  the  common  flint, 
and  a  great  intermixture  of  other  filicious  matter, 
(moft  of  the  ftones  we  met  with  being  of  that 
clafs)  with  fome  variety  of  calcareous,  magnc- 
fian,  and  argilaccous  earths,  were  the  mineral 
produiflions  generally  found...'  i  ,.!(  >'i7-^  .a 
:.  The  parts  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  applicable 
to  ufeful  purpofcs  appeared  to  grow  very  luxuri- 
antly, and  confifled  of  the  Canadian  and  Nor- 
wegian hemlock,  filver  pines,  the  Tacamahac 
and  Canadian  poplar,  arbor- vitcE,  common  yew,  ' 
black  and  common: .  dwarf  oak,  American  a(h, 
cprpmon  hazel,  iycamore,  fugar,  mountain,  and 
Penfylvanian  maple,  oriental  arbutus,  American 
alder,  and  common  willow ;  thefe,  with  the  Ca- 
nadian alder,  fmall  fruited  crab,  and  Penfylva- 
nian cherry  trees,  conftituted  the  forefts,  which , 
may  be  confidered  rather  as  encumbered,  than 
adorned,  with  underwood ;  although  there  were 
feveral  places  where,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  the  tra-  . 
Veller  might  pafs  without  being  in  thie  leaft  in- 
con^moded,  excepting  by  the  undecayed  trunks 
of  t^ec5  which  had  fallen.   Of  cfculent  vegetables 


,  fi.i.rri 


we 


.11 


ROUND  THE  WOELD. 


103 


we  found  but  few ;  the  white  or  dead  nettle,  and 
famphirc,  were  moft  common ;  the  wild  orache, 
vulgarly  called  fat-hen,  with  the  vetch.     Two 
or  three  forts  of  wild  peas,  and  the  common 
hedge  muftard,  were  frequently  though  not  al- 
ways met  with,  and  were  confidered  by  us  as  ex- 
cellent of  their  kinds,  and  ferved  to  relifh  our 
fait  provifionsi   on  which,   with   a  very  fcanty 
fupply  of  filh,  all  hands  fubfifted.     Amongft  the 
more  minute  produdions,  Mr.  Menzies  found 
conftant  amufement ;  and,  I  believe,  was  enabled 
to  make  fome  addition  to  the  catalogue  of  plants. 
'  The  knowledge  we  acquired  of  the  animal 
kingdom  was  very  imperfedt.     The  fkins  of  the 
animals  already  noticed  were  fuch  as  are  com- 
monly found  amongft  the  inhabitants  on  the  fea 
coafts  under  the    fame    parallel,    and    towards 
Nootka ;  thefe  were  moftly  of  the  coarfer  and 
more    common  forts.      Garments  of  fea  otter 
fkins  were  not  worn,  nor  did  many  fuch  fkins 
appear  amongft  the  inhabitants.     The  only  liv- 
ing quadrupeds  we  faw,  were  a  black  bear,  two 
or  three  wild  dogs,  about  as  many  rabbits,  feve- 
ral  fmall  brown  fquirrcls,  rats,  mice,  and  the 
ikunk,  whofe  effluvia  were  the  moft  intolerable 
and  offenfive  I  ever  experienced.  '    '  ■   *' 

Few  of  the  feathered  tribe  were  procured,  al- 
on  our  firft  arrival,  the  aquatic  birds 
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fupply  of  wild  fowl ;  but  thefe  were  all  fo  ex- 
tremely fliy  and  watchful,  that  our  guns  feldom 
reached  them  ;  and,  on  being  fired  at,  they  dif- 
appeared.  About  the  lliores  and  on  the  rocks, 
we  found  fomc  fpecies  of  the  tern,  the  common 
gull,  fea  pigeon  of  Newfoundland,  curlews,  fand- 
larks,  fliags,  and  the  black  fea  pye,  like  thofe  in 
New  Holland  and  New  Zealand;  thefe  were 
however  not  fo  abundant  as  the  others.  Nor 
did  the  woods  appear  to  be  much  refortcd  to  by 
the  feathered  race ;  two  or  three  fpruce  par- 
tridges had  been  feen ;  with  few  in  point  of 
number,  and  little  variety,  of  fmall  birds: 
amongft  which  the  humming  birds  bore  a  great 
proportion.  At  the  outlkirts  of  the  woods,  and 
about  the  water  fide,  the  white  headed  and  brown 
eagle ;  ravens,  carrion  crows,  American  king*s 
filhcr,  and  a  very  handfome  woodpecker,  were 
fcen  in  numbers ;  and  in  addition  to  thefe  on 

he  low  projecting  points,  and  open  places  in  the 
woods,  we  frequently  faw  a  bird  with  which  we 
were  wholly  unacquainted,  though  we  confidered 
it  to  be  a  fpecies  of  the  crane  or  heron  ;  fome  of 
their  eggs  were  found  of  a  bluifh  caft,  confide- 
rably  larger  than  that  of  a  turkey,  and  well  tafted. 
Thefe  birds  have  remarkably  long  legs  and  necks, 
and  their  bodies  feemed  to  equal  in  fize  the 
largeft  turkey.  Their  plumage  is  uniformly  of  a 
light  brown,  and  when  ered;,  their  height,  on  a 
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moderate  computation,  could  not  be  lefs  than 
lour  feet.  They  feemed  to  prefer  open  fituations, 
and  ufed  no  endeavours  to  hide  or  fcrecn  them- 
lelves  from  our  fight,  but  were  too  vigilant  to 
allow  our  fportfmen  taking  them  by  furprifc. 
Some  blue,  and  fomc  nearly  white  herons  of  the 
common  fize  were  alfo  feen. 

The  Tea  was.  not  much  more  bountiful  to  us 
of  its  animal  productions  than  was  its  fhorcs. 
The  fcanty  fupply  of  fifli  we  were  enabled  to 
procure,  confided  in  general  of  the  common  forts 
of  fmall  flat-fifli,  elephant  filh,  fea  bream,  fea 
perch,  a  large  fort  of  fculpin,  fome  weighing  fir 
or  eight  pounds,  with  a  greenifli  colour  about 
their  throat,  belly,  and  gills;  thefc  were  very 
coarfe,  but  no  ill  efFeds  were  confequent  on  eat- 
ing them.  The  above,  with  a  few  trout,  a  fmall 
fort  of  eel  extremely  well  tailed,  of  a  ycllowifh 
green  colour,  were  the  fiihes  we  moft  generally 
caught.  A  fmall  common  black  fnake,  a  few 
lizards  and  frogs,  together  with  a  variety  of  com- 
mon infeds,  none  of  which  could  be  confidered 
as  very  troublefbme,  were  the  only  creatures  of 
the  reptile  tribe  we  obferved. 

This  country,  regarded  in  an  agricultural  point 
of  view,  I  Ihould  conceive  is  capable  of  high  im- 
provement, notwithftanding  the  foil  in  general 
maybe  confidered  to  be  light  and  fandy.  Its 
fpontancous  produdlions  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
n;  woods 
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woods  arc  nearly  the  fame,  and  grow  in  equal 
luxuriance  with  thofc  under  a  finular  parallel  in 
Europe ;  favoring  the  hope,  that  if  nutritious 
exotics  were  introduced  and  carefully  attended 
to,  they  would  fuccecd  in  the  higheft  degree. 
The  mildnefs  of  the  climate,  and  the  forward- 
ncfs  of  every  fpecics  of  plants,  afforded  ftrong 
grounds  in  fupport  ot*  this  opinion.    ''  i^.>  '  <■  L 

The  interruptions  we  experienced  in  the  ge- 
neral fcrenity  of  the  weather,  were  probably  no 
more  than  were  abfolutely  requifite  in  the  fpring 
of  the  year  to  bring  forward  the  annual  produc- 
tions. Thcfc  were  attended  with  no  violence  of 
wind,  and  the  rain  which  tell,  although  difagree- 
ablc  to  travellers,  was  not  fo  heavy  as  to  beat 
dowi\  and  deftroy  the  firft  cfibrts  of  vegetation. 
Under  all  thefc  favorable  circumftanccs,  the 
couritry  yet  labours  under  one  material  difadvan- 
tage  in  the  fcarcity  of  frefli  water.  The  ftreams 
however  that  we  met  with  appeared  fufficient  to 
anfwer  all  purpofes,  in  the  domeltic  ccconomy 
of  life,  to  a  very  numerous  body  of  inhabitants : 
and,  were  the  country  cleared  and  fcarched, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  a  variety  of  eligible 
fituations  might  be  found  for  eftabliiliments, 
where,  with  proper  exertions,  wholefome  water 
•irjig'ht  be  procurcd.^.;      -    -     ^  >jv.':  ,,i:j.. 

'*'     What  the  low  covmtry  before  fis  toward  the 
range  of  fnowy  mountains  may  produce,  remains 
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^or  future  inveftigation ;  but  judging  from  what 
wc  had  fccn,  it  fecmed  more  thun  probable,  thut 
thofe  natural  channels  of  the  fca  wind  in  va- 
rious diredions ;  and  that  they  are  capable  of 
affording  great  advantages  to  commercial  pur- 
fuits,  by  opening  comminiications  with  parts  o( 
the  interior  country  commodioufly  and  dilight- 
fully  fituatcd.  The  great  depth  of  water  may 
be  offered  as  an  infupcruble  objedion  ;  yet,  on  a 
more  minute  examination,  it  is  likely  that  many 
eligible  and  convenient  flopping  places  might  be 
found  for  the  fecuritv  of  fuch  vcffels  as  would 
ncceffarily  be  employed  in  thofe  occupations.       ' 

Having  confidercd  with  impartiality  the  ex- 
cellencies and  dcfetfls  of  this  country,  as  far  as 
came  under  our  obfervation,  it  now  remains  to 
add  a  few  words  on  the  character  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. ,   .    .  ,  .  .V  , 

None  being  refident  in  port  Difcovery,  and 
our  intercourfe  with  them  having  been  very  con- 
fined, the  knowledge  we  may  have  acquired  of 
them,  their  manners,  and  culloms,  mud  nccef- 
farily be  very  limited,  and  our  conclufions  drawn 
chiefly  from  comparifon.  From  New  Dungc- 
nefs  we  traverfed  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  of  their  fliores  without  feeing  that  number 
of  inhabitants.  Thofe  who  came  within  our 
notice  fo  nearly  rcfembled  the  people  of  Nootka, 
that  the  beft  Uelineation  1  can  offer  is  a^  reference 
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to  the  dcfcription  of  thofc  people,  which  has  be- 
fore been  fo  ably  and  with  fo  much  juftice  given 
to  the  public*  The  only  difference  I  obferved 
was,  that  in  their  ftature  they  did  not  generally 
appear  quite  fo  ilout ;  and  in  their  habits  were 
lefs  filthy ;  for  though  thefc  people  adorn  their 
perfons  with  the  fame  fort  of  paint,  yet  it  is  not 
laid  on  in  that  abundance,  nor  do  thev  load  their 
hair  with  that  immenfe  quantity  of  oil  and  co- 
louring matter,  which  is  fo  cuftomary  amongft 
the  people  of  Nootka  ;  their  hair,  as  before  men- 
tioned, being  in  general  neatly  combed  and  tied 
behind.  „ 

In  their  weapons,  implements,  canoes,  and 
drefs,  they  vary  little.  Their  native  woollen 
garment  was  moft  in  fafliion,  next  to  it  the  ikin? 
of  deer,  bear,  &c. ;  a  few  wore  drcfles  manufac- 
tured from  bark,  which,  like  their  woollen  ones, 
were  very  neatly  wrought.    '  .;  r     ,. 

Their  fpears,  arrows,  fifligigs,  and  other  wea«» 
pons,  were  Ihaped  exadly  like  thofe  of  Nootka ; 
but  none  were  pointed  with  copper,  or  with 
mufclc  (hell.  The  three  former  were  generally 
barbed,  and  thofe  pointed  with  common  flint, 
agate,  and  bone,  feemed  of  their  original  work- 
fnanfliip.  Yet  more  of  their  arrows  were  ob- 
served to  be  pointed  with  thin  flat  iron,  than 
>vith  bone  or  flint,  and  it  was  very  Angular  that 

i»  .'r>:.i'ji  •  vijg  Captain  Cook's  iaft  Voyage. 
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they  Ihould  prefer  exchanging  thofc  pointed  with 
iron  to  any  of  the  others.     Their  bows  were  of 
a  fupcrior  conftru<5lion :  thefc   in  general  were 
from  two  and  a  half  to  three  feet  in  length  ;  the 
broadeil  part  in  the  middle  was  about  an  inch 
and  a  half,  and  about  three  quarters  of  an  inch 
thick,  neatly  made,  gradually  tapering  to  each 
end,  which  terminated  in  a  Ihoulder  and  a  hook, 
for  the  Security  of  the  bow  ftring.     They  were 
all  made  of  yew,  and  chofcn  with  a  naturally  in- 
verted curve  fuited  to  the  method  of  ufmg  them. 
From  end  to  end  of  the  concave  fide,   which 
when  ftrung  became  the    convex  part,  a  very 
flrong  flrip  of  an  claftic  hide  is  attached  to  fomc, 
and  the  fkins  of  ferpents  to  others,  exactly  the 
ihape  and  length  of  the  bow,  neatly  and  firmly 
affixed  to  the  wood  by  means  of  a  cement,  the 
adhefivc  property  of  which  I  never  favv,  or  heard 
of  being,  equalled.     It  is  not  to  be  affcded  by 
cither  dry  or  damp  weather,  and  forms  fo  flrong 
a  connexion  with  the  wood,  as  to  prevent  a  re- 
paration without  deflroying  the  component  parts 
of  both.     The  bow  firing  is  made  of  the  fmew 
of  fomc  marine  animal  laid  loofe,  in  order  to  be 
twifled  at  pleafure,  as  the  temperature  of  the  at- 
mofphere  may  require  to  preferve  it  at  a  proper 
length.      Thus  is  this  very  neat  little  weapon 
rendered  portable,  elaflic,  and  efFedive  in  the 
highefl  degree,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  judge  by 
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the  dexterity  with  which  it  was  ufcd  by  one  ot* 
the  natives  at  port  Difcovcry.  •      *>.      .  .' 

Wt:  had  little  opportunity  of  acquiring;  any  fa- 
tist'adory  inlbrmation  with  rci^ard  to  the  public 
regulations,  or  private  occonomy,  of  thefe  people. 
The  fituation  and  appearance  of  the  places  wc 
found  them  generally  inhabiting,  indicated  their 
being  much  accullomed  to  a  change  of  refidencc ; 
the  deferted  villages  tended  to  ftrcngthen  the  con- 
jecture of  their  being  wanderers.  Territorial  pro- 
perty appeared  to  be  of  little  importance ;  there 
was  plenty  of  room  for  their  fixed  habitations, 
and  thofc  of  a  temporary  nature,  which  we  now 
found  them  m'oftly  to  occupy,  being  principally 
compofed  of  crofs  fticks,  covered  with  a  few 
mats,  as  eafily  found  a  fpot  for  their  ercdion,  as 
diey  were  removed  from  one  ftation  to  another, 
cither  as  inclination  might  lead,  or  neceffity 
compel :  and  having  a  very  extcnfive  range  of 
domain,  they  were  not  liable  to  interruption  or 
oppofition  from  their  few  furrounding  neigh- 
bours. 

From  thefe  circumftances  alone,  it  may  be 
fomcwhat  premature  to  conclude  that  this  de- 
lightful country  has  always  been  thus  thinly  in- 
habited ;  on  the  contrary,  there  are  reafons  to 
believe  it  has  been  infinitely  more  populous. 
Each  of  the  deferted  villages  was  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  equal  to  contain  all  the  fcattcred  inhabi- 
tants 
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tants  wc  law,  according  to  the  cuflom  of  the 
Nootka  people  ;  to  whom  thefe  have  great  affi- 
nity in  their  pcrfons,  f'aOiions,  wants,  comforts, 
conftrudlion  of  thclc  their  fixed  habitations,  and 
in  their  general  »  haradcr.  It  is  aifo  poflible, 
that  mod  of  the  dear  Ipaccs  may  have  been  in* 
debtcd,  for  the  removal  of  their  timber  and  un- 
derwood, to  manual  labour.  Their  general  ap- 
pearance furnilhed  this  opinion,  and  their  fitua- 
tion  on  the  moft  plcafant  and  commanding  emi- 
nences, protected  by  the  foreft  on  every  fide, 
except  that  wliich  would  have  precluded  a  view 
of  the  fea,  icemed  to  encourage  the  idea.  Not 
many  years  fmce,  each  of  thefe  vacant  places 
might  have  been  allotted  to  the  habitations  of 
different  focieties,  and  the  variation  obfcrved  in 
their  extent  might  have  been  conformable  to  the 
fize  of  each  village;  on  the  fcite  of  which,  fmcc 
their  abdication,  or  extermination,  nothing  but 
the  fmaller  Ihrubs  and  plants  had  yet  been  able 
to  rear  their  heads. 

In  our  different  excurfions,  particularly  thofe 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  port  Difcovery,  th6  fcull, 
limbs,  ribs,  and  back  bones,  or  fome  other  vcf- 
tiges  of  the  human  body,  were  found  in  many 
places  promifcuoufly  icattered  about  the  beach, 
in  great  numbers.  Similar  relics  were  alfo  fre- 
quently met  with  during  our  furvey  in  the  boats; 
-.  -      .  and 
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and  I  was  informed  by  the  officers,  that  in  their 
feveral  perambulations,  the  Hkc  appearances  had 
prcfcntcd  themfelves  fo  repeatedly,  and  in  fuch 
abundance,  as  to  produce  an  idea  that  the  envi- 
rons of  port  Difcovery  were  a  general  cemetery 
for  the  whole  of  the  furrounding  country.    Not- 
withftanding  thefe  circumftances  do  not  amount 
to  a  dircd  proof  of  the  extend  ve  population  they 
indicate,  yet,    when  combined  with  other  ap- 
pearances, they  warranted  an  opinion,  that  at  no 
very  remote  period   this  country  had  been  far 
more  populous  than  at  prefent.     Some  of  the 
human  bodies  were  found  difpofed  of  in  a  very 
fingular  manner.     Canoes  were  fufpended  be- 
tween two  or  more  trees  about  twelve  feet  from 
the  ground,  in  which  were  the  ikeletons  of  two 
or  three   perfons ;    others  of  a  larger  fize  were 
hauled  up  into  the  outfkirts  of  the  woods,  which 
contained  from  four  to  fevcn  ikcletons  covered 
over  with  a  broad  plank.      In  fome  of  thefe 
broken  bows  and  arrows  were  found,   which  at 
firft  gave  rife  to  a  conjedure,  that  thefe  might 
have   been  warriors,   who  after  being  mortally 
wounded,  had,  whilft   their  ftrength  remained, 
hauled  up  their  canoes  for  the  purpofe  of  expiring 
quietly  in  them.     But  on  a  further  examination 
this  became  improbable,  as  it  would  hardly  have 
been  pofiiblc  to  have  preferved  the  regularity  of 
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pofition  in  the  agonies  of  death,  or  to  have  de- 
fended their  fepulchres  with  the  broad  plank  with 
which  each  was  covered. 

The  few  fkelctons  we  faw  fo  carefully  depo- 
fited  in  the  canoes,  were  probably  the  chiefs> 
priefts,  or  leaders  of  particular  trPbcs,  whofe  fol- 
lowers moft  likely  continue  to  polTefs  the  highcft 
refpedl  for  their  memory  and  remains :  and  the 
general  knowledge  I  had  obtained  from  expe- 
rience of  the  regard  w  hich  all  favagc  nations  pay 
to  their  funeral  folemnities,  made  me  particu- 
larly folicitous  to  prevent  any  indignity  from 
being  wantonly  offered  to  their  departed  friends. 
Bafkets  were  alfo  found  fufpended  on  high  trees, 
each  containing  the  flieleton  of  a  young  child  ; 
in  fome  of  which  were  alfo  fmall  fquare  boxes 
filled  with  a  kind  of  white  paftc,  rcfcirjbling  fuch 
as  I  had  fecn  the  natives  eat,  fuppofcd  to  be 
made  of  the  laranne  root ;  fome  of  thefe  boxes 
were  quite  full,  others  were  ncarlj^  empty,  eaten 
probably  by  the  mice,  fquirrels,  or  birds.  On 
the  next  low  point,  fouth  of  our  encampment, 
where  the  gunners  were  airing  the  powder,  they 
met  with  fcvcral  holes  in  which  human  bodies 
were  interred  flightly  covered  o\cr,  and  in  dif- 
ferent Hates  of  decay,  fonic  appearing  to  have 
been  very  recentK  depofited.  About  half  a  mile 
to  the  northward  r(  our  tents,  where  the  land  is 
nearly  level  v^ith  liisih  water  mark,  a  few  paces 
.    Vol.  II.  1  within 
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"W'ithin  the  fkirtlng  of  the  wood,  a  canoe  was 
found  fufpcndcd  between  two  trees,  in  which 
were  three  human  ilceletons  ;  and  a  few  paces  to 
the  right  was  a  cleared  place  of  nearly  forty  yards 
round  ;  where,  from  the  frefh  appearance  of  the 
burnt  ftumps,  moft  of  its  vegetable  produ<5tions 
had  very  lately  been  confumed  by  fire.  Amongil 
the  aflies  we  found  the  fculls,  and  other  bones, 
of  near  twenty  perfons  in  different  ftages  of  cal- 
cination ;  the  fire,  hovvcver,  had  not  reached  the 
fufpended  canoe,  nor  did  it  appear  to  have  been 
intended  that  it  fliould.  The  fkeletons  found 
thus  difpofed,  in  canoes,  or  in  balkets,  bore  a 
very  fmall  proportion  to  the  number  of  fculls 
and  other  liuman  bones  indifcrlminately  fcatter- 
ed  about  the  fliores.  Sach  are  tlie  eifcds ;  but 
of  the  caufc  or  caufcs  tlnit  have  operated  to 
produce  them,  we  remained  totally  unacquaint-  " 
ed  ;  whether  occafioncd  by  epidemic  dilcafe,  or 
recent  wars.  The  chiirader  and  general  deport- 
ment oi  the  icw  inhabitants  wc  occafionally  faw, 
by  no  means  countenanced  the  latter  opinion  ; 
they  were  uniformly  civil  and  friendly,  without 
manifcitiii^.r  the  leail  fiiin  of  fear  or  fui'picion  at 
our  approach  ;  nor  did  their  appearance  indicate 
their  hcuino;  been  much  inured  to  hoililities. 
Several  oftlicir  Itouteli:  men  had  been  feen  per- 
fedly  naked,  cnvl  contrary  to  wliat  miglit  have 
been  e::.pecied  (M  riule  nations  habituated  to  war- 
tare. 
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fare,  their  fkins  were  moftly  unblemiftied  by 
fears,  excepting  fuch  as  the  fmall  pox  feemed  to 
have  occafioned ;  a  difeafe  "which  there  is  great 
reaibn  to  beUeve  is  very  fatal  amongft  them.  It 
is  not,  however,  very  eafy  to  draw  any  juft  con- 
clufions  on  the  true  caufe  from  which  this  havoc 
of  the  human  race  proceeded  :  this  muft  remain 
for  the  inveftigation  of  others  who  may  have 
more  leifure,  and  a  better  opportunity,  to  direct 
fuch  an  inquiry  :  yet  it  may  not  be  unrcafonable 
to  conjedure,  that  the  prcfent  apparent  depopu- 
lation may  have  arifen  in  fome  meafure  from  the 
inhabitants  of  this  interior  part  having  been  in- 
duced to  quit  their  former  abode,  and  to  have 
moved  nearer  the  exterior  coaft  for  the  conve- 
nience of  obtaining  in  the  immediate  mart,  with 
more  eafe  and  at  a  cheaper  rate,  thofe  valuable 
articles  of  commerce,  that  within  thefe  late 
years  have  been  brought  to  the  fea  coafts  of  this 
continent  by  Europeans  and  the  citizens  of  Ame- 
rica, and  which  arc  in  great  cftimation  amongll 
thefe  people,  being  poffeilcd  by  all  in  a  greater 
or  Icfs  degree. 
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Enter  Admiralty  hilct Anchor  off  Kcjioratlon 

Point — Vi/it  an  Indian  Village — Account  of  fe^ 
veral  boat  'Exairjions — Proceed  to  another  Part 
of  the  Inlet — Take  PoJJeffion  of  the  Country » 

AGREEABLY  to  the  propofcd  deftination 
of  each  veflel,  the  Difcoverj'  and  Chatham, 
at  noon,  on  Friday  the  1 8th  of  May,  direcJled 
their  courfe  towards  the  objeds  of  their  refpec- 
tive  purfuits ;  and  as  I  had  already  traced  the 
■weftern  flic  re  in  the  boats,  we  now  kept  the  eaf- 
tern  fide  on  board,  which,  like  the  other,  abounds 
with  thofe  verdant  open  places  that  have  been  fo 
tepeatedly  noticed.  On  one  of  thefe  beautiful 
lawns,  nearly  a  league  within  the  entrance  of  the 
inlet,  about  thirty  of  the  natives  came  from  the 
furrounding  woods,  and  attentively  noticed  us  as 
we  failed  along.  We  did  not  difcover  any  ha- 
bitations near  them,  nor  did  wc  fee  any  canoes 
on  the  beach.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  lawn, 
were  many  uprights  in  the  ground,  which  had  the 
appearance  of  having  formerly  been  the  fuppor- 
ters  of  their  large  wooden  houfcs.  Wc  ufed  our 
endeavours  to  invite  thcfe  good  people  on  board, 
'     '  but 


% 


1792.]  BOUND  THE  WORT.D.  II7 

but  without  effect.  After  advancing  about  four 
leagues  up  the  inlet,  the  pleafant  gale,  which  had 
attended  us  from  the  N.  W.  died  away,  and  a 
ilrong  ebb  making  againft  us,  we  were  compel- 
led to  anchor  for  the  night,  in  1 8  fathoms  wa- 
ter, about  half  a  mile  from  the  eaftern  iliore  : 
Marrow-Stone  point  bearing  by  compafs  N.  50 
W. ;  the  N.  E.  point  of  Oak-cove  S.  48  W.  ; 
and  Foulweather  bluff  S.  51  E. 

During  the  night,  we  had  a  gentle  foutherly 
breeze,  attended  by  a  fog  which  continued  until 
nine  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning  the  IQth,  when 
it  was  difpcrfcd  by  a  return  of  the  N.  W.  wind, 
with  which  we  purfued  our  route  up  the  inlet ; 
our  progrcfs  was,  however,  foon  retarded  by  the 
fore-topfail  yard  giving  way  in  the  flings  ;  on  ex- 
amination it  appeared  to  have  been  in  a  defective 
ftate  fome  time.  The  fpare  fore-topfail  yard  was 
alfo  very  impcrfe<^l ;  which  obliged  us  to  get  the 
fpare  main-topfail  yard  up  in  its  room ;  and  it 
was  a  very  fortunate  circumftance,  that  thefc 
dcfct^s  were  difcovered  in  a  country  abounding 
with  materials  to  which  wc  could  rcfort ;  hav- 
ing only  to  make  our  choice  trom  amongft  thovi- 
ihnds  of  the  finell  I'pars   t]jc  world  produces. 

To  defcribe  tlic  bcautivrs  of  this  region,  will, 
on  fomc  future  occafion,  be  a  very  grateful  talk 
to  the  pen  of  a  fkilful  panegyriii.  The  ferenity 
of  the  climate,  the  innumerable  pleafmg  land- 
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fcapes,  and  the  abundant  fertility  that  unaflifted 
nature  puts  forth,  require  only  to  be  enriched 
by  the  induftry  of  man  with  villages,  manfiorts, 
cottages,  and  other  buildings,  to  render  it  the 
moft  lovely  country  that  can  be  imagined  ;  whilft 
the  labour  of  the  inhabitants  would  be  amply  re- 
warded, in  the  bounties  which  nature  feems 
ready  to  bellow  on  cultivation. 

About  noon,  wc  paflcd  an  inlet  on  the  lar-^ 
board  or  eaftern  fhore,  which  fccmed  to  ftretch 
far  to  the  northward ;  but,  as  it  was  out  of  the 
line  of  our  intended  purfuit  of  keeping  the  con- 
tinental fhore  on  board,  I  continued  our  courfe 
up  the  main  inlet,  which  now  extended  as  far  as, 
from  the  deck,  the  eye  could  reach,  though,  from 
the  maft-head,  intervening  land  appeared,  be- 
yond which  another  high  round  mountain  co- 
vered with  fnow  was  difcovercd,  apparently  fitu- 
ated  feveral  leagues  to  the  fouth  of  mount  Rai- 
nier, and  bearing  by  compafs  S.  22  E.  This  I 
confidered  as  a  furtjier  extenfion  of  the  eaftern 
fnowy  range  ;  but  the  intermediate  mountains, 
connecting  it  with  mount  Rainier,  were  not  fuf- 
ficiently  high  to  be  fcen  at  that  diftance.  Hav- 
ing advanced  about  eight  leagues  from  our  laft 
night's  ftation,  we  arrived  off  a  projecting  point 
of  land,  not  formed  by  a  low  fandy  fpit,  butrif- 
ing  abruptly  in  a  low  cliff  about  ten  or  tvvcl-^ 
feet  from  the  water  fide.  Its  furface  was  a  bcau- 
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tiful  meadow  covered  with  luxuriant  herbage  . 
on  its  wcllern  extreme,  bordering  on  the  woods, 
^vas  an  Indian  village,  confining  of  temporary 
habitations,  from  whence  feveral  of  the  natives 
allcmbled  to  view  the  Ihip  as  we  paiTed  by ;  but 
none  of  them  ventured  off,  though  feveral  of 
their  canoes  were  fcen  on  the  beach.  Here  the 
inlet  divided  into  two  extcnfive  branciies,  one 
taking  a  fouth-eaftwardly,  the  other  a  fouth- 
weftern  direction.  Near  this  place  was  our  ap- 
pointed rendezvous  with  the  Chatham;  and  under 
a  fmall  idand  to  the  S.  W.  of  us,  appeared  an  eli- 
gible fpot,  in  vvliich,  with  fccurity,  we  might 
wait  her  arrival ;  but,  on  approaching  ic,  we 
found  the  depth  of  water  no  where  lefs  than  (3o 
fathoms,  within  a  cable's  length  of  the  Ihorc. 
This  obliged  us  to  turn  up  towards  the  village 
point,  where  wc  found  a  commodious  roadllead  ; 
and  about  feven  o'clock  in  the  evcninir,  anchored 
about  a  mile  from  the  fliore  in  38  f  itlioms  water, 
black  fand  and  muddy  bottom.  The  village  point 
bore  by  compafs  N.  k.  IC.  ;  the  neareft  oppofitc 
lliore  of  the  main  inlet  .\.  r>'2  E.  about  a  Icasruc 
diftant ;  and  the  dircdion  of  its  ibutlicrn  extent 
S.  E.  ;  the  above  illand  lying  before  the  branch 
leading  to  the  fouth-weftvvard,  l)ore  from  S.  .^i> 
E.  to  fouth,  about  h.ilf  a  lengiie  diftant ;  and  the 
appearance  of  a  fmall  inlet  or  cove,  weic,  about 
the  fame  dillance.     We  had  no  fooner  anchored 
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than  a  canoe  in  which  were  two  men,  paddled 
round  the  (liip.  We  attempted  to  induce  them, 
but  they  were  not  to  be  prevailed  upon,  to  enter 
the  velTcl  ;  and  having  latisfied  their  curiofity, 
they  haftily  returned  to  the  fliore.  l-^ct'orc  the 
evening  clofed  in,  I  proceeded  to  acquire  Ibme  in* 
formation  rcfpeding  the  fmall  opening  to  the 
"wclLward.  It  was  nearly  dark  bctijre  I  reached 
the  ihorc,  which  Teemed  to  ibrm  a  fmall  cove 
about  half  a  mile  in  width,  encircled  by  compact 
Ihorcs,  with  a  clufter  of  rocks  above  water, 
nearly  in  its  centre,  and  little  worthy  of  further 
notice.  On  my  return  on  board,  I  direded  that 
a  party,  under  the  command  of  Ivlcutenant  Pu- 
get  and  Mr.  Whidbcy,  Ihould,  in  the  launch  and 
cutter,  proceed,  with  a  fupply  of  provifions  for 
a  week,  to  the  examination  of  that  branch  of  the 
i.ilet  leading  to  the  fouth-wcftvvard  ;  keeping  d- 
ways  the  (larboard  or  continental  Ihore  on  board  ; 
which  was  accordingly  carried  into  execution,  at 
four  o'clock  the  next  morning.  -^ 

Our  fituaaon  bi^'in^:  lomcwhat  incommoded  by 
the  mectin;.!;  oi  dililrcnt  tides,  we  moved  nearer 
in,  and  aixdiorc;!  in  the  fame  depth,  and  on  the 
fame  bottom  as  before,  very  conveniently  to  the 
iliorc.  Our  eaflcrn  view  was  now  bounded  by 
the  range  of  Ihowy  mountains  from  mount  Ba- 
ker, bearing  by  compafs  north  to  mount  Rainier, 
bearing  N.  54  E.  The  new  mountain  was  hid  by 
;.  :    ■  ;  1  the 
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the  more  elevated  parts  of  the  low  land ;  and  the 
intermediate  fnowy  mountains  in  various  ruggr  I 
and  grotcfque  fliiipes,  were  fecnjuil  to  rear  theu 
heads  above  the  lofty  })ine  trees,  which  appeay-' 
ing  to  compofe  one  uninterrupted  foreft,  between 
us  and  the  fnowy  range,  prefented  a  moft  plcaf-» 
ing  landfcape ;  nor  was  our  weftcrn  view  dcfti- 
tutc  of  fimilar  diverfificution.  The  ridge  of 
mountains  on  which  mount  Olympus  is  fituated, 
whofc  rugged  fummits  were  fcen  no  lefs  fanci- 
fully towering  over  the  foreil  than  thofe  on  the 
eallern  fide,  bounded  to  a  confidcrable  extent  our 
weftern  horizon  ;  on  thefe  however,  not  one  con- 
ij^icuous  eminence  arofe,  nor  could  we  now  dif-» 
tinguifli  that  which  on  the  fea  coaft  appeared  to 
be  centrally  fituated,  and  forming  an  elegant  bi- 
forked-mountain.  From  the  fouthern  extremity 
of  thefe  ridges  of  mountains,  there  feemed  to  be 
an  cxtenfivc  trad  of  land  moderately  elevated  and 
beautifully  diverfified  by  plcafing  inequalities  of 
farface,  enriched  with  every  appearance  of  ferti- 
tility.    '  .  .         * 

On  Sunday  the  20th,  in  the  meadow  and  about 
the  village  many  of  the  natives  were  feen  mov- 
ing about,  whofe  curlolity  feemed  little  excited 
on  our  account.  One  canoe  only  had  been  near 
us,  from  which  was  thrown  on  board  the  fkin 
of  fome  fmall  animal,  and  then  it  returned  in- 
ftantly  to  the  lliorc. 
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'  Our  carpenters  were  hufily  engaged  in  replac- 
ing the  topfail  yards  with  proper  fpars,  which 
were  conveniently  found  tor  that  purpofe.  Some 
beer  was  brewed  iVom  the  fprurc,  w  hich  was  here 
very  cxcellen^t,  and  the  rellof  the  crew  were  em- 
ployed in  a  variety  ot'otljcr  eiicntial  ferviccs.  The 
gentle  N.  W.  wind  generally  prevailed  in  the 
day,  and  calms,  or  light  foutherly  breezes  during 
the  night. 

Towards  noon  I  went  on  fhore  to  the  village 
point,  for  the  purpofe  of  ohfcrving  the  latitude  ; 
on  which  occafion  I  vifitcd  the  village,  if  it  niav 
be  fo  dignified,  as  it  appeared  the  moft  lov/ly  and 
meaneft  of  its  kind.  The  bed:  of  the  huts  were 
poor  and  mifcrable,  conftruded  fomething  after 
the  fafhion  of  a  foldier's  tent,  by  two  crofs  fticks 
about  five  feet  high,  connected  at  each  end  by 
a  ridge-pole  from  one  to  the  other,  o  ,r  fome  of 
which  was  thrown  a  coarfc  kind  of  mat,  over 
others  a  few  looie  branches  of  trees,  flirubs,  or 
grafs  ;  none  however  appeared  to  be  conftructe-.l 
for  protecting  them,  either  againfl  the  heat  of 
fummer,  or  the  inclemency  of  winter.  In  them 
were  hung  up  to  be  cured  by  the  fmoke  of  tiie 
fire  they  kept  conftantly  burning,  clams,  mufcles, 
and  a  few  other  kinds  of  tilb,  fcemingly  intended 
for  their  winter's  fubfiilence.  The  clams  perhaps 
were  not  all  reierved  for  that  purpofe,  as  we  fre- 
quently faw  them  ftrung  and  worn  about  the 

neck. 


-sr^T 


179'2.3  r.OUND  THK  "WORLD. 

neck,  which,  as  incrmation  directed,  were  eaten, 
two,  three,  or  half  a  dozen  at  a  time.  This  fta- 
tion  did  not  appear  to  have  been  preferred  for 
the  purpofc  of  fifliinp:,  as  wc  faw  few  of  the 
people  fo  employed  ;  nearly  the  whole  of  the  in- 
habitants belonging  to  the  village,  which  con- 
fifted  of  about  eighty  or  an  hundred  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  were  bufily  engaged  like 
fv/ine,  rooting  up  this  beautiful  verdant  meadow 
in  queft  of  a  fpecics  of  wild  onion,  and  two  other 
roots,  which  in  appearance  and  tafte  greatly  rc- 
fcrr.blcd  the  faranne,  particularly  the  largcft;  the 
fize  of  the  fmallcO;  did  not  much  exceed  a  large 
pea:  this  Mr.  Menzics  confidered  to  be  a  new 
genus.  The  colled:ing  of  thcfc  roots  was  moft 
likely  the  object  which  attached  them  to  this 
fpot ;  they  all  iccmed  to  gather  them  with  much 
avidity,  and  to  prcfcrve  them  with  great  care, 
moft  probably  for  the  purpofc  of  making  the  pafte 
I  have  already  mentioned.  5    *     1 

Thefc  people  varied  in  no  eflcntial  point  from 
the  natives  wc  had  fccn  fince  our  entering  the 
ftraits.  Their  pcrfons  were  equally  ill  made, 
and  as  much  bcfinearcd  with  oil  and  dilfcrent 
coloured  paints,  particularly  with  red  ochre,  and 
a  fort  of  fliining  chafFv  mica,  very  ponderous, 
and  in  colour  much  rcfcmbling  black  lead  ;  they 
likewife  poirclfcd  more  ornaments,  cfpccially  fuch 
as  were  made  of  copper,  the  article  moft  valued 
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and  cftecmed  amoni:;ll  them.  Tl!."y  fccmcd  not 
wanting  in  offers  of  fricndlhip  and  hofpitality  ;  as 
on  our  joining  tluir  party,  wc  were  prcfcntcU 
with  fucii  things  as  they  had  to  difpolc  of:  and 
they  immediately  prepared  a  few  of  the  roots, 
and  fomc  fhcll  filh  for  our  refrelhment,  which 
•which  were  very  palatable.  In  thefe  civil  offices, 
two  men  who  appeared  tlie  mod  active,  and  to 
be  regarded  by  their  countrymen  as  the  moll  im- 
portant perfons  of  the  party,  were  particularly 
aifiduous  to  pleafe.  To  each  of  them  I  made  pre- 
fents,  which  were  received  very  thankfully  ;  and 
on  njy  returning  towards  the  boat,  they  gave  me 
to  underfland  by  figns,  the  only  means  we  had 
of  converfmg  with  each  other,  that  it  would  not 
be  long  ere  they  returned  our  vifit  on  board  the 
fiiip.  Thi.s  they  accordingly  did  in  the  after- 
noon, with  no  i'p.id]\  deirrcc  of  ceremony.  Be- 
fide  the  canoes  which  brought  thefe  two  llipcrior 
people,  five  others  attended,  feemingly  as  an  ap- 
pendage to  the  confequeiKc  of  tlieie  chiefs,  who 
wruld  not  repair  immediately  on  board,  but 
agreeably  to  the  cuftom  of  Nootka,  advanced 
within  about  tv/o  hundred  yards  of  the  fhip, 
and  there  refting  on  tlieir  paddles  a  conference 
was  held,  followed  by  a  fong  principally  fung  by 
one  man,  who  at  llatcd  times  was  joined  in  cho- 
pus  by  feveral  (jthcrs,  whilft  fomc  in  each  canoe 
kept  time  with  the  handles  of  their  paddles,  by 
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UrikinjT  them  againft  the  gunwale  or  fide  of  the 
canoe,  forming  a  fort  of  accompaniment,  which 
though  exprcired  by  fimplc  notes  only,  was  by 
no  means  dcilitute  of  an  agreeable  cfFeift.  This 
performance  took  place  whilll  they  were  paddling 
flovvly  round  the  Ihip,  and  on  its  being  concluded, 
they  came  alongfidc.  with  the  greatcil:  confi- 
dence, and  without  fear  or  fufpicion  immediately 
entered  into  a  commercial  intercourfc  with  our 
people.  The  two  chiefs  however  required  fomc 
little  intreaty  before  they  could  be  induced  to 
venture  on  board.  I  again  prefented  them  with 
ibme  valuables,  amongll  which  was  a  garment  for 
each  of  blue  cloth,  fome  copper,  iron  in  various 
Ihapes,  and  fuch  trinkets  as  I  thought  would 
prove  mod  acceptable.  In  tliis  refpcd:  either  my 
judgment  failed,  or  their  palfion  for  traffick  and 
exchange  is  Irrcfjlilble  ;  for  no  fooner  had  they 
quitted  the  cabin,  than,  excepting  the  copper, 
they  bartered  away  on  deck  nearly  every  article  I 
had  given  them,  for  others  of  infinitely  lefs  uti- 
lity or  real  value,  confifting  of  fuch  things  as  they 
could  befh  appropriate  to  the  decoration  of  their 
perl^jns,  and  other  ornamental  purpofes,  giving 
uniformly  a  decided  preference  to  copper. 

In  the  morning  of  Monday  the  21  ft,  fell  a  few 
fliowers  of  rain,  v.hich  were  neither  fo  heavy 
as  to  retard  our  bufmefs  on  fnori:,  nor  to  prevent 
the  friendly  Indians  pa};ri;i;  us  a  vifit  on  board. 
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Convinced  of  our  amicable  difpofition  towards 
them,  near  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants,  men, 
women  and  children,  gratified  their  curiofity  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day  by  paddling  round  the  fhip ; 
for  neither  the  ladies  nor  the  children  ventured 
on  board.     This  was  the  cafe  alfo  with  the  gene- 
rality of  the  men,  who  contentedly  remained  in 
their  canoes,  rowing  from  fide  to  fide,  bartering 
their  bows  and  arrows ;  which,  with  their  wool- 
len and  fkin  garments,  and  a  very  few  indifferent 
fea-otter  fkins,  compofed  the  whole  of  their  af- 
fortment  for  trading ;  thefe  they  exchanged,  in  a 
very  fair  and  honeft  manner,  for  copper,  hawk's 
bells,  and  buttons,  articles  that  greatly  attracted 
their  attention.    Their  merchandize  would  have 
been  infinitely  more  valuable  to  lis,  had  it  been 
comprifed   of  eatables,    fuch   as    venifon,   wild 
fowl  or  fifh,  as  our  fportfmen  and  filhermen  had 
little  fuccefs  in  either  of  thefe  purfuits.     All  the 
natives  we  had  as  yet  fcen,  uniformly  preferred 
offering  fuch   articles  as  compofed  their  drefs, 
arms,  and  implements  for  fale,  rather  than  any 
kind  of  food,   which  m'Lrht  probably  arlfe  cither 
from   the  country   not  atfording  them  a  fuper- 
abundance  of  provifions,    or  from  their  having 
early  difcoverecl  that  we  were  mor-  curious  than 
hungry. 

In  the  cveninsT,  fbme  of  the  ccmocs  were  oh- 
ferved  paiTing  from  the  village   to  tiie  oppofite 
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fliorc,  for  the  purpofe,  as  we  fuppofed,  of  in- 
viting their  neighbours  to  partake  of  the  advan- 
tages of  our  commerce.  This  was  confirmed  the 
next  morning,  Tuefday  the  2 2d,  by  the  return 
of  our  friends,  accompanied  by  feveral  large  ca- 
noes, containing  near  eighty  perfons,  who  after 
ceremonioufly  paddling  round  the  Ihip,  came 
alonsfide  without  the  leaft  hcfitatlon,  and  con- 
dudted  thcmfelves  with  the  utmoft  propriety. 
The  principal  number  of  thcfe  evidently  belonged 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  inlet ;  they  were  infinitely 
more  cleanly  tlian  our  neighbours  ;  and  their  ca- 
noes were  of  a  verv  different  form.  Thofe  of 
our  friends  at  the  village,  exadlly  correfponded 
with  the  canoes  at  Nootka,  whilft  thofe  of  our 
new  vifitors  were  cut  off  fquare  at  each  end ; 
and  were,  in  fliape,  precifely  like  the  canoes  feen 
to  the  fouthward  of  cape  Orford,  though  of 
greater  length,  and  confiderably  larger.  The 
commodities  they  brought  for  fale  were  trifles  of 
a  fimilar  dcfcription  to  thofe  offered  by  the  other 
fociety  :  in  all  other  refpc6ls,  they  correfponded 
with  the  generality  of  the  few  inhabitants  of  the 
country  with  whom  we  had  becom.e  acquainted. 
On  Wednefday  the  23d,  we  had  fome  light- 
ning, thunder,  and  rain,  from  the  S.  E. ;  tliis 
continued  a  few  hours,  after  which  the  day  was 
very  ferene  and  pleafant.  Some  of  our  gentle- 
men  laving  extended  their  wulK   tp  the  cove  I 
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had  vifited  the  firfl  evening  of  our  arrival,  found 
it  to  communicate  by  a  very  narrovsr  paflage  with 
an  opening  apparently  of  fomc  extent.     In  con- 
fequencc  of  this  information,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Baker  in  the  yawl,  I  fet  out  the  next  morn- 
ing, Thurfday  the   24th,    to    examine  it,   and 
found  the  entrance  of  the  opening  fituated  in 
the  weftern  corner  of  the  cove,  formed  by  two 
interlocking  points,   about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  each  other ;  thcfe  formed  a  channel  about 
half  a  mile  long;  free  from  rocks  or  fhoals,  in 
which  there  was  not  lefs  than  five  fathoms  water. 
From  the  weft  end  of  this  narrow  channel  the 
inlet  is  divided  into  two  branches,  one  extend- 
ing to  the   S.  W.  about  five  or  fix  miles,  the 
other  to  the  north  about  the  fame  diftance,  con- 
ftituting  a  moft  complete  and  excellent  port,  to 
all  appearance  perfectly  free  from  danger,  with 
regular  foundings   from  four  fathoms  near  the 
fhores,  to  nine  and  ten  fathoms  in  the  middle, 
good  holding  ground.     It  occupied  us  the  whole 
day  to  row  round  it,  in  doing  which  we  met  a 
few  ftraggling  Indians,  whofc  condition  feemcd 
excefiively  wretched  and  mifcrable.     The  coun- 
try that  furrounds  this  harbour  varies  in  its  ele- 
vation ;  in  fome  places  the  fnores  are  low  level 
land,  in  others  of  a  moderate  hci;/!.t,  falling  in 
fteep  low  cliffs  on  the   fandy  beach,   which  in 
moft  places  binds  the  ftiorcs.     It  produces  fome 
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fmall  rivulets  of  water,  is  thickly  wooded  with 
trees,  moftly  of  the  pine  tribe,  and  with  fomc 
variety  of  flirubs.  This  harbour,  aftei^  the  gen* 
tleman  who  difcovered  it,  obtained  the  name  of 
Port  Orchard.  The  beft  palTagc  into  it  is 
found  by  fleering  from  the  village  point  for  the 
fouth  point  of  the  cove,  which  is  cafily  diftin^ 
guilhed,  lying  from  the  former  S.  02  W.  at  the 
diftancc  of  about  2|  miles,  then  hauling  to  the 
N.  W.  into  the  cove,  keeping  on  the  larboard 
or  S.  W.  Ihore,  and  pafling  between  it  and  the 
rocks  in  the  cove;  in  this  channel  the  depth  of 
water  is  from  nine  to  fifteen  fathoms,  gradually 
decreafmg  to  five  fathoms  in  the  entrance  into 
the  port.  There  is  alfo  another  paflage  round 
to  the  north  of  thefc  rocks,  in  which  there  is 
feven  fathoms  water ;  this  is  narrow,  and  by  no 
means  fo  commodious  to  navigate  as  the  fouthern 
channel. 

On  my  return  to  the  fhip  1  underftood  that 
few  of  our  friendly  neighbours  had  vifited  the 
veffcl.  The  party  was  evidently  reduced,  and 
thofe  who  ftill  remained  having  fatisfied  their 
curiofity,  or  being  compelled  by  their  mode  of 
life,  were  preparing  to  depart  with  all  their  ftock 
and  efFcdls.  Thefe  it  required  little  labour  to 
remove,  confiding  chiefly  of  the  mats  for  cover- 
ing their  habitations,  wherever  it  may  be  con- 
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venient  to  pitch  them  ;  their  fliin  and  woollen 
garments/  their  arms,  implements,  and  fuch  ar- 
ticles of  food  as  they  had  acquired  during  their 
refidencc ;  which,  with  their  family  and  dogs, 
all  find  accommodation  in  a  fmglc  canoe ;  and 
thus  the  party  is  eafily  conveyed  to  any  ftation, 
which  fancy,  convenience,  or  neccffity,  may  di- 
redl.-  The  dogs  belonging  to  this  tribe  of  In- 
dians were  numerous,  and  much  rcfembled  thole 
of  Pomcrania,  though  in  general  fomewhat  larger. 
They  were  all  fhorn  as  clofe  to  the  fkin  as  fheep 
are  in  England;  and  fo  compa^  were  their 
fleeces,  that  large  portions  could  be  lifted  up  by 
a  comer  without  cauling  any  feparation.  They 
were  compofed  of  a  mixture  of  a  coarfe  kind  of 
wool,  with  very  fine  long  hair,  capable  of  being 
fpun  into  yarn.  This  gave  me  reafon  to  believe 
that  their  woollen  clothing  might  in  part  be 
compofed  of  this  material  mixed  with  a  finer 
kind  of  wool  from  fbme  other  animal,  as  their 
garments  were  all  too  fine  to  be  manufaflured 
from  the  coarfe  coating  of  the  dog  alone.  The 
abundance  of  thefe  garments  amongfl  the  few 
people  we  met  with,  indicates  the  animal  from 
whence  the  raw  material  is  procured,  to  be  very 
common  in  this  neighbourhood ;  but  as  they 
have  no  one  domeflicated  excepting  the  dog, 
their  fupply  of  wool  for  their  clothing  can  only 
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be  obtained  by  hunting  the  wild  creature  that 
produces  it ;  of  which  w^e  could  not  obtain  the 
leaft  information. 

The  weather  continued  delightfully  ferenc  and 
pleafant ;  the  carpenters  had  executed  their  tafk, 
and  the  topfail  yards  were  replaced.  '  ''- 

In  the  courfe  of  the  forenoon  of  Friday  the 
2rith,  fome  of  our  Indian  friends  brought  us  a 
whole  deer,  which  was  the  firft  intire  animal 
that  had  been  offered  to  us.  This  they  had 
killed  on  the  ifland,  and  from  the  number  of 
perfons  that  came  from  thence,  the  major  part 
of  the  remaining  inhabitants  of  the  village,  with 
a  great  number  of  their  dogs,  feemed  to  have 
been  engaged  in  the  chafe.  This  and  another 
deer,  parts  of  which  remained  in  one  of  their  ca- 
noes, had  coft  all  thefe  good  people  nearly  a  day*s 
labour,  as  they  went  over  to  the  idand  for  this 
purpofe  the  preceding  evening ;  yet  they  were 
amply  rewarded  for  their  exertions  by  a  fmall 
piece  of  copper  not  a  foot  fquare.  This  they 
gladly  accepted  as  a  full  compenfation  for  their 
veniibn,  on  which  the  whole  party  could  have 
made  two  or  three  good  meals;  fuch  is  the 
efteem  and  value  with  which  this  metal  is  re- 
garded ! 

About  four  in  the  afternoon,  agreeably  to  out 
exped:ations,  the  Chatham  was  feen  from  the 
maft  head  over  the  land,  and  about  fun-fet  fhc 

K  2  arrived 


■£«,-  V 


f 


'■9 


'i, 


13'2  A   VOYAGK  op  discovery  pMAT, 

arrived  and  anchored  near  us.  Mr.  Broughton 
informed  mc>  that  the  part  of  the  coaft  he  had 
been  dircdcd  to  explore,  confided  of  an  archipe- 
lago of  iflands  lying  before  an  cxtenfive  arm  of 
the  fea  ftretching  in  a  variety  of  branches  be- 
tween the  N.  W.  north,  and  N.  N.  E.  Its  ex- 
tent in  the  firft  direction  was  the  mofl  capacious, 
and  prcfented  an  unbounded  horizon. 

On  due  confidcration  of  all  the  circumftanccs 
that  had  fallen  under  my  own  obfervation,  and 
the  intelligence  now  imparted  by  Mr.  Brough- 
ton, I  became  thoroughly  convinced,  that  our 
boats  alone  could  enable  us  to  acquire  any  correft 
or  fatisfa<5tory  information  refpeding  this  broken 
country  ;  and  although  the  execution  of  fuch  a 
fervice  in  open  boats  would  necciTarily  be  ex- 
tremely laborious,  and  expofe  thofe  fo  employed 
to  numberlefs  dangers  and  unpleafant  fituations, 
that  might  occafionally  produce  great  fatigue, 
and  protrac^t  their  return  to  the  Ihips ;  yet  that 
mode  was  undoubtedly  the  moft  accurate,  the 
moft  ready,  and  indeed  the  only  one  in  our 
power  to  purfue  for  afcertaining  the  continental 
boundary. 

\  The  main  arm  of  the  inlet  leading  towards 
mount  Rainier  iX\\\  remained  unexplored.  It  be- 
came evident  from  the  length  of  time  Mr.  Puge^ 
and  Mr.  Whidbcy  had  been  abfcnt,  that  the  in- 
let thejr  had  been  fcnt  to  examine,  had  led  them 
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to  a  confiderablc  diftancc.  Wc  had  no  time  to 
Iparc,  and  as  it  was  equally  c^  Idcnt  none  ought 
to  be  loft,  I  dircded  that  Mr.  Johnftonc,  in  the 
Chatham's  cutter,  ihould  accompany  me  in  the 
morning,  in  the  Difcovery's  yawl,  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  cxaming  the  main  arm ;  and  that  Mr. 
Broughton,  on  the  return  of  our  boats,  which 
were  now  hourly  expelled,  fliould  take  Mr. 
Whidbey  in  one  of  them,  and  proceed  immedi- 
ately to  the  invcftigation  of  that  arm  of  this  in- 
let, which  we  had  paiTed  on  the  eaftern  Ihore, 
ftrctching  to  the  N.  N.  E. ;  and  I  dcfired  that 
the  Chatham  might  be  anchored  v/ithin  its  en- 
trance in  fome  confpicuous  place  on  the  ftar- 
board  fide,  where  the  Difcovery  or  the  boats 
would  cafily  find  her,  in  cafe  the  refult  of  my 
inquiries  fliould  render  it  expedient  for  the  vcf- 
fcls  to  proceed  further  in  that  diredion. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  26th,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Baker  in  the  yawl,  an^  favored  by  plea- 
fant  weather  and  a  fine  northwardly  gale,  wc 
departed,  and  made  coniidcrable  progrcfs.  Leav- 
ing to  the  right  the  opening  which  had  been  the 
objc(5l  of  Mr.  Pugct  and  Mr.  Whidbey's  expe- 
dition, we  dirc(^tcd  our  route  along  the  weftern 
Ihorc  of  the  main  inlet,  which  is  about  a  league 
in  \\ idth  ;  and  as  we  proceeded  the  fmoke  of 
feveral  fires  were  fecn  on  its  eaftern  fliorc.  When 
about  four  leagues  on  a  fouthwardly  diredion 
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from  the  Ihips,  we  found  the  courf^  of  the  inlet 
take  a  fouth-wefterly  inclination,  which  we  pur- 
fued  about  fix  miles  with  feme  little  increafc  of 
•width.     Towards  noon  we  landed  on  a  point  on 
the  eaftern  Ihore,  whofe  latitude  I  obferved  to 
be  47°  21',  round  which  we  flattered  ourfelves 
Wc  ihould  find  the  inlet  take  an  cxtenfivc  ealt- 
"wardly  courfe.     This  conje(5lurc  was  fupported 
by  the  appearance  of  a  very  abrupt  divifion  in 
the  fnoWy  range  of  mountains  immediately  to 
the  fouth  of  mount  Rainier,  which  was  very 
confpicuous  from  the  fliip,  and  the  main  arm  of 
the  inlet  appearing  to  ftretch  in  that  dircftion 
from  the  point  we  were  then  upon.     We  here 
dined,  and  although  our   rcpaft  was  foon  con- 
cluded, the  delay  was  irkfomc,  as  we  were  cx- 
cefTively  anxious  to  afcertain  the  truth,  of  which 
we  were  not  long  held  in  fufpenfe.     For  having 
paiTed  round  the  point,  we  found  the  inlet  to 
terminate  here  in  an  extenfive  circular  compa(ft 
bay,  whofe   waters  wafhed  the  bafe  of  mount 
Rainier,  though  its  elevated  fummit  was  yet  at 
a  Very  confiderable  diftance  from  the  fhore,  with 
which  it  was  conneifled  by  feveral  ridges  of  hills 
rifmg  towards  it  with  gradual  afcent  and  much 
regularity.      The  forcft  trees,    and  the  fcveral 
ihades  of  verdure  that  covered  the  hills,  gradually 
decreafcd  in  point  of  beauty,  until  they  became 
invifible;  when  the  perpetual  clothing  of  fnow 
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commenced,  which  fcemcd  to  form  a  horizontal 
line  from  north  to  fouth  along  this  range  ot'  rug- 
ged mountains,  from  whofc  I'ummit  mount  Rai- 
nier rofc  confpicuoiifly,  and  fcemcd  as  much  ele- 
vated above  them  as  they  were  above  tlie  level 
of  the  fca  ;  the  whole  producing  a  mod  grand, 
pidurcfquc  cffcdl.    The  lower  mountains  as  they 
dcfcendcd  to  the  right  and  left,  became  gradually 
relieved  of  their  frigid  garment ;  and  as  they  ap- 
proached the  fertile  woodland  region  that  binds 
the  fliorcs  of  this  inlet  in  every  direction,  pro- 
duced a  plcafmg  variety.     We  now  proceeded 
to  the  N.  W.  in  which  diredion  the  inlet  from 
hence  extended,  and  afforded  us  Ibme  realbn  to 
believe  that  it   communicated   with  that  under 
the  furvey  of  our  other  party.     This  opinion  was 
further  corroborated  by  a  few  Indians,  who  had 
in  a  very  civil  manner  accompanied  us  fbme  time, 
and  who  gave  us  to  underftand  that  in  the  north 
weftern  diredion  this   inlet  was  very  wide  and 
extcnfive  ;  this  they  exprcflcd  before  we  quitted 
our  dinner  ftation,  by  opening  their  arms,  and 
making  other  figns  that  we  fliould  be  led  a  long 
way  by  purfuing  that  route  ;  whereas,  by  bend- 
ing their  arm,  or  fprcading  out  their  hand,  and 
pointing  to  the  fpacc  contained  in  the  curve  or 
the  arm,  or  between  the  fore-finger  and  thumb, 
that  we  Ihould  find  our  progrefs  foon  ilopped  in 
the  diredion  which  led  towards  mount  Rainier. 
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The  little  refpc6l  which  moll  Indians  bear  to 
truth,  and  their  rcadinefs  to  alTcrt  what  they 
think  13  moft  agreeable  for  the  moment,  or  to 
anfwer  their  own  particular  wifncs  and  inclina- 
tions, induced  me  to  place  little  dependance  on 
this  information,  although  they  could  have  no 
motive  for  deceiving  us. 

About  a  dozen  of  thefe  friendly  people  had  at- 
tended  at  our  dinner,  one  part  of  which  was  a 
venifon  pafty.  Two  of  them,  cxprclling  a  dcfirc 
to  pais  the  line  of  feparation  drawn  between  us, 
were  permitted  to  do  fo.  They  fat  dow  n  by  us, 
and  ate  of  the  bread  and  filh  that  we  save  them 
without  the  leaft  hefitation  ;  but  on  being  offer- 
ed fome  of  the  venifon,  though  they  faw  us  eat 
it  with  great  relifh,  they  could  not  be  induced 
to  tafte  it.  They  received  it  from  us  with  great 
diiguft,  and  prefented  it  round  to  the  reft  of  the 
party,  by  whom  it  underwent  a  very  ftridl  exa- 
mination. Their  condud:  on  this  occafion  leit 
no  doubt  in  our  minds  that  they  believed  it  to 
be  human  flelh,  an  impreffion  which  it  was 
highly  expedient  fliould  be  done  away.  To  fa- 
tisfy  them  that  it  was  the  flefli  of  the  deer,  we 
pointed  to  the  {kins  of  the  animal  they  had 
about  them.  In  reply  to  this  they  pointed  to 
each  other,  and  made  figns  that  could  not  be 
mifunderftood,  that  it  was  the  flelli  of  human 
beings,  and  threw  it  down  in  the  dirt,  with  gcf- 
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turcs  of  great  averfion  and  difplcafurc.  At  length 
wc  happily  convinced. them  of  their  miftake  by 
Ihewing  them  a  haunch  wc  had  in  the  boat,  by 
which  means  they  were  undeceived,  and  fome 
of  them  ate  of  the  remainder  of  the  pye  with  a 
good  appetite. 

This  behaviour,  whilft  in  fome  mcafure  tend- 
ing to  fubllantiatc  their  knowledge  or  fufpicions 
that  fuch  barbarities   have   exillence,  led  us  to 
conclude,  that  the  character  given  of  the  natives 
of  North -Weft  America  does  not  attacli  to  every 
tribe.     Thefe  people  have  been  reprcfented  not 
only  as  accuftomed  inhumanly  to  devour  the 
flefli  of  their  conquered  enemies ;  but  alfo  to 
keep  certain  fervants,  or  rather  ilaves,  of  their 
own  nation,  for  the  folc  purpofc  of  making  the 
principal  part  of  the  banquet,  to  fatisfy  the  un- 
natural  favage  gluttony  of  the  chiefs   of  this 
countrv,  on  their  vifits   to  each  other.     Were 
fuch  barbarities  pradifed  once  a  month,  as  is 
ftated,    it   would  be   natural   to    fuppofe  thefc 
people,  fo  inured,  would   not  have  ihewn  the 
leall  averfion  to  eating  flefli  of  any  defcription ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  not  pofiiblc  to  conceive  a 
greater  degree  of  abhorrence  than  was  manifefted 
by  thefe   good   people,  until  their  minds  were 
made  pcrfeclly  cafv  that  it  was  not  human  flefli 
v/e  offered  them  to  eat.    This  inftance  mull:  nc- 
ccflarilv  exonerate   ;it  Icafl:  this  particular  tribe 
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from  io  barbarous  a  pradlice ;  and,  as  their  af- 
finity to  the  inhabitants  of  Nootka,  and  of  the 
fca-coaft,  to  the  fouth  of  that  place,  in  their 
manners  and  cuftoms,  admits  of  little  difference, 
it  is  but  charitable  to  hope  thofe  alfo,  on  a  more 
minute  inquiry,  may  be  found  not  altogether  de- 
ferving  fuch  a  charad:er.  They  are  not,  how- 
ever, free  from  the  general  failing  attendant  on 
a  favage  life.  One  of  them  having  taken  a  knife 
and  fork  to  imitate  our  manner  of  eating,  found 
means  to  fecrete  them  under  his  garment ;  but, 
on  his  being  dctc(^ed,  gave  up  his  plunder  with 
the  utmoft  good  humour  and  unconcern. 

They  accompanied  us  from  three  or  four  mi- 
fcrable  huts,  near  the  place  where  we  had  dined, 
for  about  four  miles ;  during  which  time  they 
exchanged  the  only  things  they  had  to  difpofe 
of,  their  bows,  arrows,  and  fpears,  in  the  moft 
lair  and  lioneft  manner,  for  hawk's  bells,  but- 
tons, beads,  and  fuch  ufclcfs  commodities. 

The  firft  information  of  the  natives  we  found 
perfectly  correct ;  and  it  was  not  long  before  wc 
had  every  reafon  to  give  credit  to  the  fecond,  by 
finding  the  inlet  divided  into  two  branches,  one 
taking  a  northwardly  dlrcd:ion  towards  the  lliips, 
giving  that  which,  in  the  morning,  we  had  con- 
fidercd  to  be  the  weftern  lliorc  of  the  main  inlet, 
the  appearance  of  an  ifland,  eight  or  nine  leagues 
in  circuit ;  the  other  ilrctchcd  to  the  fouthwcft- 
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ward ;  and  into  which  ran  a  very  ftrong  tide. 
Although  there  was  little  doubt  of  our  having 
been  preceded  in  the  examination  of  this  branch, 
yet,  as  the  ftrength  of  the  influx  indicated  its 
extremity  to  be  at  fome  diftance,   I  determined, 
as  we  were  well  fupplied  for  the  excurfion,  to 
embrace  the  advantage  of  lb  favourable  an  oppor- 
tunity of  keeping  the  larboard  fhore  on  board, 
and  of  examining  fuch  inlets  as  might  be  found 
leading  to  the  left ;  that,  in  the  event  of  Mr. 
Pugct  having  been  unable  to  accomplifli  the  talk 
affigncd  him,  our  furvcy  might  be  completed 
without    another  expedition  into   this    region. 
W  ith  the  affiftance  of  the  ftrong  tide,  we  rapidly 
,  ^fed  through  a  fair  navigable  channel,  near  half 
a  league  wide,  with  foundings  from  24  to  30 
fathoms,  free  from  any  appearance  of  llioals,  rocks, 
or  other  Interruptions.     The  eaftern  Ihorc  was 
found  nearly  ftralght  and  compa6l ;  but  on  the 
weftcrn,  three  wide  openings  were  feen,  whofc 
terminations  were  not  diftingulfliable  ;  and  the 
ftrcngth  v.'ith  which  the  tide  flowed  into  the  two 
northernmoft,  induced  us   to  confidcr  theni  as 
very  extcnfivc. 

Having  advanced  In  a  dIre(^ion  S.  32  W.  about 
three  leagues  from  the  fouth,  or  Inner  point  of 
entrance,  into  an  opening,  fituatcd  in  latitude 
-*/"  IQVy  longitude  23;'  '12'',  \vc  halted  about 
eight  in  the  evening  for  the  night,  on  a  fmall 
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iflandj  b'^^S  at)out  a  mile  from  the  eaftern  fhore. 
The  general  charader  of  the  fituation  in  which 
wc  had  now  arrived,  indicated  it  to  be  a  conti- 
nuation of  the  main  branch  of  the  inlet,  we  had 
been  thus  long  navigating.     The  infular  appear- 
ance of  its  wcllern  fide,  the  rapidity  of  the  flood 
tide,  and  its  increafing  width,  gave  us  reafon  to 
fuppoic  vvc  fliould  find  it  ftill  more  extcniive. 
Whilft  employed  in  arranging  our  matters  for 
the  night,   we   difcovcred,  coming  out  of  the 
ibuthcramofl  opening,  two  fmall  veflels,  which, 
at  firft,  were  taken  for  Indian  canoes,  but,  on 
uling  our  glaflcs,  they  were  confidercd  to  be  our 
tWb   boats.      The  evening  was   cloudy ;    and, 
clofing  in  very  foon,  prevented  a  pofitivc  decifion. 
The  original  idea  was,  however,  fomcvvhat  con- 
iirmcd  on  firing  two  muikets,  which   were  not 
anfwercd. 

During  the  night,  wc  had  fbme  rain,  with  a 
frcfh  iralc  from  the  S.  E.  which  abated  bv  the 
morning ;  the  rain  flill  continued,  but  not  fo  vio- 
lently as  to  prevent  our  proceeding.  At  four 
o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  the  27th,  wc  again 
embarked,  and  fleered  about  S.  W.  by  S. ;  in 
which  .lrc(5lion  the  inlet  feemcd  to  flretch  to 
fbmc  diflance ;  and  the  appearance  of  the  fouth- 
crn  land  gave  rife  to  an  opinion  of  its  terminat- 
ing in  a  river.  The  fpacc  we  had  fo  confidered 
was,  by  feven  o'clock,  proved  to  be  a  low  fwampy 
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compaA  fhore,  forming  the  fouthcrn  extremity 
of  the  inlet  in  this  diredion,  about  two  leagues 
from  our  laft  rcfting  place.  The  inlet  here  ter- 
minated in  an  expanfivc  though  ihallovv  bay, 
acrofs  which  a  flat  of  land  extended  upwards  o( 
a  mile  from  its  lliores ;  on  which  was  lying  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  drift  wood,  confifting  chiefly 
of  very  large  trees.  The  country  behind  for  Ibmc 
diilance,  was  low,  then  rofe  gradually  to  a  mo- 
derate height ;  and,  like  the  ealtern  fhores  of  the 
inlet,  was  covered  with  w  ood,  and  divcrfified  with 
pleafant  inequalities  of  hill  and  dale,  though  not 
enriched  with  thofe  imaginary  parks  and  plcafure 
t»;rounds  we  had  been  accuftomed  to  behold  nearer 
to  the  fea  coail ;  the  whole  prefenting  one  unin- 
terrupted wildcrncls. 

From  hence  the  direction  of  the  inlet  was  about 
N.W.  by  N.  ilill  preferving  a  confidcrable  width ; 
the  wcftern  fliore  appearing  to  be  formed  by 
a  group  of  iflands.  Our  progrcfs  was  a  little  re- 
tarded by  the  rain  in  the  forenoon ;  but,  about 
mid-day  the  clouds  difpcrfcd,  though  not  fufii- 
ciently  early  to  procure  an  obfervation  for  the  la- 
titude. We  had  now  reached  a  point  on  the 
larboard  fhore,  where  the  inlet  was  again  divided 
into  two  other  large  branches,  one  leading  to  the 
fouth- weft  ward,  the  other  towards  the  north. 
As  my  plan  was  to  purfuc  the  examination  of  the 
larboard  fliorc,  the  fouth-wcft  branch  became  our 
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firft  obje(5l.  This  we  found  divided  into  two 
narrow  channels,  leading  to  the  fouthward,  with 
the  appearance  of  two  fmall  coves  to  the  north- 
ward. Up  the  weftcrnmoft  of  the  former,  about 
fix  miles*  wx  took  up  our  abode  for  the  night, 
which  was  ferene  and  pleaflint. !  i    ':; 

Early  in  the  morning,  Monday  28th,  wc  again 
ftarted,  and  foon  found  the  channel  to  terminate 
about  a  league  from  the  place  where  we  had  llept 
the  night  before,  as  the  reft  had  done,  in  low 
fwampy  ground,  with  a  Ihallow  fandy  bank  ex- 
tending to  fome  diftance  into  the  channel.  Here 
we  met,  as  had  been  frequently  the  cafe,  a  few 
miferable  Indians  in  their  temporary  habitations : 
thefe  either  had  nothing  to  difpofc  of,  or  were 
not  inclined  to  have  intercourfe  with  us  ;  the 
latter  feemed  moft  "probable,  as  our  vifit  was  not 
attended  with  that  cordial  reception  we  had  ge- 
nerally experienced.  This  however  might  have 
been  occafioned  by  our  having  difturbcd  them 
unufually  early  from  their  reft ;  wc  made  them 
fome  prefcnts  which  they  accepted  very  coolly, 
and  having  fatisfied  ourfelvcs  with  the  extent  of 
the  inlet  in  this  direction  we  returned,  and  about 
nine  o'clock  landed  to  breakfaft  about  two  miles 
within  the  main  entrance  of  the  fbuth-weft 
branch.  We  left  behind  us  to  the  weftward  the 
appearance  of  two  or  three  fmall  iflands  or  points, 
that  might  form  fimilar  inlets  to  thofe  we  had 
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already  examined,  leading  to  the  ibuth.     Thclb 
could  be  of  little  extent,  as  fcarccly  any  vifiblc 
tide  was  found  in  the  narroweft  parts. 
.  From  the  length  of  time  alfo  that  the  other 
boats  had  been  abfent  previous  to  our  departure 
from  the  Ihips,  together  with  the  appearance  and 
dire<5lion  of  the  inlet,  I  entertained  little  doubt 
that  the  cr'^at       art  of  what  we  had  feen,  as  alfo 
that  whicii  we   v»erc  now   leavii.^  unexplored, 
had  undergone  the  examination  of  Mr.  Pugct  and 
Mr.  Whidbey.     This  induced  mc  to  return  on 
board,  confidering  we  were  now  paffing  our  time 
to  little  purpofe ;  and  as  the  branch  of  the  main 
inlet  before  us  ftretching  to  the  northward,  prc- 
fented  every  profpedl  of  communicating  with 
fome  of  thofe  wc  had  palTcd  on  Saturday  even- 
ing, we  purfued  that  route.     The  fituation  wc 
quitted  this   morning,  according  to  my  furvcy, 
was  in  latitude  47"  3^  longitude  ^'37"  18^  about 
1 7  leagues  from  the  fea  coafl  of  New  Albion,  to- 
wards which,  from  the  moderate  helsiht  of  the 
country,  there  could  be  little  doubt  of  an  cafy 
intercourfe  by  land.     About  noon  we  landed  on 
a  point  of  the  cailern  fliore,  whofe  latitude  is  47* 
15-1^  longitude  237"  17^-   From  hence  we  pro- 
ceeded with  a  pleafant  foutherly  gale,  to  afcer- 
tain  if  any  communication  cxiftcd,  as  we  had  be- 
fore conjetftured.     The  further  we  advanced  the 
more  doubtful  it  became,  until  at  length,  about 
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three  leagues  north  of  the  above  pointy  it  ter- 
minated Uke  all  the  other  channels  in  a  lliallow 
flat  before  a  low  fwampy  bog.     Here  we  dined, 
and  about  four  in  the  afternoon  fct  out  on  our 
return  by  the  way  we  had  come,  purpofing  to 
ftop  for  the  night  at  a  cove  a  little  to  the  fouth 
of  the  point  we  were  upon  at  noon,  where  we 
arrived  about  nine  in  the  evening.     Mr.  John- 
ftone,  who  had  kept  along  the  wellern  fhore  in 
order  to  look  into  a  fmall  opening  we  had  pafled 
in  failing  down,  had  the  advantage  by  being  on 
the  weather  fhore,  and  had  arrived  a  fliort  time 
before  us.  He  informed  me  the  opening  was  very 
narrow,  and  could  extend  but  a  little  way  before 
it  joined  that  which  we  had  quitted  this  morning. 
Whilft  he  was  on  fliorc  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
the  ncceffary  angles,  a  deer  came  down  to  the 
beach,  which  Mr.  Le  Mefurier,  the  gentleman 
who  had  attended  him  in  the  boat,  fired  at,  and 
fortunately  killed.     It  proved  to  be  a  very  fine 
buck,  and  afforded  our  people  a  good  frelh  meal, 
which  was  fome  compenfation  for  the  difappoint- 
ment  we  experienced   in  not  finding  a  pafPagc 
home  by  the  route  we  had  lately  purfucd. 

About  day-break,  as  ufual,  on  Tuefday  morn- 
ing the  29th,  we  again  refumed  our  voyage  to- 
i^ards  the  lliips,  which  were  now  dl^ant  about 
45  miles.  Towards  noon  we  landet  a  the  north 
point  of  entrance  into  the  fccond  opcnijig  we  had 
-  ■  -  paiTcd 
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paffed  on  Saturday  evening ;  the  latitude  of 
which  is  47"  15§^  The  ftrength  of  the  ebb  tide 
facihtated  our  progrefs,  and  our  conjcdures  were 
foon  proved  to  have  been  well  founded  in  this 
being  the  fame  inlet,  which  I  had  directed  the 
other  party  to  examine.  Wc  were  carried  with 
great  rapidity  for  fome  time  up  the  branch  leading 
to  the  northward,  and  through  this  channel  we 
arrived  in  the  evening  on  board,  without  feeing 
any  other  opening  leading  to  the  wcftward.  The 
land  compofing  the  caftern  fliorc  of  this  channel, 
and  the  weftcrn  fliore  of  that  we  had  purfued 
on  Saturday  morning,  was  now  afcertaincd  to  be 
the  moft  extenfive  ifland  we  had  yet  met  with  in 
our  feveral  examinations  of  this  coaft ;  which 
after  my  friend  Captain  Valhon  of  the  navy,  I 
have  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Vasho:n's 
Island. 

Late  on  the  preceding  Saturday  night,  or  ra- 
ther on  Sunday  morning,  our  other  party  had  re- 
turned. It  was  tlicm  wc  had  fecn  the  firll  even- 
ing of  our  cxcurfion  from  the  ifland,  and  they 
very  diilintlly  faw  our  fire ;  but  as  they  did  not 
hear  the  report  of  the  mulkets,  concluded  it  a 
fire  of  the  natives,  not  having  the  leaft  idea  of 
any  of  our  boats  being  in  that  neighbourhood. 
They  had  explored  all  thofe  parts  of  the  inlet  we 
had  palled  by,  and  found  the  three  openings  we 
left  unexamined,  the  firft  afternoon,  leading  to 
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the  wcftward,  to  be  channels  dividing  that  fhorc 
into  three  iflands ;  and  thofe  we  had  not  attended 
to  onMonday  morning  formed  two  i'mull  branches 
leading  to  the  S.  W. ;  the  wefternmoft  of  which 
extends  to  the  Intitude  47^6^,  about  two  leagues 
to  the  weftvvard  of  our  refearches  in  that  direc- 
tion ;  that  in  which  the  deer  was  fhot  communi- 
cated with  the  S.  W.  branch  of  the  inlet  by  a 
very  narrow  channel.  They  had  alfo  palfed  the 
opening  wc  had  purfued  leading  towards  mount 
Rainier  ;  but  agreeably  to  my  diredlions  had  not 
profccuted  its  examination ;  the  termination  of 
every  other  opening  in  the  land  they  had  afcer- 
tained.  Thus  by  our  joint  efforts,  we  had  com- 
pletely explored  every  turning  of  this  extenfivc 
inlet ;  and  to  commemorate  Mr.  Puget's  exer- 
tions, the  fouth  extremity  of  it  I  named  Pu get's 
Sound. 

The  Chatham  had  failed  on  Monday,  and  Mr. 
Whidbey  had  departed  in  the  Difcovery's  launch 
for  the  purpolb  of  carr)  ing  into  effect  the  orders 
I  had  left  with  Mr.  Broua;hton. 

Mr.  Puget  had  little  more  to  communicate  re- 
fpc(^fing  his  late  expedition  than  what  had  fallen 
under  my  own  obfcrvation,  exceptmg  the  difor- 
derly  behaviour  of  an  Indian  tribe  he  had  met 
w  ith  at  fome  diftance  up  the  firlt  arm  leading  to 
the  wcftvvard  within  the  narrows,  whofc  conduct 
had  materially  differed  from  tluit  of  the  natives 
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in  general ;  and  in  particular  trom  that  of  a  party 
confiding  of  about  twenty  natives  whom  they  had 
before  feen  in  that  route,  and  who  had  behaved 
with  their  ufual  frlendlhip  and  civility.  In  this 
arm  they  found  the  fliores  in  general  low  and 
well  wooded.  About  eight  in  the  evening,  at- 
tended by  fome  of  the  natives  in  two  canoes, 
they  landed  for  the  night.  Thefe  people  could 
not  be  invited  nearer  our  party  than  about  an 
hundred  yards,  where  they  remained  attentive 
to  all  the  operations  until  the  tents  were  pitched, 
when  it  became  neccflary  to  difcharge  fome 
loaded  mufkets,  the  noife  of  which  they  heard 
without  any  apparent  furprize,  and  exclaimed 
poo  !  after  every  report.  They  foon  afterwards 
paddled  away  to  the  weftward.  The  next  morn- 
ing Mr.  Pugct  proceeded  up  the  arm,  which  took 
a  N.  E.  direction  about  a  mile  wide,  narrowing 
as  they  advanced  to  one-fourth  of  that  width  ;  the 
foundings  were  found  regular  from  eight  to  thir- 
teen fathoms.  In  this  fituation  they  faw  a  canoe 
making  towards  them,  on  which  they  refted  on 
their  oars  to  wait  its  approach.  The  canoe  fud- 
dcnly  Hopped,  and  no  offers  of  prclcnts,  nor  figns 
of  friendly  inclinations,  could  induce  the  Indians 
to  venture  near  t-hc  boat.  In  order  to  remo\c 
their  apprehenfions,  Mr.  Pugct  faftened  fome 
medals,  copper,  and  trinkets,  to  a  piece  of  wood 
which  he  left  floating  on  the  water ;  and  when 
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the  boat  was  at  a  fufficicnt  diftancc,  the  Indian* 
picked  It  up.  After  repeating  this  twice  or  thrice 
they  ventured,  though  not  without  fome  trepi- 
dation, alongfide  the  boats.  In  their  perfons 
they  feemed  more  robuil  than  the  generahty  of 
the  inhabitants ;  moft  of  them  had  loft  their 
ri^ht  eye,  and  were  much  pitted  with  the  fmall 
pox.  They  now^  attended  the  boats  tor  a  Ihort 
time,  and  liaving  recp'ved  fome  additional  pre- 
fents,  returned  to  the  Ihore.  The  wliolc  of  their 
conduft  exhibited  much  fufpicion  and  diftruft. 
When  any  (jueftion  was  endeavoured  to  be  put  to 
them,  they  replied  by  poo  !  poo  !  pointing  at  the 
fame  time  to  a  fmall  illand  on  which  the  party 
had  breakfafted,  and  where  fome  birds  had  been 
Jhot.  They  feemed  well  acquainted  with  the 
A^alue  of  iron  and  copper,  but  would  not  difpofe 
of  their  weapons,  or  any  other  article  in  exchange 
for  either.  About  noon  the  party  landed  to  dine  ; 
and  whilft  they  were  preparing  to  haul  the  feinc 
before  a  frefh  water  brook,  fix  canoes  were  feen 
paddling  haltily  round  the  point  of  the  cove  they 
were  in,  and  direCtini>;  their  courfe  towards  the 
boats.  Tiie  fufpicious  behaviour  of  thofe  w  hom 
they  had  parted  w  ith  in  the  morning,  rendered 
it  highly  expedient  tli:it  they  lliould  be  upon  their 
guard  againft  a.iy  hoftile  defign  of  tliefe  people  ; 
on  whole  approach,  a  line  on  the  beach  was 
drawn,  to  fcparate   the  two   parties   from    each 
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Other;  which  was  readily  uiulcrtlo()d,aiul  obeyed. 
They  now  divided  their  numbers  into  two  lets, 
one  remaining  on  (hore  with  their  bows  and  qui- 
vers, the  other  retiring  to  their  canoes,  where 
they  quietly  leatcd  themfclves. 

Thus,  with  every  appearance  of  good  order  be- 
ing cftabliflicd,  the  officers  went  to  dinner,   on 
an  elevated  fpot  a  lew  yards  from  the  vvater-iidc, 
where  the  crews  were  dining  in  their  rcfpetflivc 
boats,  and  in  readincfs  to  aft  in  cafe  of  anv  alarm. 
On  a  fcvcnth  canoe  joining  the  Indian  party,  tliofe 
on  the  beach   immediately  embarked ;  and   the 
whole  number,  amounting  to  twenty-  foui  pcr- 
fons,  evidently  entered  into  a  confultation,  dur- 
ing which  they  frequently  pointed  to  thoP  in  the 
boats,  as  v\  ell  as  to  the  officers  on  the  hiU.    This 
condudl  tended  to  increalc  the  fufpicions   that 
their  inclinations  were  othcrwifc  than  friendly, 
ho\^cvcr  imprudent  they  might  deem  it,  on  the 
prefent  moment,  to  carry  their  intentions  into 
execution.     But  as  our  party  could  not  be  fur- 
prized,  and  as  they  were  ready  to  adl  immediately 
on  the  defenfive,  Mr.  Pugct  ai.  i  the  other  gen- 
tlemen did  not  confider  their  lituation  alarrning, 
and  preferred  qule'Jy  finilliinf!!;  their  rcpall,  to  that 
of  indicating  any  llgns  of  dillruft  or  apprehcn- 
iion,  by  a  precipitate  retreat.     Towards  the  con- 
clufion  of  their  conference,  three  of  tlicir  canoes 
were  Healing  near  to  the  boats;  but,  on  finding 
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they  were  difcovered  by  the  officers,  inftantly  re- 
turned. At  this  time,  an  eighth  canoe  joined 
the  party ;  on  which  all  of  them  paddled  to  the 
beach,  jumped  on  fhore  and  ftrung  their  bows. 
This  was  manifeftly  preparing  for  an  attack,  as  they 
had  not  ever  been  feen,  on  any  former  occafion, 
with  their  bows  ftrung.  The  very  man  who  ap- 
peared the  principal  in  the  canoe,  they  had  met 
in  the  mornuig,  and  with  whom  fo  much  trou- 
ble was  taken  to  obtain  his  good  opinion,  now 
fee  mod  the  leader  of  this  party ;  and,  with  an 
arrow  acrofs  his  bow  in  readinefs  for  immediate 
ufe,  advanced  towards  the  ftation  of  the  officers, 
"whilfl  others  of  the  party  wrrc  moving  that  way. 
Such  mcafurcs  however  were  prudently  rcfortcd 
to,  without  proceeding  to  extremities,  as  obliged 
them  all  to  retreat  to  the  line  of  feparation,  where 
they  again  held  a  clofc  and  long  confultation ; 
and  our  gentlemen  having  now  no  objecl  to  de- 
tain them  on  Ihore,  they  re-embarked,  leaving 
the  Indians  at  the  line  of  feparation,  fliarpening 
their  arrows  and  Ipcars  on  ftones,  apparently 
much  inclined,  though  irrcfolute,  to  attempt 
hoftilitics.  In  this  undecided  ftate  of  their  minds, 
Mr.  Pugct  thought  it  might  anfwer  a  good  pur- 
pofe  to  fire  a  fwivel,  fliotted  ;  the  effird:  of  which, 
might  teach  them  to  refped,  hereafter,  our 
powers  of  defence,  and  induce  them,  on  the  pre- 
sent occafion,  to  prefer  a  pacific  deportment,  and 
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preferve  the  lives  of  many,  that  muft  have  been 
loft,  had  they  been  fo  injudicious  as  to  have  com- 
menced an  attack.  Although,  on  the  report  of 
the  gun,  or  the  diftant  effed:  of  the  lliot,  which 
was  fired  over  the  water,  not  the  leaft  vifible  afto- 
nifhment  or  apprehenfion  was  expreffed,  yet,  the 
meafure  was  almoft  inftantly  attended  with  every 
expcd:ed  good  confcquence.  Their  bows  were 
foon  unllrung  ;  and  inftead  of  their  menacing  a 
combat,  their  weapons  became  articles  of  traffic, 
in  common  with  other  trifles  they  had  to  difpofe 
of,  for  copper,  buttons,  knives,  beads,  and  other 
ornaments  ;  in  which  friendly  iiitercourfc,  they 
accompanied  the  boats  until  towards  the  evening, 
when  they  peaceably  took  their  leave,  and  re- 
turned to  their  home. 

From  Mr.  Puget  I  likewifc  underftood,  that, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  excurfion,  himlclf  and  party 
had  vifited,  and  had  received  the  vifits  of  feveral 
other  tribes  of  Indians,  whofe  behtiviour  had  been 
uniformly  civil,  courteous,  and  friendly.  Why 
this  party,  whofe  unfriendly  intentions  were  too 
evident  to  be  miflakcn,  fiiould  have  been  in- 
duced to  aiTunie,  without  the  leaft  provocation,  a 
character  Co  diametrically  oppofite  to  that  which, 
in  every  other  inllancc,  fcemed  to  govern  their 
general  condud:,  is  certainly  very  myllerious,  and 
renders  the  forcG:oin<r  an  extraordinary  circum- 
llancc,  for  which  it  is  difficult  to  account. 
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The  country  we  had  mutually  explored,  did 
not  appear,  to  cither  party,  from  our  tranfient 
view  of  it,  matcriallv  to  differ  from  that  which 
has  already  been  defcribed,  cither  in  its  feveral 
produdions  from  the  foil,  or  in  its  general  ap- 
pearance of  fertility.  It  did  not,  however,  pof- 
fcfs  that  beautiful  variety  of  landfcape  ;  being  an 
a] moll  impenetrable  wilderncfs  of  lofty  trees,  ren- 
dered nearly  impaflable  by  the  underwood,  which 
uniformly  incumbers  the  furface. 

By  the  termination  of  the  weftern  range  of 
fnowy  mountains  in  their  fouthern  direction,  tak- 
ing place  confidcrably  to  the  north-weftvvard,  and 
the  more  elevated  land  intercepting  the  view  of 
fuch  mountains  as  may  extend  from  the  eaftern 
range,  Southward  of  mount  Rainier,  wc  were 
prefented  with  more  than  the  whole  fouthern 
horizon  of  land  moderately  high,  extending  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  divcrfified  by  emi- 
nences and  vall;<:s,  affording  a  probability  of  an 
eafv  intercourfe  bv  land  with  the  fea  coaft:  where 
fomc  places  of  fliclter  for  fmall  veffels  may  pof- 
fibly  Hill  be  found,  which,  in  the  event  of  an 
cftabliiliment  being  formed,  would  prove  highly 
advantageous. 

The  fcarcity  of  water  has  before  been  men- 
tioned as  the  only  difadvantage  that  the  interior 
country  feemcd  to  labour  under  ;  but  in  Mr. 
Pugct's  furvey.  a  greater  fupply  of  water  was 
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found  than  in  the  inlets  and  bays  that  underwent 
my  own  particular  examination.  The  country 
had  alfo  been  confidered  by  us  as  nearly  deftitutc 
of  inhabitants ;  but  this  opinion  wc  found  to  be 
erroneous,  from  the  other  party  having,  by  acci- 
dent, fallen  in  with  near  150  Indians,  and  having 
feen  feveral  deferted  villages. 

The  point  near  our  prefent  ftation,  forming 
the  north  point  of  the  bay,  hitherto  called  the 
Village  point,  I  have  diftinguifhed  by  the  name 
of  Restoration  Point,  having  celebrated  that 
memorable  event,  whilft  at  anchor  under  it ;  and 
from  the  refult  of  my  obfervations  made  on  the 
fpot,  it  is  fituated  in  latitude  ^7*^30'',  longitude 
237°40^  During  our  flay  the  tides  were  ob- 
fcrvcd  to  be  materially  affec^tcd,  by  the  diredion 
or  force  of  the  winds,  not  only  in  rcfped:  to  their 
rife  and  fall,  but  as  to  the  time  of  high  water. 
The  former  fcldom  exceeded  feven  or  eight  feet : 
and  the  latter  generally  took  place  about  4''  10' 
after  the  moon  palfed  the  meridian.  The  varia- 
tion of  the  compafs,  by  fix  fets  of  azimuths  taken 
on  board,  ditiering  from  1 8^  to  22",  gave  the 
mean  refult  of  nf  a</  cuft  variation. 

Nothing  occurring  to  detain  us,  on  Wcdnef- 
day  morning,  the  30th,  vvith  a  plcafant  foutherly 
breeze,  we  di reded  our  courfe  to  the  opening 
under  the  examination  of  Mr.  Broughton  ;  the 
entrance  of  which  lies  irom  Reftoration  point, 
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N.  20  E.  five  leagues  diftant.  The  breeze,  as  was 
ufual,  dying  away,  we  advanced  very  flowly ; 
towards  noon,  it  was  fucceedcd  by  a  N.  W.  wind, 
accompanied  with  the  flood- tide,  fo  that,  by  the 
time  we  had  worked  up  the  opening,   the  ebb 
tide  was  returning  not  only  with  great  ftrength, 
but  attended  by  a  fort  of  counter-tide,  or  under 
tow,  that  fo  afFeded  the  fliip,  as  to  render  her 
almoft  unmanageable,  notwithftanding  we  had 
a  frefh  breeze,  and  were  affilled  in  working  in 
by  our  boats.      Having  advanced  about   three 
miles  within  the  entrance,  which  wc  found  about 
half  a  league  acrofs,  and,  in  the  evening,  feeing 
no  appearance  of  the  Chatham,  a  gun  was  fired, 
which  was  immediately  anfvvered  from   behind 
a  point  of  land,  on   the   ftarboard,  or   eaftern 
fliore,  where,  foon  afterwards,  we  favv  the  Chat- 
ham bearing  a  light  at  her  maft-head  for  our  gui- 
dance ;  and,  though  within  the  diftance  of  two 
miles,  it  was  near   midnight  b-^forc  we  anchored 
in  32  fathoms  water,  about  a  cable's  length  from 
her ;    not  having  been   able   to  gain  foundings 
with  110  fathoms  of  line,  until  we  reached  this 
flution. 

The  next  morning,  Thurfday  31  ft,  we  found 
ourfelvcs  about  a  cable's  length  from  the  Ihore, 
in  a  capacious  found ;  whole  entrance  bore  by 
compafb  from  S.  2  W.  to  S.  30  W.,  about  fix 
miles  from  us,  from   whence  it  extended  in  a 
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true  N.  N.  E.  dlrcd'ion.  To  the  north  was  a 
high  round  ifland,  bearing  from  N.  ISW.  to 
N.  33  W. ;  on  each  fide  of  which  an  opening  was 
fcen  ftretching  to  the  northward.  Thefc  open- 
ings were  feparated  by  a  high  narrow  Hip  of  land, 
which  alfo  appeared  to  be  infular.  The  eaftern 
fide  of  the  found  formed  a  deep  bay,  apparently 
bounded  by  folid  compac!!:  land  of  a  moderate 
height. 

Mr.  Broughton  informed  me,  he  had  navi- 
gated the  eaft  fide  of  the  round  ifland  in  the 
brig,  and  had  examined  the  caftern  fliorc  of  the 
found,  which  was,  as  it  appeared  to  be,  a  corn- 
pad:  Ihore.  Mr.  Whidbcy,  in  our  launch,  ac- 
companied by  Lieutenant  Hanfcn  in  the  Chat- 
ham's, had,  on  the  2(jth,  been  difpatched  to  the 
two  openings  to  the  northward,  ^vlth  dircdions 
to  examine  the  right  hand,  or  cLillernmoft,  fiifl;; 
and,  on  finding  its  termination,  to  return  with 
fuch  information  to  the  Chatliam,  before  they 
proceeded  to  vifit  the  other;  that,  in  the  event  of 
the  Difcovcry's  arrival  previous  to  their  return, 
the  vcffels  might  follow  them  in  fuch  purfuit,  ob- 
fervlng  to  keep  on  the  eailcrn  fhore  until  they 
ihould  find  it  divided  into  tv.o  branches.  This 
being  the  third  day  of  tliclr  abfcnce,  it  was  con- 
cluded they  had  found  the  eaftcrnmofl:  opening 
to  be  of  confidcrable  extent  ;  in  confcquence  of 
which  I   determined   to  follow  them,  but    the 
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weather  being  calm  and  gloomy,  with  fomerain, 
we  were  pre\  cnted  movhig.  On  a  low  point  of 
land  near  the  Ihip,  1  obfcrved  the  latitude  to  be 
i 7^  •'>  71',  longitude  2 .3  ;  5  S'.  A  light  favourable 
breeze  fprang  up  Ihortly  after  noon  ;  but  before 
the  anchor  was  at  the  fhip's  bows  it  again  fell 
calm,  with  much  rain,  which  obliged  us  to  re- 
main quiet.  The  Chatham  however  weighed, 
and  being  foon  otf  the  bank,  which  does  not 
reach  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fliore,  was  in- 
flantly  out  of  foundings,  and  was  driven  by  the 
ebb-tide  until  nine  in  the  evening  to  the  entrance 
of  the  found.  At  this  time  a  frefli  foutherly 
breeze  fpringing  up  we  weighed,  and  diredcd 
our  courfc  northward,  to  pafs  on  the  wcftcrn  fide 
of  the  round  if  land. 

We  had  now  been  ilationary  upwards  of  20 
hours,  and  during  that  time  the  tide  or  current 
had  conftantly  fat  out;  the' like  was  obferved  by 
Mr.  Broughton  during  his  continuance  in  the 
fame  place.  The  foutherly  wind,  attended  by  a 
heavy  fall  of  rain,  fbon  became  fo  faint,  that  by 
eleven  at  night  \vc  had  proceeded  only  five  miles. 
Here  wc  were  obliired  to  anchor  in  tvvcntv  fa- 
thorns  water,  hard  fuidy  bottom,  near  half  way 
between  the  illand  aud  the  pi/mt  that  divides  the 
two  openings,  which  arc  about  a  league  afunder. 

About  f:x  in  the  morniniz;  of  Friday,  June  the 
firil,  affifted  bv  the  llood  title,  and  a  li,y;!it  fouth- 
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eaftcrly  wind,  we  proceeded  up  the  eaftern  arm  ; 
the  entrance  of  which  is  about  a  mile  wide,  with 
foundings  from  7»')  to  80  fathoms,  dark  iandy 
bottom.  The  weather  being  rainy,  calm,  or  at- 
tended with  light  variable  winds,  moft  of  the 
forenoon  we  made  little  progrefs.  During  this 
interval  the  Chatham  gained  fome  advantage  of 
us,  and  about  noon  proceeded  with  a  favourable 
breeze  from  the  fouthward  up  the  opening.  The 
haze  which  had  obfcurcd  the  land  all  the  fore 
part  of  the  day,  gave  the  inlet  an  extenfive  ap- 
pearance, without  any  vifible  termination :  but  on 
the  fog's  difperfnig,  it  fecmcd  to  be  clofcd  in  every 
direc^tion,  excepting  that  by  which  we  had  enter- 
ed; but  as  foundings  could  not  be  gained  with  fifty 
fathoms  of  line,  we  continued  our  courfe  up  the 
inlet  until  about  two  o'clock,  at  which  time  wc 
had  advanced  fix  miles  from  the  entrance ;  and 
being  perfcdly  fatisfied  that  the  inlet  iiniflied  in 
the  manner  cnmmon  to  all  we  had  hitherto  exa- 
mined, the  fignal  was  made  for  the  Chatham  to 
bring  up,  and  we  (hortened  fail  accordingly.  In 
a  few  minutes  Die  was  difcovercd  to  be  a-ground, 
and  had  made  the  fignal  for  aflillance.  On  this 
we  flood  towards  her,  and  anchored  about  a  mile 
from  her  in  20  fathoms  water,  flmdy  bottom,  and 
about  half  that  dillance  from  the  eaflcrn  fliore, 
which  was  the  nearcft  land.  Our  boats  were  im- 
mediatelv  fcnt  to  her  relief;  but  as  the  tide  fub- 
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fided  very  faft,  they  could  only  lay  out  anchors 
lor  heaving  her  off  on  the  returning  flood.     Al- 
though the  upper  part  of  the  inlet  had  appeared 
to  be  perfedly  doled,   ye^  .c  was  not  impoilible 
a  channel  might  exill  on  the  weftern  or  oppofite 
fliore,  which  by  interlocking  points  might  have 
been  invifible  to  us  on  board,  and  through  which 
our  abfcnt  party  might  have  found  a  paflage.    To 
afcertain  this  fadl,  I  went  in  the  yawl,  and  found 
the  depth  of  water  fuddenly  to  dccreafe  on  leav- 
ing the  fliip  to  ten,  fevcn,  and  two  fathoms.  Wc 
continued  our  refearches  in  one  and  two  fathoms 
water  to   the   oppofite  fide,  where  wc  landed 
nearly  a-breaft  of  the  fliip,  and  found  the  fliores 
of  the  inlet  to  be  ftraight,  compa6t,  and  about 
two  miles  apart.     In  fcvcral  places  wc  attempted 
to  land  near  the  upper  end,  but  found  ourfclves 
as  often  repulfed  by  a  flat  fandy  fhoal,  which  ex- 
tended diredlly  acrofs.     The  land   there  feemcd 
of  a  fwampy  nature,  was   thinly  wooded,  and 
through  it  was  the  appearance  of  a  Ihallow  rivu- 
let falling  into  the  fea ;  further  back  it  was  more 
elevated,  and  the  furrounding  country  being  co- 
vered with  a  iimilar  growth  of  timber  to  that  be- 
fore noticed,  made  us  conclude  the  land  to  be 
equally  fertile. 

This  examination  perplexed  me  extremely  to 
account  for  an  error  that  had  certainly  taken 
place.     For  under  the  convidion  that  this  inlet 
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held  been  found  navigable  by  the  boats,  I  ihould 
not  have  hefitated  to  have  profecuted  my  way 
hither  in  the  Ihip  at  midnight,  in  confequenccol;' 
the  party  not  having  made  any  report  to  the  con- 
trary. This  could  only  be  attributed  to  a  mif- 
undcrflanding  of  the  orders  given,  or  to  fomc 
unfortunate  accident  having  befallen  them.  The 
latter  we  had  no  reafon  to  apprehend,  unlcfs  from 
an  attack  of  the  Indians,  which  was  not  very 
likely  to  have  happened,  as  we  faw  not  the  leaft 
indication  of  either  permanent  or  temporary  ha- 
bitations. I  called  on  board  the  Chatham  on  my 
return,  and  was  happy  to  underftand  that  there 
was  little  probability  of  her  receiving  any  injury, 
having  grounded  on  a  muddy  bank ;  and  that 
there  was  every  profped;  of  her  floating  off  the 
next  tide.  In  founding  to  lay  out  their  anchors, 
it  became  evident  that  in  the  very  dirc^diion  in 
which  they  had  failed  to  their  then  ftation,  they 
had  run  upwards  of  half  a  mile  on  this  bank  in 
two  fathoms  water,  in  confequence  of  the  un- 
pardonable negligence  of  the  man  at  the  lead, 
who  had  announced  falfe  foundings,  and  for 
which  he  was  defcrvedly  puniflied.  She  was  hove 
off  about  midnight,  and  anchored  near  us  with- 
out having  received  the  leaft  damage. 

The  Chatham  being  in  readinefs  by  ten  the 
next  morning,  Saturday  the  2d,  with  a  light  nor- 
therly breeze,  attended  with  gloomy  weather  and 
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Ibmc  rain,  wc  dircdcd  our  route  back  by  the 
way  we  had  come,  and  it  was  not  until  three 
o'clock  that  wc  reached  the  found,  where  we 
.  again  anchored  in  fifty  fathoms,  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  eaftern  (horc,  and  about  iix  times 
that  dlllance  to  the  caflward  of  the  arm  we  had 
quitted,  which  forms  an  excellent  harbour,  well 
fheltcrcd  from  all  winds ;  but  during  our  fhort 
ftay  there  we  faw  no  appearance  of  any  frefli  wa- 
ter. Here  our  pofition  was  before  a  fmall  bay, 
into  which  flowed  two  excellent  ftreams,  but 
thefe  were  fo  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  fea,  that 
it  became  neceflary  either  to  procure  the  water 
at  low  tide,  or  at  fome  diftancc  up  the  brook  ; 
which  latter  was  eafdy  effcL^cd,  as  our  boats  were 
admitted  to  where  the  freih  water  fell  from  the 
elevated  land.  In  this  fituation  the  obferved  la- 
titude was  48"  2  i^  longitude  237"  5  7i\  being  fix 
miles  S.  S.  E.  from  our  laft  anchorage. 

As  there  was  little  doubt  now  remaining  that 
the  party  had  proceeded  to  the  examination  of 
the  other  inlet,  and  as  the  weather  w  as  thick  and 
hazy  with  fome  rain,  a  gun  was  now  and  then 
fired  to  dired;  them  to  the  Ihips  in  cafe  thcy 
fhould  be  on  their  return. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  afternoon  wc  were  tole- 
rably fuccefsful  with  the  feine,  as  we  had  alfo 
been  in  the  above  harbour,  in  taking  a  quantity 
of  filh  fimilar  to  thofe  we  procured  in  port  Dif- 
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covcry.  About  clglit  in  the  cvciilnt:;  wc  had  the 
iiitisradion  of  hearing';  our  gun  anrwcrcd  ;  and  at 
nine  the  boats  fafcly  returned  to  tlic  vc^rds. 

Mr.  Whidbey  informed  mn,  that  on  his  return 
from  the  furvey  of  the  port  we  had  cjuitted  in  the 
morning,  he  law  the  Chatham  working  otf'  the 
call  end  of  the  round  ifland  at  fo  little  diltance, 
that  he  concluded  the  boats  could  not  have  efcap- 
cd  the  obfervation  of  thofe  on  board  ;  and  under 
that  Impreliion,  and  his  anxiety  to  forward  this  te- 
dious fervice,  he  had  a\ailcd  hinifelf  of  a  faA'orabIc 
foutherly  wind,  and  ilood  tide,  to  prolecute  his 
examination  of  the  other  branch,  whofe  entrance 
he  had  found  fomething  wider  than  the  harbour 
we  had  left,  having  fixty  fathoms  depth  of  water, 
with  a  foft  muddy  bottom.  Its  general  direc- 
tion led  N.  N.  W.  Havinjz;  advanced  about  four 
miles,  they  found,  on  a  low  projcding  point  of 
the  weftern  fliore,  a  village  containing  a  nume- 
rous tribe  of  the  natives,  liut  as  my  orders,  as 
well  as  the  general  inclination  of  the  officers, 
were  to  prevent  by  all  poiiible  means  the  chance 
of  any  mifundcrftanding,  it  was  the  uniform  prac- 
tice to  avoid  landing  in  the  prefcnce  of  confider- 
able  numbcri ;  and  as  it  was  now  the  dinner  time 
of  our  party,  Mr.  Widbcy  very  prudently  made 
choice  of  the  oppofite  Ihore,  in  the  hope  of  mak- 
ing a  quiet  meal  without  the  company  of  the  In- 
dians.    Having  reached  the  place  where  they  in- 
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tended  to  land,  they  were  met  by  iipwai  ■  ?f 
tvMo  hundred,  ffjme  in  tht^ir  canoes  with  their  la- 
millcs,  and  others  walking  along  the  Ihore,  at- 
tended by  about  forty  dogs  in  a  drove,  fliorn  clol'c 
to  the  fkin  like  Ihecp.  Notwithftandin*';  their 
numbers,  it  was  important  to  land  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  taking  angles;  and  they  had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  being  received  on  fhore  with  every  mark 
of  cordial  friendlliip.  Mr.  Whidbc^  however, 
thought  it  prudent  to  remain  no  longer  in  their 
fociety  than  was  abf()lutely  nccclTary  ;  and  having 
finilhed  the  bufmefs  for  whicli  he  had  landed,  he 
inftantly  embarked,  and  continued  his  route  up 
the  inlet  until  the  evening,  when  he  landed  for 
the  night  about  nine  miles  within  its  entrance. 
In  the  morning  they  again  pnrfued  their  inquiry, 
and  foon  after  they  had  landed  to  break  fall,  they 
were  vifited  by  a  large  canoe  full  of  Indians,  who 
were  immediately  followed  by  an  hundred  more 
of  the  natives,  bringing  with  them  the  mats  for 
covering  their  temporary  houlbs,  and,  feemingly, 
every  other  article  of  value  belonging  to  them. 

On  landing,  which  they  did  \vitliout  the  leaft 
hcfitation,  their  behaviour  was  courteous  and 
friendly  in  the  bighcft  degree.  A  middle-aged 
man,  to  all  appearance  the  chief  or  principal  per- 
fon  of  the  party,  was  foremolt  in  fliewing  marks 
of  the  greatcll  hofpltality  ;  and  perceiving  our 
party  were  at  breakfaft,  prefented  them   with 
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^vatcr,  roaftcd  roots,  dried  fifli,  and  other  articles 
of  food.     Tills  pcrfon,  In  return,  received  f()mc 
preibnts,  and  others  were  dllblbuted  anMjnu;(l  the 
ladies  and  Tome  of  the  party.     The  chief,  for  fo 
we  mult  diltingulfli  him,  had  two  hangers,  one 
of  Spanlih,  the  other  of  Enghlh  nianufaciturc,  on 
which  he  fecmcd  to  fet  a  very  liigh  vakie.     The 
fituatlon  of  the  fpot  where  they  had  landed  was 
deliglitful ;  the  fhores  on  each  fide  the  inlet  be- 
ing compofed  of  a  low  country,  pleafingly  diver- 
fified  by  hills,  dales,  extenl'ive  verdant  lawns,  and 
clear  fpaccs  in  the  mldll  of  the  foreil,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  cordial  reception  they  had  met 
from  the  natives,  induced  Mr.  Whidbey  to  con- 
tinue his  examination  on  fhore  ;  on  this  occafion 
he  was  accompanied  by  the  chief  and  fevcral  of 
the  party,  who  condu(5led  themfclvcs  with  the 
greateft  propriety  ;  though  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  civil  curiofity  in  cx:imining  his  clothes,  and 
cxprefling  a  great  deiire  to  be  I'atisfied  as  to  the 
colour  of  the  Ikin  they  covered ;  making  figns, 
that  his  hands  and  lace  were  painted  white,  in- 
ftead  of  being  blad;  or  red  like  their  own  ;  but 
when  convinced  of  their  miftakc  by  opening  his 
waillcoat,   their  aftonKliment  was  incxprelliblc. 
From  thefc  circumftanccs,  and  the  general  tenor 
of  their  behaviour,  Mr.  Whidbey  concluded  they 
had  not  before  fecn  any  Europeans,  though,  from 
the  different  articles  they  poUefled,  it  was  evi- 
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dent  a  communication  had  taken  place  ;  proba- 
bly by  the  means  of  diftindl  trading  tribes.  The 
people,  who  had  been  met  in  that  inlet  remov- 
ing with  their  families,  and  all  their  moveable 
property,  were  not  unlikely  to  be  of  this  com- 
mercial dcfcription  ;  particularly,  as  their  voyage 
was  towards  the  fea-coaft,  where,  in  fome  con- 
venient iltuation  near  to  the  general  refor*"  of  Eu- 
ropeans, they  might  fix  their  abode  until  an  op- 
portunity was  afforded  them  to  barter  their  com- 
modities for  the  more  valuable  produc'lions  of 
Europe,  which  are  afterwards  dlfpofed  of  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  interior  country  at  a  very  ex- 
orbitant price.  This  circumftance  tends,  in  fome 
degree,  to  corroborate  an  opinion  hazarded  on  a 
former  occ^fion  to  this  effect. 

On  the  boats  belna;  ordered  on  fliorc  to  receive 
Mr.  Whidbey  and  the  gentlemen  who  had  at- 
tended him  in  his  walk,  the  launch  grounded, 
which  was  no  fooncr  perceived  by  the  Indian 
chief,  than  he  was  foremoft  in  uling  every  exer- 
tion to  Ihove  her  off.  This  being  effcded,  and 
the  gentlemen  embarked,  mofc  of  thcfe  good 
people  took  their  leave,  and  feemcd  to  part  with 
their  newly-acquired  friends  with  great  reluc- 
tance. The  chief,  and  a  few  others,  accompa- 
nied our  party,  until  they  had  advanced  about 
fourteen  miles  from  the  entrance,  when  they, 
very  civilly,  took  their  departure ;  here  the  arm 

branched 


i^WwP**- 


ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


l6t 


3  792.] 

branched  off  from  its  former  diredion  of  about 
N.  N.  W.,  to  the  weft  ward,  and  N.  E.  The 
latter  being  the  object  of  their  purfuit,  they  foon 
arrived  off  another  extenfive  and  populous  vil- 
lage, whence  feveral  canoes  came  off  with  not 
lefs  than  feventy  of  the  natives  in  them  ;  and  fe- 
veral others  were  fcen  coming  from  the  different 
parts  of  the  Ihore.  Thofe  who  approached  the 
boats  condud.ed  themfelves  with  the  utmoft  pro- 
priety, fhewing,  by  repeated  invitations  to  their 
dwellings,  the  greateft  hofpitality,  and  making 
figns  that  they  had  plenty  of  food  to  beftow.  Ir: 
thefe  entreaties  the  ladies  were  particularly  ear- 
neft,  and  exprcflcd  much  chagrin  and  mortifica- 
tion that  their  offers  of  civility  were  declined* 
As  the  boats  failed  paft  the  village  thofe  in  the 
canoes  returned  to  the  fliore. 

The  direction  which  the  land  took  to  the  N.  E. 
condudled  them  to  a  confiderable  branch  whofe 
outer  points  lie  from  each  other  N.  20  W.,  about 
a  league  aiundcr.  From  its  eaftcrn  fhorc  a  fhal- 
low  flat  of  fand,  on  which  are  fomc  rocky  iflets 
and  rocks,  runs  out,  until  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  weftcrn  ihorc,  forming  a  narrow  channel, 
navigated  by  them  in  nearly  a  N.  N.  W.  direc- 
tion, for  about  three  leagues.  The  depth,  at  its 
entrance,  was  twenty  fathoms ;  but  gradually  de- 
crcafcd  to  four,  as  they  advanced  up  the  channel 
which   Is  formed  by  the  wcllcrn  fliorc,  and  the 

M  3  fand- 


/ 


I 


[■■  1  1^' 


1' 


as£ 


»■•  Hl.l      >»  I    — 


sagBfga 


r 


I 


!|l 


166  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [jUNE, 

fand-banli,  continuing  with  great  regularity, 
about  halt' a  mile  wide,  to  the  latitude  of  48"  24% 
longitude  237*^  45%  where  it  then  ceafed  to  be  na- 
vigable for  veffels  of  any  burthen,  in  confcquence 
of  the  rocks  and  overfalls  fronri  three  to  twenty 
fathoms  deep,  and  a  very  irregular  and  dilagrce- 
able  tide.  On  meeting  thefe  impediments,  the 
party  returned,  with  intention  of  exploring  the 
opening  leading  to  the  weftward.  As  they  rc- 
paffed  the  village,  they  were  again  vifited  by  their 
friendly  chief,  attended  by  two  or  three  canoes 
only,  who  prefcnted  them  with  a  mofl  welcome 
fupply  of  very  fine  fmall  fifh  which,  in  many  rc- 
fpeds,  refemblcd,  and  moft  probably  were,  a  fpe- 
cies  of  the  fmclt.  He  accepted,  with  apparent 
pleafure,  an  invitation  into  the  launch,  where  he 
remained  with  Mr.  Whidbey  until  the  evening, 
ate  and  drank  of  fiich  thinpfs  as  were  offered  with 
the  greatell  confidence,  and  on  being  made  ac- 
quainted that  the  party  was  going  to  reft,  bad 
them  farewell  with  every  mark  of  refpecfl  and 
friendfliip.  ■        . 

In  the  morning,  the  examination  of  the  wef- 
tcrn  branch  was  purfued,  and  found  to  termi- 
nate in  a  very  excellent  and  commodious  cove  or 
habour,  with  regular  ibundings  from  10  to  20 
fathoms,  good  hf)iding  ground.  Its  weftcrn  ex- 
tent iituated  in  latitude  48"  17',  longitude  237*^ 
38\  is  not  more  than  a  league  from  the  caftern 
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Ihore  of  the  main  inlet,   within  the  flraits.     On 
each  point  of  the  harbour,  which  in  honor  of  a 
particular  friend  I  call  Penn's  Cove,  was  a  dc- 
fertcd  village  ;  in  one  of  which  were  found  feve- 
ral  fepulchres  formed  exactly  like  a  fentry  box. 
Some  of  them  were  open,  and  contained  the  ilie- 
letons  of  many. young  children  tied  up  in  baflcets; 
the  fmallcr  bones  of  adults  were  likewife  noticed, 
but  no  one  of  the  limb  bones  could  here  be  found, 
which  gave  rife  to  an  opinion  that  thefe,  by  the 
living   inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood,  were 
appropriated  to  ufeful  purpofes,  fuch  as  pointing 
their  arrows,  fpears,  or  other  weapons.    The  fur- 
rounding  country,  for  feveral  miles  in  moil  points 
of  view,  prcfcntcd  a  delightful  profpedl,  confift- 
ing  chiefly  of  fpacious  meadows,  elegantly  adorn- 
ed with  clumps  of  trees  ;  amongft  which  the  oak 
bore  a  very  confiderable  proportion,  in  fize  from 
four  to  fix  feet  in  circumfcrcicc.    In  thefe  beau- 
tiful pallurcs,  bordering  on  an  ex]vir<{ive  iheet  of 
water,  the  deer  were  fcen  plii)  ing  about  in  great 
numbers.     Nature  had  here   provided  the  well- 
ftockcd  park,  and  wanted  cAtlv  the  alliit-^^.  ice  of 
art  to  conllitutc  that  dcfirable  aiTembhinie  of  far- 
face,  which  is  io  much  fought  in  other  countries, 
and  only  to   be  acquired  by  an  im modern te  ex- 
pence  in   manual  labour.     The   foil   principally 
confiftcd  of  a  rich,  black  vegetable  mould,  lying 
on  a  fandy  or  clayey  fubftrattim  ;  the  grafs,  of 
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an  excellent  quality,  grew  to  the  height  of  three 
feet,  and  the  ferns,  which,  in  the  fandy  foils,  oc- 
cupied the  clear  fpots,  were  nearly  twice  as  high. 
The  country  in  the  vicinity  of  this  branch  of  the 
fea  is,  according  to  Mr.  Whidbey's  reprefentation, 
the  f  neft  we  had  yet  met  with,  notwithilanding 
the  very  pleaiing  appearance  of  many  others ;  its 
natural  produdions  were  luxuriant  in  the  highell 
degree,  and  it  was,  by  no  means,  ill  fupplied  with 
ftreams  of  frcfli  water'.  The  number  of  its  inha- 
bitants he  elli mated  at  about  iix  hundred,  which 
I  fliould  fuppofe  would  exceed  the  total  of  all  the 
natives  we  had  before  fcen  ;  the  other  parts  of  the 
found  did  not  appear,  by  any  means,  fo  populous, 
as  we  had  been  vifited  by  one  fmall  canoe  only, 
in  which  were  five  of  the  natives,  who  civilly  fur- 
niflied  us  with  fomc  fmall  fifh.  The  charaeler 
and  appearance  of  their  feveral  tribes  here  i'een 
did  not  feeni  to  differ  in  any  material  refpe(5l 
from  each  other,  or  from  thofc  v\e  have  already 
had  occafion  to  mention. 

A  fortniiiht  had  now  hccn  dedicated  to  the  ex- 
amlnaticn  of  this  inlet;  which  I  have  diftlnguiflied 
by  the  name  of  Admi u,\ i/i'y  Inlet:  we  had 
ftill  to  return  about  forty  miles  through  this  te- 
dious inland  navi"i;atlon,  before  we  could  arrive  on 
a  new  field  of  enquiry.  The  broken  appearance 
of  the  reirion  before  us,  and  the  difficulties  we 
had   already  encountered  in   tracing  its  various 
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Hiorcs,  Inconteftibly  proved,  that  the  objeA  of 
our  voyage  could  alone  be  accompllflied  by  very 
flow  degrees.  Perfedly  fatisfied  with  the  ardu- 
oufncfs  of  the  tafk  in  which  we  were  engaged, 
and  the  progrefs  we  were  likely  to  make,  I  be- 
came anxioufly  felicitous  to  move  the  inftant  an 
opportunity  Ihould  ferve.  The  two  following  days 
were  however  unfavorable  to  that  purpofe,  and  af- 
ter the  great  fatigue  our  people  had  lately  under- 
gone, were  well  appropriated  to  holidays.  Sunday, 
the  3d,  all  hands  were  employed  in  fifliing  with 
tolerably  good  fuccefs,  or  in  taking  a  little  recrea- 
tion on  fhore ;  and  on  Monday,  the  4th,  they 
were  fervcd  as  good  a  dinner  as  we  were  able 
to  provide  them,  with  double  allowance  of  grog 
to  drink  the  Kinsr's  health,  it  bcino-the  annivcr- 
fary  of  His  Majelly's  birth  ;  on  \a  hich  aufpicious 
day,  I  had  long  fince  dcfigned  to  take  formal  pof-  » 
feffion  of  all  the  countries  we  had  latelv  been 
cmploved  in  cx|)loring,  in  the  name  of,  and  for 
His  Britannic  Majefty,  bis  heirs  and  fuccellbrs. 

To  execute  this  purpofe,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Brou!j:hton  and  fome  of  the  officers,  I  went  on 
fliorc  about  one  o'clock,  purfuing  the  ufual  for- 
malities which  are  ijrencrallv  obfer\cd  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  and  under  the  difchariic  of  a  roval  falute 
from  the  veffels,  took  poffelfion  accordingly  of 
the  coall,  from  that  part  of  New  Albion,  in  the 
latitude  of  3g"  L'o'  noith,   and  lun^itudc  220"  2& 
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caft,  to  the  entrance  of  this  Inlet  of  the  fea,  faid 
to  be  the  fuppofed  ftraits  of  Juan  de  Fuca ;  as 
likewifc  all  the  coaft  iflands,  &c.  within  the  faid 
ftraits,  as  well  on  the  northern  as  on  the  fouthern 
fliores ;  together  with  thofe  fituated  in  the  inte- 
rior fea  wc  had  difcovercd,  extending  from  the 
faid  ftraits,  in  various  directions,  between  the 
north- weft,  north,  eaft,  and  fouthern  quarters ; 
which  interior  fea  I  iiavc  honored  with  the  name 
of  The  Gulf  of  Georgia,  and  the  conti- 
nent binding  the  faid  gulf,  and  extending  foutli- 
ward  to  the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude,  Vvith 
that  of  New  Georgia,  in  honor  of  His  prcfcnt 
Majefty.  This  branch  of  Admiralty  inlet  ob-^ 
tained  the  name  of  Possession  Sound  ;  its 
weftern  arm,  after  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Alan  Gard- 
ner, I  diftinguifh  by  the  name  of  Port  Gard- 
ner, and  its  fmaller  eaftern  one  by  that  of  Port 
Susan. 
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/J)/^//  Jihniralty  hikt  and  proceed  to  the  Northward 

..  — Anchor  ht  Birch  Bay — Projecnte  the  Survey 

:>  in  the  Boats — Meet  two  Spa?itJ}i  VeJfeh-^Aflro^ 

nomlcal  a7id  7iatit teal  Obfervat Ions.      r^  vv  .  ;  ^   '• 

ALIGHT  breeze  fprlnging  up  from  the  N. 
W.  about  feven  in  the  morning  of  Tuef- 
day  the  5th  of  June,  we  failed  down  Pofleflion 
found.  This  wind  brought  with  it,  as  ufoal,  fe- 
rene  and  pleafant  weather.  Whilft  we  werq 
paffing  gently  on,  the  chief,  who  had  fhcwn  fo 
much  friendly  attention  to  Mr.  Whidbey  and  his 
party,  with  fcveral  of  his  friends  came  on  board, 
and  prefcnted  us  with  fome  fruit  and  dried  fiOi. 
He  entered  the  iliip  with  fome  relud:ance,  but 
was  nr  fooncr  on  deck  than  lie  fcemcd  perfectly 
reconciled ;  and  with  much  inquifitive  carneft- 
nefs  regarded  the  furroiinding  objects,  the  novelty 
u(  whicli  fecmcd  to  fill  his  mind  with  furprifc 
and  admiration.  The  unaffet^ccd  hofpitable  at- 
tention ho  had  Ihewn  our  people,  was  not  likely 
upon  this  occafion  to  be  forgotten.  After  he 
had  vifited  the  ditfercnt  parts  of  the  iliip,  at 
which   he  cxprcflcd  the  grcatcfc  ailonifhmcnt,  I 
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prelented  him  and  his  friends  with  an  ciiTortment 
of  fuch  things  as  they  eiteemed  to  be  moft  valu- 
able ;  and  then  they  took  their  leave,  feemingly 
highly  pleafed  with  their  reception. 

The  N.  W.  wind  was  unfavorable  after  wc 
were  clear  of  Poffeffion  found,  and  obliged  us  to 
work  to  windward,  which  difcovered  to  us  a  Ihoal 
lying  in  a  bay,  juft  to  the  weftward  of  the  north 
point  of  entrance  into  the  found,  a  little  dlftancc 
from  the  fhore.     It  fhews  itfelf  above  water,  and 
is  difcoverable  by  the   foundings  gradually  de- 
creafmg  to  ten,   fcven,  and  five  fathoms,  and 
cannot   be  confidered  as  any  material  impedi- 
ment to  the  navigation  of  the  bay.     As  the  ebb- 
tide was  greatly  in  our  favour,  I  did  not  wait  to 
examine  it  further,  but  continued  plying  to  wind- 
ward until  midnight,  when  being  unable  to  gain 
any  ground  againft  the  llrcngth  of  the  Hood,  wc 
anchored  in  22  fathoms  water  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  weftcrn  fhorc  of  Admiralty   inlet,  and 
about  halfway  between  Oak  cove  and  Marrow- 
ftonc  point;  the  Chatham  having  anchored  be- 
fore us  fome  diftancc  aftcrn. 

The  ebb  a^rain  returned  at  the  rate  of  about 
three  miles  per  hour  ;  but  as  it  was  calm  we  did 
not  move  until  the  N.  W.  wind  fct  in  about  fc- 
ven in  the  morning  of  Wedncfday  the  (3th,  when 
we  worked  out  of  the  inlet. 

Having  reached  its  entrance,  wc  were  met  by 
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I'everal  canoes  tVom  the  wcftw  ard.  Some  of  the 
lieadmoft,  when  they  had  advanced  near  to  the 
fliip  made  figns  ot"  peace,  and  came  alongfide, 
giving  us  to  underftand  that  their  friends  behind 
wifhed  tp  do  the  fame,  and  lequelled  we  would 
fliorten  fail  for  that  purpofe.  They  feemed  very 
folicitous  to  diiluade  us  from  proceeding  to  the 
northward  by  very  vociferous  and  vehement  ar- 
guments ;  but  as  their  language  was  completely 
unintelligible,  and  their  wifhes  not  appertaining 
to  the  obje<^  of  our  purfuit,  fo  far  as  we  were 
enabled  to  comprehend  their  meaning,  we  treated 
their  advice  with  perfect  indifference,  on  which 
they  departed,  joined  the  rell  of  their  country- 
men, and  proceeded  up  Admiralty  inlet,  whofc 
north  point,  called  by  me  Point  Partridge, 
is  fituatedin  latitude  48"  lO^  longitude  237^  31^ 
and  is  formed  by  a  high  white  iiuidy  cliff,  hav- 
ing one  of  the  verdant  lawns  on  either  fide  of  it. 
Paffmg  at  the  dillance  of  about  a  mile  from  this 
point  we  very  fuddenly  came  on  a  fmall  fpace  of 
ten  fathom  water,  but  immediately  again  in- 
crcafed  our  depth  to  20  and  30  fathoms.  After 
advancing  a  few  miles  along  the  eaffern  fborc 
of  the  gulf,  we  found  no  effect  either  from  the 
ebb  or  flood  tide,  and  the  wind  being  light  and 
variable  from  the  northward,  at  three  in  the  af- 
ternoon we  were  obliged  to  anchor  in  20  fathoms 
water,  fandy  bottom. 
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-,  In  this  iltiiatlon  Now  Dunf^cncCi  bore  by  com- 
pafs  S.  «I4  W. ;  the  caft  point  of  Protcdion  ifland 
S.  15  W.  ;  the  weft  point  of  Admiralty  inlet, 
which  after  my  much  cllcemed  friend  C^aj'taia 
George  Wilfon  of  the  navy,  I  dillin;j:;uilhcd  by 
the  name  of  Point  Wilson,  S.  35  K.  fituated 
in  latitude  -48"  lo',  lona;itudc  23;'  3l';  the 
ncarefl:  fliorc  caft,  two  lc;!>]i;ues  diftant  ;  a  low 
Hmdy  ifland,  forming  at  its  weft  end  alow  clitf', 
above  which  fome  dwarf  trees  are  produced  from 
N.  2OW.  to  N.  '10  W.;  and  the  propofcd  fta- 
tion  for  the  veliels  durina;  the  examination  of  the 
continental  ftiorc  by  the  boats,  which,  from  Mr. 
Broughton  who  had  vifitcd  it,  obtained  the  name 
of  STRAWBnr»RY  Bay,  N.  1 1  W.  at  the  dif- 
tancc  of  about  fix  leagues,  fituated  in  a  region 
apparently  much  broken  and  divided  by  water. 
Here  we  remained  until  feven  in  the  evening  ; 
-we  then  weighed,  but  with  fo  little  wind,  that 
after  having  drifted  to  the  fouthward  of  our  for- 
mer ftation,  we  were  obliged  acrain  to  anchor 
until  fix  the  next  morning,  Thurfday  the  7th, 
when  wc  made  an  attempt  to  proceed,  but  were 
foon  again  compelled  to  become  ftationary  near 
our  laft  iituation. 

On  reflec^^ing  that  the  ftimmer  was  now   faft 

advancing,  and  that  the  flow  progrcfs  of  the  vef- 

fels  occafioned  too   inuch  delay,  1   determined, 

rather  than  lofe  the   advantages  which  the  prc- 
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vailing  favorable  ■weather  now  afforded  for  boat 
expeditions,  to  difpatch  Mr.  Pugct  in  the  launch, 
and  Mr.  Whidbey  in  the  cutter,  with  a  week's 
provifions,  in  order  that  the  fliores  fliould  be  im- 
mediately explored  to  the  next  intended  ftation 
of  the  veflcls,  whither  they  would  proceed  as 
foon  as  circumftances  would  allow.  In  this  ar- 
rangement I  was  well  aware,  it  could  not  be  con- 
fidered  judicious  to  part  with  our  launch,  whilfl 
the  ihip  remained  in  a  tranfitoi  'ifixed  ftate  in 
this  unknown  and  dangerous  nav  ,cion  ;  yet  ihe 
was  To  cHentially  necelVary  to  tiic  protection  of 
our  detached  parties,  that  I  rcfolved  to  encoun- 
ter fome  few  difficulties  on  board,  rather  than 
fuffcr  the  delay,  or  lofe  fo  valuable  an  opportu- 
nity for  the  profecution  of  the  furvey.  In  direct- 
ing this,  orders  were  given  not  to  examine  any 
openings  to  the  northward,  beyond  Strawberry 
bay,  but  to  determine  the  boundaries  of  the  con- 
tinental fliore  leading  to  the  north  and  eaftward, 
as  far  as  might  be  pradicable  to  its  parallel,  whi- 
ther they  were  to  rcfort  after  performing  the  tafk 
afligned.  On  this  icivice  they  departed,  and  di- 
rected their  courfc  for  the  fnlt  opening  on  the 
eallern  Ihore  about  3  or  4  leagues  diftant,  bearing 
by  compafs  from  the  ihip  N.  by  E. 

Having  repaired  to  the  low  fandy  ifland  al- 
ready noticed,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  fome 
angles,  I  found  fome  rocks  lying  on  its  weftern 
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fide  nearly  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  its  fliores; 
and  that  the  caftern  part  of  it  was  formed  by  a 
very  narrow  low  fpit  of  land,  over  which  the  tide 
nearly  flowed.  Its  fituation  is  in  latitude  48^  24'', 
longitude  237"  2Qi'.  Amongft  the  various  bear- 
ings that  it  became  necciliiry  to  take  here,  were 
thofe  of  the  two  remarkably  high  fnowy  moun- 
tains {o  frequently  mentioned.  Mount  Baker 
bore  N.  03  E. ;  mount  Rainier  S.  27E. ;  and 
from  a  variety  of  obfcrvations  purpofcly  made  for 
fixing  their  rcfpedive  fituations,  it  appeared  that 
mount  Baker  was  in  latitude  48°  3{/,  longitude 
238°  20',  and  mount  Ptainicr  in  latitude  4/"  3^ 
longitude  2:8"  2 1^  To  the  fouthward  of  thefe 
were  now  feen  two  other  very  lofty,  round, 
fiiowy  mountains,  lying  apparently  in  the  fame 
north  and  fouth  direction,  or  nearly  fo;  but  we 
were  unable  to  afccrtain  their  pofitive  fituation. 
The  fummits  of  thefe  were  vifible  only  at  two  or 
three  ilations  in  the  fouthcrn  parts  of  Admiralty 
inlet;  they  appeared  to  be  covered  with  perpetual 
fnow  as  low  down  as  we  were  enabled  to  fee, 
and  feemed  as  if  they  role  from  an  extenfive  plain 
of  low  country. 

When  due  attention  is  paid  to  the  range  of 
fnowy  mountains  that  ftretch  to  the  fouthward 
from  the  bafe  of  mount  Rainier,  a  probability 
arifes  of  the  fame  chain  being  continued,  fo  as  to 
connect  the  whole  in  one  barrier  along  the  coaft, 
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at  uncertain  diftances  from  its  Ihorcs ;  although 
intervals  may  exift  in  the  ridge  where  the  moun* 
tains  may  not  be  fufficicntly  elevated  to  have 
been  difcernible  from  our  feveral  flations.  The 
like  effcd:  is  produced  by  the  two  former  moun- 
tains, whofe  immenfe  height  permitted  their  ap- 
pearing very  confpicuoufly,  long  before  we  ap* 
proachcd  fufficicntly  near  to  diftinguifh  the  in- 
termediate range  of  rugged  mountains  that  con- 
ric6l  them,  and  from  whofe  fummits  their  bafes 
originate.  .ip) 

:.  About  fix  in  the  evening,  with  a  light  breeze 
from  the  S.  W.  we  weighed  and  flood  to  the 
northward ;  but  after  having  advanced  about  1 1 
miles,  the  wind  became  light  and  obliged  us  to 
anchor  about  nine  that  evening,  in  37  fathoms 
water,  hard  bottom,  in  fome  places  rocky ;  in 
this  fituation  we  were  detained  by  cahns  until 
the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  Friday  the 
8th.  Our  obferved  latitude  here,  w^as  48°  2Q^, 
longitude  237*"  29':  the  country,  occupying  the 
northern  horizon  in  all  dircdions,  appeared  to 
be  exceffively  broken,  and  infulated.  Stravi- 
berry  bay  bore,  by  compafs,  N.  loW.  about  three 
leagues  diftant ;  the  opening  on  the  continental, 
fliore,  the  firft  objed:  for  the  examination  of  the 
detached  party,  with  fome  fmall  rocky  iflcts  be- 
fore its  entrance  that  appeared  very  narrow,  bore, 
at  the  di^lance.of  about  five  niilcs,  S.,8;E.;  point. 
■  VQt.  II.  N 
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Partridge  S.  2 1  E. ;  the  low  fandy  ifland  fouth  ; 
the  fouth  part  of  the  wefternmoft  ihore,  which 
is  compofed  of  iflands  and  rocks^  S.  3/  W.  ahout 
two  miles  didant ;  the  neareil  (liore  was  within 
about  a  mile;  a  very  dangerous  funken  rock,  vi- 
fible  only  at  low  tide,  lies  off  from  a  low  rocky 
point  on  tliis  (bore,  bearing  N.  70  W. ;  and  a 
very  unfafc  clufter  of  fmall  rocks,  fome  con- 
flantly,  and  others  vifible  only  near  low  water, 
bore  N.  15  W.  about  two  miles  and  a  half  dif- 
tant. 

This  country  prefentcd  a  very  different  afped: 
from  that  whicli  we  had  been  accuftomcd  to  be- 
hold further  fouth.  The  fhores  now  before  us 
were  compofed  of  fteep  rugged  rocks,  whofe  fur- 
face  varied  exceedingly  in  refped:  to  height,  and 
exhibited  little  more  than  the  barren  rock,  which 
in  ibme  places  produced  a  little  herbage  of  a  dull 
colour,  with  a  few  dwarf  trees. 

With  a  tolerably  good  breeze  from  the  north, 
"^t  weighed  about  three  in  the  afternoon,  and 
tvith  a  flood  tide,  turned  up  into  Strawberry  bay, 
where,  in  about  three  hours,  we  anchored  in  1 0 
fathoms,  fine  fandy  bottom.  This  bay  is  fituated 
on  the  weft  llde  of  an  ifland,  which,  producing 
an  abundance  of  upright  cyprcfs,  obtained  the 
name  of  Cypress  Isl  a  nix.  The  bay  is  of  fmall 
extent,  and  not  very  deep ;  its  fouth  point  bore 
by  compafs  S.  40  E. ;    a  fmall   iilct^  forming 
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nearly  the  north  point  of  the  bay,  round  which 
is  a  clear  good  paffage  weft ;  and  the  bottom  of 
the  bay  eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  about  three  cjuar- 
ters  of  a  mile.  This  iituation,  though  very  com- 
modious, in  refpedl  to  the  fliore,  is  greatly  ex- 
pofed  to  the  winds,  and  fea  in  a  S.  S.  E.  direc- 
tion. ■     '  •  ''^=  • 

In  confequence  of  the  wind  ceafmg,  the  Chat- 
ham, whilft  endeavouring  to  gain  this  anchorage, 
was,  by  a  ftrong  flood  tide,  driven  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  the  ifland,  where  flie  was  compelled  to 
anchor.  The  next  morning,  Saturday  gth,  I 
received  from  Mr.  Broughton  a  letter  acquaint- 
ing me,  that,  having  been  obliged  to  anchor  on 
a  rocky  bottom,  on  account  of  the  ftrength  and 
irregularity  of  the  tide,  their  ftream  cable  had 
been  cut  through  by  the  rocks ;  and  that,  after 
feveral  attempts  to  recover  the  anchor,  the  rapi- 
dity of  the  tide  had  rendered  all  their  efforts  inef- 
fectual; and  he  was  very  apprehcJnfive-that,  re- 
maining longer  in  that  fituation,  for  the  purpofe 
of  repeating  his  endeavours,  might  endanger  the 
lofs  alfo  of  the  bower  anchor  by  which  they  wr-e 
then  riding.  In  reply,  I  defircd,  if  the  anchor 
could  not  be  regained  by  the  next  flack  tide, 
that  they  would  defift,  rather  than  run  a  rifle  of 
fl:ill  greater  importance. 

A  fine  fancy  beach,  forming  the  fliores  of  the 
bay,  gave  us  the  hope  of  procuring  a  good  fupply 
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of  filh,  as  the  Chatham,  on  her  former  vifit,  bad 
been  very  fucccfsful,-  we  were  however,  unfor- 
tunately miftaken ;  the  feine  was  repeatedly 
hauled,  but  to  no  cfFcd:. 

The  Chatham  arrived  In  the  bay  on  Sunday 
morning,  the  loth,  with  the  lofs  of  her  ftream 
anchor ;  and  in  the  afternoon  tlie  boats  returned 
from  their  fi^fvey.      ,"     -    .  ^    •      ^         ^ 

From  the  officers,  1  became  acquainted,  that 
the  firft  inlet  communicated  with  port  Gardner, 
by  a  very  narrow  and  intricate  channel,  which, 
for  a  confiderable  diftancc,  was  not  forty  yards 
in  width,  and  abounded  with  rocks  above  and 
beneath  the  furfacc  of  the  water.  Thefe  impedi- 
ments, in  addition  to  the  great  rapidity  and  irre- 
gularity of  the  tide,  rendered  the  pailage  naviga- 
ble only  for  boats  or  veiTels  of  very  fmall  burthen. 
This  determined  all  the  eaftern  fhorc  of  the 
gulf,  from  S.  W.  point  of  this  paflage,  in  la- 
titude 48"  27\  longitude  237".  3;',  to  the  north 
point  of  entrance  into  PofTeiTion  found,  in  lati- 
tude 47°  .13',  longitude  237°  ^7\  to  be  an  iiland, 
which,  in  its  broadeft  part,  is  about  ten  miles 
acrofs  ;  and  in  confequcnce  of  Mr.  Whidbcy's 
circumnavigation,  I  diftinguiflied  it  by  the  name 
of  Wiiidbey's  Island  :  and  this  northern  pufs, 
leading  into  port  Gardner,  Deceptiojs"  Pas- 
sage, .r.i '■..'.■::-. 1-.  ,r:.,.i.-   ,;.•;•!.'/■  ur^  / 

Hence  they  proceeded  to  the  examination  of 
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the  continental  coaft  leading  to  the  northward, 
and  entered   what  appeared   to    be  a  fpacious 
/bund,  or  opening,  extending  widely  in  three  di- 
rcdions  to  the  eaftward  of  our  pref^,•nt  ftation. 
One,  leading  to  the  fouthward,  and  another,  to 
the  eaftward,  they  examined,  and  found  them 
to  terminate  alike  in  deep  bay?,  affording  good 
anchorai!i;c,  thouidi  inconvenient  communication 
with  the  fliores;  pa    icularly  towards  the  head 
of  each   bav,  on   •      -  unt  of  a  (hallow  flat  of 
fand  or  mud,  wf  ch  met  them  at  a  confiderable 
diftancc  from  the  land.     Having  fixed  the  boun- 
daries of  the  continent  as  far  to  the  north  as  the 
latitude  of  this   ifland,  agreeably  to  their  direc- 
tions, they  returned,  leaving  unexplored  a  large 
opening  vvlilch  took  a  northern  direction,  as  alfo 
the  fpace  that   appeared  to  be  the  main  arm  of 
the  gulf,  to  the  north-weftward,  where  the  ho- 
rizon wHs  unbounded,  and  its  width  feemed  very 
confiderable.     The  country  they  had  fecn  to  the 
north-eaft  of  Deception  palfage,  is  much  divided 
by  water,  and  bore  nearly  the  fame  ftcril  appear- 
ance with  that  of  out  prefcnt  fituation  ;  except* 
ing  near  the  heads  of  the  two  large  bays,  which 
they  had  cxarriined   on  the  continental   fliore. 
There  the  land  was  of  a  moderate  height,  unoc- 
cupied by  rocky  precipices,  and  was  well  wooded 
with  timber.     In  the  couffe  of  this  expedition, 
fcveral  deft  rted  villages  had  been  fcen,  and  fome 
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of  the  natives  met  with,  who  differed  not,  in 
any  material  particular,  as  to  their  i^erfons,  nor 
in  their  civil  and  hofpitablc  deportment,  from 
thofe  we  had  been  fo  happy,  on  lormer  occaiions, 
to  call  our  friends. 

As  our  prelcnt  anchorage  was  much  expofed,and 
fupplied  us  with  no  fort  of  rcfrefhment,  except- 
ing a  few  fmall  wild  onions  or  leeks,  1  determined, 
on  this  information,  to  proceed  with  the  veiTels 
up  the  gulf,  to  the  N.  W.  in  quell  of  a  more 
commodious  fituation,  from  whence  Mr.  Whid- 
bey  might  be  difpatchcd,  to  complete  the  exa- 
mination of  the  arm  which  had  been  left  un- 
finiihed,  and  another  party,  to  profecute  their  in- 
quiries to  the  N.  W.  or  in  fuch  other  diredion 
as  the  gulf  might  take. 

With  a  light  breeze  from  the  S.  E.  about  four 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Monday  the  llth, 
we  quitted  this  ftation,  and  paiTcd  bet#een  the 
fmall  ifland  and  the  north  point  of  the  bay  to 
the  north -weft  ward,  through  a  clufter  of  nume- 
rous iflands,  rocks,  and  rocky  iflets.  On  Mr. 
Broughton's  firft  vifit  hither,  he  found  a  great 
quantity  of  very  excellent  ftrawberries,  which 
gave  it  the  name  of  Strawberry  bay  ;  but,  on 
our  arrival,  the  fruit  feafon  was  paffed.  The  bay 
affords  good  and  fecurc  anchorage,  though  fome- 
what  expofcd  ;  yet,  in  fair  weather,  wood  and 
water  way  be  cafily  procured.     The  ifland  of 
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Cypreis  is  principally  compofcd  of  high  rocky 
mountains,  and  deep  perpendicular  cliffs,  which, 
in  the  centre  of  Strawberry  bay,  fall  a  little  back, 
and  the  fpace  between  the  foot  of  the  mountains 
and  the  fea-fide  is  occupied  by  low  marfhy  land, 
through  which  are  fcveral  fmall  runs  of  moft 
excellent  water,  that  find  their  way  into  the  bay 
by  oozing  through  the  beach.  It  is  fituated  in 
latitude  48°  30*',  longitude  23 7^*  34^  The  va- 
riation of  the  compafs,  by  eighteen  fcts  of  azi* 
muths  differing  from  13^  to  21°  taken  on  board, 
and  on  ihorc,  fmcc  our  departure  from  Admi- 
ralty inlet,  gave  the  mean  refult  of  19^  5'  eaft- 
wardly.  The  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide  was  incon- 
fiderable,  though  the  ftrcam  was  rapid :  the  ebb 
came  from  the  eaft,  and  it  was  high  water  2^  3/' 
after  the  moon  had  paiTcd  the  meridian.  ' 

We  proceeded  firft  to  the  north-eaftward,  paf- 
fmg  the  branch  of  the  gulf  that  had  been  partly 
examined,  and  then  direded  our  courfc  to  the 
N.  W.  along  that  which  appeared  a  rcntinua- 
tion  of  the  continental  lliorc,  formed  .y  low 
fandy  cliffs,  rifmg  from  a  beach  of  fanJ  and 
ftoncs.  The  country  moderately  elevated,  Otetch- 
cd  a  confidcrable  diftance  from  the  N.  W.  ro<v  d 
to  the  fouth-caftward,  before  it  afcended  to  join 
the  range  of  rugged,  fnowy  mountains.  This 
conneded  barrier,  from  the  bafc  of  mount  Baker, 
ftill  continued  very  lofty,  and  appeared   to  ex- 
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tend  in  a  dircc^tion  IcadiiiL'  to  the  wcftward  of 
.iiortli.  The  foundings  along  the  Ihorc  were  re- 
gular, from  1  2  to  25  and  no  fathoms,  as  we  ap- 
.pioached,  or  increafed  our  dillance  from,  the 
land,  which  icldom  exceeded  two  miles:  theop- 
.pclitc  lide  of  the  gulf  to  the  fouth-weftward, 
Composed  of  numerous  illands,  was  at  the  dif- 
tnnce  of  about  two  leagues.  As  the  day  ad- 
vanced, the  S.  E.  wind  gradually  died  away, 
and,  for  fomc  hours,  we  remained  nearly  lla- 
tionary. 

In  the  evening,  a  light  breeze  favoring  the  plan 
I,  had  in  contemplation,  we  ilcered  for  a  bay  that 
prefented  itlelf,  where,  about  fix  o'clock,  we  an- 
chored in  fix  fathoms  water,  fandy  bottom,  half 
a  mile  from  the  iliore.  The  points  of  the  bay 
bore  by  compafs  S.  32  W.  and  N.  /2  W. ;  the 
wefternmoft  part  of  that  which  we  confidered  to 
be  the  main  land  weft,  about  three  leagues  dif- 
tant ;  to  the  fouth  of  this  point  appeared  the 
principal  diredion  of  the  gulf,  though  a  very 
confiderable  arm  feemcd  to  branch  from  it  to 
the  north-eaftward.  As  foon  as  the  Ihip  was 
i'ccured,  I  went  in  a  boat  to  infped  the  lliorcs 
of  the  bay,  and  found,  with  little  trouble,  a  very 
convenient  fituation  for  our  fevcral  neceifarv  du- 
ties  on  fliore  ;  of  which  the  bufmefs  of  the  ob- 
fervatory  was  my  chief  ohjed,  as  I  much  willicd 
for  a  further  trial  of  the  rate  of  the  chronomc- 
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tcTS,  now  that  it  was  probable  wc  ftiouM  remain 
iit  rcll  a  fufHcicnt  time  to  make  the  requifite  ob- 
icrvations  tor  that  purpofe.  Mr.  Broughton  re- 
ceived my  dircdions  to  this  eticcft,  as  alfo,  that 
the  vcirds  lliould  be  removed,  the  next  morn- 
ina:,  about  a  mile  further  up  the  bay  to  the  N.  E. 
where  they  would  be  more  conveniently  fta- 
tioned  tor  our  feveral  operations  on  fhore  ;  and 
as  toon  as  the  bufmefs  of  the  obfervatory  fhould 
ac(juirc  a  de!!;rce  of  forwardnefs,  Mr.  Whidbcy, 
in  the  Dllcovcry's  cutter,  attended  by  the  Chat- 
ham's lamuh,  was  to  proceed  to  the  examina- 
tion of  that  p;irt  of  the  coaft  unexplored  to  the 
S.  K.  ;  wliilft  myfelf,  in  the  yawl,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Pug<'t  in  the  launch,  diredcd  our  re- 
searches up  the  main  inlet  of  the  gult'.   ■'      ■ 

Matters  thus  arranged,  with  a  week's  provi- 
fion  in  each  boat,  1  departed  at  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  Tuetday  the  1 2th.  The  moll  northerly 
branch,  though  attrading  our  firll  attention, 
caufed  little  delay ;  it  foon  terminated  in  two 
,  open  bays;  the  Ibuthcrnmoll,  which  is  the 
fmallell,  has  two  fmall  rocks  lying  off  its  fouth 
point ;  it  extends  in  a  circular  form  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  with  a  flioal  of  fand  projecting  fome  dif- 
tance  from  its  Ihores.  This  bay  affords  good 
anchoraiire  tVoni  fcven  to  ten  tathoms  water :  the 
other  is  much  larger,  and  extends  to  the  north- 
ward ;  thcfe,  by  noon;  we  had  paffed  round,  but 
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the  Ihoals  attached  to  the  fliores  of  each,  and 
jrarticularly  to  thofc  of  the  latter,  prevented  our 
reaching  within  four  or  five  miles  of  their  heads. 
The  point  conftituting  the  weft  extremity  of 
thefe  bays,  is  that  which  was  feen  from  the  Ihip, 
and  confidercd  as  the  weftern  part  of  the  main 
land,  of  which  it  is  a  fmall  portion,  much  ele- 
vated at  the  fouth  extremity  of  a  very  low  nar- 
row pcninfula ;  its  highcft  part  is  to  the  S.  E, 
formed  by  high  white  fand  cliffs  falling  perpen- 
dicularly into  the  fea ;  from  w  hence  a  (hoal  ex- 
tends to  the  diftancc  of  half  a  mile  round  it, 
joining  thofc  of  the  larger  bay ;  whilft  its  fouth- 
wcft  extrcmitv,  not  more  than  a  mile  in  an  eaft 
and  welt  dircdlon  from  the  former,   is  one  of 
thofc  low  projecting  fandy  points,  with  ten  to 
fevcn  fathoms  water,  within  a  few  yards  of  it. 
From   this  point,   fituatcd  in  latitude  48°  5/\ 
longitude  23/"  2o',  (which  I  diftinguiflied  by 
the  name  of  Point  Roberts,  after  my  cftecm- 
cd  friend  and   prcdcceflbr  in  the  Difcovery)  the 
coall:  takes  a  dircc'lion  N.  28  W.  and  prefcnted 
a  tafic  of  examination  to  which  we  conceived 
our  equipment  very  unequal.    That  which,  from 
hence,  appeared  the  northern  extreme  of  the 
continental  Ihorc,  was  a  low   bluff  point,   that 
feemed  to  form  the  ibuthern  entrance  into  an 
extenfive  i<:)und,  bearing  N.  25  W.  with  broken 
land  ftrctching  about  5"  farther  to  the  weftward. 
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Between  this  diredlion  and  N.  79  W.  the  hori- 
zon fecmcd  uninterrupted,  excepting  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  fmall  though  very  high  round 
ifland,  lying  N.  52  W.  apparently  at  the  diftancc 
of  many  leagues.  Having  thus  early  examined 
and  fixed  the  continental  fhorc  to  the  furtheft 
point  feen  from  the  fliip,  I  determined  to  profr- 
cutc  our  inquiries  to  the  utmoft  limits  that  care 
and  frugality  could  extend  our  fupplies ;  and, 
having  taken  the  neccflary  angles,  we  proceeded, 
but  foon  found  our  progrcis  along  the  eallern  or 
continental  fliorc  materially  impeded  by  a  Ihoal 
that  extends  from  point  Roberts  N.  80  W.  fcven 
or  eight  miles,  then  llretches  N.  35  W.  about 
five  or  lix  miles  further,  where  it  takes  a  north- 
erly diredion  towards  the  above  low  bluff  point. 
Along  the  edge  of  this  bank  we  had  foundings 
from  ten  to  one  fathom,  as  wc  increafcd  or  dc- 
crcafed  our  diftance  from  the  eaflcrn  iliore ;  to 
approach  which  all  our  endeavours  were  exerted 
to  no  purpofe,  until  nine  in  the  evening,  when 
the  flioal  having  forced  us  nearly  into  the  middle 
of  the  gulf,  we  Hood  over  to  its  wcflern  fide,  in 
order  to  land  for  the  night,  and  to  cook  our 
provifions  for  the  enfuing  day,  which  being  al- 
ways performed  by  thofe  on  watch  during  the 
night,  prevented  any  delay  on  that  account,  in 
the  day  time.  As  we  flood  to  the  weflward, 
our  depth  foon  increafcd  to  15  fathoms,  after 
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which  wc  gained  no  bottom  until  we  reached 
the  wcftern  fhore  of  the  gulf,  where,  on  our  ar- 
rival about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  it  was 
with  much  difficulty  we  were  enabled  to  land 
on  the  Iteep  rugged  rocks  that  compofe  the 
coaft,  for  the  purpofc  of  cooking  only,  and  were 
compelled,  by  this  unfavorable  circumftance,  to 
remain  and  ficep  in  the  boats.  ^    *,   . 

At  five  in  the  morning  of  Wednefday  the  1 3th, 
we  asjain  dircdcd  our  courfe  to  the  eaftern  fliorc, 
and  landed  about  noon,  on  the  above-mentioned 
low  bluff  point.  This,  as  was  fufpe6led,  formed 
the  louth  point  of  a  very  extenfive  found,  with 
a  fmall  arm  leading  to  the  eaftward  :  the  fpacc, 
which  feemed  to  be  its  main  direction,  and  ap- 
peared very  extenfive,  took  a  northerly  courfe. 
The  obferved  latitude  here  was  40°  19^  longi- 
tude 237"  6'>  making  this  point  (which,  in  com- 
pliment to  my  friend  Captain  George  Grey  of 
the  navy,  was  called  Point  Grey)  feven  leagues 
from  point  Roberts.  The  intermediate  fpace  is 
occupied  by  very  low  land,  apparently  a  fvvampy 
flat,  that  retires  fcveral  miles,  before  the  country 
rifes  to  meet  the  rugged  fnovvy  mountains,  which 
we  found  ftill  continifing  in  a  dlrcdion  nearly 
along  the  coaft.  This  low  flat  being  very  much 
inundated,  and  extending  behind  point  Roberts, 
to  join  the  low  land  in  the  bay  to  the  eailward 
of  that  point ;  gives  its  high  land,  when  fcen  at 
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a  diftance,  the  appearance  of  an  ifland:  this, 
however,  is  not  the  cafe,  notwithllanding  there 
are  two  openings  between  this  point  and  point 
Grey.  Thefc  can  only  be  navigable  for  canoes, 
as  the  flioal  continues  along  the  coaft  to  the  dif- 
tance  of  feven  or  eight  miles  from  the  fhore,  on 
which  were  lodged,  and  efpecially  before  thefe 
openings,  logs  of  wood,  and  ftumps  of  trees  in- 
numerable. ■     It     '      .  •    .<  ', 

From  point  Grey  we  proceeded  firft  up  the 
eaftcrn  branch  of  the  found,  where,  about  a 
league  within  its  entrance,  we  paflcd  to  the 
northward  of  an  ifland  which  nearly  terminated 
its  extent,  forming  a  pafTagc  from  ten  to  feven 
fathoms  deep,  not  more  than  a  cable's  length  in 
width.  This  ifland  lying  exactly  acrofs  the 
channel,  appeared  to  form  a  fmiilar  pafTage  to 
the  fouth  of  it,  with  a  fmallcr  ifland  Ivina:  be- 
fore  it.  From  thefe  iflands,  the  channel,  in 
width  about  half  a  mile,  continued  its  diredion 
about  cafl.  Here  we  were  met  by  about  fifty 
Indians,  in  their  canoes,  who  conduced  them- 
fclves  with  the  greatcfl  decorum  and  civility, 
prefenting  us  with  fcvcral  fifli  cooked,  and  un- 
drefled,  of  the  fort  already  mentioned  as  refcm- 
bling  the  fmelt.  Thefc  good  people,  finding  wc 
were  inclined  to  make  fbme  return  for  their  hof- 
pitality,  fhewed  much  underflanding  in  prefer- 
ring iron  to  copper. 
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For  tuc  fake  of  the  company  of  our  new 
friends,  wc  flood  on  under  an  eafy  fail,  which 
encouraged  them  to  attend  us  fome  little  diflancc 
up  the  arm.  The  major  part  of  the  canoes  twice 
paddled  forward,  aflembled  before  us,  and  each 
time  a  conference  was  held.  Our  vifit  and  ap- 
pearance were  moft  likely  the  objcds  of  their 
confultation,  as  our  motions  on  thcfe  occafions 
feemed  to  engage  the  whole  of  their  attention. 
The  fubje<^  matter,  which  remained  a  profound 
fccret  to  us,  did  not  appear  of  an  unfriendly  na- 
ture to  us,  as  they  foon  returned,  and,  if  pof- 
fible,  exprcfled  additional  cordiality  and  refpedl. 
This  fort  of  conduct  always  creates  a  degree  of 
fufpicion,  and  fliould  ever  be  regarded  with  a 
watchful  eye.  In  our  (liort  intercourfe  with  the 
people  of  this  country,  wc  have  generally  found 
thefe  confutations  take  place,  whether  their 
numbers  were  great  or  fmall ;  and  though  I  have 
ever  coniidcred  it  prudent  to  be  cautiouily  at- 
tentive on  fuch  occafions,  they  ought  by  no 
means  to  be  confidered  as  indicating  at  all  times 
a  pofitive  intention  of  concerting  hoftile  mea- 
fures ;  having  witnefled  many  of  thefe  confe- 
rences, without  our  experiencing  afterwards  any 
alteration  in  their  friendly  difpofition.  This  was 
now  the  cafe  with  our  numerous  attendants,  who 
gradually  difperfed  as  we  advanced  from  the  fta- 
tion  where  wc  had  firll  met  them,  and  three  or 
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Jour  canoes  only  accompanied  us  up  a  naviga* 
tion  which,  in  fome  places,  does  not  exceed  aa 
hundred  and  litty  yards  in  width.       '   ''     <•  ■ 

Wc  landed  for  the  night  about  half  a  league 
from  the  head  of  the  inlet,  and  about  three 
leagues  from  its  entrance.  Our  Indian  vifitoft 
remained  with  us  until  by  figns  we  gave  them 
to  underfland  we  were  going  to  reft,  and  after 
receiving  fome  acceptable  articles,  they  retir- 
ed, and  by  means  of  the  fame  language,  pro- 
mii'cd  an  abundant  fupply  of  tilh  the  next  day; 
our  fcine  having  been  tried  in  their  prcfencc 
with  very  little  fucccfs.  A  great  defire  was  ma- 
nifcfled  by  thcfe  people  to  imitate  our  anions, 
efpcciully  in  the  firing  of  a  mufkct,  which  one  of 
them  performed,  though  with  much  fear  and 
trembling.  They  minutely  attended  to  all  our 
tranfadlions,  and  examined  the  color  of  our  fliins 
with  infinite  curiofity.  In  other  refpeds  they 
differed  little  from  the  generality  of  the  natives 
wc  had  feen :  they  poilcHcd  no  European  com- 
modities, or  trinkets,  excepting  fome  rude  orna- 
ments apparently  made  from  Iheet  copper ;  this 
circumftance,  ai  J  the  general  tenor  of  their  be- 
haviour, gave  us  rcafon  to  conclude  that  we  were 
the  firfl  people  from  a  civilized  country  they  had 
yet  feen.  Nor  did  it  appear  that  they  were 
nearly  conned ed,  or  had  much  intercouric  with 

other 


i 


1  '1/  f 


i  , 


h  it* 


r 

\ 

r  ■ 
i 


■  ( 


'■  1 


it 


'y\ 


i  I 


1Q2  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [jUNE, 

other  Indians,  who  traded  with  the  European  or 
American  adventurers.  ' 

The  fliores  in  this  fituatlon  were  formed  by 
fteep  rocky  cHtFs,  that  afforded  no  convenient 
ipace  for  pitching  our  tent,  which  compelled  us 
to  fleep  in  the  boats.  Some  of  the  young  gen- 
tlemen, however,  preferring  the  ftony  beach  for 
their  couch,  without  duly  confidcring  the  line 
of  high  water  mark,  found  themfelves  incom- 
moded by  the  flood  tide,  of  which  they  were 
not  apprized  until  they  were  nearly  afloat ;  and 
one  of  them  flcpt  fo  found,  that  I  believe  he 
might  have  been  conveyed  to  fome  difl:ance,  had 
he  not  becii  awakened  by  his  companions. 

Pcrfe(fdy  fatisfied  with  our  rcfearches  in  this 
branch  of  the  found,  at  four  in  the  morning  of 
Thurfday  the  14th,  we  retraced  our  paflhge  in  ; 
leaving  on  the  northern  fliore,  a  fmall  opening 
extending  to  the  northward,  with  two  little  iflets 
before  it  of  little  importance,  whlllt  we  had  a 
grander  objed:  in  contemplation  ;  and  more  par- 
ticularly fo,  as  this  arm  or  channel  could  not  be 
deemed  navigable  for  fliipping.  The  tide  caufed 
no  ftream  ;  the  colour  of  its  water,  after  we  had 
paflcd  the  ifland  the  day  before,  was  green  and 
perfeclly  clear,  whereas  that  in  the  main  branch 
of  the  found,  extending  nearly  half  over  the 
gulf,  and  accompf\nicd.  by  a  rapid. tide,  was  nearly: 
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colouilefs,  which  gave  us  fomc  rcafon  to  fuppofe 


that  the  northern  branch  of  the  found  migj^it 
poffibly  be  difcovered  to  terminate  in  a  river  of 
confiderable  extent. 

As  we  pafTed  the  fituation  from  whence  the  In- 
dians had  firft  vifited  us  the  preceding  day,  which 
is  a  fmall  border  of  low  marfliy  land  on  the 
northern  lliore,  interfc<fled  by  feverul  creeks  of 
frcfli  water,  we  were  in  expetSation  of  their  com- 
pany, but  were  difappointed,  owing  to  our  tra- 
velling lb  foon  in  the  morning.  Moft  of  their 
canoes  were  hauled  up  into  the  creeks,  and  two 
or  three  only  of  the  natives  were  feen  ftraggling 
about  on  the  beach.  None  of  their  habitations 
could  be  difcovered,  whence  we  concluded  that 
their  vllla<ji;e  was  within  the  forcft.  Two  canoes 
came  off  as  we  pafled  the  illand,  but  our  boats 
being  under  fall,  with  a  frefli  favorable  breeze,  I 
was  not  inclined  to  halt,  and  they  almoft  imme- 
diately returned. 

The  fliores  of  this  channel,  which,  after  Sir 
Harry  Burrard  of  the  navy,  I  have  diftlnguifhed 
by  the  name  of  Blthrakd's  Ciiannel,  may  be 
confidered,  on  the  fouthcrn  fide,  of  a  moderate 
height,  and  though  rocky,  well  covered  with 
trees  of  large  growth,  principally  of  the  pine 
tribe.  On  the  northern  fide,  the  rugged  liiovvy 
barrier,  whofe  bafe  we  had  now  nearly  approach- 
ed, rofe  very  abruptly,   and   was  only  protcded 
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from  the  wafh  of  the  fea  by  a  very  narrow  bor- 
dg:  of  low  land.  By  feven  o'clock  we  had 
reached  the  N.  W.  point  of  the  channel,  which 
forms  alfo  the  fouth  point  of  the  main  branch 
of  the  found :  this  alfo,  after  another  particular 
friend,  I  called  Point  Atkinson,  fituated  north 
from  point  Grey,  about  a  league  diftant.  Here 
the  oppofitc  point  of  the  entrance  into  the  found 
bore  by  compafs  weft,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
three  miles ;  and  nearly  in  the  centre  between 
thcfe  two  points,  is  a  low  rocky  ifland  producing 
fome  trees,  to  which  the  name  of  Passage 
Island  was  given.  We  paiTed  in  an  uninter- 
rupted channel  to  the  caft  of  it,  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  equally  good  one  on  the  other 
fide. 

Quitting  point  Atkinfon,  and  proceeding  up 
the  found,  we  paflcd  on  the  weftcrn  (hore  fome 
detached  rocks,  with  fome  funken  ones  amongft 
them,  that  extend  about  two  miles,  but  are  not 
fo  far  from  the  fliore  as  to  impede  the  navigation 
of  the  found ;  up  which  we  made  a  rapid  pro- 
grefs,  by  the  afliftancc  of  a  frefli  foutherly  gale, 
attended  with  dark  gloomy  weather,  tha'  greatly 
added  to  the  dreary  profpeft  of  the  furrounding 
country.  The  low  fertile  fliores  we  had  been 
accuftomcd  to  fee,  though  lately  with  fome  in- 
terruption, here  no  longer  exifted ;  their  place 
was  now  occupied  by  the  bafc  of  the  ftupendous 
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fnowy  barrier,  thinly   wooded,  and  rifing  from 
the  Tea  abruptly  to  the  clouds ;  from  whofc  frigid 
fummlt,  the  diflblving  fnow  in  foaming  torrents 
rulhcd  down  the  fides  and  chafms  of  its  rugged 
furface,  exhibiting  altogether  a  fublime,  though 
gloomy  fpcdacle,  which  animated  nature  feemed 
to  have  dcfcrted.     Not  a  bird,   nor  living  crea- 
ture was  to  be  fcen,  and  the  roaring  of  the  fall- 
ing catarads  in   every  diredion  precluded  their 
being  heard,  had  any  been  in  our  neighbourhood. 
Towards  noon  I  confidercd  that  we  had  ad- 
vanced fomc  miles  within  the  weflern  boundary 
of  the  fnowy  barrier,  as  fome  of  its  rugged  lofty 
mountains  were  now  behind,  and  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  us.     This  filled  my  mind  with  the  pleaf- 
ing  hopes  of  finding  our  way  to  its  caftcrn  fide. 
The  fun  Ihini.'ig  at  this  time  for  a  few  minutes 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  afcertaining  the  lati- 
tude of  the  eail  point  of  an  ifland  which,  from 
the  fhape  of  the  mountain  that  compofes  it,  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Anvil  Island,  to  be  49*^ 
v30^  its  longitude  237°  3'.     We  pafTed  an  ifland 
the  forenoon  of  Friday  the    15th,  lying  on  the 
caflern  fhore,  oppofite  to  an  opening  on  the  wef- 
tern,  which  evidently  led  into  the  gulf  nearly  in 
a  S.  W.  diredion,  through  a  numerous  afl'em- 
blage  of  rocky  illands  and  rocks,  as  alfo  another 
opening  to   the  weftward  of  this  ifland,    that 
fecincd  to  take  a  fimilar  diredion.      Between 
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Anvil  ifland  and  the  north  point  orthcfiid  open- 
ing, which  lies  from  hence  S.  by  W.  five  miles 
dillancc,  arc  three  white  rocky  illets,  lylrii.!;  uhout 
a  mile  iVom  the  wellern  fhorc.  The  widih  (>i 
this  branch  of  the  found  is  about  a  league  ;  but 
northward  from  Anvil  illand  it  fof)n  narrows  to 
half  that  breadth,  taking  a  diredion  to  tiic  N. 
N.  E.  as  far  as  latitude  -Jq"  30',  longitu<le  2.:/*^  (/, 
where  all  our  expectations  vaniflicd,  in  finding 
it  to  terminate  in  a  round  baft)n,  eni^cnnaflcd 
on  every  fide  by  the  dreary  country  already  de- 
fcribed.  At  its  head,  and  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  eaftcrn  lliorc,  a  narrow  margin  of  low  land 
runs  from  the  loot  of  the  barrier  mountains  to 
the  water-fidc,  which  produced  a  few  dwarf  pine 
trees,  with  fome  little  variety  of  underwood. 
The  water  of  the  found  was  here  nearly  frefli, 
and  in  color  a  few  ihades  darker  than  milk  ; 
this  I  attributed  to  the  melting  of  the  fnovv,  and 
its  water  pafling  rapidly  over  a  chalky  fur  face, 
which  appeared  probable  by  the  white  afpcc^t  of 
fomc  of  the  chafms  that  fccmed  formerly  to  have 
been  the  courfe  of  water- falls,  but  were  now  be- 
come dry. 

The  gap  we  had  entered  in  the  fnowy  barrier 
fecmed  of  little  importance,  as  through  the  val- 
lies,  caufed  by  the  irregularity  of  the  mountain's 
tops,  other  mountains  more  dilbmt,  and  appa- 
rently more  elevated,  were  ieen  rearing  tlicir 
.  •     ■  lofty 
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lofty  heads  in  various  dircdioiis.  In  tlii'^j  dreary 
and  comlbrtlcfs  region,  it  was  no  inconlidcraVjlc 
piece  of  L':ood  fortune  to  find  a  little  cove  in  whicli 
wc  could  take  Ihcltcr,  and  a  fmall  I'pot  of  level 
land  on  which  wc  could  cred  our  tent ;  as  wc 
had  Icarcely  finiflied  our  examination  vslicn  the 
vvintl  hccamc  cxceilively  boillerous  i'vom  the. 
fouthward,  attended  with  heavy  fqualls  and  tor- 
rents of  rain,  which  contiiuiin^i;  until  noon  the 
following:;  day,  Friday  the  15th,  occalioned  a  very 
unplcafant  detention.  But  for  this  circun^.ilancc 
we  miidit  too  hallily  have  concluded  that  this 
part  of  tlic  gulf  was  uninliabited.  In  the  niorn- 
ini^  we  Vvcre  vilitcd  by  near  forty  of  the  natives, 
on  whole  appro .ich,  from  the  very  material  al- 
teration that  had  now  taken  place  in  the  face  of 
th.e  country,  we  expecHed  to  iind  fome  uifierencc 
in  their  general  cliaraeler.  'i'his  conjeClure  was 
however  prcpjature,  as  they  varied  in  no  rcfpedl 
whatever,  l;i;t  in  poffefiiug  a  more  anient  defirc 
for  commercial  tranla(5tiuns ;  into  the  fpirit  of 
which  they  entered  with  infinitely  more  aviditv 
than  a!iy  of  our  lormer  acquaintances,  not  only 
in  barterina;  amoiiiill  themfehes  the  dittcrent 
valuables  the^'  h;ul  obtained  froni  us,  but  v.  hen 
that  trad;-  became  Hack,  in  exc';an!i,!n':r  tliofe  ar- 
ticies  again  with  our  people  ;  in  which  trafiiv"; 
they  always  took    care  to  train   fome  advantage, 


ana   wou 


Id 


ire 


Cjuently 


•  K 


o 


exult  on    the    occaiion. 


>Oiii-: 


i 


v\ 


r^-t 


4 . '  '■ 


i 


^ 


198  A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY.  [jUNE, 

Some  fifli,  their  garments,  fpcars,  bows  and  ar- 
rows, to  which  thcfe  peonlc  wifely  added  their 
copper  ornaments,  comprized  their  general  ilock 
in  trade.  Iron,  in  all  its  forms,  they  judicioufly 
preferred  to  any  other  article  we  had  to  offer. 

The  weather  permitting  us  to  proceed,  we 
direded  our  route  along  the  continental  or  wef- 
tcrn  fliore  of  the  found,  paiTuig  within  two  fmall 
iflands  and  the  main  land,  into  the  opening  be- 
fore mentioned,  flretching  to  the  wcflward  from 
Anvil  ifland.  At  the  diftance  of  an  hundred 
yards  from  the  ihore,  the  bottom  could  not  he 
reached  with  60  fathoms  of  line,  nor  had  we 
been  able  to  gain  foundings  in  many  places  fmcc 
we  had  quitted  point  Atkinfon  with  80  and  lOO 
fathoms,  though  it  was  frequently  attempted ; 
excepting  in  the  bafon  at  the  head  of  the  found, 
where  the  depth  fuddenly  decreafed  from  fixty 
fathoms  to  two.  We  had  advanced  a  (hort  dif- 
tance  only  in  this  branch,  before  the  colour  of 
the  water  changed  from  being  nearly  milk  white, 
and  almoft  frefli,  to  that  of  oceanic  and  perfedly 
fait.  By  fun-fet  we  had  paffed  the  channel 
which  had  been  obfervcd  to  lead  into  the  gulf, 
to  the  fouthward  of  Anvil  ifland  ;  and  about  nine 
o'clock  landed  for  the  night,  near  the  well:  point 
of  entrance  into  the  found,  which  I  diftinguiflicd 
by  the  name  of  Howe's  Sound,  in  honor  of 
Admiral  Earl  Howe ;  and  this  point,  fituated  in 

latitude 
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latitude  40"  23',  longitude  230''  51',  Point 
Gower;  between  which  and  point  Atkinfon, 
up  to  Anvil  ifland,  is  ancxtcnfive  group  of'iflands 
of  various  fizcs.  The  (hores  of  thefc,  like  the 
adjacent  coaft,  are  compofed  principally  of  rocks 
riling  perpendicularly  from  an  unfathomable  fca ; 
they  arc  tolerably  well  covered  with  trees,  chiefly 
of  the  pine  tribe,  though  few  arc  of  a  luxuriant 
growth. 

At  four  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning  the  lOth, 
we  refumed  our  courfe  to  the  northwcftward, 
along  the  ftarboard  or  continental  ftiorc  of  the 
gulf  of  Georgia,  which  from  point  Gower  takes 
It  dircdion  about  W.  N.  W.  and  affords  a  niore 
plcafing  appearance  than  the  fliores  of  Howe's 
found.  This  part  of  the  coaft  is  of  a  moderate 
height  for  fome  dillance  inland,  and  it  frequently 
jets  out  into  low  fandy  proje<fting  points.  The 
country  in  general  produces  forcll  trees  in  great 
abundance,  of  fome  variety  and  magnitude ;  the 
pine  is  the  moft  common,  and  the  woods  are 
little  encumbered  with  bufhes  or  trees  of  inferior 
growth.  We  continued  in  this  line  about  five 
leagues  along  the  coaft,  paffmg  fome  rocks  and 
rocky  illets,  until  wc  arrived  at  the  north  point 
of  an  illand  about  two  leagues  in  circuit,  with 
another  about  half  that  fize  to  the  wcih\  ard  of 
it,  and  a  fmaller  ifland  between  them.  From 
the  north  point  of  this  ifland,  which  forms  a 
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channel  vvith  the  main  about  half  a  mile  wide, 
and  is  fituatcd  in  latitude  4<j"  -8I^  longitude 
23t'f  31',  the  coall  of  the  continent  takes  a  di- 
rcdion  for  about  ci'2;ht  miles  N.  3o  W.  and  is 
compored  of  a  rugged  rocky  fhorc,  with  many 
detached  rock  5  lying  at  a  little  diltancc.  The 
track  we  thus  purfued  had  not  the  appearance  of 
the  main  branch  of  the  gulf,  but  of  a  channel 
between  the  continent  and  that  land,  which, 
from  point  Roberts,  feemcd  like  a  fmall  though 
very  high  round  illand.  This  now  appeared  of 
confiderable  extent,  its  N.  E.  fide  formed  a  chan- 
nel to  the  N.  W.  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach, 
about  five  miles  in  width.  The  main  branch 
of  the  gulf,  apparently  of  infmitely  greater  ex- 
tent, took  a  dircc^lion  to  the  fouth-wefiward  of 
this  land,  which  now  looked  more  like  a  pcnin- 
fula  than  an  iiland.  Alonz  this  rockv  Ihorc  of 
the  main  land  wc  palled  in  queft  of  a  rcfting 
place  for  the  night,  to  no  ettec^l,  until  after  dark; 
when  we  found  fnelter  in  a  very  dreary  uncom- 
fortable cove  near  the  f(juth  point  ot  an  ifland, 
about  a  mile  long,  and  about  two  miles  to  the 
S.  S.  E.  of  a  narrow  opening  leading  to  the 
northward.  This  on  the  return  of  day-light  ou 
Sunday  the  1  7th,  we  proceeded  to  exiunine  ;  and 
paiied  through  a  very  narrow,  though  navigable 
channel,  amongll  a  duller  of  rocks  and  rocky 
iflets,    lying  jull   in   the   front  of  its  entrance, 

.     -  which 
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which  is  Tituiitcd  in  latitude  lif  ^TtW  longitude 
L'3(J"  2(3^  It  is  about  halt*  a  mile  wide,  winding 
towards  the  N.  N.  E.  for  ahniit  three  leagues, 
where  it  divides  into  two  branches,  one  ftretch- 
ing  to  the  eallvs  ard,.  tlie  other  to  tlic  weft  ward  of 
north,  witli  an  iiland  before  the  entrance  <jf  the 
latter.  Agreeably  to  our  general  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, the  north-eallerly  branch  became  the 
firll  objc(5t  of  our  attention,  and  was  found  from 
hence  to  contimic  in  an  iircj^ular  courfc  to  the 
latitude  c,(  -iff  -hj',  lonL';ltudc  2'M)'  Sr.f  ;  where, 
findinp;  a  tolerab]  v  comfurlable  fituation,  we  relied 
ior  the  uiglit. 

We  had  fccn  about  feventccn  Indians  in  our 
travels  this  day,  who  were  much  rr.irc  painted 
than  any  wc  had  hitherto  met  with.  Some  of 
their  arrows  were  pointed  with  (late,  the  firft  I 
had  fecn  ib  armed  on  my  prc(cnt  viiit  to  this 
coad  ;  theie  they  ap]>cared  to  efteem  very  highly, 
and  like  the  inhabitants  ofNootka,  took  much 
pains  to  guard  them  from  injury.  They  however 
fpokc  not  the  Nootka  language,  nor  the  dialed: 
of  any  Indians  we  had  converfed  with;  at  leaft, 
the  few  words  we  had  acquired  were  repeated  to 
them  without  ctt'cti  ;•  in  iheir  pcrfons  tliey  dif- 
fered in  no  other  rcfpec^t,  and  were  equally  civil 
and  inoffenfivc  in  their  behaviour.  The  fliorcs 
we  palled  th/is  day  are  of  a  moderate  height  within 
a  few  miles  of  this  ftatiouj  and  are  principally 
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compofed  of  craggy  rocks,  in  the  chafms  of  which 
a  foil  of  decayed  vegetables  has  been  formed  by 
the  hand  of  time  ;  from  which  pine  trees  of  an 
inferior  dwarf  growth  arc  produced,  with  a  con- 
ilderablc  quantity  of  bullies  and  underwood.  We 
paiTcd  a  few  rocky  iflets  near  the  divifion  of  the 
inlet  Thefe  feemcd  ftecp,  as  foundings  with 
the  hand  line  could  not  be  gained  ;  nor  had  we 
any  where  in  mid- channel  been  able  to  reach  the 
bottom  Vv-ith  100  fathoms  of  line,  although  the 
fhorcs  are  not  a  mile  afunder. 

The  next  morning,  Monday  the  18th,  as  ufual, 
at  four  o'clock,  we  proceeded  up  the  inlet  about 
three  miles  in  a  N.  N.  W.  diredion,  whence  its 
width  increafes  about  half  a  league  in  a  direftion 
nearly  N.  E.  to  a  point  which  towards  noon  wc 
reached,  and  afcertained  its  latitude  to  be  5o"  T, 
longitude  230*'  46\  The  width  of  this  channel 
flill  continuing,  again  flattered  us  with  difcovcr- 
ing  a  breach  in  the  eaftern  range  of  fnowy  moun- 
tains, notwithftanding  the  difappointment  wc 
had  met  with  in  Howe's  found ;  and  although 
fmce  our  arrival  in  the  gulf  of  Georgia,  it  had 
proved  an  impenetrable  barrier  to  that  inland  na- 
vigation, of  which  we  had  heard  fo  much,  and 
had  fought  with  fanguine  hopes  and  ardent  ex- 
ertions hitherto  in  vain,  to  difcover. 

By  the  progrcfs  we  had  this  morning  made, 
which  comprehended  about  fix  leagues, we  feemcd 

to 
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to  have  penetrated  confiderably  into  this  formi- 
dable obftaclc  ;  and  as  the  more  lofty  mountains 
v-ere  now  behind  us,  and  no  very  diftant  ones 
were  fecn  beyond  the  vallics  caufcd  by  the  de- 
preilcd  parts  of  the  fnowy  barrier  in  the  northern 
quarters,  we  had  great  rcafon  to  believe  we  had 
pafled  the  centre  of  this  impediment  to  our 
w  ifhes,  and  I  was  induced  to  hope  wc  fliould  yet 
find  this  inlet  winding  beyond  the  mountains,  by 
the  channel  through  which  we  had  thus  advan- 
ced upwards  of  1 1  leagues,  though  for  the  molt 
part  it  was  not  more  than  half  a  mile  wide.  Un- 
der thefc  circumilanccs,  our  reduced  flock  of 
provifions  was  a  matter  of  feiious  concern,  fear- 
ing we  might  be  obliged  to  abandon  this  purfuit 
without  determining  the  fourcc  of  this  branch  of 
the  fca,  having  now  been  abfcnt  {ix.  days  with 
fubfidencc  for  a  week  only,  which  would  confe- 
qucntly  very  materially  retard  our  furvey,  by  ren- 
dering a  fccond  vifit  to  this  inlet  indifpenfibly  ne- 
cefiary.  The  furrounding  country  prcfcntcd  an 
equally  dreary  afpc(5t  with  that  in  the  vicinage  of 
Howe's  found  ;  and  the  ferenity  ol  the  weather 
not  adding  at  prefent  to  the  natural  gloominefs 
of  the  profpCL^,  was  counterbalanced  by  the  rug- 
i!;cd  furface  of  the  mountains  beiiis;  infiiiitelv  lefs 
produdlve.  A  few  detached  dwarf  pine  trees, 
with  Ibme  berry,  and  other  fmal!  bufhes,  were 
the  onlv  fu'-ns  of  vegetation.     The  cataracts  here 
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rufticd  from  the  rugged  fnovvy  mountains  in 
greater  number,  and  v/ith  more  impetuofity  than 
in  Howe's  ibund  ;  yet  the  colour  of  the  water 
was  not  changed,  though  in  fbme  of  the  gulhes 
tliere  was  the  fame  chalky  afped:.  Plencc  it  is 
probable,  that  the  white  appearance  of  the  water 
in  Howe's  found,  may  arife  from  a  caufe  more 
remote,  and  which  we  had  no  opportunity  of 
'difcovcrina;. 

Having  dined,  we  purfued  our  examination. 
The  inlet  nov/  took  a  N.  W.  by  W.  diredion, 
without  any  contradlon  in  its  width,  until  about 
iive  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  all  our  hopes 
vanillied,  by  finding  it  terminate,  as  others  had 
done,  infwampylow  land  producing  a  few  ma- 
ples and  pines,  in  latitude  50°  0^,  longitude  2;U)" 
3o\  Through  a  fmall  fpace  of  low  land,  which 
extended  from  the  head  of  tlie  inlet  to  the  bafe 
of  the  mountains  that  furrounded  us,  flowed  three 
fmall  ftreams  of  frefh  water,  apparently  originat- 
ing!: from  one  fourcc  in  tiic  N.  W.  or  left  hand 
corner  of  the  bay,  f  >rmcd  by  the  head  c;f  this 
inlet ;  in  wliich  | oint  of  view  was  Icen  an  exten- 
sive valley,  tljat  took  nearly  a  northerly  uninter- 
rupted direction  as  far  eis  ue  could  percei\e,  and 
was  by  fir  the  deepefr  clijifm  we  had  beheld  in 
the  defcending  ridge  of  the  fnowy  barrier,  with- 
out the  appearance  of  any  elevated  land  rifnig 
behind.     Tliis  a  alley  much  excited  my  ci;ri  nitv 

to 
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to  alcertaln  what  was  beyond  it.     But  as  the 
llrcams  of  frcfli  water  were  not  navigable,  though 
the  tide  had  rlfen  up  to  the  habitations  of  fix  or 
Icvcn  Indians,  any  further  examination  of  it  in 
our  boats  was  impradicable,  and  we  had  no  Icl- 
lure  for  excuiiions  on  lliore.     From  the  civil  na- 
tives who  differed  not  in  any  rcfpcct  from  thoic. 
we  had  helijre   occafionally  fecn,   we  procured  a 
few   moft  excellent  iifh,  for   which  they    were 
compenfatcd  principally  In  iron,  being  the  com- 
modity they  moil  eileemed  and  fought  after.      la 
all  thefe  arms  of  the  fea  we   had  constantly  ob- 
ferved,   e\  en  to  their  utmoll  extremity,  a  vifiblc, 
and  fomctimes  a  material  rife  and  fall  of  the  tide, 
without  experiencing  any  other  current  than  a 
conftant  drain  down  to   feaward,  excepting  jnii 
in  the  neli:;hbourhood  of  tlie  -.luif.  ^ 

On  our  approach  to  the  low  land,  we  gained 
foundings  at  70  fathoms,  which  Unm  dccreafed 
as  we  advanced,  to  3(),  1-1,  au'l  3  iatlioms,  01:  a 
bank  that  iiretches  acrof;  tiie  head  of  tlie  inlet, 
fmiilar  to  all  the  others  v\e  bad  before  examined. 
So  far  as  thefe  lbundlna;s  extended,  vvlilch  did 
not  exceed  half  a  league,  the  colour  of  the  v.ater 
was  a  little  affcCled,  probably  by  the  difchargc 
of  the  frelh  water  rivule!:s,  that  generally  aifumed 
a  very  light  colour.  Beyond  thele  ibundings  the 
water  again  acquired  its  oceanic  colour,  and  its 
depth  was  unfathomable. 
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Not  a  little  mortified  that  our  progrcfs  fliould 
be  fo  foon  flopped,  it  became  highly  expedient  to 
dircd:  our  wuy  towards  the  lliips,  to  whole  fta- 
tion,  by  the  ncarcft  route  we  could  take,  it  was 
at  lead  114  miles.     This  was  now  to  be  per- 
formed,   after  the  time  was  nearly   expired  for 
"which  our  fupply  of  provifions  had  been  calcu- 
lated.   Neceffity  direded  that  no  time  fliould  be 
loft ;  efpecially  as  I  was  determined  to  feck  a  paf- 
fage  into  the  gult  by  the  branch  of  the  inlet  that 
we  had  pafTed  the  preceding  day,  leading  to  the 
N.  W.  conceiving  there  was  a  great  probability 
that  this  branch  might  lead  into  the  gulf  at  fomc 
diftance  beyond  where  we  had  entered  this  inlet ; 
in  which  courfe  we  fliould  have  an  opportunity 
of  fixing  the  boundaries  of  the  continent  to  the 
utmoil:  extent  that  our  prcfent  equipment  would 
afford.     For  as  our  people  had  become  wife  by 
experience,  I  entertained  little  doubt  of  their  hav- 
ii.*e:  fo  hufbanded  their  provifions  as  to  enable  our 
cffedling  this  fervicc  ;  by  which  means  any  other 
excurfion   this   way  would  be  rendered  unneccf- 
fary. 

About  two  leas!;ucs  from  the  head  of  the  inlet 
we  had  obferved,  as  we  pafTed  upwards  on  the 
northern  fliore,  a  fmall  creek  with  fome  rocky 
iflets  before  it,  where  I  intended  to  take  up  our 
abode  for  the  nia;ht.  On  our  return,  it  was  found 
to  be  a  fall  of  fait  water,  juft  deep  enough  to  ad- 
mit 
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mit  uur  boats  againft  a  very  rapid  ftream,  where 
at  low  tide  they  would  have  grounded  fome  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  inlet.  From 
the  rapidity  of  the  ftream,  and  the  quantity  of 
water  it  difchargcd,  it  was  reafonable  to  fuppofc, 
by  its  taking  a  winding  diredion  up  a  valley  to 
the  N.  E.  that  its  fource  was  at  fome  diftancc. 
This  not  anfwering  our  purpofe  as  a  refting 
place,  obliged  us  to  continue  our  fearch  along  the 
fhorc  for  one  Icfs  incommodious,  which  the  per- 
pendicular precipices  precluded  our  finding  until 
near  eleven  at  night,  when  we  difembarked  on 
the  only  low  projcdlng  point  the  inlet  afforded. 

At  four,  on  the  morning  of  Tuefday  the  igth, 
we  again  ftartcd,  but  having  a  llrong  Ibutherly 
gale  agalnft  us,  it  was  paft  nine  at  night  before 
we  reached  a  fmall  bay,  about  a  mile  to  the  north 
of  the  north  point  of  the  arm  leading  to  the 
north-wcftward,  where  wc  relied  for  the  night ; 
and,  at  day-light,  proceeded,  as  ulual,  along  the 
continental  fliorc. 

This  firft  ftrctchcd  a  little  way  to  the  north~ 
weftward,  and  then  to  the  S.  W.  into  the  gulf, 
as  I  had  imagined  it  would  ;  forming,  irregularly, 
a  much  more  fpacious  channel  than  that  by 
which  we  had  entered,  havlni^  an  ifland  Ivlnir  be- 
tween  the  two  channels  about  three  leagues  in 
length,  with  feveral  fmall  iflcts  about  it.  This 
ifland,  and  its  adjacent  fliores,  like  thofe  in  the 
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Other  channel,  are  of  a  moderate  height,  and 
wear  a  fimihir  apjjearancc.  It  was  nearly  noon 
before  we  reached  the  north  point  of  the  inlet ; 
which,  producing  the  lirit  Scotch  firs  we  had  yet 
feen,  obtained  the  name  of  Scotcii-I'^ik  Point, 
and  is  fituatcd  in  latitude  -Kj^ -12^  longitude 
23(3^  1  7'.  To  this  arm  of  the  fea,  I  gave  the 
name  of  Jervis's  Channel,  in  honour  of  Ad- 
miral Sir  John  Jcrvis.    __■[  ,,         . 

The  boundary  of  the  continental  Ihore  I  now 
confidered  as  determined  to  this  point,  from  a  full 
convidion  that  the  inlet  under  the  examination 
of  Mr.  Whidbey,  would  terminate  like  thofe  wc 
had  vifited.  Prefuming  our  time  to  have  been 
not  ill  fpent,  wc  directed  our  courfe  to  the  lla- 
tion  where  we  had  left  the  lliip.s  now  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  84  miles,  lleering  for  the  oppoiite  Ihore, 
being  the  land  before  adverted  to,  as  appearing 
to  form  an  extenfive  ifland,  or  peninfula ;  the 
nearelt  part  of  which  was  about  live  miles  acrofs 
from  Scotch-fir  point;  and  v,  ith  the  continental 
lliore  lliil  formed  a  parage,  to  all  appearance,  of 
the  fame  width,  in  a  direction  N.  Ou  W.,  with 
an  uninterrupted  hori/;on  in  that  point  oi  view; 
fo  tluit,  whether  it  was  an  iiland  or  peninfula, 
remained  Itillto  be  determined. 

The  ihores  of  this  land,  nearly  llraight  and 
compa'^-,  are  principally  iormed  cf  roeky  fub- 
luiuces  of  dirlcrent  forts;  amongll  which,  iiv.ic 
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wa<<  in  abundance ;  and  the  trees  It  produced 
were  of  infinitely  more  luxuriant  growth  than 
thofe  on  the  oppofitc  (liore.  In  the  forenoon  of 
Thurfday  tiie  2 111,  we  paifed  the  fouth  point  of 
this  land,  and  in  remembrance  of  an  early  friend- 
Ihip,  I  called  it  I'oiNT  Upwood,  fituated  in  la- 
titude-10°  28  i',  lonptude  230  24^  This  land, 
thoui»h  chiefly  compofcd  of  one  lofry  mountain, 
vifiblc  at  the  diihmco  ol'2u  leagues  and  upwards, 
is  very  narrow,  appc:iring  to  form,  with  thewef- 
tern  tliore  of  the  iiulf,  a  channel  nearly  parallel 
to  that  which  we  had  laft  quitted  ;  though  con- 
iiJerably  more  cctenfive,  and  C(Kitaining  fome 
fmall  illands.  Its  horizon  was  bounded  by  the 
fummits  ot  high  diltant  detached  mountains. 

As  we  were  rowing,  on  the  morning  of  Fri- 
day the  22d,  for  point  Grey,  purpofmg  there  to 
land  and  break  fait,  we  difcovcrcd  two  vclTels  at 
anchor  under  the  land.  The  idea  which  firft  oc- 
curred was,  tliat,  in  confequence  of  our  pro- 
trailed  abfcncc,  though  I  had  left  no  orders  to 
this  eflc6l,  the  vciTels  had  fo  far  advanced  in  or- 
der to  meet  us  ;  but  on  a  n  arer  approach,  it  was 
difcovcrcd,  that  they  were  a  brig  and  a  fchooner, 
wearing  the  colours  of  Spanifli  vclfcls  of  war, 
which  I  conceived  were  moft  probably  employed 
in  purfuits  fnnilar  to  our  own  ;  and  this  on  my 
arrival  on  board,  was  confirmed.  Thefe  vcfiels 
proved  to  be  a  detachment  from  the  commiffion 
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Sen'^  Malafpina,  who  was  himfelf  employed  iu 
the  Phillippinc  iflands ;  Sen'  Mulafplna  had,  the 
preceding  year,  vlfitcd  the  coaft ;  and  thcfe  vef- 
fels,  his  Cathohc  Majcfty's  brig  the  Sutil,  under 
the  command  ot'  Sen'  Don  D.  Galiiino,  with  the 
fchooncr  Mcxicana,  commanded  by  Son'  Don 
C.  Valdcs,  both  captains  ot*  frigates  in  the  Spa- 
nidi  navy,  had  fliiled  from  Acapulco  on  the  8th 
of  March,  in  order  to  profccute   difcovcrics  on 
tliis  coafl.      Sen"^  Galiano,  who   fpoke  a  Httle 
E.ngUIli,  informed  me,  that  they  had  arrived  at 
Nootka  on  the  1 1th  of  April,  from  whence  they 
had  failed  on  the  .0th  of  this  month,  in  order  to 
complete  the  examination  of  this  inlet,  which 
had,  in  the  preceding  year,  been  partly  furvcycd 
by  fome  Spanifli  officers  whofe  chart  tljcy  pro- 
duced. '•  ■      ' 
•  I   cannot  avoid  acknowledging  that,  on  this 
occafion,  I  experienced  no  fmall  degree  of  mor- 
tification in  finding  the  cxtcrujal  Ihores  of  the 
gulf  had  been  vifited,  and  already  examined  a  few 
miles  beyond  where  my  rcfearches;  during  the  ex- 
curfion,  had  extended ;  making  the  land,  I  had 
been   in    doubt  about,    an   illand ;    continuing 
nearly  in  the  fame  dire(n:ion,  about  four  leagues 
further  than  had  been  feen  by  us ;  and,  by  the 
Spaniards,  named  Favida.  The  channel,  between 
it  and  the  main,  they  had  called  Canal  del  Neuf- 
tra  Signora  del  Rofario,  whofe  wellern  point  had 
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terminated  their  examination  ;  which  feemed  tp 
haveheen  entirely  confined  to  the  exterior  ihores, 
as  the  extenfivc"  arms,  and  inlets,  which  h?  oc- 
cupied fo  much  ot'  our  time,  had  not  claimed  the 
Icaft  ol' their  attention. 

The  Spanifli  velTci.-;,  that  had  been  thus  cm- 
ployed  lad  year,  had  refitted  in  the  identical  part 
of  port  Difbovery,  which  ai^orded  us  fimilar  ac- 
commodation. From  thcfe  gentlemen,  I  like- 
wife  underlie  od,  that  Sen'  Quadra,  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  Spanlih  marine  at  S  •  Bla$ 
and  at  California,  was,  with  three  frigates  and  a 
brig,  waiting  my  arrival  at  Nootka,  in  order  to 
negotiate  the  reftoration  of  thofe  territories  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain.  Their  condu<5l  was  re- 
plete with  that  politencfs  and  friendfliip  whicl\ 
charaderizes  the  Spanilh  nation ;  every  kind  of 
ufefui  information  they  cheerfully  communi- 
cated, and  obligingly  exprcfled  much  defire,  that 
circumftances  might  fo  concur  as  to  admit  our 
refpedive  labours  being  carried  on  together ;  fox 
which  purpofe,  or,  if  from  6ur  long  abfence  anct 
fatigue  in  an  open  boat,  I  would  wifh  to  remaiEV 
with  my  party  as  their  guell,  they  would  im- 
mediately difpatch  a  boat  with  fuch  diredions  as 
I  might  deem  necellary  for  the  conduct  of  the 
Ihips,  or,  in  the  event  of  a  favorable  breeze 
fpringing  up,  they  would  weigli  and  iail  directly 
to  their  ilation;  but  being  intent  on  lofmg  no 
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timci  I  declined  their  obliging  offers,  and  having 
pai  taken  with  them  a  very  hearty  breaktafl:,  bad 
them  farewell,  not  Icfs  plcafed  with  their  hofpi- 
tality  and  attention,  than  aftonifhed  at  the  vcf- 
fels  in  which  they  were  employed  to  execute  a 
fervice  of  fuch  a  nature.  They  were  each  about 
forty- five  tons  burthen,  mounted  two  brafs  guns, 
and  were  navigated  by  twenty-four  men,  bear- 
ing one  lieutenant,  without  a  fingle  inferior  offi- 
cer. Their  apartments  juft  allowed  room  for 
fleeping  places  on  each  fide,  with  a  table  in  the 
intermediate  fpace,  at  which  four  perfons,  wi'-h 
fome  difficulty,  could  fit,  and  were,  in  all  othei 
refpects,  the  moft  ill  calculated  and  unfit  veficls 
that  could  poffibly  be  imagined  for  fuch  an  ex- 
pedition ;  notwithftanding  this,  it  was  pleafant 
to  obferve,  in  point  of  living,  they  pofieiTed  many 
more  comforts  than  could  reafonabiy  have  been 
expected.  I  fliewed  them  the  Iketch  1  had  made 
of  our  excurfion,  and  pointed  out  the  only  fpot 
which  I  conceived  we  had  left  unexamined,  near- 
ly at  the  head  of  Burrard's  channel:  they  feemed 
much  furprized  that  we  had  not  found  a  river 
faid  to  exift  in  the  region  wc  had  been  exploring, 
and  named  by  one  of  their  officers  Rio  Blancho, 
in  compliment  to  the  then  prime  minifter  of 
Spain  ;  which  river  thcfe  gentlemen  had  fought 
for  thus  far  to  no  purpofe.  They  took  fuch  notes 
as  they  chofc  from  rny  fketch,  and  promifed  to 
.--^t  .  '_    I  examine 
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examine  the  fmall  opening  in  Burrard's  channel, 
which,  with  every  other  information  they  could 
procure,  fliould  be  at  my  fervicc  on  our  next 
meeting.      '  ,  ■ 

From  thefe  new  and  unexpedled  friends  wc 
diredcd  our  courfe  along  the  Ihoal  already  no- 
ticed,   which  I  now  called  Stuugkon  Bank, 
in  confequence  of  our  having  purchafed  of  the 
natives  fome  excellent  fifh  of  that  kind,  weighing 
from  fourteen  to  tv\'o  hundred  pounds  each.     I'o 
avoid  this  bank,  which  ilretches  from  point  Ro- 
berts to  point  Grey,  a  moft   excellent   leading 
mark  was  obfcrved  along  its  wcftern  extremity, 
being  Pafllige  and  Anvil  iflands  in  one,  which  lead 
by  its  edge  in  fix  fathoms  water,  deepening  fud- 
denly  to  the  wellward,  and  in  many  places  to  the 
caflvvard,  flioaling  as  fuddenly  to  three,  two,. and 
one  fathom.  The  circle  which  this  bank  occafion- 
ed  us  to  make,  made  the  diftance  to  point  Roberts 
upwards  of  30  miles.     We  were  likewlfe  unfor- 
tunate   in    having   two    flood  tides   agalnft,  us. 
Thele,  together  with  a  light  foutherly  breeze  that 
prevailed  the  whole  time,  obliged  us  to  be  con- 
llantly  rowing  from  nine  in  the  forenoon  until 
after  midnight,  before  we  could  reach  the  point, 
which  was  at  length  effedcd  ;  though  not  before 
we  wxre  nearly  exhaufted  by  fatigue.     Here  we 
flept,  and  in  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  23d, 
•    :  ,  Pa  aeainft 
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igainil  a  ilrong  caftcrly  breeze,  ahout  ten  in  the 
forenoon  wc  reached  the  fliips,  alter  having  tra- 
Vcrfed  in  our  boats  upwards  of  330  mi'cs. 

The  broken  part  of  the  coail  that  Mr.  Whid- 
bcy  had  been  employed  in  exarrining,  was  found 
to  extend   but  a  lew  miles  to   the  northward  of 
the  fpot  where  his  former  refearches  had  ended; 
forming  altogether  an   extcnfive  bay,  which   I 
have  diftinguiflied  as  Bellingham's  Bay.     It 
is  fjtuated  behind  a  clufterof  iflands,  from  which 
a  number  of  channels  lead  into  it:  its  greatcll 
Cxcent  in  a  north  and  fouth  dircdion,  is  from  the 
latitude  48°  30',  to  -18°  48' ;  the  longitude  of  its 
caftcrn  extremity  237**  5o'.     It  every  where  af- 
fords good  and  fecure  anchorage  ;  oppofitc  to  its 
north  point  of  entrance  the  Ihores  arc  high  and 
rocky,  with  fomc  detached  rocks  lying  off  it. 
Here  was  found  a  brook  of  mod  excellent  water. 
To  the  north  and  fouth  of  thefe  rocky  cliffs  the 
{hores  arc  Icfs  elevated,  efpeclally  to  the  north- 
ward, where   fome  of  thofc  beautiful  verdant 
lawns  were  again  prefented  to  our  view.     Near 
the  north  entrance  into  this  bay,  the  two  Spanifli 
veffels  had  been  dcfcried  by  Mr.  Whidbey,  who 
returned,  and  communicated  the  intelligence  to 
the  fhips ;  in  confequence  of  which  the  Chathartx 
weighed  and  fpoke  them  pff  point  Roberts ;  they 
having  paffed  our  Ihips  during  the  night  undif- 
covcred. 

Having 
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'  Havlnpi;  now  fixed  the  continental  fliorc  fo  far 
«a3  from  this  flation  was  within  our  rc;:cli,  and 
having  obtained  llifHcicnt  obfcrvations  for  cor- 
reding  the  rate  of  our  clironomcters,  every  thing 
wns  inmcdiatclv  rc-cmbarkcd,  and  wc  were  in 
rcadinels  to  proceed  in  the  morning. 

During  my  abfence,  the  bents  of  the  Difco- 
very  and  Chatham  had  been  cn'ployed  in  at- 
tempting to  gain  fome  further  knowledge  of  the 
numerous  iflands  we  paflcd  on  our  arrival  in  thij 
bay  ;  but  they  were  found  fo  abundantly  difperfed 
as  to  preclude  any  corred.  examination,  without 
having  fufficient  Icifure  for  the  purpofe. 

Nothing  further  occurred  atthisftation  worthy 
of  notice,  if  wc  except  an  obfervation  which  had 
been  repeatedly  made,  that  in  proportion  as  wc 
advanced  to  the  northward,  the  foreils  were  com- 
pofed  of  an  infinitely  lefs  variety  of  trees,  and 
their  growth  was  lefs  luxuriant.  Thofe  moll: 
commonly  feen  were  pines  of  dit?:rcnt  fortSj  the 
arbor  \\tx,  the  oriental  arbutus,  and  I  believe, 
fome  fpecics  of  cyprcfs.  On  the  iflands  fome 
few  fmall  oaks  were  feen,  with  the  Virjnnian 
juniper ;  and  at  this  place  the  Wvymouth  pine, 
Canadian  elder,  and  b.lack  birch  ;  w^iiich  latter 
grew  in  fuch  abundance,  that  it  obtained  the 
name  of  Biiicii  Bay.  The  S.  E.  part  of  this  ■ 
bay  is.  formed  by  nearly  perpendicular  rocky  cliffs, 
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from  whence  the  higher  woodland  country  re- 
tires a  confidcrable  diflance  to  the  north  callward, 
leaving  an  extenfive  fpace  c{  low  land  hciv\e(.n 
it  and  the  fca,  feparated  from  the  high  ground. 
by  a  rivulet  of  frefli  water  that  difcharges  itfelf 
at  the  bottom,  or  northern  cxticnu.y  of  the 
bay.  On  the  low  land  very  luxuriant  iiraCs  was 
produced,  with  wild  rofe,  gooicbcrry,  an. I  other 
bufihes  in  abundance. 

I  Ihall  conclude  this  chapter  by  ftating  that, 
by  the  mean  refult  of  eleven  meridional  altitudes 
of  the  fun,  we  found  Birch  bay  fituatcd  in  lati- 
tude 48°53i';  the  longitude  237°  33',  v\ as  de- 
duced from  the  obfervations  made  ufe  of  for  fet- 
tling port  Difcovery,  including  twenty-eight  fets 
of  lunar  diflanccs  taken  at  this  flation,  whence 
on  the  22d,  at  noon,  Kendall's  chronometer  was 
found  to  be  54'  1  l"  2(y''  faft  of  mean  time  at 
Greenwich,  and  by  fix  days  correfponding  alti- 
tudes, to  be  gaining  on  mean  time  at  the  rate  of 
12"  45'''  per  day.  Mr.  Arnold's  on  board  the 
Chatham,  from  the  fame  authority  was,  on  the 
fame  day  at  noon,  faft  of  mean  time  at  Green- 
wich, 3*^  14'  46',  and  gaining  at  the  rate  of  25" 
1 5'"  per  day.  The  variation  of  the  compafs,  by 
nineteen  fets  of  azimuths,  differing  from  l/l  to 
21  degrees,  gave  a  mean  rcfult  of  19°  30'  eaft- 
^ardly  variation. 

The 
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The  vertical  inclination  of  the  marine  dipping 

nccdie, 

Marked  end,  North  face  Eail  -  72°    18' 

Ditto,  Ditto     -     Weft  -  73     — 

Ditto,  South  face  Eaft  -  73     28 

Ditto,     vV      Ditto     -     Weft  -  7-*     20 


The  mean  vertical  inclination  of 

the  magnetic  needle     -         -     73     13 
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The  tides  were  found  to  be  very  inconfiderable, 
but  were  iiot  particularly  noticed.  ,  "• 
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\Tr  7ITH  a  fine  breeze,  and  very  pleafant  wca- 
^  ^  ther,  we  failed  out  of"  Birch  bay,  on 
Midfummer  morning ;  and,  with  the  wind  from 
the  eaflward,  we  dirc(n:ed  our  courfe  up  the  gulf, 
to  the  north-weflward.  About  two  in  the  af- 
ternoon of  Sunday  the  24th,  wc  were  joined  by 
the  Spanifli  veflels,  who  falutcd  by  cheering. 
This  was  returned ;  after  which  their  rcfpc6tivc 
commanders  favored  me  with  their  company  on 
board  the  Difco^•ery ;  and  wc  purfucd  our  way 
up  the  gulf  together. 

Sen'  Galiano  informed  me,  that  they  had  ex- 
amined the  fmall  branch  I  had  pafTed  by  In  Bur- 
rard's  channel,  which  was  found  very  narrow, 
leading  in  a  north  dIrc<^Lion  nearly  three  leagues, 
where  it  terminated  in  a  fmall  rivulet.  They 
favored  mc  with  a  copy  of  their  fkctch  of  it,  as 
alfo  with  their  good  company  until  fun-fct,  when 
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they  returned  to  their  vcflcis ;  point  Roberts  then 
bearing  by  compafs  S.  08  E.  point  Grey,  N. 
Ol  E.  ;  v\  hich,  being  the  ncareft  part  of  the  con- 
tinental or  euflern  fliore,  was  at  the  dlftance  of 
about  three  leagues;  and  the  neureft  part  of  the 
oppofite  lliore  <;f  the  gulf,  bearing  S.  W.  waS 
dilVcint  about  two  leagues.  '   *     ' 

During  the  night,  and  until  noon  the  next 
day,  Monday  the  25th,  the  winds  were  light  and 
baftling.  In  tlie  courfe  of  the  forenoon  a  great 
number  of  wliales  were  playing  about  in  every 
diredllon ;  and  though  we  had  been  frequently 
vifited  by  thcfe  animals  in  this  inland  navigation, 
there  feemed  more  about  us  now,  than  the 
w  hole  of  thofe  w  c  had  before  feen,  if  colledlcd 
together. 

This  circumftance,  in  fome  meafure,  favored 
the  ailcrtion  in  Mr.  Meares's  publication,  that  a 
paffage  to  the  ocean  would  be  found  by  perfe- 
vering  in  ovir  prefent  courfe;  though  this  was 
again  rendered  very  doubtful,  as  we  had  under- 
ftood,  from  our  Spanlfli  friends,  that,  notwith- 
ilanding  the  Spaniards  had  lived  upon  terms  of 
great  intimacy  v.  ith  Mr.  Gray  and  other  Ame- 
rican traders  at  Nootka,  they  had  no  knowledge 
of  any  perfon  ha\ing  ever  performed  fuch  a  voy- 
age, but  from  tlie  hiftory  of  it  publilhed  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  {o  far  v»  ere  thefe  gentlemen  from 
being  better  acquainted  with  the  difcovcries  of 
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De  Fuca  or  De  Fonte  than  ourfclvcs,  that,  from 
us,  they  expedcd  much  information  as  to  the 
truth  of  fuch  reports.  Sen'  Valdcs,  who  had 
been  on  the  coaft  the  preceding  year,  and  fpokc 
the  Indian  language  very  fluently,  underftood, 
from  the  natives,  that  this  inlet  Jid  communi- 
cate with  the  ocean  to  the  northward,  where 
they  had  feen  fliips.  He  was,  however,  too  well 
acquainted  with  their  charadlers  as  reporters,  to 
place  much  dependance  on  their  information, 
which  was  incompetent  to  the  forming  of  any 
idea  how  far  remote  fuch  ocean  mia;ht  be. 

A  gentle  gale  fpringing  up  from  the  eaflward, 
foon  after  mid- day,  we  brought  to  for  the  Spa- 
nifli  veiTels,  who  were  at  fome  diftance  aftcrn. 
When  they  came  up,  we  were  honored  with  the 
company  of  the  commanders  to  dinner  ;  and 
then  made  fall,  direding  our  courfe  through  the 
channel  del  Neuilra  Signora  del  Rofario,  whofc 
whole  extent  nearly  in  a  diredlon  N.  53  W.  is 
about  10  leagues  from  point  Up  wood,  the  S.  E. 
point,  to  Point  Margiiall,  the  N.  W.  point 
of  the  ifland  of  Fevcda  ;  which  point  is  fituated 
in  latitude  49'  48',  longitude  235'  4/1'.  From 
Scotch-Fir  point,  the  fliores  of  the  channel  ap- 
proximated, until  they  became  within  two  miles 
of  each  other,  at  its  w  ellicrn  end ;  and  arc,  as 
well  on  the  ifland  as  on  the  continental  fide, 
nearly  flraight,  pcrfcdly  compad,  and  rife  gra- 
dually, 
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dually,  particularly  on  the  continental  fliore,  from 
a  beach  otTand  and  fmall  floncs,  to  a  height  that 
mirht  be  confidercd  rather  elevated  land,  well 
clo  r.hed  with  wood,  but  without  any  figns  of 
bciiig  inhabited.  From  hence  the  continental 
fhore  took  a  N.  W.  dircdion.  From  point  Mar- 
fliall,  N.  35  W.  about  a  league  diftant,  lies  an 
illand  of  a  moderate  height,  four  miles  in  cir- 
cuit, with  a  fmallcr  one  about  a  mile  to  the 
S.  W.  of  it :  between  this,  which  I  named  Har- 
wood's  Island,  and  point  Marfliall,  are  fome 
rockv  iflands  and  funkcn  rocks.  ' 

On  the  coall  of  the  main  land  oppofite  this 
iiland  is  a  fmall  brook,  probably  of  frclh  water; 
from  whence,  as  we  advanced,  the  fhores  put  on 
a  very  dreary  afpccl,  chiefly  compofed  of  rugged 
rocks,  thinly  wooded  with  fmall  dwarf  pine 
trees.  The  ifiands,  however,  which  appeared 
before  us,  were  of  a  moderate  height,  and  pre- 
fcnted  a  fccne  more  pleafing  and  fertile.  About 
five  in  the  evening  we  paffed  between  the  main 
and  an  iiland  lying  in  an  e;'lt  and  well  direction, 
which  I  named  Savary's  Island,  about  two 
leagiies  long,  and  about  half  a  league  broad : 
its  N.  E.  point,  fituated  in  latitiuic  -JQ'^  57 V, 
longitude  235''  5-\V,  forms  a  pa(I;-i;!;c  with  the 
continental  Ihore,  along  which,  in  a  N.  V/.  di- 
redion,  we  continued  at  a  diilance  frotn  halt  a 
mile  to  half  a  league.     On  the  foulh  fjdc  ot'  Sa- 
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vary's,  iHand  were  numbcrlci'';,  funken  rocks,  near- 
ly half  a  league  from  its  fliorcs,  vifiblc  I  believe 
only  at  low  water. 

We  feemed   now  to  have  forfakeii  the  main 
dlredion  of  the  gulf,  being  on  every  fide  encom- 
paiTed  by  iflands   and   fin  all  rocky  illets  ;  fome 
lying  along  the  continental  iliorc,  others  confuf- 
cdly  fcattcied,  of  didercnt  forms  and  dimcnfions. 
South-vveilward  of  thcfc  illands,  the  main  arm 
of  the  gulf  extended  in  a  north    weft  dircdion, 
apparently  three  or  four  leagues  wide,  bounded 
by  high    tliough   diftant  land.      Through   this 
very  unplcafant   na\igation  we  failed,  Hill  keep- 
ing clofe  to  the   continental  fliore,   which  was 
compad.      About   dark  we   entered  a  fpacious 
found  ftretching  to  the  ealuward.      Here  I  was 
yery  defirous  of  remaining  until  day-light ;   but 
foundings  could  not  be   gained   though  clofc  to 
tlie  fliore. 

The  night  was  dark  and  rainy,  and  the  winds 
fo  light  and  variable,  that  by  the  influence  of  the 
tides  we  were  driven  about  as  it  were  blindfolded 
in  this  lab}  rinth,  until  towards  midnight,  when 
•we  were  happily  conduce .1  to  the  north  fide  of 
an  ifland  in  this  fuppofed  found,  where  wc  an- 
chored in  company  with  the  Chatham  and  the 
Spanilh  veflels,  in  32  fiithoms  water,  rocky  bot- 
tom. At  break  of  day  on  Tuefday  the  2()th, 
we  found  ourfelves  about  half  a  mile  from  the. 
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fliores  of  a  high  rocky  illand,  furrourwled  by  a 
detached  and  broken  country,  whofe  general 
appearance  was  very  inhofpitable.  Stupendous 
rocky  mountains  rifuig  almoft  perpendicularly 
from  the  fca,  principally  compofed  the  north 
weft,  north  and  eaftcrn  quarters ;  on  thefe,  pine 
trees,  though  not  of  luxuriant  growth,  nor  of 
much  variety,  were  produced  in  great  numbers. 
The  plcafing  profpeds  which  the  lliores  on  the 
eaftcrn  fide  of  tlic  gulf  afforded  by  their  contraft 
with  the  mountains  of  the  fnowy  barrier,  giving 
a  grand  and  intcrcfting  character  to  the  land- 
fcape,  here  no  longer  exifted ;  nor  had  we  been 
enabled  to  trace  that  range  of  mounrains  far  to 
the  north-wcftward  of  Scotch-Fir  point,  w^hcre 
the  line  of  coaft  forms  a  very  confiderablc  angle 
with  that  of  the  barrier  mountains.  It  is  how- 
ever probable,  that  at  fomc  diftancc  from  our 
prcfcnt  anchorage,  where  the  perpendicular  pre- 
cipices we  were  now  under  would  no  longed 
have  obftruc^ted  our  view  of  tb""-  inland  couiiS&ry, 
their  lofty  fummits  would  have  been  ftill  vifible. 
The  tops  of  the  rugged  mountains  that  compofe 
thefe  fhores  were  not  fufliciently  elevated  to  re- 
tain the  fnow  in  fummcr,  which,  in  all  proba- 
bilitv,  clothes  them  during  the  winter  feafon. 

The  infinitely  divided  appearance  of  the  re- 
gion into  which  we  had  now  arrived,  promifed 
to  furnilli  ample  employment  for  oiir  boats. 

To 
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To  Lieutenant  Pusrct  and  Mr.  Whidbcv,  in 
the  Difcovery's  launch  and  cutter,  I  configncd 
the  examination  of  the  continental  Ihore,  from 
the  place  where  we  had  loll  fight  of  it  the  pre- 
ceding evening.  Mr.  Johnllonc,  in  the  Chat- 
hum's  cutter,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Svvaine  in  her 
launch,  viere  diredled  to  invcftigate  a  branch  of 
this  found  leading  to  the  nortli-weilvvard  ;  and 
Sen'  Valdes  undertook  the  furvey  of  the  inter- 
mediate coafl ;  by  which  arrangement  the  whole, 
or  if  not  a  very  confiderable  extent,  would  foon 
be  determined.  Whilft  the  boats  were  equip- 
ping, Mr.  Broughton  went  in  queft  of  a  more 
commodious  fituation  for  the  lliips  up  the  found 
to  the  north  weft.  ;  .     .  i^ 

The  weather,  which  w  as  fcrene  and  extremely 
pleafant,  afforded  me  an  opportunity,  in  com- 
pany with  Sen*"  Galiano  and  fome  of  our  offi- 
cers, to  yifit  the  iliorc  of  the  ifland,  near  which 
we  were  at  anchor,  and  to  determine  the  (itua- 
tioiji^  of  its  weft  point  to  le  in  latitude  50°  0\ 
longitude  235"  20\  With  the  former  Scn^ 
Galiano's  obfervalicns  agreed,  but  by  his  chro- 
nometer the  longitude  was  made  more  wcftcrly. 
My  obfcrvp.tions  being  deduced  from  the  watch, 
according  to  its  rate  as  iettled  in  Birch  bay, 
whi.h  was  not  very  likely  to  have  yet  acquired 


any 


material   error,  inclined  mc  to  believe   we 


were  prcbably  the  moft  corred:. 


. I  :'.^  -.J  ;■ 


Early 


I 


ri 


1792.]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  225 

Early  in  the  afternoon  Mr.  Broughton  return- 
ed, having  found  a  more  eligible  anehorage, 
though  in  a  fituatlon  equally  dreary  and  unplea- 
fant.  The  fcveral  gentlemen  in  the  boats  being 
made  acquainted  with  the  ftation  to  which  the 
fhips  were  about  to  refort,  departed  agreeably  to 
their  refpecSive  inftrildions.       •        '      ?     •    i  f' 

The  wind,  that  fmce  noon  had  blown  frefb 
from  the  S.  E.  attended  with  heavy  fquaPs  and 
much  rain,  drove  us,  by  its  incrcafed  violence, 
from  our  anchorage,  and  almoft  inftantly  into 
70  and  80  fathoms  water.  The  anchor  was  im- 
mediately hove  up,  and  we  fteered  for  the  ren- 
dezvous Mr.  Broughton  had  pointed  out,  where, 
about  lix  in  the  evening,  we  arrived  in  company 
with  our  little  fquadron.  Our  fituation  here 
was  on  the  northern  fide  of  an  arm  of  the  found 
leading  to  the  north-weftward,  a  little  more  than 
half  a  mile  wide,  prefentlng  as  gloomy  and  dif- 
mal  an  afpe<^l  as  nature  could  well  be  fuppoled 
to  exhibit,  had  flic  not  been  a  little  aided  by  ve- 
getation ;  which  though  dull  and  uninterefting, 
fcreened  from  our  fight  the  dreary  rocks  and  pre- 
cipices that  compofe  thcfe  dcfolate  fliores,  efpe- 
cially  on  the  northern  fide  ;  as  the  oppofite  fhore, 
though  extremely  rude  and  mountainous,  pof- 
feffcd  a  fmall  fpace  of  nearly  level  land,  ftretch- 
ing  from  the  water  fide,  on  which  fome  different 
forts  of  the  pine  tribe,  arbor  vita?,  maple,  and 
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the  oriental  arbutus,  fcemed  to  grow  with  fomc 
vigour,  and  in  a  better  foil. 

The  very  circumfcribed  view  that  we  had  of 
the  country  here,  rendered  it  impolTiblc  to  Ibrm 
the  moll  diftant  idea  of  any  circumftances  rela- 
tive to  the  fituation  in  which  we  had  become 
llationary ;  whether  compofed  of  iflands,  or  of 
fuch  arms  of  the  fea  as  we  had  lately  been  em- 
ployed in  examining,  or  how  long  there  w^as  a 
probability  of  our  remaining  in  anxious  expefta- 
tion  for  the  return  of  our  friends.  Our  rcfidence 
here  was  truly  forlorn ;  an  awful  filence  per- 
vaded the  gloomy  forefts,  whilft  animated  na- 
ture fcemed  to  have  defcrted  the  neighbouring 
country,  whofe  foil  afforded  only  a  few  fmall 
onions,  fome  famphire,  and  here  and  there  bulhes 
bearing  a  fcanty  crop  of  indifferent  berries.  Nor 
was  the  fea  more  favorable  to  our  wants,  the 
ilcep  rocky  Ihores  prevented  the  ufe  of  the  feine, 
and  not  a  filh  at  the  bottom  could  be  tempted 
to  take  the  hook. 

I  had  abfentcd  myfelf  from  the  prefent  fur- 
veying  excurfions,  in  order  to  procure  ibme  ob- 
fcrvations  for  the  longitude  here,  and  to  arrange 
the  charts  of  the  different  furvcys  in  the  order 
they  had  been  made.  Thefe,  when  fo  metho- 
dized, my  third  lieutenant  Mr.  Baker  had  un- 
dertaken to  copy  and  embellilh,  and  who,  in 
point  of  accuracy,  neatnefs,  and  fuch  difpatch  as 
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circumflanccs  admitted,  certainly  excelled  in  a 
very  high  degree.  To  conclude  our  operations 
up  to  the  prefent  period  fome  further  angles 
were  required.  Be  fide  thefe  I  was  defirous  ot* 
acqufring  fome  knowledge  of  the  main  channel 
of  the  gulf  we  had  quitted  on  Monday  afternoon, 
and  to  which  no  one  of  our  boats  had  been  di- 
rected. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  30th, 
I  fet  out  in  the  yawl  on  that  purfuit,  with  a  fa- 
vorable breeze  from  the  N.  W.  which  ihortly 
Ihiftcd  to  the  oppofite  quarter,  and  blew  a  frefh 
gale,  attended  with  a  very  heavy  rain.  Having 
reached  by  ten  in  the  forenoon  no  further  than 
the  ifland  under  which  we  had  anchored  at  mid- 
night on  the  25th,  a  profped;  of  a  certain  conti- 
nuance of  the  unfettled  weather  obliged  me  to 
abandon  my  defign,  and  return  to  the  fliip ; 
where  1  had  the  pleafure  of  hearing  the  launch 
and  cutter  had  arrived  foon  after  my  departure, 
after  having  completed  the  examination  of  the 
continental  coail  from  the  place  where  we  had 
left  it,  the  night  we  had  entered  the  found,  to 
about  three  leagues  north-vveftward  of  our  pre- 
fent ftaticn,  making  the  land  near  which  we 
were  then  at  anchor  on  our  northern  fide,  an 
ifland,  or  a  clufter  of  iilands  of  confiderable  ex- 
tent. Thefe  gentlemen  were  likewise  of  opinion, 
that  all  the  land  before  us  to  the  weflward  and, 
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N.  \V.  from  its  InlUlar  appearance,  formed  an 
immcnfc  archipelago ;  but  knowing  Mr.  John- 
itonc  was  direded  to  examine  that  quarter,  .»nd 
coming  within  fight  of  the  lliips,  they  had  re- 
turned on  board  for  further  inftrudions.      if. 

On  the  commencement  of  their  furvey,  they 
found  the  continental  fliorc  continue  nearly  in 
its  N.  W.  dircdlion  to  the  caftern  point  of  en- 
trance into  this  found,  which  I  called  Point 
Sarah,  and  isfituatcd  in  latitude  C>o^  ■{]/ -,  lon- 
gitude 235®  251';  Its  oppofite  point,  which  I 
named  Point  Mary,  lying  N.  72  W.  about 
half  a  league  diflant ;  from  point  Sarah  they  pro- 
ceeded along  the  continental  Ihore  up  a  very  nar- 
row channel,  rendered  almoft  inacccfTible  by  the 
number  of  funkcn  rocks  and  rocky  iflets  which 
it  contained.  It  was  found  to  lead  in  a  fouth- 
cafterly  direction,  almoft  parallel  with,  and  two 
or  three  miles  from,  the  northern  fliore  of  the 
gulf  at  the  diftancc  of  about  three  leagues,  with 
a  fmallcr  branch  near  the  middle,  extending  about 
a  league  from  its  northern  Ihorc  to  the  N.  N.  E. 
From  this  channel  they  continued  along  the  con- 
tinental lliore  in  an  eafterly  and  N.  E.  dircdion, 
which  led  to  that  part  of  the  coaft  under  the  in- 
fpedion  of  Sen'  Valdes.  The  caftern  fliore,  for 
the  fpace  of  two  leagues,  was  found  much  in- 
dented ;  and  feveral  fmall  illands  and  rocks  were 
fcen  lying  near  it  to  the  latitude  of  50°  io^  lon- 
-V,       .  .         '  gitude 
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gitudc  235"  35'.     Here  thefc  rocky  iflcts  difap- 
pcarcd,    and  the  coaft  took  a   windint:;  courfc 
N.  W.  and  wcllward,  to  a  point  bcarinL!;  tVoni 
the  above   ftation  N.  35  W.  diftant  about  two 
leagues,  and  fomning  the  eaft  point  of  an  arm  of 
the  found,   whofe  entrance,  about  hah'  a  league 
■VN'ide,  has  two  iflcts  lying  in  it.     About  a  mile 
up  this  arm  they  met  Sen'  Valdes,  who  inform- 
ed them  he  had  thoroughly  explored  that  place, 
and  that   in  the  channel  leading  to  the  north- 
weftward  he  had  fpoken   with  Mr.  Johnftone, 
fo  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  a  paiTage  to 
the  fliips  by  that  route.     Sen'  Valdes  intimated 
that  he  confidercd  any  further  inveftigation  of 
that  place  totally  unncccflary ;  but  the  officers 
not  having  on  this  occafion  any  diredions  of  a 
difcretionary  nature,  aded  according  to  the  di- 
rcftions  they  had  formerly  received  for  the  exe- 
cution of  fuch  fervice,  and  profecuted  its  exami- 
nation.    They  found  it  extend  in  an  irregular 
north-caftcrly  direction  to  the  latitude  of  50"  22^, 
longitude  235"  AlY,  where  it  terminated  in  flial- 
low  water  and  a  little  low  land  ;  through  which 
flowed  two  fmall  rivulets.     In  thefc  rivulets,  and 
on  the  flioal  parts,  feveral  wears  were  eredted. 
Along  the  fliores  of  the  upper  part  of  this  arm, 
which  are  mofl:ly  compofcd  of  high  fleep  barren 
rocks,  were  feveral  fences  formed  by  thin  laths^ 
iluck  cither  in  the  ground,  or  in  the  chinks  of 
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the  rocks,  with  others  placed  along  them  ;  fomc 
in  horizontal,  others  in  oblique,  and  different  di- 
redions.  Ranges  of  thele  were  fixed  along  the 
rocky  cliffs  in  the  line  of  the  Ihore,  others  varied 
from  that  diredion,  and  from  their  appearance 
■were  fuppofed  to  be  intended  for  the  purpofe  of 
drying  fifh ;  but  as  fmiilar  works,  though  per- 
haps not  quite  fo  extcnfivc,  had  been  often  ob- 
fcrved  without  being  appropriated  to  that  ufc, 
and  always  at  a  confiderable  diflancc  from  any 
known  habitation  ;  the  objcdl  they  were  defigned 
for,  remained  as  uncertain  to  us,  as  the  applica* 
tion  of  the  high  beacons  we  found  fo  frequently 
ereded  on  the  more  fouthcrn  part  of  New 
Gcori;Ia. 

The  furrounding  country  up  this  arm  nearly 
correfpondcd  with  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Howe's  found ;  and,  like  it,  was  nearly  deilitute 
of  inhabitants.  Two  canoes  were  fecn,  which 
the  owners  had  very  recently  quitted,  as  their 
garments  and  many  of  their  utenfils  were  re- 
maining in  them,  to  which  the  officers  added 
fome  articles  of  iron,  copper,  beads,  and  other 
trinkets.  From  hence  they  direded  their  courfe 
towards  the  ihip,  and  arrived  as  before  ftated. 
The  country  they  had  vifitcd  differed  little,  ex- 
cepting in  one  or  two  fmall  fpots,  from  the 
region  in  which  we  were  then  ftationed :  the 
whole  prefented  one  dcfolatc,  rude,  and  inhof- 
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pitable  afped:.     It  has  already  been  confidered 
as  not  entirely  deftitute  of  the  human  race ;  and 
that  it  had  been  more  populous  than  at  prefent, 
was  manifeftcd  by  the  party  having  difcovered 
an  extenfive  dcferted  village,  computed  to  have 
been  the  refidehce  of  nearly  three  hundred  per- 
fons.     It  was  built  on  a  rock,  whofe  perpendi- 
cular cliffs  were  nearly  inacceflible  on  every  fide ; 
and  connected  with  the  main,  by  a  low  narrow 
neck  of  land,  about  the  centre  of  which  grew  a 
tree,  from  whofe  branches  planks  were  laid  to 
the  rock,  forming  by  this  means  a  communica- 
tion that  could  eafily  be  removed,  to  prevent 
their  being  molcfted  by  their  internal  unfriendly 
neighbours ;  and  prote<fted  in  front,  which  was 
prefented  to  the  fea,  from  their  external  enemies, 
by  a  platform,  which,  with  much  labour  and  in- 
genuity had  been  conftruded  on  a  level  with 
their  houfes,  and  overhung  and  guarded  the  rock. 
This,  with  great  ftability,  was  formed  by  large 
timbers  judicioufly   placed  for  fupporting  each 
other  in  every  diredion ;  their  lower  ends  were 
well  fecured  in  the  chafms  of  the  rocks  about 
half  way  to  the  water's  edge,  admitting  the  plat- 
form to  be  fo  projeded  as  to  command  the  foot 
of  the  rock  againft  any  attempt  to  ftorm  the  vil- 
lage.    The  whole  fecmed  fo  fkilfuUy  contrived, 
and  fo  firmly  and  well  executed,  as  rendered  it 
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difficult  to  be  confidered  the  work  of  the  untu- 
tored tribes  we  had  been  accuftomed  to  meet ; 
had  not  their  broken  arms  and  implements,  with 
parts  of  their  manufadured  garments,  plainly 
evinced  its  inhabitants  to  be  of  the  fame  race. 

Whilft  examining  thefe  abandoned  dwellings, 
and  admiring  the  rude  citadel  projected  for  their 
defence,  our  gentlemen  were  fuddenly  aflailed 
by  an  unexpe(^l:ed  numerous  enemy,  whofe  le- 
gions made  fo  furious  an  attack  upon  each  of 
their  perfons,  that  unable  to  vanquilh  their  foes, 
or  to  fuftain  the  conflid,  they  ruflied  up  to  their 
necks  in  water.  This  expedient,  however,  proved 
inefFedual ;  nor  was  it  till  after  all  their  clothes 
were  boiled,  that  they  were  difengaged  from  an 
immenfe  hord  of  fleas,  which  they  had  difturbed 
by  examining  too  minutely  the  filthy  garments 
and  apparel  of  the  late  inhabitants.  ,    . 

The  weather  continued  very  rainy  and  unplea- 
fant  until  the  forenoon  of  Saturday  the  ift  of 
July,  when,  on  its  clearing  up,  Mr.  Puget  and 
Mr.  Whidbey  were  again  difpatched,  to  execute 
the  tufk  I  had  the  preceding  day  attempted ;  as 
likewife  to  gain  fome  information  of  the  fouthern 
fide  of  the  gulf,  and  the  broken  country,  which 
exifted  between  it  and  our  prefent  anchorage.  .. 

The  fecurities  about  the  head  of  the  Difcovery 
being  conftantly  out  of  repair,  our  carpenters 
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were  now  employed  on  that  fervlce ;  and,  here 
alfo,  we  brewed  fome  Iprucc-beer,  which  was 
excellent. 

The  next  day,  Monday  the  2d,  in  the  after- 
noon, Mr.  Johnllone  returned,  who,  after  having 
met  Sen'  Valdcs,  as  bclbrc  llatcd,  abandoned  his 
purfuit  of  that  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
main  ihore  leading  to  the  eaftward,  and  profe- 
cuted  his  refearchcs  in  the  oppofite  dire6lion, 
leading  to  the  weft,  N.  W.  and  to  the  north,  in 
a  channel  of  an  irregular  width,  where,  after  ex- 
amining a  fmall  opening,  in  a  northerly  diredion, 
he  fliortly  difcovcrcd  another,  about  two  miles 
wide,  in  latitude  r>2^  2  [',  longitude  235" (f;  along 
which,  he  kept  the  ftarboard  or  caftcrn  fliore  on 
'  oard,  which  was  compadl ;  but  the  weftern  fide, 
for  fomc  miles  on  which  fome  fires  were  ob- 
ferved,  feemed  fomewhat  divided  by  water.  This 
inlet,  in  general,  from  one  to  two  miles  wide,  led 
them  in  an  irregular  northern  direction  to  the  la- 
titude of  50°  52',  longitude  235°  ig',  where,  in 
the  ufual  manner,  it  terminated  by  a  fmall  trad 
of    low   land,    from   whence    a   fliallow   bank, 
ftretched  into  the  arm,which  foon  lncreafed,from 
2  to  50,  70,  and  lOO  fathoms  in  depth,  and  then 
became  unfathomable.     Behind  this  low  fmall 
fpot  of  land,  the  mountains  rofe  very  abruptly, 
divided  by  two  deep  vallies,  whence  ifllied  ftreams 
of  frelli  water,  though  not  fufficicntly  capacious 
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to  admit  the  boats.  In  thcfe  vallles,  and  on  the 
low  plains,  pine- trees  grew  to  a  tolerable  fize  ; 
the  few  feen  on  the  mountains  were  of  very 
ftunted  growth.  High  ftccp  barren  rocks,  capped 
•with  fnow,  formed  the  fides  of  this  channel,  the 
"water  of  which  at  its  head,  was  nearly  frclh,  and 
of  a  pale  colour,  as  was  that  in  the  arm  where 
Mr.  Puget  met  Sen '  Valdcs.  It  was  noon  on  the 
30th  before  we  reached  that  part  of  the  weftern 
Ihore,  which  had  appeared  broken,  and  on  which 
the  fires  of  the  natives  had  been  obferved  on  en- 
tering this  channel,  which  I  diflinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Bute's  Channel.  Here  was  found 
an  Indian  village,  fituated  on  the  face  of  a  fteep 
rock,  containing  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of 
the  natives,  fome  few  of  whom  had  vifited  our 
party  in  their  way  up  the  channel,  and  now  many 
came  off  in  the  moil  civil  and  friendly  manner, 
with  a  plentiful  fupply  of  frefti  Iikcrrings  and  other 
filh,  which  they  bartered  in  a  fair  and  honcft  way 
for  nails,  Thefe  were  of  greater  value  amongft 
them,  than  any  other  articles  our  people  had  to 
offer.  From  the  point  on  which  this  village  is 
creded,  in  latitude  50"  2\',  longitude  235''  8^  a 
very  narrow  opening  was  fecn  ftretching  to  the 
weflward,  and  through  it  flowed  fo  ftrong  a  cur- 
rent, that  the  boats,  unable  to  row  againfl  it, 
■were  hauled  by  a  rope  along  the  rocky  fhores 
fornfiing  the  pafTagc.  In  this  fatiguing  fervice  the 
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Indians  voluntarily  lent  their  aid  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  power,  and  were  rewarded  tor  their  cordial 
difinterefted  afliftance,  much  to  their  fatistadion. 
Having  paiTcd  thefc  narrows,  the  channel  widen- 
ed, and  the  rapidity  of  the  tide  decreafcd.     Mu 
Johnftone,  in  the  cutter,  had  alone  been  able  to 
pafs  ;  to  whom  it  was  evident  that  this  narrow 
paflagc  had  communication  with  fome  very  ex- 
tenfive  inlet  of  the  fea;  but,  as  the  weather  was 
now  very  boifterous,  with  heavy  rain,  and  a  thick. 
haze,  and  as  the  launch  had  not  yet  made  her 
appearance,  he   returned  in  fearch  of  her,  and 
found  the  party  ufmg  their  utmofl  endeavours  to 
get  through  the  narrows  by  the  fame  friendly 
affiftance  of  the  natives  he  had  before  experien- 
ced ;  which  being  now  no  longer  required  thefc 
good  people  returned  to  their  habitations,  appa- 
rently well  fatisfied  with  the  kind  offices  they 
had  rendered,  and  the  acknowledgments  they 
had  received.     The  boats  now  fought  Ihelter 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  in  a  fmall 
cove  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  arm  they  had  quit- 
ted, where  the  fame  caufe  operated  to  detain 
them  until  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  July,  when 
the  time  for  which  they  were  fupplied  with  pro- 
vifions  being  nearly  expired,  it  was  deemed  moft 
expedient  to  return  to  the  fhips.       •:    i  ►     ' 

By  thefe  two  expeditions  the  boundary  of  the 
continental  fliore  was  completely  afcertained  to 
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the  above  narrow  paflagc  ;  and  the  Itront'^ed:  prc- 
fumption  induced  that  the  wliole  of  the  coatl  on 
our  weftern  fide,  fouthward  of  that  paflbge  w as 
compofcd  of  innumerable  illands.       .  '■'  ■         ■- 

The  weather  being  tolerably  fair,  Mr.  John- 
ftone  and  Mr.  Swaine  were  the  next  day,Wedncr- 
day  the  5th,  again  difpatched  with  a  week's  pro- 
vifions,  to  examine  the  continental  Ihore  through 
the  narrow  pailage  from  whence  they  had  return- 
ed ;  by  the  means  of  which,  and  the  furvcy  then 
profccuting  under  Lieutenant  Puget  and  Mr. 
Whidbey,  who  were  to  commence  their  inqui- 
ries in  an  oppofite  point,  the  whole  extent  of  the 
gulf  would  be  finally  determined  ;  or,  in  the 
event  of  the  Indian's  information  being  correal, 
its  further  navigable  communication  to  the  north- 
ward would  be  difcovered. 

By  what  I  had  feen  of  the  gulf  on  the  even- 
ing we  entered  this  found,  though  its  weftern 
extremity  was  certainly  bounded,  yet  the  appear- 
ance of  the  land  in  that  direction  favored  the  opi- 
nion of  its  being  compofcd  of  iflands,  though  the 
whole  might  be  united  by  low  land  not  percep- 
tible at  fo  great  a  dillance. 

On  Friday  the  5  th  in  the  afternoon,  the  officers 
in  the  launch  and  cutter  returned,  from  whom  I 
underftood,  that  they  had  found  the  weftern  fide 
of  the  gulf  of  Georgia,  from  that  part  oppollte 
to  point  Marfliall,  to  be  compad:,  rifing  in  a  gentle 
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afccnt  from  the  fcti  lliorc  to  the  inland  moun- 
tains, (Ibmc  of  which  were  covered  with  fnow) 
wearing  a  plealant  and  fertile  appearance ;  along 
this  fhorc  they  continued  their  route  and  entered 
an  inlet,  whofe  eallern  fide  is  formed  by  a  long 
narrow  pcninfula,  the  fouth  extreme  of  which  is 
fituated  in  latitude  50o,  longitude  235°  9^  This 
promontory,  after  my  firll  lieutenant,  who  had 
alfo  difcovered  the  inlet  from  the  top  of  a  moun- 
tain he  had  afccndcd  in  this  neighbourhood,  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Point  Mudge.  It  forms  a 
cliannel  with  the  main  land  of  the  weftern  fide 
of  the  gulf  of  about  a  mile  in  width,  nearly  in 
a  N.  N.  W.  dire<5lion ;  this  was  purfued  about 
three  or  four  leagues  without  any  apparent  ter- 
mination ;  the  further  they  advanced  the  more 
cxtenfive  it  was  found.  The  tide,  which  was 
regular,  was  alfo  rapid,  and  the  flood  evidently 
came  from  the  north-weft  ward  ;  all  thefe  circum- 
ftances  indicating  the  channel  to  be  of  confider- 
able  extent,  they  returned  to  communicate  this 
intelligence. 

On  point  Mudge  was  a  very  large  village  of 
the  natives,  many  of  whom  vifited  the  party  on 
their  paffing  and  repaffing  by  it,  who  uniformly 
condud:ed  themfelves  with  the  greateft  civility 
and  refpe<ft.  On  the  weftern  fliore,  immediately 
without  the  entrance  of  the  inlet,  they  found  a 
rivulet  of  excellent  frcfli  water.     The  paflage  up 
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the  inlet  is  pcrt'edly  Tree  from  danger,  and  affords 
good  anchorage.  Round  point  Mudge,  at  the 
diftancc  of  about  half  a  mile,  is  a  ledge  of  funkcn 
rocks ;  thcfc  arc,  however,  eaiily  avoided  by  the 
it\'ceds  which  they  produce.  From  hence  their 
way  was  dircdcd  to  the  northward,  in  order  to 
join  the  iliip  through  the  broken  land  that  exifts 
between  our  prefetit  ftation  and  point  Mudge. 
This  was  eifeded  through  a  very  intricate  chan- 
nel full  of  funken  rocks  and  rocky  iflets,  leading 
them  to  the  north  point  of  the  ifland  which 
formed  our  S.  W.  fliorc,  and  bearing  from  hence 
N.  53  W.  diftant  about  four  miles. 

After  receiving  this  information,  I  waited  with 
no  little  impatience  the  return  of  the  other 
boat  party  ;  in  the  hope  that,  if  no  intelligence 
fliGuld  be  derived  to  facilitate  the  progrefs  of  the 
ihips,  there  was  yet  a  great  probability  of  finding 
a  more  comfortable  refting  place  than  that  we 
then  occupied.  This  afforded  not  a  fingle  prof- 
pc<!:t  that  was  plcafing  to  the  eye,  the  fmallcll  re- 
creation on  fliorc,  nor  animal  nor  vegetable  food, 
excepting  a  very  fcanty  proportion  of  thofe  eat- 
ables already  defcribcd,  and  of  which  the  adjacent 
country  was  foon  exhaufted,  after  our  arrival. 
Nor  did  our  exploring  parties  meet  with  a  more 
abundant  ^upply,  whence  the  place  obtained  the 
name  of  Desolation  Sound  ;  where  our  time 
would  have  paffed  infinitely  more  heavily,  had  it 
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not  been  relieved  by  the  agreeable  foclcty  of  our 
Spaniih  friends. 

The  week,  for  which  Mr.  Johnftone  and  his 
party  were  furnilhed  with  fupplies,  having  been 
expired  fome  time,  I  began  to  be  anxioufly  fo' 
licitous  for  their  welfare  ;  when,  about  two  ia 
the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  12th,  I  had  the  fa- 
tisfadlion  of  having  their  arrival  announced,  all 
well,  and  that  a  piilfage  leading  into  the  Pacific 
Ocean  to  the  north-weft  ward  had  been  difcovercd. 
Mr.  Johnftone  had  fuccced'  d  in  finding  his 
way  into  the  arm  leading  to  the  wcftward  through 
the  narrows,   where   they  were  riffillcd   by  thf* 
friendly  natives,  al>out  a  league  to  the  fouth  of 
the  palfage  by  which  he  had  before  entered  it ; 
making  the  intermediate  land,  lying  bekre  the 
entrance    into    Bute's   channel,  nearly  a  round 
ifland  three  or  four  leagues  in  circuit,  which  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Stuart's  Island.     This 
channel   was  not  Icfs  intricate   than  the  other, 
neither  of  which  he  confidered  a  fafe  navigation 
for  lliipping,  owing  to  their  being  fo  narrow,  to 
the  irregular  diredion  and  rapidity  of  the  tides, 
and  to  the  great  depth  of  vvjtter ;  which  even 
clofe  to  the  fhore,  was  no  where  lefs  than  fixty 
fathoms.     From  this  pafTcfgc  the  northern  iliorc 
w^as  purfued,  and  tv/o  Imall  arms  leading  to  the 
N.  W.  each   about  a  league  in  extent,  were 
examined.     Here  was  met  a  canoe  in  which 
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w crc  tlirec  Indians,  who  fled  to  the  woods  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation,   leaving  their  canoe  on 
the  lliore.     In  it  Mr.  Johnftone  depofited  fomc 
trifling  articles,  in  the  hope  of  diffipating  by  this 
means,  their  ill-grounded  apprehenfion  of  danger. 
As  he  proceeded,  he  pafTed  a  fpacious  opening 
leading  to  the  S.  VV^.  which  he  fuppofed  commu- 
nicated with  the  gulf  fome  diftance  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  our  prefent  llation.  The  principal  chan- 
nel of  the  wcftcrn  arm  dill  prefcrving  a  weft  di- 
rcdlion,  was  about  a  mile  wide ;  and  as  they  ad- 
vanced   in  it,    they  arrived  at  another  branch 
nearly  about  the  fame  width,  in  latitude  50"  20' 
longitude  23  1*^  35',  with  an  iflet  and  fome  rocks 
lying  off  its  eaft  point  of  entrance.     Conformably 
to  v'>ur  mode   of  tracing  the  continental  Ihore, 
they  were  led  up  this  opening ;  and  in  the  night 
found  themfelves  incommoded  by  the  flood  tide, 
although  they  had  conceived  from  their  former 
obfervations  on  the  tides,  that,  at  the  time  of 
their  being  difturbed  at  their  refting  place  on 
Ihore,  it  would  be  nearly  low  water,  as  the  moon 
was  tlien  paffing  the  meridian.     But,  as  the  tide 
here  varied  upwards  of  four  hours  earlier  than  in 
the  gulf  of  Georgia,  and  as  the  night  had  been 
ftiil  and  pleafant,  no  accidental  caufe  could  be 
referred  to,  which  was  likely  to  have  produced 
fo  material  an  alteration :  the  period  of  flowing, 
however,  nearly  correfponded  with  that  of  the 
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tides  at  Nootka,  and  on  the  fea-coaft  to  the  north 
of  that  place;  which  left  little  doubt,  in  the  mind 
of  Mr.  Johnftone,  that  this  unexpe(5ted  circum- 
flance  had  been  occaficiicd  by  the  channel  they 
were  in  communicating  with  the  ocean  to  the 
north-weflward.  The  examination  of  the  arm 
was  continued,  the  next  morning,  to  the  latitude 
of  50*^  40^  longitude  234**  41^  where  it  was 
thought  to  end.  But  this  appearance  proved  to 
be  a  contra6lion  only  of  the  channel,  by  two  in- 
terlocking points,  from  whence  the  Spaniards, 
who  afterwards  purfued  its  courfe,  found  its  final 
termination  in  a  N.  E.  by  N.  direction  about  three 
leagues  further.  They  agafn  reached  the  en- 
trance in  the  evening,  where  the  party  refled  for 
the  night.  This  channel,  which  I  diitinguilhed 
by  the  name  of  Loughborough's  Channel, 
was  about  a  mile  wide,  between  ftecp  and  nearly 
perpendicular  mountains,  from  whole  lofty  Sum- 
mits the  diflblving  fnow  defcended  down  their 
rugged  fides  in  many  beautiful  cafcades. 

In  the  morning  of  the  0th,  their  rcfcarchcs 
were  continued  along  the  weflern  channel,  in 
which  they  found  the  tide  favoring  their  former 
conjectures,  by  the  flood  evidently  approaching 
them  from  the  wcftward.  About  two  leagues  to 
the  weft  of  the  arm  they  had  quitted,  the  chan- 
nel again  branched  off  in  two  diredions,  one 
ftretching  a  little  to  the  northward,  the  other  a 
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little  to  the  fouthvvard  of  weft.  The  former  de- 
manded their  attention  firft,  and  was  found  to  be 
an  intricate  channel,  containing  many  funken 
rocks  and  rocky  iflets,  occafionirg  great  irregu- 
larity in  the  tides,  which  were  here  extremely 
violent ;  this  continued  about  two  leagues,  where 
the  channel  widened,  and  the  water  became  lefs 
agitated.  Their  courfe  along  the  continental 
Ihore  led  them  into  a  continuation  of  the  wef- 
tern  channel,  which  they  had  forfakcn  for  the 
purpofe  of  purfuing  this  more  northerly  one  along 
the  fliore  of  the  main  land,  by  which  means  the 
fouthern  fide  of  the  channel  they  had  paflcd 
through  was  proved  to  be  an  illand,  about  four 
leagues  in  extent.  From  hence  they  continued 
along  the  northern  fhore  of  the  great  weftern 
channel  for  the  moft  part  upwards  of  half  a 
league  wide,  in  the  firm  reliance  of  finding  it 
lead  to  the  ocean.  Under  this  impreffion,  Mr. 
Johnfcone  thought  it  of  importance  to  afccrtain 
that  fad  as  fpecdily  as  poffible  ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe, he  ftcered  over  i;o  ihe  foutlicrn  fliore,  leav- 
ing fome  openings,  with  fome  iflands  and  rocks, 
on  tiie  northern  fide,  for  future  examination. 
The  fouthern  iliore  was  found  nearly  llraight,  and 
intire,  rifmg  abruptly  from  the  fca  to  mountains 
of  great  height.  Here  they  pafled  fome  fmall 
habitations  of  the  natives,  but  the  northern  Ihore 
prcicuLcd  not  the  leaftfign  of  its  being  inhabited 

to 


1792.]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.'  243 

to  the  weftward  of  the  narrows.  A  flow  progrefs 
was  now  made  to  the  wcftward,  in  confequence 
of  a  freJJh  gale  from  that  quarter,  moll  part  of  the 
day ;  and  the  nights  and  mornings,  often  ob- 
fcured  in  a  thick  fog,  were  generally  calm. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  they  were  much 
furprized  by  the  report  of  a  gun  at  no  very  great 
diftance.  This  was  immediately  anfwered  by  a 
fwivel ;  but  no  return  was  heard.  On  the  fog 
clearing  away,  a  fmall  canoe  appeared,  which 
attended  them  until  they  reached  a  village  of 
greater  confequence,  in  point  of  fize,  than  any 
they  had  before  feen,  fituated  on  the  front  of  a 
hill  near  the  fea-fide.  The  two  Indians  in  the 
canoe,  finding  they  were  feen  by  thofe  on  fhorc, 
ventured  alongfide  our  boats ;  and,  in  the  canoe 
was  a  mufkct  with  its  appendages,  and  an  eagle 
recently  fliot,  which  eafily  accounted  for  the  dif- 
charge  heard  in  the  fog.  As  they  approached  the 
village  fcveral  canoes  vifitcd  the  party  ;  each  of 
which  was  armed  with  a  mufkct,  and  provided 
with  ammunition ;  in  one  canoe  there  were 
three  ;  thcfe  were  confidcred  as  belonging  to  a 
chief,  who  informed  them,  that  the  vilhia;e  was 
under  the  authority  o^  Maqnlmm'^,  the  chief  of 
Nootka,  who,  they  gave  our  party  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, was  then  on  Ihore.     The  village  had  the 


*  So  called  by  the  Spaniaids,  but  known  by  the  name  of 
Maiiuilla  by  the  Englilh. 
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appearance  of  being  conflruded  with  much  re- 
gularity ;  its  inhabitants  numerous,  and  all  feem- 
ingly  well  armed :  under  thefe  eircumftances  it 
was  pafTed  by,  without  further  inquiry,  agree- 
ably to  our  eftabliflied  maxim,  never  to  court  a 
danger  on  iliorc  when  neceffity  did  not  compel 
our  landing. 

A  fmall  fandy  ifland,  lying  to  the  eaftward  af 
the  village,  affords  between  it  and  the  land  on 
which  the  town  is  {Ituatcd,  a  fmall,  brut  very 
commodious,  anchorage.  This  is  not,  however, 
to  be  approached  by  the  paffage  to  the  fouth  of 
the  iiland,  that  being  navigable  only  for  very  fmall 
craft.  T*©  the  fouth  of  the  village  a  valley  ex- 
tended, apparently  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  in 
a  fouth-wTflcrly  diredlion.  Through  it  a  very  fine 
Itream  of  frefli  w-itcr  emptied  itfclf  into  the  fca, 
and,  from  the  many  wears  that  were  fecn  in  it,  it 
was  unqucftionably  well  ftocked  w  ith  filh,  though 
not  any  was  offered  for  fale,  notwithftanding  the 
iblicitation  of  our  party,  in  the  Nootka  language, 
with  whicli  the  natives  feemcd  well  acquainted. 

After  the  chief  had  received  fome  prefents, 
amongit  which  copper  feemed  to  him  the  moft 
valuable,  he,  with  moft  of  his  companions,  re- 
turned  to  the  fliore ;  and,  on  landing,  fired  fe- 
veral  mufkcts,  to  fliew,  in  all  probability,  with 
what  dexterity  they  could  ufe  thefe  weapons,  to 
\\hich  they  fccmed  as  familiarized  as  if  tlicy  had 
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been  accuftomcd  to  fire-arms  from  their  earlicft 
infancy. 

The  fhores  on  each  fide  of  the  channel  had 
materially  decreafed  in  height.  That  to  the 
northward  appeared  very  much  broken,  and  moft- 
ly  compofed  of  iflands ;  whilfi:  that  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  which  was  purfued,  remained  compad: 
and  entire.  The  iflands  to  the  north  were  ge- 
nerally formed  by  low  land  near  the  fliore,  rifing 
to  a  moderate  height,  well  wooded,  and  on  them 
the  fmoke  of  feveral  fires  was  obferved.*  This 
circumftance,  together  with  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants on  the  fouthcrn  fhore,  and  the  many  ca- 
noes that  were  fecn  paflTmg  and  repaffing,  evi- 
dently befpoke  this  country  to  be  infinitely  more 
populous  than  the  fliorcs  of  the  gulf  of  Georgia. 

The  evening  brought  our  party  to  the  termi- 
nation of  the  compa(5l  fouthern  fliore  in  its  weft 
direction,  by  a  narrow  channel  leading  to  the 
fbuth ;  and  the  main  arm,  which  from  that  fta- 
tion  took  a  north  dlredion,  fprcad  very  confi- 
derably  ;  but  the  view  to  the  well  ward  was  great- 
ly interrupted  by  fmall  iflands.  In  the  hope  of 
reaching  the  wefternmofl:  ifland  in  fight,  and  by 
that  means  of  determining  the  great  object  of 
their  purfuit,  they  proceeded  with  a  frcfli  gale 
from  the  eafl:,  attended  by  a  great  fall  of  rain, 
until  midnight ;  when,  fuppofing  themfelves  at 
the  limits  they  had  fcen  before  it  was  dark,  they 
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came  to  a  grapnell  under  the  lee  of  a  fmall  illand, 
•which  in  feme  degree  flickered  them  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  night.  This  extremely  un- 
pleafant  weather  continued  without  intermiffion, 
the  whole  of  the  next  day,  and  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1  oth.  They  had  now  been  abfent  fix 
days  out  of  the  feven  for  which  they  had  been 
provided,  and  the  fmall  remains  of  their  ftock 
were  becoming  hourly  more  infufficient  for  the 
diftant  voyage  they  had  yet  to  perform  in  re- 
turning to  the  iliips,  which  greatly  increafed  the 
mortification  they  experienced  by  this  very  un- 
looked  for  detention ;  but  a  weflerly  wind  and 
pleafant  weather  returning  with  the  morning  of 
the  loth,  they  rowed  to  an  ifland  confpicuoufly 
fituated,  from  whence  their  cxpcfflations  were 
gratified  by  a  clear  though  diltant  view  of  the 
expanfivc  ocean.  The  land  conltituting  tlte  dif- 
ferent fhores  of  the  pafTage  appeared  of  mode- 
rate heit^it,  much  broken,  and  fcemed  to  form 
various  other  channels  to  fea.  This  was  how- 
ever the  moft  capacious ;  the  wcfternmofi:  land 
of  which,  on  the  northern  fide,  bore  by  compafs 
N.  02  W.  about  five  leagues ;  and  the  weflcrn- 
mofl  land  on  the  foutbern  fide  N.  8o  \V.  about 
four  leagues  diflant.  This  illand  obtained  the 
name  of  Alleviation  Island,  from  whence 
they  directed  their  courfc  homev/ard,  being  up- 
wards of  120. miles  from  the  fliips. 
- Impelled 
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Impelled  by  reafons  of  the  moll  prcffing  na- 
ture, no  time  was  loft  In  taking  advantage  of  the 
prevailing  Hivorablc  gale,  with  which  they  kept 
on  their  return  until  midnight,  when  as   ufual, 
they  landed  for  the  night  on  the  fouthern  (liorc, 
nearly  oppofite  the  weft  end  of  the  ifland  that 
forms  the  fouth  fide  of  the  intricate  paiTage  they 
had  pailcd  through  on  the  6th.     As  the  furvey 
from  the  fhip  had  been  carried  on  by  that  route, 
and  confined  to  the  examination  of  the  northern 
or  continental  Ihorc  to  that  ftatlon,  through  paf- 
fagcs  rendered  by  various  impediments  ineligible 
as  a  navigation  for  the  fiiips,  Mr.  Johnftone  was 
dcfirous   of   purfuing  another  which   led  more 
foutherly,  and  appeared  lefs  liable  to  fuch  objec- 
tions.    Though  he  much  regretted  the  loft  op- 
portunity of  returning  by  the  favorable  gale  that 
continued  all  night,  he  waited  the  approach  of 
day,  and  departing  with  the  dawn,  had  his  wilhcs 
gratified  by  failing  through  a  clear  and  fpacious 
channel,  in  width  about  half  a  league,  without 
the  fmalleft  interruption,  or  the  leaft  irregularity 
in  the  tides.     The  fouthern  fliore,  which  from 
the  large    village   was  nearly  ftraight,  afforded 
fome  few  fmall  ba}'s,  the  land  moftly  rifing  in  an 
abrupt  manner  from  thefea  to  mountains  of  con- 
fiderablc  height,  divided  by  valleys  that  appeared 
to  extend  a  great  way  back  into  the  country ;  the 
fliores  were  tolerably  well  inhabited  by  the  na- 
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tivcs  who  lived  in  fmall  villages  near  the  water 
fide.     The  northern  fliore  was  neither  fo  high 
nor   fo  compatR: ;    fevcral  detached  rocks  were 
feen  lying  near  it,  and  it  was,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  compofed  of  rugged  rocks,  in  the  filfures  of 
which  an  abundance  of  pine  trees  were  produced, 
conftituting,  as  on  the  fouthern  Ihore,  one  intire 
foreft.     As  they  advanced  in  this  channel,  lead- 
ing nearly  in  an  eaft  and  well  direction,  they  ob- 
ferved  another  which  led  to  the  fouth,  fouth 
eaftward,  bearing  every  appearance  of  being  clear, 
navigable,  and  communicating  with  the  gulf^ 
and  one  alfo  ftrctching  to  the  north-eaftward, 
which  they  had  little  doubt  was  the  fame  they 
had  feen  after  paffing  the   narrows  on  the  4th, 
leading  to  the  S.  W.    The  former  of  thefe  they 
much  wiflied  to  explore,  but  their  provifions  be- 
ing totally  exhauftcd,  it  became  expedient  they 
fliould  join  the  fliips  without  further  delay,  and 
therefore  purfued  that  leading  to  the  north-eaft- 
ward, by  which  they  arrived  as  already  related. 

This  information  left  me  fcarcely  a  doubt  that 
the  channel  Mr.  Johnftone  had  declined  purfu- 
ing  fouth  caftwardly  towards  the  gulf,  was  the 
fame  our  boats  had  entered  leading  to  the  north- 
ward from  point  Mudge,  and  which,  on  com- 
paring the  fketches  of  the  feveral  furveys,  was 
as  nearly  as  poffible  reduced  to  a  certainty.  I 
derived  no  fmall  degree  of  fatisfadion  in  finding 
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my  cxpedations  fo  far  advanced,  for  had  our  ef- 
forts proved  ineffedlual  in  difcovcring  a  commu- 
nication with  the  ocean,  it  would  have  occupied 
the  remaining  part  of  the  feafon  to  have  examined 
the  numerous  openings  on  the  oppofitc  fliorcs  of 
the  gulf,  which  were  now  proved  to  form  the 
north-eaftcrn  fide  of  an  extenfive  ifland  or  archi- 
pelago, on  whofe  fouth-weftern  coall  Nootka  is 
fituated  ;  hence  this  tafk  now  became  unnecef- 
fary,  and  I  was  flattered  with  the  hope  of  yet  ex- 
tending our  refearches  during  the  fummer  months 
a  confiderable  diftance  to  the  northward. 

Sen''  Galiano  and  Valdes  I  made  acquainted 
with  our  difcoveries ;  and  with  my  intention  of 
departing,  in  confcquence  of  the  information  we 
had  gained,  the  firll  favourable  moment. 

When  the  village  was  pointed  out  where  Ma- 
qiihina  was  fuppofed  to  have  been,  Sen"^  Valdes 
was  of  opinion,  that  circumftance  was  highly 
probable,  knowing  he  had  authority  over  an  ex- 
tenfive country  to  the  north-weftward  of  Nootka. 
Thefe  gentlemen  received  fuch  information  of 
all  our  difcoveries  up  to  this  period  as  they  re- 
quired, and  now  begged  leave  to  decline  accom- 
panying us  further,  as  the  powers  they  poflefTed 
in  their  miferablc  veiTels,  were  unequal  to  a  co- 
operation with  us,  and  being  apprehenfive  their 
attendance  would  ictard  our  progrefs.     Sen"^  Ga- 
liano f"voured  me  with  a  copy  of  his  furvey,  and 
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Other  particulars  rck^tlvc  to  this  inlet  of  the  fea, 
which  contained  alio  that  part  ol  the  ncii^hbour- 
ing  coaft  extending   north-wellward   from   the 
llraits  of  Dc  Fuca,  beyond  Noocka  to   the  lati- 
tude of  50'  3^   loniiitude  232'^  48^     He  likcwllc 
gave  me  a  letter  to  be  forwarded  to  Sen''  Quadra 
at   Nootka,  by  Maqu'nina,  or  any  of  his  people 
with  whom  we  miirlit  clumcc  to  meet,  toirether 
with  an  introdudory  one  to  Sen'  Quadra,  when 
I  (hould  have   the  pleafure  of  meeting   him  at 
Nootka.     After  an  exchange  of  good  vvifhcs,  we 
bad  each  other  farewell,  having  experienced  much 
iatisfa<^ion,  and   mutually  received   every  kind- 
nefs  and   attention  that  our   peculiar  fituation 
could  afford  to  our   little  focicty.     From  thefc 
gentlemen  vvc  were  affured,  that  on  our  arrival 
at  Nootka  we  fliould  meet  a  moft  cordial  recep- 
tion, and  be  more   plcaf'antly  fituated   than   vvc 
could  imagine,  as   the  houfcs  had  lately  under- 
gone a  thorough  repair,  and  all  the  gardens  had 
been  put  and  kept  in  the   highell:  order,  for  the 
purpole  of  being  ib  delivered  into  our  poffeflion. 
With  a  liirht  brec/c  liom  the  northward,  in 
the  morning  of  Friday  the  13th,  we  weighed  and 
left  our  Spanifn  friends  at  anchor,  who  intended 
to  purfue  their  refcarclies  to  the  weftvvard  through 
the  channel  Mr.  Johnfrone  liad  dilbovered  ;  and 
in  commemoration  of  whofe  exertions  was   by 
me  named  Johmstone's   Straits;    and  the 
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ifland  dcfcrlbcd  by  him  on  the  0th,  was  in  com- 
pliment to  Mr  Swainc,  who  commanded  the 
other  boat,  dllVui -nil Hied  by  the  name  of  Hvim- 
\v  10 ke's  Island,  after  the  noule  carl  of  that 
title  ;  towards  which  ftralts  our  coiirfc  was  now 
bent  to  the  foiithward  trufting  we  fliould  find 
a  paffli^c  into  them  to  the  weihvard  of  point 
Mudgc. 

Little  remains  further  to  add  refped:ing  the 
itation  wc  had  juil  quitted,  but  to  ftate  the  ge- 
neral fatlsfadion  that  prc\  ailed  on  leaving  a  re- 
gion fo  truly  dcfolatc  and  inhofpitable.  During 
our  ilay  at  that  gloomy  place,  T  was  enabled  to 
take  only  ten  fcts  of  lunar  diilances ;  which, 
with  fix  fets  taken  at  our  anchora<.'^e  near  the  en- 
trance  of  the  found,  e;ave  a  mean  refult  for  the 
longitude  235''  :/  3o'.  Kendal's  chronometer^ 
by  ten  fets  of  altitudes  taken  on  diiicrent  days, 
fhewed  the  mean  refult,  allowing  the  Birch  bay- 
rate  to  be  23o"  2\\  This  I  confidered  to  be 
nearer  the  truth  than  that  deduced  from  the  few 
lunar  obfervations  above  mentioned,  and  have 
accordini!;lv  adontcd  it  as  the  lon5i;itude  of  Defo- 
lation  found,  whofc  latitude  by  fix  meridional 
altitudes  of  the  fun  was  found  to  be  50°  1 1''. 
The  mean  rciult  of  eighteen  fets  of  azimuths 
taken  on  board,  diltering  from  1  /"  45''  to  23", 
gave  19°  1 0^  eafterly  variation ;  fevcntcen  fets 
taken  on  lliorc  differed  from   14°  26'  to  \<f  30^ 
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gave  a  mean  rcfult  of  lO^*  variation  ii\  s.^c  fwnc 
cUrcdion.  The  irregularity  of  the  tides  was  fucli 
that  no  corrcd:  inferences  could  well  be  drawn. 
They  aj)peared  to  he  principally  influenced  by 
local  or  incidental  caufcs ;  poflibly  by  the  opera- 
tion of  both.  They  were  greatly  affeded  by  the 
diredion  or  force  of  the  winds,  which  feemed  as 
equally  to  ad  on  the  rife  and  the  fall,  as  on  the 
current  when  there  was  any.  This,  however, 
"was  not  always  the  cafe ;  as  in  the  courfc  of 
fi)me  days  there  would  not  be  the  leaft  percep- 
tible fLrciim  ;  and  in  others  a  very  rapid  one,  that 
generally  continued  in  the  fame  diredion  twenty 
four  hours,  and  fonietimes  longer.  The  time  of 
h'y.th  water  was  equally  vague  and  undefmable ; 
this  I  attributed  to  its  infular  fituation,  nearly  at 
the  extremity  of  the  influence  of  two  tides  flow- 
ing from  diredly  oppoiite  points,  caufmg  their 
divided  Itieams  to  act,  according  to  the  inci- 
dental cireumflanees  that  might  operate  upon 
them. 

In  this  route  we  pafled  through  the  aflem- 
blage  of  iflands  and  rocks  lying  at  fome  diftancc 
before  the  entrance  into  Dcfolation  found ;  fome 
of  which  prefented  an  appearance  infinitely  more 
grateful  than  that  of  the  interior  country.  Thefe 
were  nioflly  of  a  moderate  height  from  the  fea, 
tolerably  well  wooded,  and  the  fliores  not  wholly 
compofcd  of  rugged  rocks,  afforded  fome  fmall 
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bayb  bounded  by  Ikndy  benches.  Tlie  w  liid  con- 
tinued light  from  the  northern  quarter,  and  the 
weather  being  fercnc  and  pleafant,  made  a  mofl 
agreeable  change.  Numberlcfs  whales  enjoying 
the  feafon,  were  playing  about  the  fliip  in  every 
<lirc6lion ;  as  were  alio  fcveral  feals ;  the  latter 
liad  been  fecn  in  txvcat  abundance  dnrina;  our  re- 
fidencc  in  Defolation  found,  and  in  all  the  re- 
mote excurfions  of  our  boats,  but  they  were  1(> 
extremely  watchful  and  iliy,  that  not  one  could 
be  taken.  Thelc  animals  fcemcd  to  have  had 
the  cxclufivc  poircffion  of  the  gloomy  region  \\'c 
had  juft  quitted ;  but  the  fcene  now  before  us 
was  more  congenial  to  our  minds,  not  only  from 
the  different  afpedl  of  the  (liorcs,  but  from  the: 
attention  of  the  friendly  Indians,  who,  as  we 
were  crofling  the  gulf,  vifited  us  in  fevcral  ca- 
noes, with  young  birds,  moftly  fca  fowl,  fifli,  and 
fomc  berries,  to  barter  for  our  trinkets  and  other 
commodities.  Soon  after  mid-day  we  anchored 
about  half  a  ml'.c  to  the  northward  of  point 
Mudgc,  in  37  fathoms  water,  on  a  bottom  of 
black  fand  and  mud.  A  very  ftrong  Jiood  tide 
came  from  the  northward,  and  although  nearly 
convinced  that  our  conjcdures  were  right,  the 
launch  and  cutter  with  lieutenant  Puget  and  Mr. 
Whidbey,  were  immediately  difpatched  to  exa- 
mine the  channel  as  to  its  communication  with 
Johnftone'b  llrai^liti  ;  that  lu.  the  event  of  there 
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being  any  obftrudions  where  luch  rapid  tides 
were  running,  we  might  have  fufficicnt  notice, 
and  be  prepared  to  avoid  them. 

From  the  village  fituated  on  point  Mudge,  wc 
were  vifitcd  by  feveral  of  the  natives,  who  brought 
fifli  and  the  wild  fruits  of  their  country,  which 
they  exchanged  for  our  European  articles,  in  a 
very  fair  and  honeft  manner. 

After  dinner,   accompanied   by  \Ay.   Mcnzies 
and  fome  of  the  officers,  I  went  on  fliore  to  re- 
turn the  vifit  of  our  friends,  and  to  indulge  our 
curiofity.     On  landing  at  the  village,  which  is 
fituated  a  little  to  the   N.  W.  within   the  pro- 
montory, and  nearly  at   the  fummit  of  a  fleep 
fandy  cliff,  we  were  received  by  a  man  who  ap- 
peared to   be  the  chief  of  the  party.     He  ap- 
proached us  alone,   feemingly  with  a  degree  of 
formality,  though  with  the  utmoll  confidence  of 
his  own  fecurity,  whilil  the   rell  of  the  fociety, 
apparently  numerous,  were  arranged  and  feared 
in  the  moft  peaceable  manner  before  their  houfes. 
I  made  him  fuch   pref^nts  as  l;;emed  not  only  to 
pleafe  him  exceffively,  but  to  confirm  him  in  the 
good  opinion  with  which  he   was   prepolleffcd ; 
and  he  immediately  conduded  us  up  to  the  vil- 
lage by  a  very  narrow  path  winding  diagonally  up 
the  cliff,  ellimated  by  us  to  be  about  an  hundred 
feet  in  height,  and  within  a  few  degrees  of  being 
perpendicular.     Clole  to  the  edge  of  this  preci- 
pice 
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pice  ftood  the  village,  the  houfes  of  which  were 
built  after  the  fafhion  of  Nootlva,  though  fmaller, 
not  exceeding  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  height,  nearly 
clofe  together  in  rows,  feparated  by  a  narrow 
palfage  fufBciently  wide  only  for  one  perfbn.  On 
the  beach,  at  the  foot  of  the  cliff,  were  about 
fevcnty  canoes  of  fmall  dimenfions,  though 
amongft  them  were  fome  that  would  carry  at  Icaft 
fifteen  perfons  with  great  convenience.  On  a 
computation,  therefore,  deduced  from  thefe  and 
other  circumftances,  we  wer'°  led  to  confider  that 
this  village,  though  occupying  a  very  Imall  fpace, 
could  not  contain  lefs  than  three  hundred  per- 
fons. The  fpot  where  it  was  ereded  appeared 
to  be  well  chofen  to  infure  its  proteAion ;  the 
fleep  loofe  flmdy  precipice  fccurcd  it  in  front, 
and  its  rear  was  defended  by  a  deep  chufm  in  the 
rocks ;  beyond  thefe  was  a  thick  and  nearly  im- 
penetrable forcll :  fo  that  the  only  means  of  ac- 
cefs  was  by  the  narrow  path  we  had  ascended, 
which  could  cafily  be  maintained  againil  very 
fuperior  numbers.  Having  gratified  our  curiofity, 
and,  in  return  tor  the  cordial  attention  of  thcfc 
friendly  people,  made  our  acknov.lcdgmcnts  by 
prcfcnts  of  fuch  trivial  urticlrs  as  we  had  about 
us,  we  took  our  leave  oi' tlic  village  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  indulging  ourfclvcs  before  dark,  with  a 
refretliing  walk,  on  a  lov/  !i5ar;..';in  of  land  ex- 
tending from  the  more  elc\ul','d  woodland  coun- 
try. 
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try,  feme  dlftance  along  the  water-fide  to  the 
northward ;  a  luxury  we  had  not  for  fome  time 
experienced.  In  this  excurfion,  which  was  ex- 
tremely grateful  and  pleafant,  we  faw  two  fe- 
pulchres  built  with  plank  about  five  feet  in 
height,  feven  in  length,  and  four  in  breadth. 
Thefe  boards  were  curioufly  perforated  at  the 
ends  and  fides,  and  the  tops  covered  with  loofc 
pieces  of  plank,  as  if  for  the  purpofe  of  admit- 
ting as  great  a  circulation  of  air  as  poffible  to  the 
human  bones  they  enclofed,  which  were  evident- 
ly the  relics  of  many  different  bodies.  A  few  of 
the  Indians  attended  us  in  our  walk,  picking  the 
berries  from  the  trees  as  wc  palfcd,  and  with 
much  civility  prcfciiting  them  to  us  on  green 
leaves.  The  evening  approaching  obliged  us  to 
return  on  board,  againit  a  very  ftrong  ebb  tide. 

The  Chatham  having  been  detained  fome 
hours  in  Dcfolation  found  after  we  had  failed, 
had  now  arrived  and  anchored  near  us.  She  had 
been  ftoppcd  by  her  anchor  when  nearly  half  up, 
hooking  a  rock  ;  every  means  that  could  be  de- 
vii'cd  had  been  reforted  to  v»ithout  effedl,  until 
the  moment  when  they  were  about  to  cut  it 
away,  it  cleared  itfelf,  which  fortunately  favcd 
the  anclior  and  cable. 

With  a  frclh  breeze  from  the  N.  W.  and  a 
continuation  of  pleafant  weather,  at  high  water 
abjut  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Saturday 
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the  14th,  we  were  under  fail,  and  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  thi^  ebb  tidc^  turned  about  four  lcaguer> 
up  the  inlet  towards  a  commodious  anchoring 
place,  that  had  been  difcovcrcd  by  our  boats,  and 
was  the  appointed  rendezvous  on  the  return  of 
the  launch  and  cutter.  x\bout  fix  o'clock  we 
arrived  and  anchored  in  24  fathoms  water,  fandy 
bottom.  In  this  fituation  each  fide  of  the  arm 
formed  a  bay  affording  commodious  anchorage ; 
and  that  on  the  weftern  fide  being  the  moft  ex- 
tenfive  was  preferred.  Nearly  in  the  centre  is  a 
Ihallow  bank  of  fand,  with  a  navigable  palfage 
all  around  it.  The  Ihips  were  Rationed  between 
this  bank  and  the  north  fide  of  the  bay,  near  a 
fmall  Indian  village,  whofc  inhabitants  had  little 
to  difpofe  of,  though  they  were  very  civil  and 
friendly.  Whilft  turning  up  in  the  fliip,  many 
of  the  natives  came  off;  but  the  fwiftnefs  of 
our  motion  prevented  tli-'ir  coming  on  board. 

The  clearnefs  of  the  fky  aiid  atmofphere  en- 
abled me  to  procure  fome  ohfer>  ..u.lons,  by  which 
our  latitude  was  afcertained  1j  be  50°  ']'  3o". 
Ten  fets  of  lunar  diftanccS;  with  thofe  made  in 
Defolation  found,  amounL.ng  in  all  to  twenty- 
fix  fets  taken  on  different  fides  of  tlic  moon> 
brought  forward  by  Kendal's  chronometer  and 
the  protraction,  agreeing  extremely  weii  toge- 
ther ;  gave  the  mean  refult  of  the  longitude  by 
the  lunar  diftances   15M5"  to  the  weft  ward  of 

Vol.  IL  S  the 


K 


t  \  1 


\  ' 


i 


I 


■i  ifl«1^ii"A'iff'iT  ill-  -■  *--  ^-^^ 


r 


I 


15S 
the 


A  VOYAGE  OF  DISCOVERY 


C 


JULY, 


I 


watch.  On  fuch  authority,  howevei_ 
could  not  poflibly  determine  that  the  chrono- 
meter erred  fo  materially ;  yet  had  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that  it  was  not  gaining  at  the  rate  we  had 
allowed  fmce  our  departure  from  Birch  bay.  The 
true  longitude,  therefore,  of  the  refpecftive  places 
hereafter  mentioned,  from  Defolation  found  to 
Nootka,  will  be  deduced  from  fuch  obfervations 
as  I  was  enabled  to  make  at  the  latter  place  for 
corre^ling  the  error  of  the  chronometer ;  by 
which,  according  to  the  Birch  bay  rate,  the  lon- 
gitude of  our  prefcnt  rendezvous  was  234"  5'^' ) 
its  true  longitude,  by  fubfequent  obfervations, 
234°  52i^ ;  the  variation  of  the  compafs  by  three 
fets  of  azimuths,  18"  30^  eaftvvardly. 

From  point  Mudgc  to  this  bay  the  channel  is 
nearly  Itraight ;  the  weftern  fhore  is  compact, 
the  eaftern  one  has  fome  rocky  iilets  and  rocks 
lying  near  it ;  it  is  about  half  a  league  wide  ;  in 
turning  up  we  found  not  the  fmallcll  obftruc- 
tion  ;  and  the  fliores  are  fufficicntly  bold  lor  vef- 
leis  to  fiand  as  clofc  to  them  as  inclination  may 
dired:.  Imnicdiately  above  this  ftation  the  chan- 
nel contrads  to  a  fliort  half  mile,  by  the  projcd:- 
ing  land  that  forms  the  north  fules  of  thefe  two 
bays,  and  by  an  ifland  on  the  eaflern  fliore  (na- 
vigable round  for  boats  only)  which  projects  fo 
far  as  to  reduce  the  channel  to  nearly  one  half 
its  width.     The  tide,  fcttlng  to  the  fuutliward 
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through  this  confined  paflage,  ru(hes  with  fuch 
immenfe  impetuofity  as  to  produce  the  appear- 
ance of  falls  confiderably  high  ;  though  not  the 
ieaft  obftrudion  of  either  rocks  or  fands,  fo  far  as 
we  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  it,  appeared 
to  exift.  The  returning  tide  to  the  north,  though 
very  rapid,  does  not  run  with  fuch  violence  ;  this 
was  eftimated  to  move  at  the  rate  of  about  four 
or  five  miles  ;  the  other,  at  feven  or  eight  miles 
per  hour.  They  feemed  regular  in  their  quar- 
terly change,  but  the  vifible  rife  and  fall  by  the 
Ihore  in  this  fituation  was  fo  inconfidcrahle  as  to 
allow  us  merely  to  diflinguifh  the  ebb  from  the 
flood  tide. 

In  the  evening  of  the  14th  our  boats  rc.urned, 
having  found  the  channel  from  thefe  narrow 
parts  gradually  increafmg  its  width  to  a  mile, 
and  half  a  league,  and  to  communicate  with 
Johnftouc's  ftraits  in  nearly  the  fame  N.  N.  W, 
diredioD,  about  four  leagues  further,  without  any 
vifible  obftrudion  or  impediment  to  the  naviga- 
tion. The  ealtern  lhore>  like  that  to  the  north- 
ward, was  much  broken  ;  the  weftern  Ihore  con- 
tinued firm,  and  afforded  fome  fmall  bays  in 
which  there  was  good  anchorage.  As  they  pro- 
ceeded ^  not  any  inhabitants  were  feen,  but,  on 
returning,  they  met  twenty  canoes  filled  with 
Indians,  who,  at  firft,  were  a  little  diliant,  but 
at  length  approached  our  party  with  confidence, 
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and  with  every  appearance  of  civility  and  fricnd- 
iliip. 

Thefe  were  obfervcd  to  be  more  varioully 
painted  than  any  of  the  natives  our  gentlemen 
had  before  feen.  The  faces  of  feme  were  made 
intirely  white,  fome  red,  black,  or  lead  colour ; 
whilfl  others  were  adorrcd  with  feveral  colours ; 
and  the  generality  had  their  hair  decorated  with 
the  down  of  young  fca-fowl.  In  thcfc  refpedls 
they  evidently  approached  nearer  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  people  of  Nootka,  than  of  any  other 
we  had  yet  feen,  either  in  the  entrance  of  the 
ftraits  of  Dc  Fuca,  or  in  the  gulf  of  Georgia. 

The  winds  bciiis;  too  lle;ht  and  variable  to 
command  the  fliip  againfl  the  influence  of  fuch 
rapid  tides,  we  were  under  the  neceffity  of  wait- 
ing for  the  ebb  in  thr  afternoon  of  the  follow  ing 
day,  Sunday  the  15th,  when,  with  pleafant  wea- 
ther and  a  frcfli  breeze  at  N.  W.  we  weighed 
about  three  o'clock,  turned  through  the  narrows, 
and,  having  gained  about  three  leagues  by  the 
time  it  was  nearly  dark,  we  anchored  on  the 
weflern  Ihore  in  a  fmall  bay,  on  a  bottom  of  fand 
and  mul,  in  ?o  fathoms  water,  to  wait  the  fa- 
vorable return  of  tide  On  ^/I')nday  morning 
the  lOtii,  with  the  airidancc  of  a  frcfh  N.  W. 
wind,  and  the  Itrcam  of  ebb,  we  fhortly  reached 
Johnftone's  ftraits  ;  pafiing  a  point  w  hich,  after 
our  little  confort,  1  named  Point  Chatham, 
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fituatcd  in  latitm'c  .13°  KjV,  longitude  235°  45^. 
This  point  is  rendered  confpicuous  by  the  con- 
fluence of  three  channels,  two  of  which  take 
their  refpecflive  diredions  to  the  wcftward  and 
fouth-eaftward  towards  the  ocean,  as  alfo  by  a 
fmall  bay  on  each  fide  ;  by  three  rocky  illets 
clofe  to  the  fouth,  and  by  fome  rocks,  over  which 
the  fea  breaks  to  the  north. 

Immediately  on  our  entering  thcfe  ftraits,  we 
were  affeded  by  more  fwell  than  we  had  expe- 
rienced in  this  inland  navigation,  indicating  that 
the  ocean,  in  a  weflerly  diredlion  was  not  quite 
fo  remote  as,  by  Mr.  Johnftone,  it  had  been  ef- 
timated. 

In  the  bay,  to  the  north-wcftward  of  point 
Chatham,  was  fituated  an  Indian  village,  from 
whence  fome  of  the  natives  attempted  to  give  us 
their  company ;  but  the  wind,  blowing  heavily 
in  fqualls,  prevented  their  venturing  alongiide. 
After  we  had  proceeded  about  ten  miles  from 
point  Chatham,  the  tide  made  fo  powerfully 
againfl  us  as  obliged  us,  about  break faft  time,  to 
become  again  flationary  in  a  bay  on  the  northern 
fhore  in  32  fathoms  water.  The  land,  under 
which  we  anchored,  was  a  narrow  illand,  whvh 
I  diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of  Ttiurlow's 
Island,  it  is  about  eight  leagues  long,  and  was 
pafled  to  the  northward  by  Mr.  Johnilone  in 
going,  and  to  the  S.  E.  on  his  return.     The  bay 

5  3  was 


ti 


M 


.  w 


p  l^ 

^^.;| 


P5 : 


262  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [jULYj, 

was  obferved  to  be  in  latitude  50°  23^  longitude 
234"  32^;  three  fets  of  azimuths  gave  the  varia- 
tion 1 9"  eaftwardly  ;  it  affords  good  anchorage  ; 
and  wood  and  water  may  be  eafily  procured.  Our 
efforts  with  the  feine,  though  unremitted,  were 
ineffedual,  not  having  afforded  us  the  leaft  fup- 
ply  fmce  our  departure  from  Birch  bay ;  nor, 
with  the  hooks  and  hnes,  had  we  been  more  fuc- 
ccfsful.  About  four  in  the  afternoon,  we  agaii^ 
proceeded,  but  made  little  progrefs  againft  a  frelh 
weftcrly  gale.  In  the  evening  we  palfed  another 
village,  when  the  inhabitants,  more  knowing 
than  their  neighbours,  embraced  the  opportunity 
of  the  fhip  being  at  ftays,  of  felling  a  few  fmall 
frefh  falmon.  They  had  fome  with  them  ready 
cooked,  and  they  feemed  to  have  great  pleafurc 
in  throwing  them  on  board  as  we  pafTcd  their 
canoes.  Wc  anchored  again  about  nine  in  the 
evening,  on  the  fouthern  Ihore,  nearly  abreaft  of 
the  weft  end  of  Thurlow's  ifland,  in  22  fathoms, 
fandy  bottom  ;  having  gained,  this  tide,  little 
more  three  leagues. 

The  wind  blew  ftrong  from  the  weftward, 
with  fqualls,  during  the  night ;  and  when  wc 
weighed,  at  three  in  the  morning  of  Tuelday 
the  1  rth,  wc  were  obliged  to  ply,  under  doublc- 
leefed  topfails,  to  windward,  with  little  profped 
of  making  much  progrefs,  until  we  had  pailcd 
Thurlow's  and  Hardwick's  illands. 
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The  meeting  of  thcfe  channels  added  great 
velocity  to  the  tides ;  and,  as  the  day  advanced, 
the  weather  became  fair  and  plcafant,  which  en- 
abled us  to  fpread  all  our  canvafs ;  yet  we  were 
very  apprehenfive  of  lofnig,  by  the  adverfe  tide, 
all  we  had  gained  by  the  favorable  ftream ;  not 
having  been  able  to  reach  the  bottom  with  100 
fathoms  of  line,  although  repealed  trials  had  bcei> 
made,  on  travcrfmg  within  a  fliip's  length  of  each 
lliore.  At  laft,  about  eleven,  in  a  fmall  bay  on 
the  fouthern  fide,  foundings  were  gained  at  the 
depth  of  fifty  hithoms,  where  we  inllantly  an- 
chored, about  half  a  cable's  length  from  the  rocks, 
to  wait  the  return  of  the  favorable  current,  not 
knowing  by  what  name  to  call  it.  That  which 
came  from  the  eaftv/ard  we  had  ftiled  the  ebb  ; 
but,  on  going  on  Ihore  to  obferve  the  latitude, 
the  ftrcam  that  came  rapidly  from  the  weftward, 
appeared  to  be  the  reflux,  as  the  water  on  the 
fhore,  during  the  afternoon,  had  evidently  retired, 
though  to  no  very  great  diftance. 

Our  ftation  here  was  nearly  oppofitc  the  firfl: 
opening  on  the  northern  Ihore,  palled  by  unexr 
amined  by  Mr.  Johnftone;  who  had  alfo  declined 
vifiting  two  others,  apparently  on  the  continent, 
further  to  the  wcftward.  Lieutenant  Puget  and 
Mr.  Whidbey,  were  difpatched  in  the  launch  and 
cutter,  in  order  to  explore  the  former,  lying  from 
us  N.  50  £.;  about  a  league  dlftant,  with  inftruc- 
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tions  to  join  me,  in  the  fliip,  either  in  the  third 
unexplored  opening  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
ftraits,  or  at  the  village  where  Maquinna  was 
ftated  to  be  ;  it  being  my  intention,  that  the 
Chatham  fliould  purfue  the  fecond  opening,  whilft 
I  proceeded  in  order  to  procure  an  interview  with 
Maquinna,  through  whom  I  might  be  able  to  in- 
form Sen""  Quadra  of  the  time  he  might  expedl 
to  fee  us,  and  forward  Sen'  Galiano's  letter. 

In  the  afternoon  we  were  vifited  by  two  ca- 
noes, having  a  mufket,  with  all  the  neccffary  ap- 
purtenances in  each.  Thefe  were  the  firft  fire- 
arms we  had  feen  from  the  fliips,  but,  from  the 
number  Mr.  Johnftone  had  feen  in  his  late  excur- 
fion,  it  vNOuld  appear,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
particular  part  are  amply  provided  with  thefe  for- 
midable weapons. 

Having  the  tide  in  our  favor,  at  four  o'clock 
we  quitted  this  itation,  the  latitude  of  which  was 
found  to  be  in  5o"27^  longitude  235°  53^  At 
this  time,  it  appeared  to  be  low  tide,  the  water 
having  fallen,  lince  my  landing  in  the  forenoon, 
nearly  five  feet ;  the  flream  was  in  our  favor, 
though  running  at  a  very  gentle  rate,  and  the 
wind  from  the  N,  W.  being  very  light,  we  ad- 
vanced fo  flowly,  that,  by  ten  at  night,  we  had 
only  gained  three  leagues,  where  another  fmall 
bay,  or  cove,  was  feen  on  the  fouthern  Ihore,  with 
low  land  extending  fome  diflance  from  the  moun-^ 
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tains.  Here  I  was  in  hopes  of  finding  a  connino- 
<lious  rcfting  place,  but  was  obHged  to  ftand  very- 
near  to  tlic  (liorc  before  foundings  could  he  g  lin- 
ed ;  at  length,  with  forty  fathoms  of  line,  th  : 
bottom  was  reached,  and  on  wearing,  which  the 
fliip  did  very  brill^ly,  in  order  to  anchor  in  a  leik 
depth  of  water,  our  next  caft  was  ten  fathoms, 
when  the  anchor  was  inlbmtly  let  go ;  yet,  be* 
fore  we  had  veered  a  third  of  the  cable,  the  Ihip 
grounded  abaft ;  but,  on  ^ving  in  a  few  fathoms 
of  the  cable,  flic  very  c  y  iVung  off  the  bank. 
71ie  Chatham  grounded  alfo,  and  was  likcwife 
<2;ot  off  with  little  difficulty. 

At  this  ilation,  it  was  again  low  water  about 
four  on  Wednefday  morning,  or  nearly  fo,  as  the 
inner  part  of  the  bank  on  which  we  had  ground- 
ed, and  at  that  time  was  covered  with  water,  was 
dry  at  no  great  diilance  from  us.  We  again  pro- 
ceeded, with  the  current  in  our  favor,  to  the  vveft- 
wartl ;  and  on  pafling  two  fmall  villages  of  the 
natives,  a  few  of  the  inhabitants,  from  each,  paid 
Ui  llicir  rcfpedls.  At  this  time  we  were  nearly 
abreait  of  the  fecond  opening,  palled  by  unex- 
amined by  Mr.  Johnffcone.  It  appeared  infinitely 
more  capacious  than  the  other,  which,  agreeably 
to  my  former  intentions,  Mr..  Broughton  was  di- 
reded  to  purfue,  appointing  the  fame  rendezvous 
with  him,  that  had  been  fixed  for  the  boats. 
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We  remained  under  fail  the  whole  day,  but 
made  fo  Httle  way,  that  by  nine  at  night,  we  had 
advanced  about  five  leagues  only.  Then,  in  a 
fmall  bay,  clofe  t(j  I  he  rocks  on  the  fouthern  ihore, 
we  aprain  anchored,  in  forty-five  fathoms  water, 
fandy  bottom. 

Light  variable  winds  prevented  our  failing 
^ntll  eight  in  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  19th, 
when,  \.ith  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  eaftward, 
wc  weighed  ;  and,  what  was  not  a  little  extra- 
ordinary, without  heaving  the  leaft  flrain  on  the 
cable,  on  f  fhing  the  anchor,  its  lower  arm  was 
difcovered  to  be  broken  ofF  clofe  to  the  crown, 
and  to  have  been  left  at  the  bottom.  On  further 
examination,  it  proved  to  have  been  jufl  welded 
round  the  furfacc,  fo  as  barely  to  hold  the  parts 
together,  within  which  the  bars,  compofmg  the 
internal  mafs,  prcfcrved  their  original  unaltered 
fhape,  dillindly  fcparate  from  each  other ;  and, 
in  the  fpaces  remained  the  blackfmith's  coal, 
without  any  appearance  of  their  having  under- 
gone the  adion  of  fire. 

Whilft  we  remained  ina<5\ive  the  fore  part  of 
the  morning,  our  time  was  not  unprofitably  em- 
ployed, in  receiving  the  welcome  vifits  of  fome 
hofpitable  friends  from  the  fhore ;  who  brought 
\is  fuch  an  abundant  fupply  of  frefh  falmon,  that 
\yc  purchafcd  a  fufficient  number  to  ferve  the 
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crew  as  long  as  they  would  keep  pfood ;  wl."uh 
was  a  great  relief  from  our  falted  provifioii^,  Ixii  ^ 
a  luxury  we  had  not  lately  experienced. 

We  had  not  long  hcen  under  lail,  when  the 
officers,  who  had  been  difpatched  in  the  bt>at:>  lui 
the  l/th,  arrived  on  board.     From  tla  le  gentle- 
men  I  became  acquainted,   that  they   had  ex.a- 
mined  the  inlet  to  which  they  had  b(  en  directed. 
Off  its  weilern  point  lies  a  Imall  ilKuid  ;  it^s  en- 
trance is  about  half  a  mile  wide,  but  with  no 
more  than  four  fathoms  water  in  mid-channel ; 
from  whence  it  extends  about  eight  miles,   in  a 
dircdion  N.  75  E.;  this  depth  however  incrcakd 
as  they  advanced,  to  five,  fix,  and  feven  fathom.s, 
affording  good  anchorage  about  two  thirds  of  the 
way  up  :  beyond  which  limits,  like  all  the  chan- 
nels of  this  kind  that  we  had  explored,  it  termi- 
nated in  fliallow  water.  The  country  bore  a  more 
pleafnig  afpedl  than  that  feen  from  Johnftone's 
Itraits ;  and  the  foil,  where  they  landed,  at   the 
upper  part,   was  compofed  of  black  mould  and 
fand,  producing  pine-trees  of  large  dimenfions. 
They  faw  one  run  of  water  at  the  head  ;  but  the 
flioal  llrctching  from  thence,  prevented  their  af- 
certaining  its  qualities  ;  yet  as  a  deferted  village 
was  obfervcd  halfway  up  on  the  northern  (hore, 
in  all  probability  this  place  is   not  deftitvite  of 
wholefome    water,    the    only    undifcovered    rc- 
quifitc  to  conflitute  it  a  very  fnug  and  commo- 
dious 
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dious  port;  to  which  I  gave  the  name  of  Port 
Neville. 

The  weather  was  fcrene  and  pleafant,  but  the 
wind  fo  hght  and  variable,  that,  although  wc 
were  not  more  than  four  leagues  from  the  village 
where  we  expeded  to  meet  Maquinna  ;  it  was 
not  nntil  paft  ten  at  night  that  we  reached  that 
ftation,  when  we  anchored  juft  without  the  fandy 
ifland,  in  fevcn  fathoms  water. 

The  next  morning  (hewed  the  village  in  our 
neighbourhood  to  be  large;  and,  from  the  number 
of  our  vifitros,  it  appeared  to  be  very  populous. 
Thefe  brought  us  the  {kins  of  the  fea-otter,  of 
an  excellent  quality,  in  great  abundance,  which 
were  bartered  for  flieet-copper,  and  blue  cloth  ; 
thofe  articles  being  in  the  higheft  eftimation 
amongft  them.  Moll:  of  thefe  people  underftood 
the  language  of  Nootka,  though  it  did  not  appear 
to  be  generally  fpokcn. 

The  Ty~cic,  or  chief  of  the  village,  paid  us  an 
early  vifit,  and  received  from  me  fome  prefents 
which  highly  delighted  him.  I  underftood  his 
name  to  be  Chejlakees.  He  acknowledged  Ma- 
quhina  to  be  a  greater  chief;  as  he  alfo  did  Wtca- 
nanijli ;  but,  fo  far  as  I  could  learn,  he  did  not 
confider  himfelf  to  be  under  the  authority  of 
cither. 

On  inquiring  if  Maqiitnna  was  at  the  village, 
he  anfwercd  in  the  negative,  faying  they  feldom 
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vifitcd ;  and  that  it  was  a  journey  of  tour  days 
acrofs  the  land  to  Nootka  found,  which  from 
hence  towards  the  S.  S.  W.  is  about  twenty 
leagues  diftant. 

Accompanied  by   fame  of  the  officers,    Mr. 
Menzies,  and  our  new  gueft  Chr/Iakees,  I  repaired 
to  the  village,  and  found  it  plealantly  fituatcd  on 
a  floping  hill,  above  the  banks  of  a  fine  frcfli- 
water  rivulet,  difcharging  itfelf  into  a  fmall  creek 
or  cove.     It  was  expofed  to  a  fouthern  afped:, 
whilft   higher  hills  behind,   covered  with  lofty 
pines,  flieltered  it  completely  from  the  northern 
winds.    The  houfcs,  in  number  thirty-four,  were 
arranged  in  regular  llreets ;  the  larger  ones  were 
the  habitations  of  the  principal  people,  who  had 
them   decorated  with  paintings  and  other  orna- 
ments,  forming  various  figures,  apparently  the 
rude  defigns  of  fancy  ;  though  it  is  by  no  means 
improbable,  they  might  annex  fome  meaning  to 
the  figures  they  dcfcribed,  too  remote,  or  hierogly- 
phical,  for  our  comprehenfion.    The  houfe  of  our 
leader  C'jflahes  was  diftinguifhed  by  three  rafters 
of  {tout  timber  raifcd  above  the  roof,  according 
to  the  architcdlure  of  Nootka,  though  much  in- 
ferior to  thofe  I  had  there  feen  in  point  of  fize  ; 
the  whole,  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  creek, 
prcfehtcd  a  very  piclurefque  appearance.  ^   .-.*'. 

On  our  landing,  three  or  four  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, only,  came  down  to  receive  us  at  the  beach; 
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the  reft  quietly  remained  near  their  lioufcs.  Thefc, 
Chtjlakces  informed  me,  were  his  near  relations, 
who  confequently  received,  in  the  lliape  of  prc- 
fents,  compliments  from  me,  with  which  they 
fccmed  greatly  plcafed. 

The  houfcs  were  conftru6led  after  the  manner 
at  Nootka,  but  appeared  rather  Icfs  filthy,  and 
the  inhabitants  were  undoubtedly  of  the  fame 
nation,  differing  little  in  their  drcfs,  or  general 
deportment.  Several  families  lived  under  the 
fame  roof;  but  their  fleeping  apartments  were 
feparated,  and  more  decency  fecmcd  to  be  ob- 
ferved  in  their  domclVic  economy,  than  I  recol- 
ledcd  to  be  the  pradicc  at  Nootka.  The  wo- 
men, who  in  proportion  appeared  numerous,  were 
varioufly  employed;  fome  in  their  different  houfe- 
hold  affairs,  others  in  the  manufadure  of  their 
garments  from  bark  and  other  materials ;  though 
no  one  was  engaged  in  making  their  woollen  ap- 
parel, which  I  much  regretted.  The  fabrication 
of  mats  for  a  variety  of  purpofes,  and  a  kind  of 
bafket,  wrought  fo  curioully  clofe,  as  to  contain 
water  like  an  earthen  velTel  without  the  leaft 
leakage  or  drip,  comprehended  the  general  em- 
ployment of  the  women,  who  were  not  iefs  in- 
duftrious  than  ingenious. 

As  inquiries  into  the  laudable  ingenuity  of 
others  are  not  to  be  fatisfied  in  the  civilized  w  orld 
without  fome  expence,  fo  inveftigations  of  the 

like 
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like  nature   amonp;ft:    the   uncultivated   regions 
were  not  to  be  liad  in  this  focicty  without  due 
acknowledgments,  which  were  folicited  by  thefc 
female  artizans  in  every  houfc  wc  entered  ;  and 
{o  abundant  were  their  demands,  that  although 
I  confidered  myfelf  amply  provided  for  the  occa- 
fion  with  beads,  hawk's  bells,  and  other  trinkets, 
my  box,  as  well  as  my  pockets,  and  thofe  of  the 
gentlemen  who  were  of  the  party,  were  foon 
nearly  emptied.     At  the  conclufion  of  this  vifit 
wc  were  entertained  at  the  houfe  of  an  elderly 
chief,  to  whom  Chcjlakees,  and  every  other  per- 
fon  paid  much  refpedt,  with  a  fong  by  no  means 
un melodious,  though  the  performance  of  it  was 
rendered  exceflively  favage,  by  the  uncouth  gef- 
tures,  and  rude  adions  accompanying  it,  fimilar 
to  the  reprefcntations  I  had  before  feen  at  Nootka. 
The  fong  being  finillicd,  wc  were  each  prefcnted 
with  a  ftrip  of  fea-otter  lliin  ;  the  diftribution  of 
which  occupied  fomc  time.  After  this  ceremony 
a  fong  from  the  ladies  was  expeded ;  and  during 
this  interval,  I  obferved  in  the  hands  of  the  nu- 
merous tribe  that  now  furrounded  us,  many  fpears 
pointed  with  iron,  clubs,  large  knives,  and  other 
weapons  with  which  they  were  not  furnilhed  on. 
our  firlt  approach  to  the  village.     I  was  not  al- 
together fatisfied  with  this  change  in  their  ap- 
pearance, though  I  had  every  reafon  to  believe 
tlicir  intentions  were  of  the  mofl  inoffenfive  na- 
ture. 
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Uire,  and  that  it  was  vnail  probable  they  had  thm: 
produced  their  arms  to  fhew  their  wcaltli,  and 
iniprefs  us  with  an  idea  of  their  confeijuencc  :  I 
dceni^d  it,  however,  nioft  advifeable  to  witl)draw; 
and  having  diftributed  the  Tew  remaining  article.'* 
■we  had  refcrved,  Chcjlakces  was  informed  I  wa3 
about  to  return;  on  which  he,  with  his  relations 
"who  had  attended  us  through  the  village,  accom- 
panied us  to  the  fandy  iHand,  w hither  1  went  to 
obfervc  its  latitude. 

Some  few  others  of  the  Indians  attended  us  on 
this  occafion,  whofe  behaviour  being  orderly  and 
civil,  they  were  permitted  to  aHemble  round  mc 
•whilft  obicrving.  They  were  exceflively  amufed 
with  the  cffe<5l  of  the  fun's  rays  through  the 
reading  glafs ;  and  the  extraordinary  quality  of 
the  quickfdver  ufed  for  the  purpolc  of  an  artifi- 
cial horizon,  afforded  them  the  greatcfl:  entertain- 
ment, until  our  bufmefs  was  ended,  when  they 
in  a  very  friendly  manner  took  leave,  and  con- 
firmed mc  in  the  opinion,  that  the  martial  ap- 
pearance they  had  aflumed,  was  purely  the  efFcd 
of  oftentation. 

In  moil  of  the  houfes  we're  two  or  three  muf- 
kets,  which,  by  their  locks  and  mounting,  ap- 
peared to  be  Spaniih.  Qhejlakees  had  no  lefs  than 
eight  in  his  houfe,  all  kept  in  excellent  order : 
thefe,  together  with  a  great  variety  of  other  Eu- 
ropean commodities,  I  prefumed,  were  procured 

immediately 
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immediately  from  Nootka,  as,  on  pointing  to 
many  of  them,  they  gave  us  to  underftand  they 
had  come  from  thence,  and  in  their  commercial 
concerns  with  us,  frequently  explained,  that  their 
fkins  would  fetch  more  at  Nootka  than  wc  chofc 
to  offer.  Their  total  number  we  citimatcd  at 
about  five  hundred.  They  were  well  vcrfed  in 
the  principles  of  trade,  and  carried  it  on  in  a  very 
fair  and  honorable  manner.  Sea- otter  Ikins  were 
the  chief  ohjefts  of  our  people's  traffic,  who  pur- 
chafcd  nearly  two  hundred  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day.  Mr.  Menzies  informed  me,  that  tliefc  had 
been  procured  at  leull  an  hundred  per  cent,  dearer 
than  when  he  viilted  the  coail  on  a  forrner  occa- 
fion,  which  manifeilly  proved,  that  either  a  fur- 
plus  quantity  of  European  commodities  had  beert 
fmce  imported  into  this  country,  or  more  pro- 
bably, that  the  avidity  fliewn  by  the  rival  adven- 
turers in  this  commerce,  and  the  cagcrnefs  of  an 
unreftrained  throiig  of  purchafers  from  difFcrgit 
nations,  had  brought  European  commodities  into 
low  eftimatipn.  Iron  w  as  become  a  mere  drug ; 
and  when  we  refufed  them  fire  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, which  humanity,  prudence,  and  policy 
diredcd  to  be  with^hcld,  nothing  but  large  fhcets 
of  copper,  aiid  blue  woollen  cloth  engaged  their 
attention  in  a  commerci;^!  way ;  beads  and  other 
trinkets  they  accepted  as  prefcnts,  but.  th^y  re- 
turned nothing  in  exchange*  . .,  .  ; 
Vol.  II       /'     '        T  Thefc 
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Thcfe  were  the  principal  circumftances  that 
bccurred  to  me  on  our  fhort  vilit  to  this  (lation. 
The  further  and  more  general  obfervations,  that 
fell  under  my  notice  rcfpeding  the  very  extraor- 
dinary region  we  had  lately  paflcd  through,  and 
which  v\ere  not  noticed  in  the  narratives  of  the 
fcveral  parties  were  employed  in  exploring  it,  I 
ihall  now  briefly  (late,  with  fuch  refledions  as 
were  consequent  thereon. 

The  length  of  coaft  from  point  Mudge  to  this 
Nation,  about  thirty-two  leagues,  forms  a  channel 
which,  though  narrow,  is  fair  and  navigable ; 
manifefted  by  the  adverle  winds  obliging  us  to 
beat  to  windward  every  foot  of  the  channel,  and 
to  perform  a  complete  traverfe  from  (hore  to  fhorc 
through  its  whole  extent,  without  meeting  the 
tcaft  obftruiftion  from  rocks  or  Ihoals.  The  great 
diepth  of  water  not  only  here,  but  that  which  is 
generally  found  wafhing  the  (hores  of  this  very 
broken  and  divided  country,  mull  ever  be  con- 
fidcrcd  as  a  very  peculiar  circumftance,  and  a 
great  inconvenience  to  its  navigation.  We  how- 
ever found  a  fufficient  number  of  flopping  places 
to  anfwer  all  our  pupofes,  and,  in  gencnl,  with- 
out going  far  out  of  our  way.  In  coming  from 
the  wcftward,  through  Johnftone's  ftraits,  the 
beft  channel  into  the  gulf  of  Georgia  in  thick 
weather  might,  though  not  eafily,  be  miilaken* 
Such  error  however  .may  b<;  aymdcd,  by  keeping 
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the  fbuthern  Ihore  clofe  on  board,  which  is  com- 
pa<5l,  and  fo  fteep,  that  it  may  be  palfcd  within  a 
few  yards  in  the  greatclt  fafety ;  indeed  I  have 
every  reafon  to  behevc  the  whole  of  the  paffagc 
to  be  equally  void  of  dangers  that  do  not  evidently 
Ihew  themfelves.  The  height  of  the  land  that 
compofes  thefe  fhores  and  the  interior  country, 
has  been  already  ftated  to  decreafe  as  we  pro- 
ceeded weftward.  The  land  on  the  foutheril 
fide,  which  is  an  extenfive  ifland,  appeared  to  be 
the  moll:  elevated,  compofed  of  very  lofty  moun- 
tains,whofe  fummits,  not  very  irregular,  were  ftill 
in  fome  places  covered  with  fnow.  The  north- 
ern fide,  for  a  confiderable  diftance,  feemed  left 
elevated,  and  the  intire  foreft  that  covered  its 
furface,  might  have  favored  the  belief  of  great 
fertility,  had  we  not  known  that  pine  trees  innu- 
merable are  produced  from  the  fiflures  and  chafms 
of  the  moft  barren  rocks,  of  which,  we  had  great 
reafon  to  fuppofe,  the  whole  of  the  country  before 
us  was  compofed.  Its  low  appearance  may  pof- 
fibly  be  occafionJEfd  by  its  being  much  divided  by 
water,  as  we  eviatntly  faw,  through  an  opening, 
about  four  miles  only  to  the  weftward  of  that 
appointed  for  our  rendezvous,  a  much  greater 
fpace  fo  occupied,  than  that  which  comprehended 
thefe  flraits.  Our  general  view  to  the  northward, 
was,  however,  bounded  by  a  mountainous  coun- 
try, irregular  in  the  height  of  its  eminences>  and 
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feme  of  them  capped  with  fnow.  The  retired 
hills  of  the  mod  eaftern  part  of  the  ftraits,  "were, 
as  we  paffed,  fo  obfcured  by  the  high  fteep  rocky 
clitFs  of  the  fhores,  that  we  were  unablo  to  de- 
fcribc  them  with  any  precifion.  As  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  northern  Ihore  decreafed,  I  was  in  ex- 
pe<5lation  of  feeing  a  continuation  of  that  lofty 
and  conneded  range  of  fnowy  mountains,  which 
I  have  repeatedly  had  reafon  to  confider,  as  the 
infurmountable  barrier  to  any  extenfivc  inland 
navigation.  Herein  I  was  difappointed,  as  this 
lofty  flru(^ure  cither  decreaibs  in  its  vaft  degree 
of  elevation,  or  it  extends  in  a  more  inland  di- 
re Aion. 

The  refidcnce  of  all  the  natives  we  had  fccn, 
fince  our  departure  from  point  Mudge,  was  uni- 
formly on  the  ihores  of  this  extenfive  ifland,  form- 
ing the  foutherniide  of  Johnftone's  ftraits,  which 
feems  not  onlv  to  be  as  well  inhabited  as  could 
be  expeded  in  this  uncultivated  country,  but  in- 
finitely more  fo,  than,  we  had  reafon  to  believe, 
the  fouthern  parts  of  New  Georgia  were.  This 
fa6l  eftabliihed,  it  muft  be  confidered  as  fmgularly 
remarkable,  that,  on  the  coaft  of  the  oppofite  or 
continental  fliore,  we  did  not  difcover  even  a 
veftigc  of  human  cxiftence,  excepting  the  dc- 
fcrted  villages !  This  circumftancc,  though  it 
countenances  the  idea  of  the  original  inhabitants 
of  the  interior  country  having  migrated,  fallen  hy 
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conqucft>  or  been  deftroyed  by  difeafe  ;  ftill  leaves 
us  unable  to  adduce  any  particular  reafon  as  the 
caufe  of  this  evident  depopulation.     The  width 
of  the  paflage  fcarcely  any  where  exceeding  two 
miles,  can  hardly  have  induced  the  inhabitants 
of  the  northern  fide,  to  quit  their  dwellings  for  a 
refidencc  on  the  oppofite  lliore,   merely  for  the 
purpofe  of  being  that  fmall  diftance  nearer  to  the 
commerce  of  the  fea-coaft.     On  regarding  the 
afpedl  of  the  two  fituations,  and  on  reflcding  that 
the  winter  feafon  under  this  parallel  muft  be  fe- 
vere  and  inclement,  it  appears  reafonable  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  any  human  beings,  not  retrained  in 
fixing  their  abode,  would  not  hefitate  to  choofe 
the  very  oppofite  fide  to  that  which  is  here  pre- 
ferred, where,  in  general,  their  habitations  front 
a  bleak  northern  afpe6l,  with  mountains  riling  fo 
perpendicularly  behind  them,  that,  if  they  do  not 
totally,  they  muft  in  a  great  meafurc,  exclude  the 
cheering  rays  of  the  fun  for  fome  months  of  the 
year.     The  northern  fide  labours  not  under  this 
difad vantage,  and  enjoying  the  genial  warmth 
denied  to  the  other,  at  certain  feafons,  moft  pro- 
bably, poflefTes  the  requiiitcs  neceiTary  to  their 
prefent  mode  of  life,  at  leaft  in  an  equal  degree ; 
cfpecially,  as  this  country  has,  in  no  inftance, 
received  the  advantages  of  cuUivation*     This 
would  appear  to  be  the  iituation  of  choice,  the 
other  of  necellity ;  for  the  fame  iburce  of  fub- 
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fiftencc,  which  is  evidently  the  fea,  affords  equal 
fupplies  to  the  inhabitants  of  cither  Ihore.     An4 
that  there  was  a  time,  when  they  rcfidcd  on  both, 
Is  clearly  proved,  by  their  deferted  habitations, 
yet  in  exiftence,  on  the  northern  ihore. 
^   As  neither  Maquhma,  nor  any  of  his  people, 
were  at  this  village,  1  intruded  to  the  brother  of 
a  man  named  Kaowitee,  who  feemed  next  of  im- 
portance to  Chejlakees,  the  letter  I  received  from 
Sen''  Galiano,  as  alfo  one  from  myfelf,  to  be  for- 
warded to  Sen"^  Quadra  at  Nootka,  which  this 
jnan  undertook  to  deliver,   on  the  promife  of 
being  handfomely  rewarded  for  his  fervice. 
,    The  fandy  iiland,  by  my  obfervations, ,  is  fitu- 
atcd  in  latitude  50°  35l',  longitude  232°  57^ \  the 
variation  of  the  compafs  here  being  20°  45'  eaft- 
wardly.    ;.]i-niim\\  ■ajvv  .mql...  iii;::;.s  *;r  h,.,.  '—  <■ 
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CHAPTER  IX. 
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Pafi  through  Broughtons  Archipelago,  to  purfue 
the  continental  Shore — The  VeJJils  get  aground 
— Enter  Fitzhuglis  Sound — Reafons  for  quit- 
ting  the  Coqft,  and  proceeding  to  Nootka. 


:v  ■. 


HAVING  replaced  our  broken  anchor  with 
a  new  one  from  out  of  the  hold,  which 
bad  employed  the  whok  of  the  preceding  day, 
about  ten  in  the  forenoon  of  Saturday  the  21  ft 
we  proceeded  with  a  favourable  breeze  from  the 
weftward,  to  the  appointed  rendezvous,  that  lies 
from  the  fandy  ifland  N.  89  E.  at  the  diftance  of 
about  fourteen  miles,  where,  at  three  in  the  af- 
ternoon, we  anchored  in  twenty  fathoms  water, 
fandy  bottom,  about  a  cable's  length  from  thf 
fhore,  of  a  iimilar  nature  to  thofe  already  dea- 
fer ibed. 

Wilhing  to  acquire  fomc^  idea  of  the  pnobablf 
extent  of  this  opening,  I  left  the  ihip  after  dinr 
ner,  and  was  not  a  little  furprized  to  find  it  com- 
municate with  the  exteniive  fpace  of  water,  to 
the  north  of  the  channel  or  ftraits  already  men- 
tioned^ making  the  land  under  which  we  were 
at  -anchori  an  iiliand  about  a  league  and  a  half 
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long,  nearly  in  a  <Jirc6lion  N.  70  W.  with  many 
rocky  iflets  and  rocks  lying  about  its  weftern  ex^ 
tremity,  fome  along  its  north  fide,  and  others 
oft'  the  eaft  end.  Northward  of  this  iiland,  and 
a  chain  of  others  which  lie  to  the  weftward  of  it, 
an  arm  of  the  fea,  not  lefs  than  four  or  five 
leagues  acrofs,  ftrctched  weftward  towards  the 
ocean,  where  the  horizon,  in  that  dircAion,  ap- 
peared to  be  intercepted  only  by  a  few  fmall 
illands ;  the  eaftern  and  northern  ftiores  feemed 
wholly  compofed  of  rocky  iftands  and  rocks,  and 
prefented  in  their  examination  a  very  laborious 
tafk,  to  afcertain  the  continental  boundary.  But 
as  this  important  line  had  been  already  deter- 
mined to  the  entrance  of  an  opening,  not  more 
than  three  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  our  prefent 
ilation,  now  under  the  furvey  of  Mr.  Broughton 
in  the  Chatham,  and  as  a  branch  of  this  opening 
to  the  eaftward  of  us  took  a  direction  that  way 
through  a  multitude  of  iilands,  any  inveftigation 
of  this  broken  country  was  rendered  unncceflary, 
until  I  fliould  undcrftand  how  far  the  Chathan^ 
had  been  able  to  iucceed  in  fixing  the  continua- 
tion of  the  continental  ftK)re.  r'  ..<,^. .  j  j»j^v> 
*•  Our  very  inadive,  tinpleafant  fituation,  whilft 
we  anxipufly  waited  the  arrival  of  our  confort, 
was  fomewhat  relieved  by  the  vifits  of  a  few  In- 
dians from  the  ibilthern  ^bre  df  the  ftraits,  whQ 
brought  us  afmall  fupply  of  fifli/very  acoeptabk;, 
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being  unable  to  obtain  any  by  our  own  efforts. 
Among  the  number  of  our  vifitors  we  were  ho- 
nored with  the  company  of  Qhcjlakees,    widi 
whofe  importunities  for  various  articles  I  had 
with  plcafure  complied.     He  remained  on  board 
moft  part  of  the  day ;  and  as  he  fat  at  my  elbow 
whilft  writing,  faw  me  frequently  advert  to  a 
fmall  memorandum  book,  which  he  managed  to 
take  away  in  the  moft  dexterous  manner,  unpcr- 
ceived.     Having  occafion  for  its  ufe,  and  know- 
ing no  other  perfon  had  been  near  me,  the  pur- 
loiner  could  not  be  miftaken.  A  Sandwich  ifland 
mat  which  1  had  given  him,  he  had  contrived  to 
fold  up  in  a  very  fmall  compafs,  and  in  the  centre 
of  it  was  the  miffing  book.     He  appeared  fome- 
what  alhamed  at  the  detection,  but  more  mor- 
tified at  my  taking  away  the  prefents  he  had  re- 
ceived ;  thefe  were  however,  about  two  hours 
afterwards  reftored,  on  his  contrition,  and  peni- 
tential application.     Stealing  a  book,  incapable 
of  being  in  the  leaft  degree  ferviccable  to  him,  or 
ufcful  to  any  other  perfon  than  the  owner,  ftrong- 
ly  marked  that  natural  inordinate  propenfity  to 
thieving,  which,  with  few  exceptions,  influences 
the  whole  of  the  uncivilized  world,  as  if  impel- 
led by  mere  inftintlit,  a;ul  delUtute  of  reafon,  they 
were  unable  to  reltrain  fuch  inclinations.     ^ 

Without  any  occurrence  of  an  inti-refting  na- 
ture, wc  remained  uncomfortably  idle  until  the 
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arrival  of  Mr.  Brougliton  in  th-r  artcrnoon  of 
Friday  the  27th,  who  came  on  board  in  his  cut- 
ter, the  Chatham  having  been  obliged,  by  advcrfc 
winds,  to  anchor  the  preceding  evening  three 
leagues  to  the  weft  ward  of  our  rendezvous. 

Mr.  Broughton  informed  me,  that  after  he  had 
entered  the  opening  he  had  been  fent  to  examine, 
the  eafttrn  point  of  which  is  fituatcd  in  latitude 
50°  32^  longitude  233"  32',  he  found  it  take  an 
irregular  courfe  towards  the  N.  E.  paffmg  a  nar- 
row Diuiich  leading  to  the  weft  ward.  This  open- 
ing, about  a  mile  in  width,  occupied  their  atten- 
tion until  fun-fct,  when  they  anchored  at   its 
head  in  35  fathoms  water,  and  found  it  to  termi- 
nate like  the  many  others  already  defcribed,  in 
latitude  50°  42i',  longitude  234°  3V :  which,  af- 
ter Sir  John  Call,  was  named  Call's  Channel. 
On  the  evening  of  the  next  day  they  reached  the 
narrow  branch  leading  to  the  weftward,  which 
lies  from  their  laft  phice  of  anchorage  S.  08  W. 
about  four  leagius  diilant.     Here  the  Chatham 
Hopped  for  the  night  in  1  7  fathoms  water,  near 
a  fmail  village  of  the  natives,  who  brought  them 
an  abundance  of  frefh  falmon.     Mr.  Broughton 
examined  thi.  narrow  branch,  and  found  it  com- 
municatiiii*;  with  an  arm  of  the  fea  in  latitude 
50^  43',  longitude  233^  33',  juft  navigable  for  the 
Cliatham ;  and  with  the  affiftance  of  a  ftrong 
flood  tide,  and  their  boats,  they  palTed  it  the 
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next  morning,  through  a  channel  that  continued 
for  about  half  a  league,  not  a  hundred  yard* 
wide.  The  Ihallowcft  water,  from  three  fathoms, 
gradually  increafcd  to  fcven  fathoms,  as  they  ap- 
proached the  arm  of  the  fea,  which  is  about  two 
miles  wide,  and  extends  in  an  eali:  and  weft  di- 
rcdion.  Here  the  Chatham  anchored,  and  Mr. 
Broughton  purfucd  its  eaftcrn  courfc  in  his  boat 
along  the  continental  fliore,  leaving  a  branch 
leading  to  the  northward,  near  the  entrance  of 
which  are  two  iilands  and  fome  rocks.  This 
arm  of  the  fea  continued  a  little  to  the  northward 
of  eaft,  fix  leagues,  to  the  latitude  of  50®  45', 
where  its  width  increafcd  to  near  a  league,  taking 
an  irregular  northerly  dlrcd:lon  to  its  final  termi- 
nation in  latitude  51°  1^  longitude  234°  13^  To 
this,  after  Captain  Knight  of  the  navy,  Mr. 
Broughton  gave  the  name  of  Knights'  Chan- 
nel. The  fliores  of  it,  like  mod  of  thole  lately 
furveycd,  are  formed  by  high  ftupendous  moun- 
tains rifmg  almoft  perpendicularly  from  the  wa- 
ter's edge.  The  diffolving  fnow  on  their  lum- 
mits  produced  many  cataradls  that  fell  with  great 
impetuofity  down  their  barren  rugged  fides.  The 
frcfli  water  that  thus  defcended  gave  a  pale  white 
hue  to  the  channel,  rendering  its  contents  in- 
tirely  frcfli  at  the  head,  and  drinkable  for  twenty 
miles  below  it.  This  dreary  region  was  not, 
however,  deftitute  of  inhabitants,  as  a  village  was 
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difcovcrcd  a  few  miles  from  its  upper  extremity, 
■which  feemcd  conftruded  like  that  dcfcribed  in 
Defolation  found,  for  defence ;  the  inhabitants 
were  civil  and  friendly.     Near  this  place  Mr. 
Brottghton  joined  the  Chatham  on  the  morning 
of  the  23d,  and  proceeded   in  her  towards  the 
branch  above  mentioned,  leading  to  the  north- 
ward.    This  in  the  evening  he  reached,  and  an- 
chored for  the  night  in  75  fathoms  water.     The 
next  morning  its  courfe  was  purfued  about  three 
leagues  towards  the  N.  E.  where  this  direction  ter- 
minated in  latitude  .50  5lV,  longitude  233^49', 
from  whence  it  irregularly  ftretched  to  the  N.  W, 
and  weft  ward.     Inhabitants  were  ftill  found  on 
thefe  inhofpi tabic  fliores,  who  brought  filh  and 
fkins  of  the  fca-otter  to  fell,  demanding  in  return 
blue  great  coats.     A  paflage  through  this  chan- 
nel was  accompliflied  on  the  25th,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  wind  was  very  fickle  and  blew  hard  in 
fqualls,  attended  with  much  lightning,  thunder, 
and  rain  :  the  night  was  nearly  calm,  gloomy, 
and  dark  ;  and  not  being  able  to  gain  foundings, 
although  within  thirty  yards  of  the  rocky  fliorcs, 
they  were  driven  about  as  the  current  of  the  tides 
diredled,  and  happily  efcaped,  though  furrounded 
on  all  fides  by  innumerable  rocks  and  rocky  iflets. 
On  the  26th,  the  boundary  of  the  continent  was 
determined  to  a  point,  which,  from  its  appear- 
ance and  fituation,  obtained  the  name  of  Peep 
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Sea  Bluff,  in  latituflc  5o°  .'»2',  longitude  232** 
29^     This  ftation  Mr.  Broughton  judged  to  be 
as  far  to  the  weftward  as  the  appointed  rendez- 
vous ;  and  for  the  purpofe  of  repairing  thither, 
diredled  his  courfc  to  the  fouth-vvcflward,  through 
a  channel  that  bore  every  appearance  of  leading 
to  the  fca,  as  had  been  underftood  from  the  na- 
tives. With  the  afliftance  of  a  frefli  gale  from  the 
N.  E.  he  ihortly  arrived  at  its  fouthern  entrance, 
which  prefented  the  opening  I  had  feen  on  the 
day  we  arrived  at  this  flation.     Acrofs  it  his 
courfe  was  direded  to  the  fouthward,  leaving 
between  his  prefent  track  and  the  route  he  had 
purfued  to  the  northward,  an  cxtenfive  clufter 
of  iilands,  rocky  iflets,  and  rocks.     Thefe,  in 
commemoration  of  his  difcovcry,  I  dlftinguiflied 
by  the  name  of  Broughton's  Archipelago. 
Whilft  at  this  ftation,  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
obferving  the  latitude  by  five  meridional  altitudes 
of  the  fun  to  be  50°  35^  its  longitude  233°  ig'. 
The  variation  of  the  compafs,  differing  in  eight 
fcts  of  azimuths  from  18°  So'  to  23°  53',  Ihewed 
a  mean  refult  of  2o°  5^   eaftwardly  variation. 
The  tides  were  irregular,  on  fome  days  being 
very  rapid,  on  others  fcarccly  perceptible ;  the 
rife  and  fall,  the  time  of  high  water,  and  other 
^u6luations  and  irregularities,  I  attributed,  as  al- 
ready ilatcd,  to  the  influence  of  the  winds,  and 
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the  operation  of  other  local  caufcs  on  this  infu- 
latcd  region. 

With  a  frcfli  breeze  from  the  E.  N.  E.  we  di- 
rcfted  our  courfc  to  the  wcftward,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  Saturday  the  28th,  in  order  to  proceed  to 
the  northward  round  the  weft  end  of  this  ifland. 
The  channel  through  which  we  paflcd,  though 
very  unpleafant  on  account  of  the  many  rocks  in 
it,  is  infinitely  lefs  dangerous  than  that  to  the 
caftward  of  the  ifland,  which  is  by  no  means  ad- 
vifable  for  (hips  to  attempt. 

We  had  not  been  long  under  weigh  before  we 
■were  joined  by  the  Chatham,  and  fteered  to  the 
northward  for  the  channel  leading  to  Deep  Sea 
blufF,  which  I  called  Fife's  Passage.     As  we 
croiTed  the  main  arm  the  fqually  hazy  weather 
permitted  our  feeing,  but  very  imperfcdly,  the 
feveral  illands  and  rocks  that  it  contains.    About 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  entered  Fife's 
palTage,  and  found  its  caftern  point  (named  by 
mc,  after  Captain  Duff  of  the  royal  navy,  Point 
Duff)  fituatcd  in  latitude  .'50"  48',  longitude 
233"  10'.      A  fmall  rocky  ifland  lies  off  poini: 
Duff,  covered  with  flirubs ;    and  off  the  well 
point  of  this  paffage,  named  Point  Gordon, 
bearing  N.  83  W.  from  point  Duff,  are  feveral 
white  flat  barren  rocks  lying  at  a  little  diftance 
from  the  (horc.  Although  the  tide  appeared  to  be 


m 


-  t 


■tr-taum;''- 


:i4fc~ 


ifc's 


1792.]  rOt'ND  THF  WORLD.  28/ 

in  our  favor,  vc  made  (o  little  progrcfs  in  this  in- 
let, that  we  were  compelled  to  anchor  at  five  in 
the  afternoon  not  moie  than  two  miles  within 
the  entrance,  in  20  faihoms  water,  on  the  north- 
ern fliore,  near  fome  imall  rocky  iflets.  The 
lliorcs  that  now  furr(;unded  us  were  not  very 
high,  compels  d  of  rugged  roclis  fteep  to  the  fea, 
in  the  chafms  and  chinks  of  which  a  great  num- 
ber of  Hunted  or  dwarf  pine  trees  were  produced. 
Some  few  of  the  natives  favored  iis  with  their 
company,  but  brought  litlle  to  difpofe  of;  thefc 
were  not  quite  fo  much  painted  as  the  Indians  of 
Clicjlakces  village,  nor  did  they  feem  in  the  leaft 
acquainted  with  the  Nootka  language. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  2Qth,  about  nine, 
we  were  under  fail,  with  a  light  favorable  breeze, 
fufficient  to  have  carried  us  at  the  rate  of  near  a 
league  per  hour ;  yet  the  fliip  remained  (lation- 
ary  and  ungovernable,  not  anfwering  to  her  helm 
in  any  diredion.  In  this  ycry  unpleafant  and 
difagrceable  iituation,  attributed  by  us  to  a  kind 
of  under  tow,  or  counter  tide,  we  continued  until 
near  dark,  when  a  moft  powerful  breeze  fpring- 
ing  up,  we  reached  Deep  Sea  bluff,  and  anchored 
about  eleven  at  night  in  a  fmall  opening  on  its 
weftern  fide  in  70  fathoms  water ;  having  pafled 
a  more  cxtenfive  one  to  the  fouth  of  this,  which 
took  its  diredion  to  the  N.  W.  On  the  next 
day,  Monday  the  30th,   this  appeared  a  very 
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frnall  branch  of  the  fea ;  and  as  it  was  now  ma- 
nifeft  there  was  no  certainty  in  confiding  in  ap- 
pearances, dircdions  were  given  that  both  vef- 
iels  ihould  be  removed  higher  up  near  to  a  con- 
venient ifpot  for  recruiting  our  wood  and  water ; 
'whilfl,  in  the  yawl,  I  proceeded  to  examine  whi- 
ther this  arm  was  Ukely  to  lead.  It  continued 
about  four  miles  from  Deep  Sea  bluff  to  the 
north-eaflward,  then  ftretchcd  to  the  weft  ward, 
and  terminated  behind  the  hill  under  which  the 
veflels  were  at  anchor,  about  two  miles  to  the 
"wcftward  of  them,  forming  a  narrow  ifthmus, 
over  which  we  walked,  and  had  a  diftinft  view 
of  the  opening  before  mentioned,  extending  to 
the  weftward.  Bding  perfectly  fatisfied  on  this 
head,  I  returned,  and  found  the  vcflels  at  the  ap- 
pointed ftation,  riding  in  30  fathoms  water  near 
the  weftern  fhore,  conveniently  fituated  for  pro- 
curing the  only  fupplics  this  dreary  region  feemed 
likely  to  afford.  Bu^,  as  tolerably  fecure  an- 
chorage was  not  on  all  bccafions  to  be  found,  I 
determined  the  veffels  ihould  remain  ftationary 
here,  whilft  the  boats  explored  the  broken  coun- 
try before  us ;  which  promifed  to  furnifli  other 
pafTages,  into  the  great  weftcrn  channel  we  had 
quitted,  and  bore  every  appearance  of  leading  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  Difcovery's  yawl,  launch  and  cutter,  were 
ordered  to  be  equipped,  and  in  icadinefs  to  depart 

at 
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at  day-light  the  next  morning.  Mr.  Brough- 
ton  accompanied  me,  attended  by  lieutenant  Pu- 
get  in  the  launch,  and  Mr.  Whidbey  in  the  cut- 
ter. On  Tuefday  the  31  ft,  at  fun-rife,  our  little 
fquadron  put  off  with  intention  of  following  up 
the  continental  Ihore,  until  we  might  find  a  more 
weftern  paffage  leading  to  the  fea  ;  there  to  ap- 
point a  rendezvous  for  the  launch  and  cutter, 
which  were  to  continue  the  examination  of  the 
continental  boundary,  whilft  we  returned  to  con- 
duiSl  the  veflels  to  the  appointed  ftation. 

From  Deep  Sea  bluff,  the  ihore  of  the  main, 
acrofs  this  fmall  opening,  took  a  diredion  N.  50 
W.  for  about  four  miles ;  then  extended  N.  N.  E. 
about  a  league  to  a  point,  where  the  arm  took 
a  more  eafterly  courfe,  paffmg  an  ifland,  and  fe- 
vcral  rocky  iflets,  forming  paffages  for  boats  only ; 
whilft,  to  the  weftward  of  the  ifland,  the  main 
channel  was  a  mile  in  width,  and  no  doubt 
was  entertained  of  our  there  finding  a  greater 
depth  of  water  than  we  required  for  the  vcffels. 
We  were  however  obliged  to  quit  the  direction 
of  that  which  appeared,  and  afterwards  proved 
to  be  the  main  channel,  to  purfue  the  continental 
line  along  this,  which  apparently  led  to  the  N.  E. 
and  eaftward.  In  this  route,  a  poor  unfortunate 
deer,  that  feemed  to  have  eluded  the  purfuers, 
had  found  an  alylum  in  a  fmall  recefs  on  the 
rocky  precipice  forming  the  fliore,  about  twenty 
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yards  in  a  dircdioii  almoll  perpendicular  to  the 
water,  from  whence  he  could  only  elcapc  by  the 
way  he  had  come.  In  this  very  expofed  fituation, 
the  two  head moH  boats  palicd  him  unnoticed; 
but,  on  the  third  making  the  dilcovery,  a  platoon 
of  mufkets  was  difcharii;ed  at  the  dctcncclcfs  anl- 
mal  by  the  whole  party  without  clicc^h  On  this 
a  fcaman  landed,  and,  with  a  boat-hook,  dratrged 
him  from  the  rocks  bv  the  neck,  and  lecurcd  to 
us  this  valuable  acquilition.  Upwards  ot  twenty 
mufkets  on  this  occafion  were  fued,  feven  of 
which  hit  him,  but  no  one  mortally  ;  or  wounded 
him  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  have  prevented  his 
cfcaping,  had  not  the  over-hanging  precipices  of 
the  rocks  rendered  it  impoflible.  Venifon  had 
Igng  with  us  been  a  fcarcc  commodity ;  our  buck 
proved  excellent,  and  afforded  us  all  one  or  two 
excellent  frclli  meals. 

We  purfued  the  examination  of  this  arm  to  its 
head  in  latitude  r>l",  longitude  233''  AiV  ;  \\herc 
it  terminated  in  a  fimilar  way  to  the  many  be- 
fore defcribed.  Its  fliorcs,  about  a  mile  apart, 
were  compofed  of  high  fteep  craggy  mountains, 
whofc  fummits  were  capped  with  fnow ;  the 
lower  cliffs,  though  apparently  deftitutc  of  foil, 
produced  many  pine  trees,  that  feemed  to  draw 
all  their  nourifliment  out  of  the  folid  rock.  The 
water,  near  four  leagues  from  its  upper  end,  was 
of  a  very  light  chalky  colour,  and  nearly  frefli. 
i  .,  From 
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From  its  iliorcs  two  fmall  branches  extended, 
one  winding  about  four  miles  to  the  S.  E.  and 
S.  W.  the  other  about  a  Icas^ue  to  the  N.  N.  W. 
The  examination  of  this  branch  employed  us 
until  noon  the  next  day,  Wedncfday  the  ift  of 
Auguft,  when  wc  purfued  that  which  appeared 
to  be  the  main  channel  leading  to  the  wcftward, 
having  feveral  rocky  illets  and  rocks  off  its  north 
point  of  entrance.  This  I  called  Poi:st  PiiiliP) 
lying  N.  50  W.  from  Deep  Sea  bluff,  at  the  dif- 
tancc  of  not  more  than  eight  miles.  So  tardy 
was  our  progrcfs  in  fixing  the  boundary  of  this 
broken  continental  fhore,  which  we  traced  from 
point  Philip,  about  two  leagues  m  the  dircdion. 
of  N.  78  W.  when  it  again  became  divided  into 
various  channels.  The  moft  Ipacious  one,  lead- 
ing to  the  fouth- weft  ward,  prcfented  an  appear- 
ance of  communicating  with  the  lea.  The  fliores, 
on  all  fides,  were  high,  llecp  and  rocky  ;  though 
they  feemed  tolerably  well  clothed  with  pines  of 
different  Ibrts.        ■.  t.:  ?'  ■  ;v  r   f  ;     1   ■xf^Khi  :t  >; 

We  kept  the  continental  fiiorc  on  board 
through  a  very  intricate  narrow  branch  that  took 
a  direction  E.  by  N.  for  near  tvvo  leagues,  and 
then  terminated  as  ufual  at  the  bafe  of  a  remark- 
able mountain,  confpicuous  for  its  irregular  form, 
and  its  elevation  above  the  reft  of  the  hills  in  its 
neighbourhood.  This  I  have  diftinguiflied  in 
my  chart  by  the  name  of  Mou:s'T  Stephens, 
■   !'^  ■  "  U  2  in 
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in  honor  of  Sir  Philip  Stephens  of  the  Admi- 
ralty. It  is  iltuated  in  latitude  51°  1^  longitude 
233°  20^  and  may  ferve  as  an  excellent  guide 
to  the  entrance  of  the  various  channels  with 
which  this  country  abounds. 

As  we  profecuted  our  rei'earches,  we  vifitcd 
a  fmall  Indian  village  fituated  on  a  rocky  illet. 
The  whole  of  it  was  nearly  occupied,  well  con- 
jftrudcd  for  its  prote<^tion,  and  rendered  almoft 
inacceffiUe  by  platforms  fimilar  to  that  before 
defcribed  though  not  fo  ftrong,  nor  fo  ingenioufly 
defigncd.  The  inhabitants  did  not  exceed  thirty 
or  forty  pcrfons,  who  exadly  correfponded  with 
thofe  feen  to  the  fouthward  of  Deep  Sea  bluff, 
and  from  whom  we  met  with,  as  ufual,  a  very 
cordial  reception.  A  few  inditFerent  fea-otter 
fkins,  for  which  they  demanded  more  iron  than 
we  were  inclined  to  give,  comprehended  all  their 
fiock  in  trade ;  they  had  a  diftant  knowledge  of 
a  few  words  of  the  Nootka  language,  but  did 
not  always  feem  properly  to  apply  them.  The 
narrow  paflage  by  which  we  had  entered,  is  a 
channel  admiffiblc  for  boats  only  ^  and  thence, 
to  the  foot  of  mount  Stephens,  was  merely  a 
chafm  in  the  mountains,  caufed,  probably,  by 
ibme  violent  efforts  of  nature.  This  idea  origi- 
nated in  its  differing  materially  in  one  particular 
from  all  the  channels  we  had  hitherto  examined;, 
camely,  in  its  having  regular  foundings,  not  ex- 
ceeding 
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cceded  the  depth  of  13  fathoms,  although  its 
fhores,  like  all  thofe  of  the  channels  which  had 
no  bottom  within  the  reach  of  line,  were  formed 
by  perpendicular  cliffs,  from  their  fnowy  fum- 
mits  to  the  water's  edge. 

The  ftupendous  mountains  on  each  fide  of 
this  narrow  chaim,  prevented  a  due  circulation 
of  air  below,  by  excluding  the  rays  of  the  fun ; 
whilfl  the  exhalations  from  the  furfsce  of  the 
water  and  the  humid  fhores  wanting  rarefacflion, 
were,  in  a  great  meafiire,  detained,  like  fleam  in 
a  condenfed  ftate ;  the  evaporation  thus  produced 
a  degree  of  cold  and  chillnefs  which  rendered  our 
night's  lodging  very  unpleafant. 

We  quitted  this  unwholefome  fituation,  at  the 
dawning  of  the  next  day,  Thurfday  the  2d,  and 
dire(i:led  our  courfe  through  another  pafTage, 
which,  from  the  northern  fhore,  led  about  a 
league  to  the  weftward,  and  then  turned  to  the 
fbuth.  This  channel  is  exceflively  dangerous, 
owing  to  the  number  of  rocky  iflets,  funken 
rocks,  and,  by  the  tides  fetting  through  it  with 
great  rapidity  and  irregularity.  By  breakfaft  tim4 
we  reached  the  opening  leading  to  the  fouth- 
weflward,  about  half  a  league  from  the  village 
we  had  vifited  the  preceding  day.  Here  I  in- 
tended to  conclude  my  excurfion  as  foon  as  a 
place  of  rendezvous  for  the  veffels  and  boats 
ihould  be  found ;  in  quefl  of  which  we  proceeded 
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down  the  opening  leading  to  the  fouth-wefl- 
ward;  which  I  called  Wells's  Passage;  this 
now  fecmed,  on   a  certainty,   to  communicate 
with  the  great  channel,   which   we  fuppofed  to 
lead  to  fea.     But  another  branch  foon  appearing, 
that  ilretched  a  little  to  the  fouth-wellward  of 
weft,  I  was  in  hopes  my  objed;  would  have  been 
further  attained,  by  finding  fome  more  wefterly 
ftation  for  our  rendezvous  than  the  end  of  Wells's 
paiTagc.  In  this  hope  v/e  continued  our  examination 
about  two  leagues,  leaving  fome  part  of  the  iliore 
to  the  north  of  us,  not  fully  explored.    On  land- 
mg  to  dine  about  the  time  of  high  water,  we  foon 
perceived  a  rapid  ebb  tide  coming  from  the  weft- 
ward.    This  rendered  a  communication  with  the 
ocean  in  that  dircdlion,  if  not  impoftible,  at  leaft 
very  improbable  ;  and  as  the  time  its  examina- 
tion was  likely  to  engage  from  its  apparent  ex- 
tent, might   render  my  defign  ineftedtual,  I  de- 
termined to  return,  leaving  the  launch  and  cut- 
ter to  carry  on  the  furvcy.     Our  future  meeting 
1  appointed  near   the  weft  point  of  Wells's  paf- 
fage  ;  this,   after  Captain  Boyles  of  the  navy,  I 
named  Point  Boyles  ;  it  is  fituated  in  latitude 
50"  5  1/,  and  in  longitude  232"  52'. 

About  one  o'clock  the  next  day,  Friday  the 
3d,  we  arrived  on  board,  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded with  the  vcHbls  towards  the  rendezvous, 
but  fo  llov.iy  ihat  it  was  not  till  the  evening  of 
^"•'C^  '  Saturday 
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Saturday  the  4th,  that  we  arrived  within  two 
Icasiucs  to  the  S.  E.  of  it.  There  the  boats 
joined  us,  and  the  want  of  wind  obliged  us  to 
anchor  in  Oo  fathoms  water,  on  the  S.  W.  fide 
of  a  low  ifland,  about  half  a  league  from  its  (liores, 
bearing  by  compals  from  N.  42  E.  to  N.  38  W. ; 
point  DutF  N.  87  E.;  the  hind  of  the  fouth- 
ern  fliore  from  S.  5o  E.  to  S.  22  W. ;  a  high 
ifland  appearing  to  lie  nearly  in  mid-channel, 
from  S.  55  W.  to  S.  0 1  W. ;  and  point  Boyles 
N.  84  W. ;  having  many  rocky  iflets  and  rocks 
in  view,  too  numerous  to  be  here  noticed. 

I  now  became  acquainted,  that  the  officers  had 
returned,  as  dircclcd,  to  the  examination  of  the 
continental  lliore  from  the  place  where  I  had 
quitted  it,  and  on  purfuing  it  to  the  fouthward, 
they  had  found  it  indented  with  fmall  bays,  that 
afforded,  like  the  narrow  arm  before  mentioned., 
fnug  and  convenient  anchorage  ;  but  the  pafTages 
into  them  were  intricate  and  dangerous,  owing 
to  the  ftrong  currents,  and  the  many  rocky  iflets, 
and  funken  rocks,  in  their  neighbourhood.  The 
arm,  leading  to  the  weflward,  that  I  had^been  in, 
was  traced  to  the  latitude  of  50"  5(y,  longitude 
232''  Z6\  In  it  were  many  rocky  iflands  and 
funken  rocks;  which,  with  the  velocity  of  the 
tide,  rendered  it  dangerous,  even  for  the  naviga- 
tion of  boats.  Near  its  termination,  they  pur- 
fued  a  very  narrow  opening  on  its  northern  fliore, 
• '        _  U  4  •     winding 
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winding  towards  the  E.  N.  E.  replete  with  over- 
falls and  funken  rocks,  and  ending  by  a  cafcade 
iimilar  to  fcveral  that  had  before  been  obfcrved. 
Thefe  arc  perfedlly  lalt,  and  fccm  to  owe  their 
origin  to  the  tidal  waters,  which,  in  general,  rife 
feventeen  iccty  and,  at  high  water,  render  thefe 
falls  imperceptible,  as  the  bar  or  obftrudion,  at 
that  time,  lies  from  four  to  fix  feet  beneath  the 
furface  of  the  fea,  and  confequently  at  low  water 
caufes  a  fall  of  ten  or  twelve  feet ;  fome  of  which 
are  twenty  yards  in  width.  One  of  thefe  Mr. 
Whidbey  afcended  nearly  at  low  water,  and  found 
the  internal  rcfervoir  to  be  a  fmall  lake,  or  rather 
a  large  pond,  feemingly  of  deep  water,  divided 
into  feveral  branches,  winding  fome  diflance 
through  a  low,  fwampy,  woodland  country, 
Thefe  falt-water  cafcades  may  probably  be  occa- 
iioned  by  the  great  rapidity  of  the  tides,  after 
they  have  rifen  above  thefe  obftrudlions,  (ading 
with  confiderable  prefTure)  and  ruihing  forward 
in  thofc  inland  narrow  channels,  where  they  foon 
overflow  the  plain,  and,  finding  an  extenfive  field 
for  theij  expanfion,  a  fufficient  quantity  of  water, 
with  the  addition  of  the  drains  and  fprings  of 
the  country,  is  thus  collcded,  to  replenifh  thefe 
refervoirs  every  twelve  hours,  and  to  caufe  a  con- 
ftant  fall  during  the  reflux  of  the  tide.  Within 
a  few  yards  of  one  of  thefe  cafcades  was  difco- 
vered  a  confiderable  flream  of  warm  frcfh  water. 

By 
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By  this  expedition,  the  continental  fhore  was 
traced  to  the  wefternmoft  land  in  fight.  Wc 
had  now  onlv  <-o  proceed  along  it,  as  foon  as  the 
wind  and  weuchcr  would  permit  our  moving. 
This,  however,  a  thick  fog  and  a  calm  prevented, 
until  the  afternoon  of  Sunday  the  5th,  when  a 
light  breeze  between  S.  W.  and  weft  enabled  us, 
by  fun-fet,  to  advance  about  two  leagues  to  the 
weftward  of  point  Boyles,  which,  by  compafs, 
bore  from  us  S.  85  W. ;  an  ifland,  previoufly 
confidered  to  lie  in  mid-channel,  but  now  dif- 
covered  to  be  divided  into  four  or  more  iflets,  S. 
38  E. ;  the  moft  diftant  part  of  the  oppofite  fhore 
fi:)uth,  four  or  five  leagues  off;  and  the  neareft 
taken  by  us  to  be  an  ifland,  W.  S.  W.  about  a 
league.  Thefe  pofitions  are  not,  however,  to  be 
received  as  correct,  bccaufe  the  fog,  ftill  continu- 
ing, alternately  obfcured  place  after  place,  in  the 
fouthcrn  quarters,  fo  as  to  render  it  impradicablc 
either  to  acquire  the  true  pofition,  or  even  gain  a 
diftinfl  view  of  thofe  fhores.  The  northern,  or 
continental  fide,  was  not  in  the  like  manner  ob- 
fcured ;  its  ncarcll;  part  bore  by  compafs  north 
about  half  a  league  from  us ;  and  its  weftern  ex- 
tremity, N.  78  W.  Between  this  point  and  a 
clufter  of  iflands,  bearing  weft,  a  channel  ap- 
peared to  lead  along  the  coaft  of  the  main  land, 
in  which  were  fomc  fmall  iflets  and  rocks ;  fouth 
of  the  cUiftcr,  the  haze  and  fog  rendered  it  im- 
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poffiblci  to  cictcrmlnc  of  vvijat  that  rcji'ion  princi- 
pally (;;onriilcd,   though  the  impelled  view  wc 
obtained,  gave  it  the  a))pearancc  of  being  much 
broken.     In  this  fituafion,  we  had  t)o  and  70  fa- 
thoms, nuuldy  bottom  ;  but  as  we  had  I'ufficient 
i'pacc  to  pals  the  night  in  under  fail,  I  preferred 
fo  doing,   that  we  miglit  be  ready  to  purfuc  the 
above-mentioned  channel  in  the  morning.       '  'i 
The  wind  continuing  light  in  the  S.W.  quarter, 
wc  plied  until  day-break  of  Monday  0th,  when  the 
breeze  w  as  1  ucceeded  by  a  calm,  and  a  very  thick  fog 
that  obfcured  every  lurrounding  objeift  until  noon, 
witliout  our  being  able  to  gain  foundings ;  fo  that 
wc  were  kft  to  the  mercy  of  the  currents,  in   a 
iVtuation  that  could  not  fail  to  occafion  the  moft 
anxious  iolieitnde.     The  i'uix,  had  no  fooner   dif- 
perfed,   than  we  Icnmd  ourielves  in  the   channel 
for  which   1   had   intended  to  Itecr,  intcrfpcrfed 
with  numeron    rocliy  iilcts  and  rocks,  extending 
from   tiie   abo>'e   duller   of  iflands  towards  the 
ihore  of  the  continent.  The  rcirion  to  the  S.  W. 
Itill  remained  obiem'ed  by  the  fo<i;  and  haze;  at 
intervals,  however,  jomethlng  of  it  might  be  dif- 
cerned,  ler\  in;2;  onlv  to  Ihevv  there  was  no  c;rcat 
probability   of  our  fnuling  a  leis  intricate  pafTagc 
to  navigate,  than   that    immediately  before    us 
along  the  c(jntincntal  fnorc  ;  which  muft  cither 
be  n(jvv  traced  by  the   iliip,  or  by  the  boats  on  a 
future  occafion.     This  made  me  determine  on 

the 


'li 


t 


]7()2.]  i»W#*rtE  WORLT).  ^ 

the  former       nic,  alt     mfih  ♦•'icrc  wa-    reii'uii  to 
apprehend  it  would  ci  1^.1  L-    '^^   fUtmo     att»'ni    .n, 
even  in  tuir  weather  to  pre    rvc  us   Tfom   latent 
dancers.    The  dirperfion  ut'  ^hr  fog  was  attended 
by  a  light  breeze  from  the  N.  N.  W  .,  and  as  wc 
Hood  to  windward,  we  fuddcnly  grounded  on  a 
bed  of  funken  roeks  about  four  in  the  afternoon. 
A  fignal  indieating  our  fituation  was  immediately- 
made  to  the  Chatham,  flie  inllantly  anehored  in 
fifty  fathoms  water,  about  a  cable  and  a  half  dif- 
tant  from  us,  and   wc   immediately  received  all 
her  boats  to  our  aiiill:ance.     The  ftream  anchor 
was  carried  out,  and  an  attempt  made  to  heave 
the  Ibip  off,  but  to  no  cti'ed.    The  tide  fell  very 
rapidly ;  and  the  force  with  which  the  fliip  had 
grounded,  had  occafioned  her  fewing  confiderably. 
'    forward.     On  heaving,  the  anchor  came  home, 
fo  that  we  had  no  refource  left  but  that  of  get- 
ting down  our  topmalb,  yards,  &:c.  &c.  flioaring 
up  the  veiTel  with  fpars  and  fpare  topmafts,  and 
lightening  her  as  much  as  poffible,  by  llarting  the 
water,  thru  v\  lag  overboard  our  fuel  and  part  of 
the  ballall  we  had  taken  on  board  in  the  fpring. 
Soon   after  tlie  fnip  was  aground,  the  tide  took 
her  on  the   llarboard  quarter ;  and  as  flic  was 
afloat  abaft  it  caulcd  her  to  take  a  fudden  fwing, 
and   made  her  heel  fo  very  confiderably  on  the 
ilarboard  fide,   which  was  from  the  rocks,   that 
her  f  tuatioU;  for  a  few  feconds,  was  alarming  in 
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the  highcft  degree.     The  fhoars  were  got  over 
with  '^ll  poflTible  difpatch,  but  notwithftanding 
this,  by  the  time  it  was  low  water,  the  ftarboard 
main  chains  were  within  three  inches  of  the  fur- 
face  of  the  fea.     Happily,  at  this  time,  there 
was  not  the  fmallcft  fwell  or  agitation,  although 
we  were  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  ocean. 
This  muft  ever  be  regarded  as  a  very  providential 
circumftance,  and  was  highly  favorable  to  our 
very  irkfome  and  perilous   fituation,  in  which, 
under  the  perfuafion  of  the  tide  falling  as  low  as 
had  been  lately  obfcrvcd  in  our  feveral  boat  ex- 
peditions, nothing  fliort  of  immediate  and  inevi- 
table dcftrudion  prefentcd  itfclf,  until  towards 
the  latter  part  of  the  ebb  tide,  when  more  than 
one  half  of  the  fhip  wasfupportcd  by  fuch  a  Suffi- 
cient body  of  water,  as,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  re- 
lieve us  from  the  painful  anxiety  that  io  diftreffing 
a  circumftance  nccellarily  occafioncd.  When  the 
tkle  was  at  the  loweft,  about  nine  at  night,  the 
fhip*s  fore  foot  was  only  in  about  three  and  a  half 
feet  water,  whilft  her  Hern  was  in  four  fathoms. 

In  this  melancholy  {ituation,  we  remained,  ex- 
pelling relief  from  the  returning  flood,  which  to 
our  inexprcffible  joy  was  at  length  announced  by 
the  floating  of  the  fhoars,  a  happy  indication  of 
the  fhip  righting.  Our  exertions  to  lighten  her 
were,  however,  unabated,  until  about  two  in  the 
morning  of  Tucfday  the  7  th  ;  when  the  ihip  be- 
coming 


|^-»»...,WMWI.       ^'* 


1792.]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  SOl 

coming  nearly  upright,  wc  hove  on  tlic  ftcrn  ca- 
ble, and,  without  any  particular  efforts,  or  much 
ilrain,  had  the  incxprelfiblc  fatisladion  of  feeling 
her  again  float,  without  having  received  the  lc:.0: 
apparent  injury.  We  brought  up  in  35  fathoms 
water,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  bed 
of  rocks  from  whence  we  had  fo  providentially 
cfcaped.  After  about  three  hours  reft,  all  hands 
were  employed  in  the  re-equipment  of  the  (hip. 
The  main  top-gallant  top-rope  unluckily  broke, 
and  by  this  accident,  John  Turner,  r  Teaman,  had 
his  arm  fradured.  Hy  noon,  the  hold  was  re- 
ftovved,  and  the  fliip,  in  every  refpedl,  ready 
again  to  proceed. 

A  light  breeze  fprlnging  up  from  the  S.  W. 
about  one  o'clock,  we  were  again  under  fail,  and 
knowing  of  no  fafcr  channel,  we  directed  our 
courfe  through  that  before  us,  along  the  conti- 
nental ihore.  This  was  a  narrow  paffage,  and 
as  we  advanced,  became  more  intricate  by  an  in- 
crcafcd  number  of  rocky  iflets  and  rpcks,  as  well 
beneath,  as  above  the  furface  of  the  water ;  the 
former  being  afcertained  by  the  furf  breaking  with 
fome  violence  upon  them.  This  dangerous  na- 
vigation feemed  to  continue  as  far  as  was  dlicer- 
niblc  towards  the  ocean,  between  the  Ihore  of  the 
continent  and  the  land  forming  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  channel,  which  appeared  to  be  an  extenfive 
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Having  fo  recently  been  prcfcrvcd  from  the 
dangers  of  a  moft  perilous  fituation,  the  fcenc 
before  us,  in  prefenting  a  profpc6l  of  many  fucli 
fnarcs,  was  extremely  difcouragiiisc.  We  had, 
however,  not  the  leafi:  hope  of  finding  a  Icfs  dif- 
ficult way  for  the  execution  of  the  adventurous 
fervice  in  which  we  were  engaged  ;  nor  any  al- 
ternative but  to  proceed  with  all  the  circumfpec- 
tion  and  caution  that  the  nature  of  our  fituation 
would  permit,  through  a  channel  not  more  than 
half  a  mile  wide,  bounded  on  one  fide  by  iflands, 
rocks,  and  breakers,  which  in  Ibme  places  ap- 
peared almoft  to  meet  the  continental  Ihore  on 
the  other.  However  intricate,  this  was  appa- 
rently the  only  navigable  channel  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. About  five  in  the  afternoon  we  had 
fortunately  efcapcd  through  its  narrovvell  part ; 
the  wind  now  became  light  and  bafHing ;  the 
ebb  tide  fat  us  towards  the  ocean,  where  we  had 
a  view  of  the  diflant  horizon,  although  intercepted 
by  the  fame  rocky  region  that  lurroiuidcd  us  in 
every  dire6lion.  About  fix  o'clock  fome  of  its 
hidden  dangers  arrcfted  the  progrefs  of  the  Chat- 
ham. Wc  inftantly  anchored  in  feventy  fathoms 
water,  and  fent  our  boats  to  her  afliltancc.  Thus, 
before  we  had  recovered  from  the  fatiguing  ex- 
ertions and  anxious  folicitude  of  one  dillrclling 
night,  the  endurance  of  a  fimilar  calamity  was 
our  portion  for  the  next. 

I  had 
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I  liad  Icfs  reafon  at  iirft  to  hope  for  the  prcfcr- 
vation  of  the  Chatliam  under  the  ciicumiLances 
of  her  difaller,  than  I  had  the  preceding  ni;';ht 
for  that  of  the  Difcovcry  ;  as  the  oceanic  fvvell 
was  here  very  perceptible,  and  caufed  a  confider- 
able  furf  on  the  fliore.  On  the  return  of  our 
fmall  boat,  I  became  acquainted  that,  in  confe- 
quencc  of  its  having  fallen  calm,  fhe  had  been 
driven  by  the  tide  on  a  ledge  of  funken  rocks, 
but  had  the  confolation  of  hcarinsi:,  that  althousrh 
llie  had  frequently  ftruck  v  lien  lifted  by  the  furge, 
it  had  not  been  violently ;  tliat  no  damage  had 
yet  been  fullaincd  ;  and  that  her  prefent  very  un- 
comfortable fjtuation  could  not  he  of  long  dura- 
tion, as  it  was  nearly  lialf  ebb  when  flic  grounded. 

Our  prefent  anchorage  bore  by  compafs  from 
the   rocks,  on   v;l\lch  the  Difcovcry  had  ftruck, 
though    intercepted   by  various  others,    S.  4  2  E. 
five  miles,  and  from  the  ledge  of  rocks  on  which 
the  Chatham  was  then  lying,  S.  Ol  E.  three  miles 
diftant.      Our  cftlmated  latitude  was  51°  2',  lon- 
gitude 232' 2f/.      Since  the   commencement  of 
the  month  of  Augullr,  the  foggy  weather  had  to- 
tally precluded  our  making  any  celeftial  obfcrva- 
tions  ;  the  fituation  thcrcibrc  of  the  iflands,  coafts, 
rocks,  &c.  welrward  from  Deep  Sea  bluff,  could 
only  be  afcertalned  hy  an  cftimatcd   protradion, 
which  mav  be  liable  to  errors  we  had  no  means 
to  detc6l ;  hence  this  portion  of  intricate  naviga- 
^    .  ...  tion 
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tion  is  not  to  be  implicitly  depended  upon  in  this 
particular,  as  exhibited  by  the  chart ;  but  the 
continued  direction  of  the  continental  ihore,  (the 
neareft  part  now  bearing  by  compafs  N.  E.  at  the 
diftance  of  about  half  a  league)  was  pofltively  af- 
certained  to  this  flation  ;  and  I  truft,  its  latitude 
and  longitude  will  not  be  found  to  deviate  many 
miles  from  the  truth. 

The  rocks  between  our  prefent  anchorage  and 
the  ocean  having  the  appearance  of  being  almoft 
impenetrable,  Mr.  Whidbey  was  difpatched  to 
difcover  the  mod  fafe  channel  for  us  to  purfuc. 
The  day-light  juft  ferved  him  to  execute  his  com- 
miffion  ;  and  on  his  return  at  night  he  informed 
me,  that  there  were  three  paffages ;  one  nearly 
through  the  centre  of  the  rocks ;  another  about 
midway  between  the  continental  ihore,  and  a 
very  broken  country  to  the  fouthward  of  us  ;  and 
a  third  between  the  neareft  clufter  of  rocks  and 
the  continent.  This  for  a  fmall  diftance  feemed 
to  be  clear  ;  but  further  to  the  north-wcftward  a 
labyrinth  of  rocks  appeared  to  ftrctch  from  the 
continent  towards  land,  forming  like  two  iflands. 
^hefe  rocks  nearly  joined  to  the  north-eaftcrn- 
moft  about  nine  miles  from  us,  bearing  by  com- 
pafs N.  50  W.  the  wefternmoft  at  about  the 
fame  diftance,  N.  04  W. 

The  neareft  clufter  of  rocks,  whofc  fouthern 
part  was  almoft  in  a  line  with  the  cafternmoft 
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ifland,  not  quite  a  league  from  us,  we  were  to 
pafs  to  the  fouth  of;  between  them  and  other 
rocks  and  rocky  iflcts,  to  the  weft  ward  and  S.  W. 
forming  a  channel  about  two  miles  wide,  in  whicji 
no  vifible  obftru(^ion  had  been  difcovered .  by 
Mr.  Whidbcy.  Thefe  rocks  and. rocky  ifletspre- 
fented  an  appearance  of  being  as  nearly  connected 
with  the  fouthern  broken  Ihore,  as  thofe  further 
north  did  with  the  continent,  giving  us  little  to 
^xpc6l  but  a  very  intricate  and  hazardous  naviga^- 


tion. 
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An  extremely  thick  fog  uihering  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  8th,  precluded  our  feeing  or  kf»owing 
any  thing  of  the  Chatham's  fituation ;  and  obliged 
us  to  remain  in  the  moft  painful  ft^te  of  fufpenfe 
until  about  nine  in  the  forenoon,  when  the  fog 
in  fome  meafure  difperfing,  we  had  the  fatiisfac- 
tion  of  feeing  our  confort  approaching  us  under 
fail ;  and  having  a  light  foutherly  breeze,  with  the 
ebb  tide  in  our  favor,  we  immediately  weighed 
in  order  to  proceed  together  through;  the  channel 
before  mentioned  between  the  rocks. 

On  the  return  of  the  boats.  Lieutenant  Bakery 
who  had  been  with  our  people  affifting  the  Chat* 
ham  during  the  night,  informed  me  th^t  latterly 
ftic  had  ftruck  fo  hard,  as  intirely  to  dilable  both 
the  fpare  topmafts,  which  had  bten  ufed  for 
flioars;  but  that  about  half  paft  one  they  fuc- 
ceeded  in  heaving  her  off,  without  the  a|)pea*j- 
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mice  of  her  having  fuftaincd  any  very  material 
damage.  Our  fails  were  fcarcely  fct  Avhen  the 
.^ind  became  variable  ;  and  foon  after  mid- day 
jjiartral  fogs  and  a  clear  atmofphere  fuceceded  each 
other  in  every  diredion.  Thefe  by  one  o'clock 
obliged  us  again,  to  anchor  in  fifty-five  fathoms 
water,  as  did  the  Chatham  about  two  miles  to 
the  northward  of  our  former  llation,  and  within 
iSL  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  continental  ftiorc.  Here 
we  were,  detained  until  nine  the  following  morn- 
ing of  Thurfday  the  gth,  when  with  a  light  eafl- 
wardly  breeze,  and  clear  weather,  we  direded 
©w  courfe  as  before  ilated.  On  pafling  near  the 
bJocks  oh  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  channel,  we  had 
foundings  at  the  depth  of  twenty-eight  fathoms, 
rockybottom;  but  immediately  afterwards  gained 
no  grownd  with  fixty  and  fcventy  fathoms  of  line. 
As  itrwasmy  intention  to  feek  a  channel  between 
the  itvvo  iflands,  the  Cliatham's  fignal  was  made 
to  lead.  The  wind  being  light  we  advanced 
flowly,  paffing  fomc  very  dangerous  rocks,  w  hofc 
fituation  was<onIy  to  be  known  by  the  breakers 
npon  theai'at  low  tide,  lying  about  two  miles  to 
the  S.  E.  of  the  north-cafternmoft  ifland.  "  '  ^^ 
-,  iThciugli  clear  immediately  overhead,  the  ho- 
iiw)n:W'6si /incumbered  with  partial  fogs  in  every 
dircdtioft  i,  >This  real de red  the.  view  of  furround- 
ing;  objcl<fts  :not'leffi  limited  than  undefined,  and 
p«eveflted.fuch.<i>bferV(itions  being  made,  as  were 
5oni>  X  .  ncccfTary 
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necelTary  for  afcertaining  our  pofitive  fituation. 
About  noon  we  were  becalmed  between  thefe 
iflands,  whofe  <hores  are  about  two  miles  and  a 
half  afunder ;  foundings  were  obtained  at  the 
depth  of  fcventy  fathoms,  rocky  bottom.  They 
lie  from  each  other  about  north  and  fouth ;  the 
fouthernmoft  is  about  a  league  in  circuit,  with  a 
fmall  ifland  lying  off  its  ealtern  extremity.  The 
northernmoft,  inftead  of  being  one  ifland,  as  had 
been  fuppofcd,  was  now  found  to  comprehend 
eight  or  nine  fmall  iflcts,  lying  in  a  dire<^ion  about 
N.  50  W.  and  occupying  in  that  line  an  extent 
of  four  miles ;  their  breadth  about  half,  or  per- 
haps three  quarters  of  a  mile.  With  the  'aflfift- 
ancc  of  the  boats  a-head,  we  pafled  through  this 
channel  about  one  o'clock.  At  this  time  a  light 
breeze  fpringing  up  from  the  north- weftward,  we 
ftood  towards  the  fouthern  (hore  ;  it  was  not  how- 
ever, as  was  ufual  with  the  north-weflerly  winds, 
attended  with  clear  and  pleafant  weather,  but 
with  a  remarkably  thick  fog ;  and  having  no 
foundings  we  were  obliged  to  ply  to  windward 
under  an  eafy  fail  until  about  five  o'clock,  when 
we  gained  bottom,  and  anchored  in  fifty-live  fa- 
thoms water.  The  fog  foon  af^n  cleared  away, 
and  difcovercd  our  fituation  to  be  near  the  fouth- 
ern Ihorc,  before  a  fmall  opening  at  the  diftance 
of  about  a  mile.  This  by  compafs  bore  S.  7  W.; 
a  channel  that  appeared  to  ilretch  to  the  S.  E. 
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throuah  the  ranffc  ot*  iilands  to  the  fouthw  ard  of 
tliat  \vc  had  navigated,  bore  S.  80  E.  and  fecmcd 
tolcrabl)'  clear  of  thole  dangers  and  impediments 
with  which  we  had  lately  contended.  The  fouth- 
ernmoll:  of  the  iilands  we  had  palled  at  noon  bore 
by  compafs  N.  7  E.  at  the  diftance  of  about  a 
league;  and  the  north-wefternmofl:  of  the  iflets, 
N.  S  W.  diftant  about  two  leagues ;  a  low  point 
of  land  forming  the  fouth  point  of  an  opening  on 
the  continental  iliore  N.  M  W.  a  high   dillant 
mountain  being  the  northernmoft  land  in  fight 
N.  30  W.  and  the  wefternmoft  land  on  the  fouth- 
crn  lliore  S.  55  W.     Between  thefe  latter  direc- 
tions the  oceanic  horizon  fcemcd  perfedly  clear 
and  uninterrupted.    >       h^'jrf-B  • ';'•!•>'♦*  *.    -•• 
■    Wc  now  appeared  to  have  reached  the  part  of 
the  coaft  that  had  been  vilited  and  named  by  fe- 
veral  of  the  traders  from  Europe  and  India.    The 
.Experiment,  commanded  by.Mr.  S.  Wedgbo- 
tough,  in  Augutl,!  730,  honored  the  inlet  through 
which  we  had  lately  pafled,  with  the  n>ame  of 
*'  Queen  Charlotte's  Souisd.;"  the  opening 
on  the  contincnlfd  Ihore  was  difcovered,  and  called 
"  Smith's  Inlet,"  by  Mr.  James  Hanna,  tlie 
fame  year ;  the  high  diftant  mountain  that  ap- 
peaiJed  to  be  fcparated  from  the  main  land,  formed 
part  of  a  duller  named  by  Mr.  Duncan  "Cal- 
vert's Islands;"  and  the  channel  between  them 
and  the  main  land,  was  bv  Mr,  Hanna  called 
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*'  Fitzhugh's  Sound."  Thcfe  being  the  names 
given,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  by  the  firfl  difco- 
verers  of  this  part  of  the  coaft,  will  be  continued 
by  me,  and  adopted  in  my  charts  and  journal.     ^ 

Dcllitute  of  any  other  authority,  our  ellimated 
latitude  in  this  fituation  was  51°  4^  longitude 
232°  8^  In  the  evening  I  vifited  the  fhores,  and 
found  the  opening  take  a  winding  itjutherly  di- 
rediion,  dividing  the  land  moft  probably  into  two 
or  more  iflands.  Weftward  of  the  opening  a 
iiuidy  beach  ftretched  along  the  coaft,  and  af- 
forded tolerably  good  fhelter,  with  anchorage 
from  fix  to  twenty  fathoms  depth  of  water.  Some 
detached  rocks  were  obferved  to  lie  at  a  little  dif- 
tance  from  thefe  iliores.       '  ''         ' 

Having  a  fine  breeze  from  the  caftward  on  the 
morning  of  Friday  the  10th,  we  weighed  at  feven, 
and  ftood  acrofs  Queen  Charlotte's  found  for  the 
entrance  of  Smith's  inlet.  The  Chatham  being 
ordered  to  lead,  at  half  paft  ten  made  the  fignal 
'for  foundings,  at  the  depth  of  ten  to  eighteen  fa- 
thoms. In  this  fituation  the  ifland,  near  which 
the  Chatham  had  grounded,  bore  S,  43  E.  diftant 
about  fix  or  fcven  leagues ;  and  the  labyrinth  of 
rocks  that  before  had  appeared  to  extend  along 
the  continental  lliore,  now  "jemed  to  exift  no 
further  than  a  low  fandy  po!at  bearing  by  com- 
E.  S.  E.  at  the  diftance  of  a^out  two  leaa:ues. 
The  lliores  of  the  main  from  this  pohit  feemed 
'•^■^^-^  X3  fVce 
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free  from  rocks,  and  poilcfled  fome  fmall  fandy 
bays  to  the  fouth  point  of"  entrance  into  Smith's 
inlet,  which  bore  by  compafs  N.  1 8  VV.  about  a 
league  diftant ;  where  detached  rocks  were  again 
feen  to  incumber  the  Ihorc. 

The  weather,  lefs  unfavorable  to  our  purfuits 
than  for  fome  time  paft,  permitted  our  having 
a  tolerably  diftincS  view  of  the  furrounding  coun- 
try. The  opening  before  us,  Fitzhugh's  found, 
appeared  to  be  cxtenfive  in  a  northerly  direction. 
At  noon  we  found  our  obferved  latitude  to  be 
5  r  3 1',  longitude  232''  -i'.  In  this  fituation,  the 
fouth  point  of  Calvert's  ifland  bore  by  compafs 
N.  29  W.  its  weftcrnmoft  part  i^  fight  N.  60W. 
two  clufters  of  rocks  S.  73  W.  and  N.  ;o  W. 
thcfc  were  difcovered  by  Mr.  Hanna,  who  named 
the  former  "Yihgin,"  the  latter  *^  J^earl 
Rocks,"  both  which  being  low,  and  atforqe  dif- 
tance  from  the  fhore,  are  dangcroufly  fituated. 
The  fouth  point  of  Smith's  jnlet  terminating  the 
continental  fhore  in  a  north-wcftwardly  direc- 
tion, bore  by  compafs  S.  40  E.  from  which  the 
Virgin  rocks,  about  thirteen  miles  diftant,  lie  N. 
75  W.  and  the  Pearl  rocks  N.  38  W.  diftant 
^bout  eight  miles. 

Intending  to  continue  the  invefligation  of  the 
continental  fliore  up  Smith's  inlet,  the  Chatham 
was  direded  that  way  ;  but  as  we  advanced,  the 
great  number  of  rocky  iflcts  and  rocks,  as  well 
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beneath  as  above  the  furface  of  the  fca,  and  the 
irregularity  of  the  foundings,  induced  me  to  aban- 
don this  dcfign,  and  to  fleer  along  the  eaflern  fide 
of  Calvert's  illand,  forming  a  flecp  and  bold  fliore, 
in  qucfl  of  "  Port  Safety,"  laid  down  in  Mr.  Dun- 
can's chart,  or  of  any  other  convenient  anchorage 
>vc  might  find  ;  and  from  thence  to  difpatch  two 
parties  in  the  boats,  one  to  profecute  the  exami- 
nation of  the  broken  fliorcs  to  the  fouth-eaflward 
of  us,  the  other  to  explore  the  main  branch  of 
Fitzhugh's  found  leading  to  the  northward.  In 
confequence  of  this  determination,  the  necefTary 
fignal  was  made  to  the  Chatham  for  quitting  her 
purfuit ;  and  we  made  all  fail  to  the  northward. 
On  pafling  that  which  we  had  confidered  as 
the  fouth  point  of  Calvert's  ifland,  it  proved  to 
be  two  fmall  iflets  lying  near  it ;  and  from  the 
fbuthernmofl  of  them,  the  Virgin  and  Pearl  rocks 
in  a  line  lie  S.  08  W.  the  former  eleven,  and  the 
latter  four  miles  diflant.  .        ;. 

As  we  proceeded  up  this  found,  the  eaflern  fhore 
ftill  continued  to  be  much  divided  by  water ;  to- 
wards the  fca  it  was  of  moderate  height,  though 
the  interior  country  was  confiderably  elevated ; 
the  whole  was  apparently  one  intire  forefl  of  pine 
trees  produced  from  the  chafms  in  the  rugged 
rocks  of  which  the  country  is  formed.  The  weft- 
cm,  or  fhore  of  Calvert's  iflands  is  firm,  and  rofe 
abruptly  from  the  fca  to  a  very  great  height,  feem- 
'.vL.  X  4  i"gly 
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ingly  compofcd  of  the  fame  rocky  materials,  and 
like  the  eaftern  fhore,  intirely  covered  uith  pine 
trees.  About  four  in  the  afternoon  of  Saturday 
the  eleventh,  a  fmall  cove  was  difcovercd  on  the 
wcftern  fliore,  bearing  fome  rcfemblancc  to  Mr. 
Duncan's  port  Safety,  but  differing  in  its  latitude 
according  to  our  run  fmce  noon.  Appearing  how- 
ever likely  to  anfwcr  all  our  purposes,  we  hauled 
in  for  it ;  the  fhorcs  we  found  to  be  bold,  deep 
on  either  fide,  and  foundings  at  the  entrance 
were  from  twenty-three  to  thirty  fathoms,  foft 
bottom.  We, anchored  about  fix  in  the  evening 
rn  fcventcen  fathoms  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
cbvc,  as  did  the  Chatham  on  the  oppofite  fhore, 
flieadying  the  vcffels  with  hawfers  to  the  trees. 
My  firft  obje<fl  after  the  fhip  was  ferured,  was  to 
examine  the  cove.  It  terminated  in  a  fmall  beach, 
near  whicli  was  a  ftream  of  excellent  water  and 
an  abundance  of  wood  :  of  thcfe  ncceffaries  we 
now  required  a  confiderable  fupply ;  and  as  the 
field  of  employment  for  our  boats  would  be  ex- 
tenfive,  there  was  little  doubt  of  our  remaining 
here  a  fufficient  time  to  replenifli  thefe  ftores. 
Being  tolerably  well  fheltered  in  this  cove,  I  was 
willing  to  hope  the  Chatham  might  with  fecu- 
nty,  and  without  much  difficulty,  be  laid  on 
fliore  to  examine  if  fhc  had  fuftaincd  any  damage 
wdiilft  ftriking  on  the  rocks.  /li.J  ;;»   :yi';i   : .    : 

After  giving  dircdions  for  the  execution  of 
■'h  i.'i  :   /  thcfe 
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thcfe  ferviccs,  I  ordered  the  yawl,  hiunrh,  and 
two  cutters  belonging  to  the  Dllcovcry,  and  the 
Chatham's  cutter  to  be  ccpiippcd,  fupplicd  with 
a  week's  provifions,  and  to  be  in  rcadinefs  to  de- 
part early  the  next  morning.  The  boats  being 
prepared  and  fupplicd,  agreeably  to  my  uifhes, 
we  departed  about  five  o'clock  ;  and  having  pro- 
ceeded together  nearly  into  the  middle  of  the 
ibund,  I  diredcd  Lieutenant  Pugct  and  Mr. 
Whidbcy,  in  the  Difcovcry's  launch  and  large 
cutter,  to  examine  the  coall:  we  had  left  unex- 
plored to  the  fouth-calhvard,  from  the  termina- 
tion of  the  continent  in  its  N.  W.  diredion,  to 
a  certain  point  on  the  eallern  fliore,  where  Mr. 
Johnftone,  in  the  Chatham's  cutter,  attended  by 
Mr.  Humphreys  in  the  Difcovery'?  fmall  cutter, 
would  commence  his  inquiry.  Conceiving  the 
northern  furvey  would  be  infinitely  more  exten- 
iive  than  that  to  the  fc.ith,  I  joined  Mr.  John- 
ftone's  party,  in  order  to  fix  on  a  rendezvous 
where,  agreeably  to  my  propofed  plan,  he  w^ould 
on  his  return  find  the  veficls,  or  they  would  bq 
on  their  way  from  the  cove  to  the  place  fo  ap- 
pointed. ■  '  '-' .'  *■-<>■  -  f^i'T  fi'* 
Our  feparatlon  had  fcarcely  taken  place,  when 
our  foutherly  breeze  frefhencd  to  a  briik  gale, 
attended  by  a  torrent  of  rain.  The  wind  however 
having  favored  our  purfuit,  we  reached  the  caft- 
crn  Ihore  about  five  miles  to  the  northward  of 
'   *"*  the 
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the  cove  where  the  fhips  rode.  It  was  low  hut 
compa«Jt,  with  one  (mall  opening  only,  iiiipafl'uhle 
lor  our  boats  by  breakers  extending  acrofs  it.  On 
the  weflcrn  fide  two  confpicuous  openings  had 
been  obfervcd;  the  iouthernmoft  had  the  appear- 
ance of  being  a  very  fine  harbour;  the  other, 
about  two  leagues  further  north,  formed  a  paflagc 
to  fea,  in  which  -were  feveral  rocky  iflets.  About 
noon  vcc  arrived  at  the  point  where  Mr.  John- 
ilone's  refcarchcs  were  to  commence,  nearly  in 
the  diredion  of  north  from  the  fliips,  and  at  the 
diilance  or*  about  fixteen  miles.  From  this  point, 
the  north  point  of  the  paflage  leading  to  fea,  lies 
S.  3(j  \V.  four  miles  diftant;  but  the  thick  rainy 
■weather  prevented  our  feeing  any  objcds  that 
were  to  the  northward.  Increafed  torrents  of 
rain,  and  thick  ftormy  weather  from  the  S.  E. 
obliged  us  to  take  llielter  in  the  firll  fafe  place 
•we  could  difcover,  which  prefented  itfelf  in  a 
fmall  cove,  about  a  mile  from  the  point  above- 
mentioned,  where  we  were  very  unpleafantly  de- 
tained until  near  noon  the  following  day,  Sunday 
the  12th,  when  the  wind  having  moderated,  and 
the  rain  in  fomc  degree  abated,  we  refumed  our 
examination  along  the  ftarboard  or  continental 
Ihore,  extending  from  the  above  point  about  a 
league  and  a  half  in  a  north  dircdion.  Here  the 
inlet  divided  into  two  capacious  branches;  that 
which  appeared  to  be  the  principal  one  Hill  con- 
.„|t  tinucd 


■iH 


/' 


(I 


AUnUST, 

low  but 
ipafluhlo 
s  it.  Oil 
ngs  had 
:  appcar- 
c   other, 
pail  age 
About 
r.  John- 
icarly  in 
dat  the 
lis  point, 
>  fca,  lies 
ick  rainy 
cds  that 
rrcnts  of 
the  S.  K. 
afe  place 
tfclt'  in  a 
It  abovc- 
fantly  dc- 
/^,  Sunday 
atcd,  and 
jmed  our 
)ntinental 
t  about  a 
Here  the 
hcs;  that 
ftill  con- 
tinued 


^ 


m 


17{)2.]  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  313 

tinned  its  northerly  courCe,  the  other  ftretch.cd 
E.  N.  E.  and  was  in  general  about  a  mile  wide. 
In  order  to  profecute  the   I'urvey  ot*  the  conti- 
nental  Ihore,  which  I  prclumed  this  to  be,  tlic 
hitter  became  the  firll  objet^l  of  our  examination, 
for  which  we  quitted   the  former,  whole  width 
we  cilimated  at  a  league.     The  intermlllion  of 
the  rain  was  for  a  fliort  time  only ;  at  three  in 
the  afternoon  it  again  returned  with  fuch  fqually 
and  impleafant  weather,  that  we  were  ncccfii- 
tatcd,  at  fix,  to  take  up  our  abode  for  the  night 
on  a  long  fandy  beach,  about  eight  miles  within 
the  entrance  of  this  eaftern  branch.    In  the  S.  E. 
corner  of  this  beach  was  the  largcft  brook  of  frefli 
water  we  had  yet  feen  on  the  coad.     It  bore  a 
very  high  colour,  and  emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea 
with  confidcrable  velocity.    Here  the  mountains, 
which  appeared  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  fnowy 
barrier  from  mount  Stephens,  retired  a  fmall  dif- 
tancc  from  the  beach,  and  the  low  land,  occupy- 
ing the  intermediate  fpace,  produced  pine  trees 
of  inferior  growth,  from  a  bed  of  mofs  and  de- 
cayed vegetables  in   the  ftate  of  turf,  nearly  as 
inflammable  as  the  wood  which  it  produced.     A 
continuation  of  the  unpleafant  weather  confined 
us  to  this  uncomfortable  fpot  until  the  afternoon 
of  Monday  the   13th;    when,  about  four,   wc 
again  proceeded  up  the  branch,  which,  from  the 
beach,  took  a  diredion  N.  by  E. ;  the  furtheft 
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point  fecn  in  that  line  was  at  the  diftancc  of 
about  three  leagues ;  this,  after  palling  an  cxten- 
fivc  cove  on  the  ftarboard  fide,  we  reached  about 
nine  at  night.  Excepting  this  cove,  and  that  wc 
had  juft  before  left,  no  other  was  fcen  ;  the  fides 
of  this  channel  were  compofcd  of  compad,  ftu- 
pendous  mountains,  and  nearly  iperpendicular, 
rocky  cliffs,  producing  pine  trees  to  a  confider- 
able  height  above  the  ihores,  and  then  nearly 
barren  to  their  lofty  fummits,  which  were  moftly 
covered  with  fnow. 

During  the  night  wc  had  much  rain ;  the 
next  morning,  Tuefday  the  14th,  the  weather 
was  cloudy,  with  fomc  palling  fliovvers,  which 
at  intervals  enabled  us  to  obtain  a  tolerably  dlf- 
tindl  view  of  the  region  before  us ;  and  for  the 
firfl  time,  fince  the  commencement  of  this  ex- 
pedition, it  Ihewed  the  branch  wc  were  navi- 
gating to  be  about  two  miles  wide,  extending  in 
a  N.  E.  by  E.  dire(5lion,  feveral  leagues  ahead. 
I  had  been  in  continual  expectation  of  finding 
that  the  larboard  lliorc  would  prove  to  be  an 
illand,  in  which  cafe,  on  the  return  of  the  launch 
and  cutter,  the  vell'els  Ihould  have  been  removed 
to  its  northern  extremity,  and  by  that  means  the 
return  of  the  boats  that  were  Hill  to  proceed, 
would  be  materially  Ihortened  ;  but,  feeing  little 
realon  to  indulge  this  hope  any  longer,  I  ap- 
pointed a  rendezvous  with  Mr.  Johnftone',  a  little 
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to  the  fouth  of  the  entrance  into  this  arm;  where, 
on  his  return,  he  would  find  the  veflcls,  or  they 
would  be  on  their  way  thither ;  and,  after  bid- 
ding him  farewell,  returned  on  my  way  towards 
the  Ihips.  -:'-■•  -i      ' 

By  noon  we  had  reached  the  entrance  of  this 
branch  of  the  inlet,  where,  on  a  fmall  iflet  near 
its  fouth  point,  I  obferved  the  latitude  to  be  51^ 
52'',  making  the  ftation  at  which  I  had  parted 
w  ith  Mr.  Johnftone,  and  which  I  had  concluded 
to  be  the  continental  flaore,  in  latitude  52"  3^ 
longitude  :232"  IQ''.  This  rendezvous  was  about 
37  miles  from  the  ftation  of  the  vefiels,  in  as  dc- 
folate  inhofpi tabic  a  country  as  the  moft  melan- 
choly creature  could  be  defirous  of  inhabiting. 
The  eagle,  crow,  and  raven,  that  occafionally  had 
borne  us  company  in  our  lonely  rcfearches,  vifitcd 
not  thefe  dreary  lliores.  The  common  fhcU-fifli, 
fuch  as  mufcies,  clams,  and  cockles,  and  the 
nettle  famphire,  and  other  coarfe  vegetables,  that 
had  been  fo  highly  eifcntial  to  our  health  and 
maintenance  in  all  our  former  excurfions,  were 
icarccly  found  to  exill  here ;  and  the  ruins  of  one 
niiferable  hut,  near  where  we  had  lodged  the 
preceding  night,  was  the  only  indication  we  favv 
that  human  beings  ever  reforted  to  the  country 
before  us,  which  appeared  to  be  devoted  intirely 
to  the  amphibious  race  ;  feals  and  fca-otters,  par- 
ticularly the  latter,  were  fcen  in  great  numbers. 

Having 
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Having  dined,  and  dedicated  a  (liort  interval 
of  fun-Hiinc  to  the  drylnt?;  of  our  wet  clothes,  wc 
made  the  bell  of  our  way  towards  the  lliips ; 
where,  about  midnight,  we  arrived,  mod  excef- 
fivcly  fatigued ;  the  inclemency  of  the  weather 
having,  on  this  occaiion,  been  more  feverely  felt 
than  in  any  of  our  forin'^r  expeditions. 

The  fame  very  difiigrceable  weather  had  pre- 
vailed during  our  abience,  attended  with  much 
more  wind  than  wc  had  experienced.  From  the 
S.  W.  the  gale  had  blown  particularly  hard, 
which  caufed  the  moft:  grateful  reflections  for 
our  having  providentially  reached  fo  comfortable 
a  place  of  Ihelter,  from  the  dangers  that  muft 
neccffarily  have  awaited  our  navri^'^tirg,  in  fuch 
tempclluous  weather,  the  intrict  nd  unex- 
plored region  we  liad  fo  recently  c^i.^tced.    ^>ii\    i 

During  our  absence,  a  fulBcicnt  quantity  of 
falmon  liad  been  taken,  for  every  pcrfon  on  board 
the  \ clTcl ;  the  neccllluy  fupplics  of  wood  and 
water  were  nearly  completed ;  but  the  rife  and 
fall  of  the  tide  had  net  been  equal  to  our  wifhes 
for  the  purpofe  of  groundlr.p;  the  Ciiatham,  with- 
out landing  the  greater  ])art  of  her  ilores  and 
provifions ;  and,  as  the  bottom  at  low  tide  w^as 
found  to  be  foft  mud,  uni'avourable  to  fuch  an 
operation,  tluit  bufmefs  was  necefl'arily  deferred. 

The  weather,  though  clear  at  intervals  for  a 
fhort  time,  continuing  'cry  bolflerous,  filled  our 
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minds  with  much  folicitude  for  the  welfare  of  our 
friends  in  the  boats ;  particularly  thofe  detached 
to  the  S.  E.  who  were  greatly  cxpofed  not  only 
to  its  inclemency,  but  to  the  violence  of  the  fea, 
"which,  from  an  uninterrupted  ocean,  broke  with 
great  fury  on  the  fouthern  Ihores.  One  confola- 
tion,  however,  always  attended  my  anxious  con- 
cern on  thefe  perilous  occafions,  that,  in  the  ex- 
pofure  of  my  people  to  fuch  fatiguing  and  hazar- 
dous fervice,  I  could  ever  depend  on  their  cheerful 
and  ready  obedience  to  the  prudent  and  judicious 
directions  of  the  officers  who  were  intruftcd  with 
the  command  of  thefe  adventurous  expeditions. 
Friday,  the  17th.  Whilft  we  thus  remained 
under  much  concern  for  the  fafety  of  our  de- 
tached parties,  we  were  fuddenly  fuprized  by  tlie 
arrival  of  a  brig  6fF  the  entrance  of  the  cove» 
under  Engliih  colours.  A  fight  fo  uncommon, 
creatgfl  a  variety  of  opinions  as  to  the  caufe  that 
would  induce  any  veffel  in  a  commercial  pur- 
fuit,  (for  fo  flie  appeared  to  be  employed)  to  vifit 
a  legion  fo  defolate  and  inhofpitable.  Our  fuf- 
penfe,  howc^•cr,  was  at  an  end  on  the  return  of 
Lieutenant  Baker,  who  informed  me  fhe  was  the 
Venus  belonging  to  Bengal,  of  lio  tons  bur- 
then, commanded  by  Mr.  Shepherd,  laft  from 
Nootka,  and  bound  on  a  tradinaj  vovage  alone: 
thefe  fliores  ;  that  having  found  the  price  of 
ikins  fo  exorbitant  on  the  fea-coaft,  he  had  been 
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induced  to   try  this  inland   navigation,   in  the 
hope  of  procurinr^  them   at  a  Icfs  extravagant 
price.     By  him  wc  received  the  plcafant  tidings 
.o£ihe  arrival  of  the  Dicdalus  ftore-fhip,  laden 
with  a  fupply  of  provifions  and  ftores  for  our 
«fe;    and  he  acquainted  Mr.   Baker  that  Sen* 
Quadra  was  waiting  with  the  greateft  impatience 
to  deliver  up  the  fcttlcment'  and  territories  at 
Nootka.     But,  as  fortune  too  frequently  com- 
bines difaftrous  circumftanccs  with  grateful  in- 
telligence, Mr.  Shepherd  had  brought  with  him 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  New,  mailer  of  the 
Da:-dalus,  informing  me  of  a  mod  dlftrefling  and 
melancholy  event.    Lieutenant  Hergeft  the  com- 
mander, Mr.  William  Gooch   the  aftronomer, 
with  one  of  the  feamcn  belonging  to  the  Dasda- 
lus,  had  been   murdered   by  the  inhabitants  of 
Woahoo,  whilft  on  fliore  procuring  water  at  that 
ifland.     A  circumllance  fo  much  to  be  deplored, 
and  fo  little  to  be  expected,  was  fmcerely  la- 
mented by  us  all,  and  fmcerely  felt  by  myfelf, 
us  Mr.  Hergeft  had,   for  many  years,  been  my 
moll  intimate  friend  ;  he  was  a  mod  valuable 
charader  ;  and  I  had  ever  efteemed  him  as  a  man 
not  lefs  defcrving  my  rcfped:  than  intitled  to  my 
regard.     The  lofs  of  Mr.  Gooch,  though  I  had 
not  the  pleafure  of  his  acquaintance,  would  un- 
avoidably be  materially  felt  in  the  fervice  we  had 
to  execute  during  the  cnfuing  part  of  our  voyage. 

For 
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For  although  Mr.  Whidbey,  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  fome  of  our  young  gentlemen,  relieved 
me  of  confiderablc  labour,  by  attending  to  nau- 
tical aftronomy ;  yet,  for  the  purpofe  of  expe- 
diting this  arduous  fervice  on  which  we  were 
employed,  the  abfence  both  of  Mr.  Whidbey  and 
myfelf  frequently  became  neceflary,  whilfl  the 
Ihips  remained  ftationary  for  fome  days,  in  fitu- 
ations  where  many  opportunities  might  occur 
of  making  various  aftronomical  obfervations  on 
fhore.  Although  we  were  compelled  to  appro- 
priate fuch  time  to  thofe  purfuits  as  were  indif- 
penfibly  rcquifite  to  determine  the  pofition  of 
different  points,  promontories  and  ftations,  yet 
we  had  lilt-e  leifure  for  making  fuch  mifcella- 
neous  obfcrvations  as  would  be  very  acceptable 
to  the  curious,  or  tend  to  the  improvement  of 
aftronomy. 

The  weather  was  lefs  difagreeable  and  boifter- 
ous  the  next  morning,  Saturday  the  18th,  when, 
to  ;^ur  great  fatisfadlion,  the  launch  and  cutter 
returned,  without  having  met  with  any  accident, 
although  infinitely  fatigued  by  the  fcverlty  of  the 
weather,  with  which  they  had  fo  long  contended. 

The  entrance  into  Smith's  inlet  was  nearly 
clofed  by  rocky  iflets,  fome  producing  flirubs  and 
fmall  trees,  others  none ;  with  innumerable  rocks 
as  well  beneath  as  above  the  furface  of  the  fea, 
rendering  it  a  very  intricate  and  dangerous  navi- 
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gation  for  fliipping.  Within  the  iflcts  and  rocks 
the  northern  Ihore  appeared  the  cleared  ;  but 
the  oppofite  fide  could  not  be  approached  with- 
out fomc  difficulty,  not  only  from  the  numerous 
rocks,  but  from  a  great  oceanic  fw  ell  occafioned 
by  the  prevailing  tempeftuous  weather.  From 
the  entrance  into  the  inlet,  whofe  north  point 
lies  from  its  fouth  point  N.  20  E.  about  a  league 
diftant,  they  found  it  extend,  nearly  in  ar  aft 
diredlon,  about  {ix  leagues ;  here  it  took  a  turn 
to  the  north-eallward,  and  terminated  in  lati- 
tude 5 1  o  24\  longitude  2 3 2°  4  ;  i '.  About  three 
leagues  within  the  entrance,  the  rocks  and  iflets 
ceafcd  to  exift,  and  the  inlet  contradled  to  a  ge- 
neral width  of  about  half  a  mile;  though,  in 
particular  places,  it  was  nearly  twice  that  dif- 
tance  from  Iborc  to  fliore  ;  both  of  which  were 
formed   by  high  rocky  precipices  covered  with 

wood.  ■   ;>-ti^  'iflirOCr""'   -!  li  }:.\  d  ■■'iVV   'iJilirjOr       ..'■) 

About  half  way  up  the  channel  a  village  of 
the  natives  was  difccvered,  which  our  gentlemen 
fuppofcd  might  contain  two  hundred  or  two 
hundred  and  fifty  pcrfons.  It  was  built  upon  a 
detached  rock,  conneded  to  the  main  land  by  a 
platform,  and,  like  thofe  before  mentioned,  con- 
tlruded  for  defence.  A  great  number  of  its  in- 
habitants, in  about  thirty  canoes,  vifited  our 
party,  and  ui'ed  every  endeavour  they  thought 
hkely  to  prc^ail  on  them  to  vifit  their  habitations. 
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They  offered  the  fkins  of  the  fea-otter  and  other 
animals  to  barter ;  and  befide  promifes  of  refrefh- 
ment,  made  figns  too  unequivocal  to  be  mifun- 
derftood,  that  the  female  part  of  their  fociety 
would  be  very  happy  in  the  pleafurc  of  their 
company.  Having  no  leifure  to  comply  with 
thefe  repeated  folicitations,  the  civil  offers  of  the 
Indians  were  declined  ;  and  the  party  continued 
th^ir  route  back,  keeping  the  northern  or  conti- 
ntiital  fhore  on  board.  On  the  l6th  they  en- 
tered another  opening,  about  a  league  to  the 
north  of  the  north  point  of  Smith's  inlet.  The 
entrance  into  this  feemed  lefs  dangerous  than  the 
former ;  it  had,  however,  on  its  fouthern  fide, 
many  rocky  iflets  and  rocks ;  but  they  difcovered 
no  one  below  the  furface  of  the  water,  nor  any 
danger  that  could  not  eafily  be  avoided  ;  and,  by 
keeping  on  the  north  fide  of  the  entrance,  which 
is  about  half  a  league  acrofs,  a  fair  navigable  paA 
fage  was  found  about  half  a  mile  wide,  between 
the  north  fhore  and  the  rocky  iflets  that  lie  off 
its  fouthern  fide.  Along  this  the  continent  was 
traced  about  a  league,  in  an  eaft  diredlion,  where 
the  opening  took  its  courfe  N.  1 5  E.  about  ]  0 
miles,  and  terminated  in  latitude  51°  42',  longi- 
tude 232°  22'.  About  a  league  and  a  half  fouth 
of  this  ftation,  a  fmall  branch  extends  about  four 
miles  to  the  W.  N.  W. ;  and,  half  a  league  fur- 
-  ^   .   .-    .^  '  .  Y  2        ■  '        :.  -  ;■•     ther 
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ther  foiith,  another  ftrctches  iibout  the  fame  dif* 
tancc  to  the  N.  E. 

In  this  inlet,  which  I  have  diftina;uiflied  by 
the  name  of  IIivers's  Channel,  the  land  con- 
tinued of  a  more  moderate  height,  further  up, 
than  had  generally  been  found  to  be  the  cafe : 
but  where  it  branched  off  in  the  above  diredions 
towards  its  head,  the  fhores  were  compofed  of 
high  flecp  rocky  mountains,  and,  like  Smith's 
inlet,  and  many  other  channels  of  this  kind  that 
we  had  examined,  afforded  no  foundings  in  the 
middle  with  80  fathoms  of  line  ;  though  in  the 
bays,  found  in  moft  of  them,  anchorage  may,  in  all 
probability,  be  procured.  Having  finally  exa- 
mined thefe  branches,  they  returned,  by  a  very 
narrow  intricate  paffage  on  the  northern  fliore, 
leading  through  an  immcnfity  of  rocky  iflcts  and 
rocks,  until  they  reached  Point  Addenlrooke, 
and  again  arrived  on  the  eaftern  fliorc  of  Fitz- 
hugh's  found  ;  making  the  land  they  had  puffed, 
in  g'oing  up  this  laft  inlet,  on  their  larboard  fide, 
an  ifland  about  fix  or  fcven  miles  long.  The 
continental  Ihore,  abreaft  of  this  ftation,  havina; 
^  been  fo  far  afcertaihed,  their  fupply  of  provifions 
being  exhaufted,  and  being  greatly  fatigued  by 
the  inclement  weather,  they  returned  on  board 
without  proceeding  agreeably  to  my  original  de- 
fif  '  to  the  northern  extremity  allotted  to  their 
examination.     The  further  labour,   however,  of 
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this  party,  I  dccrrtcd  unncccflary,  having  become 
pcrfcdly  fatis6ed  as  to  the  intermediate;  fpace. 
Every  thing  was  therefore  dircded  to  be  taken 
from  the  fliore,  that  wc  might  fail  in  the  morn- 
ing towards  the  rendezvous  I  had  appointed  w  ith 
Mr.  Johnftone.         -  <-        -  •     .  ,    .  ..  . 

•  Since  my  return  from  the  laft  boat  expedition, 
I  had  fortunately  obtained,  during  the  few  Ihort 
intervals  of  tjair  weather  that  had  occurred,  fome 
tolerably  good  obfervations  for  the  latitude  and 
longitude  of  this  ftation.  The  former,  by  three 
meridional  altitudes  of  the  fun,  appeared  to  be 
51^  32^  the  latter,  232°  3'  15" :  the  variation  of 
the  compafs,  1  7°  7'eaftwardly.  This  cove  is  at 
its  entrance,  the  points  of  which  lie  from  each 
other  N.  30  W.  and  S.  30  E.,  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  wide ;  and  from  thence,  to  its  head,  in  a 
diredion  S.  Gs  W.,  about  a  mile.  A  fmall  rock 
and  two  rocky  iflets  lie  off  its  north  point  of  en- 
trance. It  undoubtedly  bore  fome  refemblance 
at  firft  to  Mr.  Duncan's  port  Safety  ;  but  on  re- 
ference to  particulars,  differed  very  materially. 
Mr. Duncan  places  port  Safety  in  latitude  5 1^41''; 
and  in  his  iketch  takes  no  notice  of  the  above- 
mentioned  iflets  and  rocks.  By  him  port  Safety 
is  recommended  us  a  very  proper  place  for  clean- 
ing and  refitting  vcifcls ;  and  he  fays,  that  the 
oppofite  Iliorc  is  not  more  than  fix  or  ievcn  miles 
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dillant.  We  however  found  the  oppofitc  Ihorc 
within  a  league  of  us ;  and  at  the  entrance  of 
the  cove,  inllead  of  lOO  fathoms,  as  ilatcd  by 
Mr.  Duncan,  we  had  only  30  fathoms  water; 
(dccrcafing  gradually  to  its  head,  the  whole  a  foft 
muddy  bottom,  and  confcquently  very  improper 
for  the  operations  of  cleaning  or  repairing  vefTels. 
Notwithftandlng  this  manifeft  difagrccment,  there 
were  thofc  amongft  us,  who  having  heard  Mr. 
Duncan's  difcourfe  on  this  fubjedl,  infifted  upon 
the  certainty  of  its  being  his  port  Safety.  In  this 
opinion  however,  I  could  not  concur,  for  the 
obvious  rcafons  above  ftated,  and  was  more  in- 
clined to  fuppofe,  that  the  opening  I  had  fccn 
when  in  the  boats  on  this  fliorc,  to  the  fouth  of 
that  which  led  to  fea,  was  Mr.  Duncan's  port 
Safety,  as  that  correfpondcd  nearer  in  point  of 
latitude,  and  had  more  the  appearance  of  a  pori 
than  this  fmali  co\e :  it  however  is  the  firft  place 
that  atfords  fafe  and  convenient  anchorage  oi"^ 
the  weftern  fliorc,  within  the  fouth  entrance  into 
Fitzhugh's  found,  and  proved  a  comfortable  re- 
treat to  us  from  the  dangerous  fituations  to  which 
we  had  fo  recently  been  expofed.  Hence  I  have 
diilinguiflied  it  by  the  name  of  Safety  Cove  j 
and  have  only  further  to  add,  that  the  rife  and 
fall  of  the  tide  was  about  ten  feet,  and  that  it  is 
high  water  at  the  time  the  moon  paiils  the  me- 
,  ridia:i. 
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ridian.  The  fame  circumftances  rcfpcifling  the 
tides  were  obfervcd  by  thofc  emphjycd  in  the 
boat  excurfions  from  this  ilation. 
*!  in  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  IQth,  we  failed 
out  of  Safety  cove,  having  for  the  firll  time  fmce 
the  commencement  of  tlteprcfent  month,  aplea- 
fant  breeze  from  the  S.  E.  with  fercne  and  cheer- 
ful weather.  About  eleven  o'clock  we  had"  the 
gratification  of  being  joined  by  our  other  boat 
party ;  and  from  Mr.  Johnftonc  I  learned,  that 
about  four  miles  to  the  N.  E.  of  the  fpot  w  here 
I  had  quitted  them,  they  purfued  a  narrow  branch 
of  the  inlet  winding  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-wefh- 
ward,  to  the  latitude  of  50"  57',  due  fouth  of  the 
place  of  our  feparation.  The  inclemency  of  the 
weather  detained  them  in  this  fituatioh  until  the 
lOth,  when  they  purfued  the  main  branch  of  the: 
inlet,  which  is  from  one  to  two  miles  broad,  in 
a  north-cafterly  dire(5lion,  to  a  point  which  I 
called  by  the  name  of  Poixx  Menzies,  after 
Mr.  Menzies  who  had  accompanied  me,  and  af- 
terwards Mr.  Johnftone,  in  this  cxcurlion ;  here 
the  inlet  divides  into  three  branches,  each  nearly 
as  wide  as  that  they  had  navigated.  The  firft 
led  to  the  N.  W.  the  fecond  to  the  northward, 
and  the  other  to  the  fouth.  Several  lca{>;ucs  to 
the  S.  W.  of  point  Menzies,  the  water  had  af- 
liimcd  a  pale  white  colour,  and  was  not  \  (  ry  "lilt,' 
which  had  encouraged  them  to  pulh  forwad  in 
;■     T:- r-v;^  Y  -1  conitant 


^m 


i 


B 


328  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [AUGUST, 

conftant  cxpc(5lation  of  finding  its  termination  ; 
but  on  reaching  the  above  (lation,  all  hopes  in- 
tirely  vanifhcd  of  carrying  their  rcfcarches  further 
into  execution,  having  extended  their  cxcurfion 
beyond  the  time  I  had  prefcribcd,  and  the  period 
for  which  they  had  been  fupplied  with  provifions. 
Thcfc  on  the  morning  of  the  1  7th,  being  nearly 
expended,  Mr.  Johnflone  confidcred  it  moft  pru- 
dent to  decline  any  further  inveftigation,  and  to 
return  to  the  (liips.  Thcfe  they  reached  two 
days  afterwards,  almoft  exhauiled  with  hunger 
and  fatigue. 

.  The  country  they  had  vifited  differed  in  no 
one  rcfpec^  from  the  general  appearance  we  had 
long  been  accuftomed  to,  nor  aid  any  thing  oc- 
cur to  vary  the  continual  famcnefs,  or  chequer 
the  dreary  melancholy  fcenc  before  them,  if  wc 
except  their  finding  near  the  conclufion  of  their 
examination,  a  canoe  about  forty  feet  long,  hauled 
up  by  the  fide  of  a  miferable  hut,  near  which  was 
the  remains  of  a  fire  ftill  burning ;  indicating  the 
vicinity  of  fome  human  beings,  for  whom  they 
left  in  the  canoe  fome  copper,  nails,  and  other 
trifles ;  thefe  on  their  return  were  found  in  the 
fame  flate>  without  any  appearance  of  the  canoe 
or  hut  having  been  vifited  in  their  abfence  ;  but 
concluding  the  natives  could  not  be  far  removed, 
they  added  a  few  more  articles  to  their  former 
donation.    The  foil  in  this  place  was  principally 
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compofcd  of  roots,  leaves,  and  other  dccnjcd  ve- 
getable matter,  and  the  fire  that  hud  been  kin- 
dled, had  caught  this  fubftance,  and  made  con- 
siderable progrcfs  on  the  furfacc. 

Had  Mr.  Juhnllonc  found  a  termination  to  the 
inlet  under  his  examination,  I  fhould  have  pro- 
ceeded up  the  main  arm  of  this  found  to  the 
northward  along  the  Ihorc  of  tlie  continent,  in 
quell  of  a  more  northerly  paflage  to  fca ;  but  as 
that  had  not  bcfn  cft'edcd,  I  purfued  that  which 
I  ijad  feen  from  the  boats  leiidlnc:  to  the  wcfl:- 
ward  through  Calvert's   iflands ;  being  now  re- 
folv ..'d,  in  •  onfeqi;' nee  of  the  intelligence  I  liad 
received  from  N.H^tka,  to  abandon  the  northern 
furvey  of  the  continen  al   fliorc  for  the  prcient 
ieafon.     This  I  had  otherwlic  intended  to  have 
continued  at  Icaft  a  month  longer ;  but  as  the 
dillreiling  event  of  Mr.  Hergeft's  death  nccellii- 
rily  demanded  my  prefence  in  the  execution  of 
HisMajefty's  commands  at  Nootka,  I  determined 
to  repair  thither  immediately.     This  determina- 
tion favored  alfo  another  defign  I  much  wiflied 
to  execute,  namely,  that  of  extending  the  exami- 
nation of  the  coafl  this  autumn,  fouthward  from 
cape  Mendocino,  to  the   fouthernmoft  point  of 
our  intended  inveftigations   in  this  hcmifphere. 
Having  the  greatcft  realbn  to  be  ilitisficd  with  the 
rcfult  of  our  fummcr's  employment,  as  it  had  by 
the  concurrence  of  the  moil  fortunate  clrcum- 
"  '  ^  fiances 
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fiances  enabled  us  finally  to  trace  and  determine 
the  weilern  continental  fliore  of  North  America, 
with  all  its  Various  turnings,  windings,  numerous 
arms,  inlets,  creeks,  bays,  &c.  &c.  from  the  la^ 
titude  of  39*"  5',  longitude  23(3°  30',  to  point 
Menzies,  in  latitude  53°  18',  longitude  232°  55'; 
we  took  our  leave  of  thcfe  northern  folitary  re- 
gions, whofe  broken  appearance  prefented  a  prof- 
pcd:  of  abundant  employment  for  the  enfuing 
feafon,  and  directed  our  route  through  the  paf- 
fage  above-mentioned,  in  order  to  make  the  belt 
of  our  way  towards  Nootka,       .  j   ^ 


■ ;  iv 


If/  > 


■.  <j ' 


' '  -j.i^i} '  ,^ 


■  .  • '    I      -  ■ 


«•  4    .    .» 


! ;.  ,.ii  1 


H-: 


T)    ^*| 


i-i 


CHAPTER 


179^1 


POUND  THE  WORLD, 


SSI 


4-  » 


*    CHAPTER  X. 

t^iiffhgefrom  Fitzhugh's  Somui  to  Nootka — Arrival 
in  Frtejidly  Cove — TranfaSfions  there ^  parUcu- 
Jarly  thofe  re/peeling  the  Cejjhn  of  Nooika — Re- 
fnarks  on  the  Commerce  of 'North-ivejl  America—* 
uijlronomical  Ohfervations,  •,    - 

HAVING  on  Sunday  the  IQth  dircaed  our 
courie  towards  a  paflage,  which  appeared 
to  lead  to  the  ocean  as  ftated  in  the  kill  chapter, 
its  N.  E.  point  of  entrance  was  found  to  be  fitu- 
Utcd  in  latitude  51°  45',  longitude  232°  l' ;  fouth 
of  this  point  lies  a  funken  rock,  which  though 
near  the  lliore  is  dangerous,  being  vifible  at  low- 
tide  only  by  the  furf  that  breaks  upon  it.     In 
turning  into  the  channel   we   muft  have  palled 
twice  very  near  it,  but  did  not  difcover  it  until 
we  were  Ibme  dillancc  beyond  it ;  and  had  not 
light    baffling    winds  retarded   our  progrefs,  it 
■would  have  elcaped  our  notice.     From  the  point 
^bove-mentioned  the   pallage  extends  S.  Co  W. 
about  fevcn  miles ;  its  northern  fliore  is  compofed 
pf  rocky  illcts  and  rocks,  with  fomc  fcattcred 
focks  lying  off  its  fouthern  fliore  :  between  thefe 
|in(j  the  rocky  iflcti?  is  the  paflage,  generally  from 
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one  to  two  miles  wide,  without  any  apparent  ob- 
ftrudion,  yet  it  is  rendered  unpleafant  by  the 
want  of  foundings,  as  within  50  and  lOO  yards 
of  the  fliore,  on  either  fide,  no  bottom  could  be 
obtained,  with  150  fathoms  of  line.  In  this  very 
difagreeablc  fituation  wx  were  detained  by  faint 
unileady  winds  until  eleven  at  night,  when,  by 
the  affiftancc  of  a  liglit  breeze  from  the  S.  E.  we 
reached  the  ocean,  and  Hood  to  the  fouth-wcft- 
ward. 

The  next  morning,  Monday  the  20th,  was  very 
unpleafant ;  frcfli  fqualls  from  the  S.  E.  attended 
with  thick  rainy  weather,  continued  until  noon 
the  following  day,  Tuefday  the  2 lit,  when  it 
cleared  up,  and  we  faw  Scot's  ifland,  bearing  S. 
22  E.  about  feven  leagues  diflant.     The  wind 
during  the  day  was  light  and  variable,  though  at- 
tended wi':h  fair  weather;  in  the  evening  it  fecm- 
cd  fixed  at  S.  S.  W.   when,   not  being  able  to 
pafs  to  w  indward  of  Scot's  illands,  our  courfe  was 
dire(!^ed  to  the  north  ot  them,  towards  cape  Scot, 
having  foundings  and  a  foft  muddy  bottom  at  the 
depth  of  eighty  and  ninety  fathoms,  until  about 
nine  in  the  evening,  when  the  water  fuddenly 
flioalcd  from  fixty  to  fevcntecn  fathoms,,  and  tlie 
bottom   became  rocky.     On   this  we    inftantly 
flood  back  to  the  wcil:\Nard,   left  we  fliould  ap- 
proach   fomc  danger,   but  we  did  not  perceive 
cither  breakers  or  flioals,  although  the  night  v/an 
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ftill  and  clear.  Thcfc  foundings  were  from  the 
wefternmofl  of  Scot's  iflands  N.  1 S  E.  about  five 
leagues ;  from  this  circumftance,  and  from  the 
difl  lilt  rocks  and  ihoals  we  fuw  extending  from 
the  Ihorcs  of  Calvert's  iflands,  it  is  highly  neccf- 
fary  that  the  fpace  between  Calvert's  and  Scot's 
iflands  Ihould  be  navigated  with  great  caution. 

We  were  detained  about  Scot's  iflands  by  light 
variable  winds  until  Friday  the  24th,  when  wc 
pafled  to  the  fouth  of  them,  and  continued  to  the 
eaftward  along  their  fouthern  lliores.  -  ,       : 

The  wefternmofl:  of  them  is  fituated  in  lati- 
tude 50°  52'  longitude  231''  2^  The  group  con- 
fifts  of  three  fmall  and  almoft  barren  iflands,  with 
many  fmall  rocks  and  breakers  about  them.  Wcfl: 
from  the  wefternmofl  of  them,  a  ledge  of  rocks 
extends  about  two  miles,  and  fouth  of  it  is  another 
about  a  league  diftant.  The  eafternmoft  of  Scot's 
iflands  being  much  larger  than  the  reft,  may  pro- 
bably be  the  fame  to  which  Mr.  Flanna  gave  the 
name  of  •*  Cox's  ifland ;"  by  others  of  the  traders 
it  has  been  reprefented  as  a  part  of  the  main  ;  this 
is  certainly  wrong,  and  as  Mr.  Hanna's  chart  is 
very  erroneous,  even  in  point  of  latitude,  no  cer- 
tain concluiion  can  be  drawn.  -•(,,..     ■ 

The  wind,  which  was  from  the  weftward,  was 
fo  light,  that  it  was  not  until  tlie  forenoon  of  Sa- 
turday the  25th,  that  we  pafled  the  N.  W.  point 
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of  the  large  ifland,  which  forms  the  fouth  and 
weftern  iliorcs  of  the  gulf  of  Georgia  and  Queen 
Charlotte's  found.  This  point  (called  by  former 
Tifitors  "  Cape  Scott")  is  fituated  in  latitude  50** 
48',  longitude  231"  4(/,  and  with  the  eaflcrn moil: 
of  Scot's  iflands,  forms  a  palTage  which  appears 
to  be  about  four  miles  wide.  About  cape  Scot 
the  land  is  compofcd  of  hills  of  moderate  height, 
though  to  the  fouth-eaftvvard  it  foon  becomes 
very  mountainous,  and  at  the  diftance  of  three  or 
four  leagues  appeared  to  be  much  broken  and  to 
form  many  inlets,  coves,  and  harbours,  all  the 
way  to  Woody  point,  which  we  paffed  in  the  af- 
ternoon within  the  diftance  of  about  two  miles ; 
it  is  fituated  in  latitude  50"  6',  longitude  232°  1 7^ 
Weft  from  it  lies  a  fmall  rocky  iflct  about  half  a 
league  diftant,  and  another  larger  one  lying 
N.  28  W.  about  a  league  from  the  north  part  ot 
the  point,  which  is  an  extenfive  and  projecting 
promontory. 

From  Woody  point  as  wc  failed  along  the 
fhore  to  the  caftward,  we  faw  fevcral  openings  in 
the  land,  which  was  about  three  or  four  miles 
from  us,  that  appeared  like  coves  and  harbours. 
Innumerable  rocky  iflets  and  rocks  lined  the 
lliorcs,  which  as  we  advanced  became  low,  but 
the  country  behind  fwelled  into  hills  of  confidcr* 
able  height  divided  by  many    valleys ;  beyond 
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thefe  it  rofe  to  mountains  fo  elevated,  that  even 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year  many  patches  of  fnovv 
were  yet  undiflblved.  "    -    •     ■'   *^ - 

As  I  intended  to  afccrtain  the  outline  of  the 
coaft  from  hence  down  to  Nootka ;  at  dark  vvc 
brought  to,  about  fix  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of 
Woody  point,  in  expedation  of  accomplifliing 
this  defign  the  following  day,  but  in  this  I  was 
difappointed ;  the  N.  W.  wind  was  fuccecded 
by  light  winds,  which  continued  until  the  after- 
noon of  Tuefday  the  28th,  and  prevented  in  the 
prefent  inftance  my  acquiring  fuch  authority  as  I 
deemed  neceflary  for  delineating  this  part  of  the 
coaft.  '-    ^*  - 

Foggy  weather  during  the  forenoon  pfecluded 

us  the  advantage  of  fteering  for  Nootka  with  the 

favorable  wind  that  prevailed  froni'the  N.  W. 

but  on  its  clearinsr  awav  about  twb   we  fteercd 

for  that  port.     On  reaching  its  entrance  we  were 

vifited  by  a  Spanifh  officer,  who  brought  a  pilot 

to  condudl  theveifel  to  anchorage  inFriendlvcove, 

where  we  found  riding  his  Catholic  Majefty*s 

brig  the  A6live,  bearing  the  broad  pendant  of 

Sen'  Don  Juan  Francifco  de  la  Bodeaa  v  Quadra, 

commandant  of  the  marine  cftablilhmcnt  of  St. 

Bias  and  California.    *   ■        -::^    ■   -    ?      ^     -     - 

The  Chatham,  by  the  partial  clearing  of  the 

fog,  had  found  her  way  in  fomc  time  before  us: 

the   Diedalus  ftorc  Ihip,   and  a  llnaU  merchant 

.    .  bri 


'1 


(T 

J3 


/•^        '^.. 


y,'.'S^^s.^l^--  ,^_ 


«r, 


I'M 


I* . 


(     1 


336  A  VOYAGE  OP  DISCOVERY  [AUGUST, 

brig  called  the  Three  Brothers  of  London,  com- 
mande<i  by  Lieutenant  Alder  of  the  navy,  were 
alfo  there  at  anchor.  .j.  :  .'ia  tij  "  .w  t.-. 

As  Sen""  Quadra  refidcd  on  fliore,  I  fcnt  Mr. 
Puget  to  acquaint  him  with  our  arrival,  and  to 
fay,  that  I  v^  ould  faiutc  the  Spanilh  flag,  if  he 
would  return  an  equal  number  of  guns.  On  re- 
ceiving a  very  polite  anfwer  in  the  affirmative, 
we  falutcd  with  thirteen  gans«  which  were  re- 
turned, and  on  my  going  on  Ihore  accompanied 
by  fome  of  the  officers,  we  had  the  honor  of  being 
received  with  the  greatcft  cordiality  and  attention 
from  the  commandant,  who  informed  me  he 
would  return  our  vifit  the  next  morning. 

Agreeably  to  his  engagement.  Sen""  Quadra 
with  feveral  of  his  officers  came  on  board  the  Dif- 
covcry,onWcdncfday  the  2Qth,  where  they  brcak- 
fafted,  and  were  faluted  with  thirteen  guns  on 
their  arrival  and  dcjj^arturc :  the  day  was  after- 
wards fpent  in  ceremonious  offices  of  civility, 
with  much  harmony  and  fcftivity.  As  many 
officers  as  could  be  fpared  from  the  ^  cflels  with 
myfelf  dined  with  Sen'  Quadra,  and  were  grati- 
fied with  a  repafl  we  had  lately  been  little  ac* 
cuftomcd  to,  or  had  the  moft  diftant  idea  of  meet* 
ing  with  at  this  place.  A  dinner  of  five  courfcs, 
confifting  of  a  fuperfluity  of  the  beft  provifions, 
was  fcrved  with  great  elegance  ;  a  royal  fiilutc 
was  fired  on  drinking  health  to  the  fuvcreigns  of 
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,  England  and  Spain,  and  a  ialiitc  otTcvcntccn  ^uns 
to  the  fucccfs  of  the  fcrvicc  in  which  the  Dileo- 
very  and  Chatham  v\crc  engaged. 

Maqiihniay  who  was  prefent  on  this  occafion, 
had  early  in  the  morning,  from  being  unknown 
to  us,  been  prevented  coming  on  board  the  Dif- 
covery  by  the  ccntinels  and  the  officer  on  deck, 
as  there  was  not  in  his  appearance  the  fnialleft 
inc'  cation  of  his  fuperior  rank.  Of  this  indignity 
he  had  complained  in  a  moft  angry  manner  to 
Sen""  Quadra,  who  very  obligingly  found  means  to 
iboth  him  ;  and  after  receiving  fome  prefents  of 
blue  cloth,  copper,  &c.  at  breakfaft  time  he  ap- 
peared to  be  fatisfied  of  our  friendly  intentions  : 
but  no  fooncr  had  he  drank  a  few  glalTcs  of  wine, 
than  he  renewed  the  fubjedt,  regretted  the  Spa- 
niards were  about  to  quit  the  place,  and  aflertcd 
that  wc  fliould  prefently  give  it  up  to  fome  other 
nation  ;  by  which  means  himfelf  and  his  people 
would  be  conftantly  difturbed  and  harafl'ed  by 
new  maftcrs.  Sen'  Quadra  took  much  pains  to 
explain  that  it  was  our  ignorance  of  his  perfoii 
wlilch  had  occafioned  the  miilake,  and  thut  him- 
felf and  fubjcds  would  be  as  kindly  treated  by 
the  Englifli  as  they  had  been  by  the  Spaniards. 
He  feemed  at  length  convinced  by  Sen**  Quadra's 
arguments,  and  became  reconciled  by  his  ailiir- 
ances  that  his  fears  were  groundlefs.  On  this 
occafion  I  could  not  help  obferving  with  a  mix- 

VoL.  11.  Z  ture 


.1  1 


A   VOYAGi:  01?"  DlSCOVlillV  [AUGUST, 

turc  ot  ri.,;nl.c  and  plcafurc,  how  much  the 
Spaniards  i .  J  Succeeded  in  gaining  the  good  opi- 
nion and  confide; ICC  of  thcfc  people;  together 
with  the  very  orderly  behaviour,  fo  confpicuouily 
evident  in  their  conduct  towards  the  Spaniards 
on  all  occafions.  •    • 

The  tents,  obfervatory,  chronometers,  inflrn- 
mcnts,  &c.  were  fent  on  Iborc  the  following  day, 
Thurfday  the  30th,  and  all  hands  were  bufily  em- 
ployed on  the  feveral  necelTary  duties  of  the  fliip, 
fuch  as  caulking,  overhauling  the  rigging  and 
fails,  cleaning  the  hold  and  bread-room  for  the 
reception  of  llores  and  provlfions.  The  boats, 
in  confcqucnce  of  the  fcrvlces  they  had  performed 
during  the  fummer,  were  in  want  of  much  re- 
pair, and  were  hauled  on  Hiore  for  that  purpofe. 

From  the  unfortunate  death  of  Lieutenant 
Richard  Hcrgeft,  late  agent  to  the  Daedalus,  I 
confidered  it  expedient  that  an  officer  Ihould  be 
appointed  to  that  Itore-iliip,  and  I  therefore  nomi- 
nated Lieutenant  James  Hanfonof  the  Chatham 
to  that  office;  Mr.  James  Johnftone,  maftcr  of 
the  Chatham,  1  appointed  to  the  vacant  lieute- 
nancy ;  and  Mr.  Spclman  Swainc,  one  of  my 
mates,  to  be  mailer  in  the  Chatham. 

In  the  forenoon  I  received  an  official  letter  from 
Sen^  Quadra  refpeding  the  reflitution  of  this 
place,  with  feveral  copies  of  a  correfpondence  re- 
fulting  from  the  inq^uiries  he  had  made  during 
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his  rcficlcncc  here,  rclpec^linc^  the  Englifli  cftah- 
liHimcnts  on  the  coail,  at  the  time  the  Britilh 
vcfll'ls  were  captured,  and  the  Spaniards  ettcded 
an  eftabhlhment  {'t  Nootka.  On  this  occafion  I 
confidcred  myfelf  vcr)'  fortunate  in  findini]^  a 
young  gentleman  (Mr.  Dobfon)  on  board  the 
llore-lhip,  who  fpoke  and  tranflated  the  Spanifh 
language  very  accurately,  and  who  politely  offered 
tnc  his  fervices. 

The  Chatham  was  hauled  on  iliore  the  next 
day  to  examine  her  bottom,  and  to  repair  the  da- 
mage (lie  had  fultained  by  getting  a-ground.  A 
part  of  the  gripe,  a  piece  of  the  fore-foot  w  ith 
part  of  the  main,  and  falfe  keels,  were  broken 
off,  and  fome  of  the  copper  was  torn  away  in  dif- 
icrcnt  places. 

Scur'  Galiano  and  Valdes  arrived  the  following 
day,  Saturday,  September  the  ift,  from  the  gulf 
of  Georgia ;  they  had  purfued  a  route  through 
Queen  Charlotte's  found  to  the  fouthward  of  that 
which  we  had  navigated,  and  obligingly  favored 
me  with  a  copy  of  their  furvey  of  it. 

Mr.  Dobfon  having  tranflated  Sen'  Quadra's 
letter  and  the  documents  accompanying  it,  it  ap- 
peared that  Sen'  Quadra  had,  after  his  arrival  at 
Nootka  in  April,  1792,  commiffioncd  all  the  vef- 
fels  under  his  command  to  infpe^l  the  coaft ;  in 
^rder  that  the  proper  limits  to  be  propofcd  in  the 
rellitution  of  thelc  territories  mis^ht  be   afcer- 
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talncd,  and  that  the  fcveral  commanders  night 
intbrm  thcmfelves  of"  all  the  matters  and  circum- 
ftances  that  preceded  the  capture  of  the  Argo- 
raut  and  Princcfs  Royal  merchantmen  in  the 
year  1789. 

Sen'  Quadra  ftatcd,  that  the  court  of  Spain 
had  expended  large  fums  in  fuftaining  the  de- 
partment of  St.  Bias,  with  the  fole  view  of  its 
being  an  auxiliary  to  other  cftabliflimcnts  which 
were  then  in  contemplation  of  being  formed. 
That  Nootka  was  feen  in  the  year  1  77-i,  and  in 
1775  polTeffion  was  taken  2"  to  the  fouth,  and 
0°  to  the  north  of  it;  and  as  in  this  fpace  Don 
Eftevan  Jolcph  Martinez  found  no  kind  of  cftab- 
liflimcnt  whatever,  that  therefore  no  one  fhould 
take  it  ill  that  he  (Martinez)  fliould  difpute  his 
prior  right  to  the  port.  Under  the  orders  of  the 
viceroy  of  Nevv  Spain,  Martinez  entered  Nootka, 
and  took  poflcffion  the  5th  of  May,  1789,  with 
vifible  dcmonflrations  of  joy  in  the  Indians;  and 
afterwards  fortified  the  placc^  without  any  ol)jec- 
tion  being  made  on  the  part  of  a  Portuguefe 
commander  of  a  trading  brig  called  the  Ephigc- 
iiia,  tlien  in  the  cove.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Co- 
lumbia and  Wafliington  American  vcHcls,  he 
examined  their  papers  and  palTports,  as  he  had 
before  done  thofe  of  the  Portuguefe ;  and  difap- 
proving  fomc  cxprcffions  contained  in  thofe  of 
the  Columbia,  flie  was  detained  until  an  expla- 
nation 
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nation  took  place,  when  flie  was  rcleafcd.  The 
Englifli  fchooner  North  Weft  America,  and  Hoop 
Princefs  Royal  arrived  foon  afterwards,  and  were 
permitted  to  depart,  after  receiving  the  moft 
friendly  attention.  Captain  Colnett,  command- 
ing the  Englifh  veiTel  Argonaut,  fearing  to  enter, 
the  Spaniards  vlfitcd  him,  and  his  fears  vaniflied; 
but  as  Captain  Colnett  did  not  confine  his  views 
to  the  commerce  of  the  coimtrv,  but  wiflied  to 
fortify  himfelf,  and  to  eftablifh  an  Englifli  fac- 
tory, Martinez  arrefted  him  and  fent  him  to  St. 
Bias.  The  like  condud:  was  obferved  towards 
Thomas  Hudfon,  who  commanded  the  Princefs 
Royal,  on  his  return  to  Nootka.  The  vcffels  of 
both  were  detained. 

This  was  the  real  fituation  of  things,  fays  Sen' 
Quadra,  who  offers  to  demonftrate  in  the  moft 
unequivocal  manner  that  the  injuries,  prejudice?, 
and  ufurpations,  as  reprefented  by  Captain  Mearcs, 
were  chimerical :  that  Martinez  had  no  orders  to 
make  prize  of  any  veflels,  nor  did  he  break  the 
treaty  of  peace,  or  \  iolate  the  laws  of  hofpitality  : 
that  the  natives  will  affirm,  and  that  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  his  letter  will  prove,  that 
Air.  Meares  had  no  other  habitation  on  the  iliores 
of  Nootka  than  a  fmall  hut,  which  he  abandoned 
when  he  left  the  place,  and  which  did  not  exift 
on  the  arrival  of  Martinez :  that  he  bought  no 
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land  of  the  chiefs  of  the  adjacent  villages ;  that 
the  Ephigcnia  did  not  belong  to  the  Englifh ; 
that  Martinez  did  not  take  or  detain  the  kail 
part  of  her  cargo ;  and  that  Mr.  Colnett  was 
treated  with  the  grcatcft  diftindion  at  St.  Bias, 
and  his  officers  and  crew  received  the  wages  ot 
the  Spanilh  navy  for  the  time  of  their  detention : 
that  the  vcflel  and  cargo  were  reftored,  and  that 
Mr.  Colnett  obtained  a  great  number  of  {kins  on 
his  return  to  Nootka. 

Thcfe  circumflances  duly  confidercd,  adds  Scn^ 
Quadra,  it  is  evident  that  Spain  has  nothing  to 
deliver  up,  nor  damage  to  make  good ;  but  that 
as  he  was  dciirous  of  removing  every  obltacle  to 
the  eftabliflamcnt  of  a  folid  and  permanent  peace, 
he  was  ready,  without  prejudice  to  the  legitimate 
right  of  Spam y  to  cede  to  England  the  houfcs, 
offices,  and  gardens,  that  had  with  fb  much  la- 
bour been  eroded  and  cultivated,  and  that  him- 
fclf  would  retire  to  Fuca  :*  obfcrving  at  th? 
fame  time,  that  Nootka  ought  to  be  the  laft  or 
moft  northwardly  Spanifli  fettlcmcnt,  that  thcr«j 
the  dividing  point  Ihould  be  fixed,  and  that  from 
thence  to  the  northward  fliould  be  free  for  en- 
trance, ufe  and  commerce  to  both  parties,  con- 
formably with  the  fifth  article  of  the  convention ; 

*  Meaning  an  cflabllfluiicnt  tlicy  had  iu  the  entrance  of 
Dc  Fuca's  Ibaits. 
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that  eftabllfliments  lliould  not  be  formed  with- 
out permiffioR  of  the  refpe^live  courts,  and  that 
the  Englifh  Ihould  not  pafs  to  the  fouth  of  Fuca. 

After  enumerating  thefe  particulars,  Sen'  Qua- 
dra concludes  his  letter  by  cxprcffing,  That  if  I 
iliould  find  any  difficulty  in  reconciling  what  he 
had  propofed,  or  if  I  fhould  have  any  other  ho- 
nourable medium  to  offer  that  might  be  the 
means  of  terminating  this  negociation,  and  fe- 
cure  the  defired  peace,  he  begged  I  would  com- 
municate it  to  him. 

The  documents  accompanying  this  letter  were 
copies  of  a  correfpondence  between  Sen'  Quadra 
and  Don  Francifco  Jofeph  De  Viana,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Ephigenia ;  Mr.  Robert  Gray  and 
Mr.  Jofeph  Ingraham,  commanders  of  the  Co- 
lumbia and  Wafliington ;  from  all  of  whom  Sen' 
Quadra  appears  to  have  fclicited  every  informa- 
tion refpediing  the  tranfadions  at  Nootka,  prc- 
vioufly  to  his  arrival,  and  the  reafons  which  in- 
ih^ced  Mr.  Mcares  to  reprefent  things  to  the  pre- 
judice of  Don  Eftevan  Jofeph  Martinez.  The 
Portuguele  captain  briefly  fete  forth,  that  his 
veilel  vHs  feized,  and  that  he  was  made  prifoner 
by  Don  Martinez ;  during  his  captivity  he  was 
very  well  treated,  and  on  his  being  liberated,  his 
velfel  and  cargo  were  completely  reftored,  and  he 
was  furnifhed  with  whatever  provifions  and  fup- 
plies  he  rr  quired.    He  alfo  ftatcs,  that  when  Don 
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M.irtincz  entered  Nootka,  there  was  not  the 
leail  remains  of  a  houfe  belonging  to  the  Englifli. 
Sen'"  Quadra  had  addreflcd  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr. 
Ingraham  jointly,  and  confequently  they  both 
replied  to  him  in  the  fame  way.  Tb..j1  gentle- 
men ftate,  that  on  the  arrival  of  Don  Ellevan 
Jofeph  Martinez,  in  Friendly  cove,  the  5th  of 
May,  1789,  he  found  there  the  Ephigenia  only  ; 
the  Columbia  being  at  that  time  fix  miles  up  the 
found  at  Mahwinna  ;  the  Wafliington  and  North 
Weft  America  being  then  on  a  cruize.  Mar- 
tinez demanded  the  papers  of  each  veffcl,  and 
their  reafons  why  they  were  at  anchor  in  Nootka 
found,  allcdging  that  it  belonged  to  his  Catholic 
Majcfty.  Captain  Viana,  of  the  Portugucfe  vcf- 
fel,  anfwercd,  that  he  had  put  in  there  in  dif- 
trefs  to  wait  the  arrival  of  Captain  Mcares  from 
Macao,  who  was  daily  cxpc(51;ed  vsirh  fupplics, 
and  that  on  his  receiving  them  he  fliould  depart; 
tliat  Captain  Meares  had  failed  from  Nootka  m 
3  788,  under  the  colours  of  Portugal,  had  a  Por- 
tugucfe captain  with  him  onboard,  an'!  was  ex- 
pected to  return  with  him  in  the  iamc  veilel, 
which,  with  the  Ephigenia,  belonged  to  a  mer- 
chant at  Macao.  The  Ephigenia  wanting  pro- 
vifions  and  ftores,  the  fiimc  were  fupplied  by 
Martinez,  who  fccming  fatisfied  with  the  anfwers 
which  he  had  received  from  the  feveral  com- 
manders, not  the  Icaft  mifuiiderftanding  was  fuf- 
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pc6ted.  On  the  loth  of  May  arrived  the  Carlos 
Spaniih  fhip,  Captain  Arro,  and  on  the  ibllovr- 
day  Martin'^?;  captured  the  Ephigenia.  and  his 
reafon  alfigned  for  fo  doing,  as  thrfc  ^^nillcmrfi 
nncJerJiood,  was,  that  in  the  Portugiulc  iiiftrnc- 
tions,  they  (the  Portuguefe)  were  ordered  to  cap- 
ture any  EngUih,  Spanirti,  or  Rufiian  \  cfrd  thev 
might  meet  on  the  N.  W.  coaft  of  America,  and 
could  take.  This  was  afterwards  faid  to  have  been 
a  mlftalce,  originating  in  a  want  of  due  knowledge 
in  reading  the  Portuguefe  language.  The  vclicl 
and  cargo  were  liberated,  and  Martinez  fupplicd 
the  Ephigcnia's  wants  from  the  PrincciVa,  en- 
abling her,  bv  f  >  doing,  to  profccutc  her  voyage, 
without  waiting;  for  the  return  of  Mr.  Mcares. 
They  then  proceeded  to  flate  that,  on  the  arri- 
val of  the  Columbia  in  the  year  1/88,  there  was 
a  houfe,  or  rather  a  hut,  made  by  the  Indians, 
confifting  of  rough  pofts  covered  with  boards; 
this  v\  as  pulled  down  the  fame  year,  the  boards 
were  taken  on  board  the  Ephigenia,  and  the  rocf 
was  given  to  Captain  Kendrick,  fo  that  on  the 
arrival  of  Martinez  in  May,  \7'fi9,  there  was  no 
veftige  of  any  houfc  remaining.  That  Mr.  Meares 
had  no  houfe,  and  as  to  land,  they  had  never 
heard,  although  they  had  remained  nine  months 
amongft  the  natives,  that  he  had  ever  purchafed 
any  in  Nootlca  found.  From  Maquiiuia  and  other 
chief.)  they  liad  underilood,  that  Mr.  Kendrick 
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America  arrived  the  8th  of  June,  and  that  on  the 
following  day  the  Spaniards  took  poflcfiion  of 
her;  ten  days  afterwards  came  the  Frincefs  iloyal, 
commanded  by  Mr.  Hudfon  from  Macao,  who 
brought  the  news  of  the  failure  of  the  p.i- tchant 
at  Macao,  to  whom  the  Ephigcnia  and  other 
vcflels  belonged.  That  Martinez  afligncd  this  as 
a  reafon  for  hh  c:ij-ituriiig  ulie  North  Weft  Ame- 
rica, (althciigh  fnc  was  feized  before  the  arrival 
of  the  Princcfs  Ixoyal)  that  he  had  detained  her 
as  an  indemnification  for  the  bills  of  exchange, 
drawn  on  her  owner  in  lavor  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty.  That  Captain  Hudfon,  after  having  been 
treated  with  the  kindeft  attention  by  the  com- 
modore and  his  officers,  failed  with  the  Princefs 
lloyal  from  Nootka,  the  2d  of  July ;  and  that 
the  fame  evening  arrived  the  Argonaut,  Captain 
Colnett. 

Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  Ingraham  lUte  alfo,  that 
they  heard  Mr.  Colnett  inform  Don  Martinez 
that  he  had  come  to  hoift  the  Britilh  flag,  and 
•to  take  formal  poffeiTion  of  Nootka  ;  and  that,  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Mcares  and  fomc  other 
i'nglilh  gentlemen  at  Macao,  he  had  concluded 
to  crc6t  a  fort,  and  fettle  a  colony.  To  this  the 
Spanlfli  commodore  replied,  That  he  had  taken 
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pofTeflion  already  in  the  name  of  his  Catholic 
Majcfty.      Captain   Colnett   then    aflved,  if  he 
Ihould  be  prevented   from  building  a  houfc  in 
the  port  ?  The  commodore  repHcd,  That  he  was 
at  liberty  to  credt  a  tent,  to  wood  and  to  water, 
after  which  he   would  be  at  liberty  to  depart 
when  he  pleafed.     Captain  Colnett  iaid  that  was 
not  what  he  wanted,  that  his  objeciT;  was  to  build 
a  block-houfe,  ered:  a  fort,  and  fettle  a  colony  for 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain.     To  this  Don  Mar- 
tinez anfwered.   No ;    that  in   his  acceding  to 
fuch  a  propofal  he  fiiould   violate  the  orders  of 
his  king,  relinquiOi  the  Spaniards'  claim  to  the 
coaft,  and  rifle  the  lofmg  of  his  commiiiion.    Be- 
fide  which  the  commodore  ftatcd,  that  Mr.  Col- 
nett's  vellel  did  not  belong  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,    nor  was    Mr.   Colnett   inverted    with 
powers    to    tranfad:    any  fuch  public    bufmefs. 
Captain   Colnett  replied.  That  he  was  a  king's 
officer ;  but  Don  Martinez  obfcrvcd.  That  his 
being  on  half-pay,  and  in  the  merchants'  jcrvicc, 
rendered  his  commiffion  as  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Britilh  navy  of  no  confcqucnce  in  the  prcfcnt 
bufmefs.     In  converfation  afterwards  on  this  fub- 
]c6\:,  as  w^e  were  informed,  (fiiy  thcfc  gentlemen) 
for  we  were  not  prcfcnt  during  this  tranfat^ion, 
fome  difpute  arofe  in   the  PrincclTa's  cabin ;  on 
which  Don  Martinez   ordered  the  Argonaut  to 
be  feized.     Soon  after  this  the  Brincefs  Royal  re- 
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turned,  and,  c;,  belonging  to  the  iiimc  company, 
the  commodore  took  poflcflion  of  her  alio.  With 
refpcdl  to  their  treatment  whilft  prllbners,  thefe 
(rentlemcn  fay,  That  although  they  have  not 
read  Mr.  Meares's  publication,  they  think  it  im- 
poflible  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Argo- 
naut can  be  backward  in  confeffing,  that  Sen'^ 
Don  Ettcvan  Martinez  always  treated  them  kind- 
]y,  and  confidently  with  the  charadcr  of  gentle- 
men.* They  further  ftate,  That  the  raptain, 
officers  and  crew  of  the  North  Welt  America 
were  carried  by  them  to  China,  with  one  hun- 
dred fea-otter  lliins,  valued  at  four  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  feventy-five  dollars,  -which 
were  delivered  to  Mr.  Meares  as  his  property. 

To  Sen'  Quadra's  letter  of  the  L'Qth  of  Au- 
guft,  I  replied  to  the  following  effcd :  That  I 
did  not  confider  myfclf  authorized  to  enter  into 
a  retrofpc6ti\  c  difcuffion  on  the  refpedive  rights 
and  pretenfions  of  the  court  of  Spain  or  England, 
touching  the  wcilcrn  coalts  of  America,  and 
jflands  adjacent,  to  the  northward  of  California. 
That  fubje^l  having  undergone  a  full  invcfliga- 
tion,  and  having  been  mutually  agreed  upon  and 
fettled  by  the  minifters  of  the  refpedive  courts, 
as  appeared  by  the  convention  of  the   28th  of 

•'■  Some  circumflanccs  In  contradiftion  to  the  wliolc  of 
tbffe  evidences,  whieh  afLcrwards  came  lo  mv  knowledge, 
will  appear  in  a  fu'.uvc  chapter. 
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Oclobcr,  1 7Q0,  and  Count  Florida  Blanca's  let- 
ter of  the  12th  of  May,  17gl,  1  confidercd  any 
interference,  on  my  part,  to  be  hicompatiblc  with 
my  commiflion,  being  inverted  with  powers  only 
to  receive  the  territories  which,  according  to  the 
firft  article  of  the  convention,  Sen''  Quadra  was 
authorized  to  reftore  and  to  put  me  in  polTcflion 
of,  viz.  ("  tlic  bulldhigs  and  dljlnbis^  or  parcels  of 
"  land  wJiich  were  occupied  by  the  JuhjeSis  of  hh 
"  Br'itannk  Majejly  in  April,  1  789,  as  well  in  the 
*'  port  of  NoGtka  or  of  St.  Lazvreiice,  as  hi  the  other, 
*'  fltid  to  he  called  Port  Cox,  and  to  he  fituated 
**  about  lO  leagues  dj/lant  from  the  former  to  the 
"  fuuthivardy J  That  agreeably  to  the  cxprefs 
words  of  the  fifth  article  in  the  faid  convention, 
("  //  is  agreed.  That,  as  ivcll  in  the  places  that  are 
*^  to  he  rcfhrcd  to  the  Briti/Ji  fiihjeSis  by  virtue  of 
**  thejirji  article,  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  ncrth- 
"  •wcfiern  coajl  of  North  America,  or  of  the  ijlands 
*'  adjacent,  filiated  to  the  north  of  the  parts  of  the 
''^  faid  coajl  alreadv  occupied  by  Spain,  "julicrever 
*'  the  f lib] e5ts  of  either  of  the  two  poivers  fiall  ha-ve 
^mcnts  fince  the  7noni 
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*'  orfliall  licreafler  make,  any  of  the  fnbjeCis  of  the 
*'  other  JJiall  have  free  accefs,  and  fi all  carry  on- 
*'  their  trade  ivithout  any  djjlurbance  or  mole/la- 
*'  lion,'' )  I  confidcred  the  Spanifli  fcttlemcnt  in 
the  entrance  of  the  Ibalts  of  De  Fuca,  which  I 
had  rcafbn  to  believe  was  formed  no  lon^icr  ao-o 
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than  Miiy,  i;oi,',  to  come  within  the  meaning 
of  a  "  port  of  free  accifs,''  as  ivdl  as  all  other  cflah' 
iifliwents  that  have  hcoiy  or  that  may  hereafter  he, 
formed  from  thence  fouthward  to  port  St.  Fraiicifco, 
concehiug  port  St.  Franctfco  to  be  the  northernmofi 
fcttlemcnt  occupied  hy  the  fubje&s  of  His  Catholic 
Mije//y,  in  Jpril,  I/89. 

In  my  way  to  the  obrcrvatory,  on  Sunday,  I 
vsaitcd  upon  upon  Sen'  Quadra,  who  informed 
me,  that  Mr.  Dobfon  had  tranflatcd  my  letter 
to  him  ;  and  he  was  pleafcd  to  iay,  That  he  de- 
rived the  grcatefl  fiitistadion  from  finding  a  pcr- 
fon  of  my  charaiflcr,  with  whom  he  was  to 
tranfad:  the  bufmefs  of  deHvering  up  Nootka ; 
that  he  Ihould  accept  the  civil  offers  contained 
in  my  letter,  and  remain  on  fliore  until  the  car- 
penters had  finiflied  fomc  additional  accommo- 
dation to  his  apartments  on  board  his  little  brig ; 
which  being  completed,  he  would  cither  wait 
my  departure,  to  accompany  us  in  our  refcarchcs 
to  the  foiithvvard,  and  to  condud  us  to  any  of 
the  Spanidi  ports  I  might  wilh  to  vifit ;  or  he 
would  fail,  and  wait  my  arrival  at  any  place  I 
fliould  think  proper  to  appoint,  recommending 
St.  Francifco  or  Monterrey  for  that  purpofe. 

Sen*^  Quadra  rcquefted  to  know  who  1  intend- 
ed to  leave  in  poileffion  of  thefe  territories ;  and 
being  informed  that  it  would  be  Mr.  Broughton 
in  the  Chatliam,  in  whofc  charge  the  remaining 

cargo 


1702.1  noVN'D  THE  WOULD.  3Jl 

cargo  of  tlic  Dccdalus  would  be  dcpofitcd,  he 
gave  dirct^tions  that  the  (loic-hourcs  lliould  be 
immediately  cleared,  and  begged  I  would  walk. 
with  him  round  the  premiles,  that  I  might  be 
the  better  able  to  judge  how  to  appropriate  the 
feveral  buildings;  which  for  the  mod  part  ap- 
peared fufficiently  fccurc,  and  more  extcndve 
than  our  occafions  required.  A  lirge  new  oven 
had  been  lately  built  cxprcfslv  icr  our  fcrvice, 
and  had  not  hitherto  been  jicnnitl.vd  to  be  ufcd. 
The  houfcs  had  been  all  repaired,  and  tlie  gc.r- 
tlcners  were  bufiiy  employed  in  putting  the  gar- 
dens in  order.  The  poultry,  confifting  of  fowls 
and  turkies,  was  in  excellent  condition,  and  in 
abundance,  as  were  the  black  cattle  and  fwinc: 
of  thefc  Sen'  Quadra  (aid  he  Hioukl  take  only  a 
fufficient  quantity  for  his  paffage  to  the  Ibutli- 
ward,  leaving  the  reft,  with  a  large  alfortmcnt 
of  garden  feeds,  for  Mr.  Eroughton.  Sen  '  Ga- 
liano  and  Valdcs  added  all  they  had  lu  their 
power  to  fparc,  amongll:  which  were  three  ex- 
cellent goats  ;  I  had  llkcwife  both  hogs  and  goats 
to  leave  with  him  ;  lu  that  there  was  a  profpe^t 
of  Mr.  Broughton  palling  the  winter,  with  the 
ailiftancc  of  the  natural  produdions  of  the  coun- 
try, not  very  uncomfortably. 

The  orders  under  which  I  was  to  receive  thefc 
territories,  on  the  part  of  His  Britannic  Majefty, 

were 
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were  intlrely  filent  as  to  the  mcalurcs  I  was  to 
adopt  for  retaining  them  afterwards.  Prcfum- 
ing,  however,  that  the  principal  objed:  which 
His  Majefty  had  in  view,  by  direding  this  expe- 
dition to  be  undertaken,  was  that  of  faciHtating 
the  commercial  advantages  of  Great  Britain  in 
this  part  of  the  world ;  and  for  that  purpofe  it 
might  not  be  impoffible,  that  a  fettlement  was 
in  contemplation  to  be  made  at  this  important 
{lation,  which  had  become  the  general  rendez- 
vous for  the  traders  of  almoft  all  nations ;  I  had  de- 
termined, on  leaving  this  port,  to  commit  it  to 
the  charge  and  diredion  of  Mr.  Broughton,  who 
would  retain  the  poiTelTion  of  it,  and  whofe  pre- 
fencc  might  rcftrain  fuch  improper  condu<5l  as 
had  already  been  manifcfted  on  the  part  of  tha 
ievcral  traders  ;  vvhilll  I  fhould  proceed  to  exe- 
cute the  remaining  part  of  His  Majelly's  com- 
mands, until  I  fliould  be  furnillicd  vsith  further 
inftrudions  for  my  future  government. 

Having  latisfadlorily  arranged  thefe  matters,  I 
gave  directions  for  clearing  the  ftorc-fliip,  which 
was  fet  about  accordingly.  ^   i..,^  . 

The  polltcnefs,  hofpitality,  and  friendfliip, 
ilievvn  on  all  occaiions  by  Sen'  Quadra,  induced 
Mr.  Broughton  and  myfelf,  with  fcveral  of  the 
otiiccrs  and  gentlemen  of  both  veflels,  to  dine  at 
hii   tabic  almoft  c^cry  day,  which  was   not  lefs 
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pleafant  than  falubrious,  as  it  was  conftantl)'  fur- 
niflied  with  a  variety  of  refreflimcnts  to  moll  of 
which  we  had  long  been  intire  ftrangers. 

Sen.  GaUano  informed  me,  that  he  intended 
to  take  advantage  of  the  prefent  ferenfc  weather, 
which  without  interruption  had  prevailed  fuicc 
our  arrival,  and  fail  for  the  Spanifh  ports  to  the 
fbuthward,  either  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  or 
early  the  next  morning ;  and  obligingly  under- 
took to  forward  a  (hort  letter  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  containing  a  brief  abftradl  of  tranfac- 
tions  fmce  our  departure  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

I  had  the  honor  of  Sen'  Quadra's  company  on 
the  morning  of  Monday  the  3d  at  break faft.  He 
omitted  no  opportunity  of  impreffing  on  the 
minds  of  the  natives  the  higheft  and  moft  favor- 
able opinion  of  our  little  fquadron  ;  and  the  more 
effectually  to  infure  a  good  underftanding  in  fu- 
ture, he  propofed  a  vifit  of  ceremony  to  Ma- 
qu'mna ;  to  him  it  would  be  grateful,  and  on 
my  part  he  recommended  it  as  effcntially  requi- 
fite.  It  was  agreed  wc  Ihould  fct  out  the  next 
morning  for  his  royal  refidcnce,  which  was  about 
feven  leagues  up  the  found,  at  a  place  called 
Tahflieis. 

In  the  evening  I  received  from  Sen"^  Quadra  a 
letter  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  ill  of  September. 

Agreeably  to  appointment,  about  eight  in  the 
Vol.  II.  A  a  morning 
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morning  of  Tucfday  the  4th,  Sen'  Quadra  accom- 
panied me  in  the  Difcovery's  yawl,  which,  with 
our  own  and  a  Spanilh  launch,  and  the  Chat- 
ham s  cutter,  containing  as  many  Spanifli  and 
Englifli  officers  as  could  be  taken,  we  departed 
for  Tahflicis ;  a  meiTagc  having  been  fent  the 
preceding  day  to  announce  our  intended  vifit. 

The  weather  though  cloudy  was  very  pleafant, 
and  having  a  favourable  breeze,  we  reached  Tah- 
llieis  about  two  in  the  afternoon :  Maqiunna  re- 
ceived us  with  great  pleafure  and  approbation, 
and  it  was  evident  that  his  pride  was  not  a  little 
indulged  by  our  (lievving  him  this  attention.  He 
conduced  us  through  the  village,  where  we  ap- 
peared to  be  welcome  guells,  in  confequence  per- 
haps of  the  prcfents  that  were  dirtributed  amongft 
the  inhabitants,  who  all  conduced  themfelves  in 
the  moll  civil  and  orderly  manner.  After  vifit- 
ing  moll  of  the  houfcs,  we  arrived  at  Maqiihmas 
refidcnce,  which  was  one  oi  the  largcft,  though  it 
was  not  intircly  covered  in  ;  here  we  found  feated 
in  l(;mc  kind  of  form,  Maqv'iiinas  daughter,  who 
not  long  beiore  had  been  publicly  and  with  great 
ceremony  prockmricd  l()le  heircfs  to  all  his  pro- 
perty, power,  and  dominion.  Near  her  were 
leated  three  of  his  wives,  and  a  numerous  tribe 
of  relations.  The  y(nmg  princefs  was  of  low 
(lature,  very  plump,  wit.h  a  round  lace,  and  fmall 
features  ;  lier  Ikin  was  clean,  and  being  nearly 
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white,  her  perfon  altogether,  though  without  any 
pretenfions  to  beauty,  could  not  be  confidercd  as 
difagrecable.  To  her  and  to  her  father  I  made 
prefents  fuitable  to  the  occafion,  which  were  re- 
ceived with  the  greateft  approbation  by  thcm- 
felves  and  the  throng  which  had  affembled  ;  as 
were  alfo  thofe  I  made  to  his  wivesj  brothers,  and 
other  relations.  Thefe  ceremonies  being  ended, 
a  moft  excellent  dinner  was  ferved,  which  Sen' 
Quadra  had  provided,  at  which  we  had  the  com- 
pany of  Maquhma  and  the  princefs,  who  was 
feated  at  the  head  of  the  table,  and  conducted 
herfelf  with  much  propriety  and  decorum. 

After  dinner  Maquhma  entertained  us  with  a 
reprefentation  of  their  warlike  atchievemcnts.  A 
dozen  men  firft  appeared,  armed  with  mufkets, 
and  equipped  with  all  their  appendages,  who  took 
their  poft  in  a  very  orderly  manner  within  the 
entrance  of  the  houfe,  where  they  remained  fta- 
tionary,  and  were  followed  by  eighteen  very  ftout 
men,  each  bearing  a  fpear  or  lance  fixteen  or 
eighteen  feet  in  length,  proportionubly  llrong, 
and  pointed  with  a  long  flat  piece  of  iron,  whicli 
fcemed  to  be  fliarp  on  both  edges,  and  was  highly 
polilhed ;  the  whole  however  appeared  to  form 
but  an  auk  ward  and  unwieldy  weapon.  Thefe 
men  made  feveral  movements  in  imitation  of  at- 
tack and  defence,  fmging  at  the  fame  time  feve- 
ral war  fongs,  in  which  they  w^re  joined  by  thofe 
.  .\.}:\  A  a  2  with 
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with  the  muikets.  Their  different  evolutions 
being  concluded,  I  was  prefented  with  two  imall 
fca-otter  {kins,  and  the  warriors  having  laid  by 
their  arms,  performed  a  maik  dance,  which  was 
ridicu'loufly  laughable,  particularly  on  the  part  of 
Maqninnai  who  took  a  confiderable  ihare  in  the 
rcprcfentation.  We  were  not  backward  in  con- 
tributing to  the  amufements  of  the  day,  ibme 
longs  were  fung  which  the  natives  ieemed  much 
to  admire,  and  being  provided  with  drums  and 
fifes,  our  failors  concluded  the  afternoon's  diver- 
lion  with  reels  and  country  dances. 

In  the  evening  we  took  leave  of  Maquinna, 
who  was  fcarcely  able  to  exprefs  the  fatisfa<5lion 
he  had  experienced  in  the  honour  we  had  done 
him,  faying,  that  neither  Wacatiani/h,  nor  any 
other  chief,  had  ever  received  fuch  a  mark  of  re- 
Iped:  and  attention  fiom  any  vifitors,  and  that  he 
would  in  a  few  days  return  us  the  compliment ; 
on 'which  he  was  given  to  undcrftand,  he  ihould 
be  entertained  in  the  European  falhion. 

From  Tahflieis  we  proceeded  a  few  miles  in 
our  way  home,  when,  arriving  at  a  convenient 
little  cove,  we  pitched  our  encampment  for  the 
night,  and  paiTed  a  very  pleafant  evening. 

After  breakfaft  the  following  morning,  Wed- 
nefday  the  5th,  we  embarked  and  dircded  our 
route  towards  Friendly  cove  ;  the  weather  was 
plealant  thouc^h  the  wind  was  unfavorable  ;  this 
A  i.^  occafioned 
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occailoned  our  dining  by  the  way  on  the  rocks, 
for  which  however  Sen"^  Quadra  was  amply  pro- 
vided. About  five  we  reached  the  cove,  where  I 
landed  Sen'  Quadra  and  returned  to  the  Ihip. 

In  our  converfation  whilft  on  this  little  excur- 
fion,  Sen' Quadra  had  very  earneflly  requefttd 
that  I  would  name  fome  port  or  ifland  after  us 
both,  to  commemorate  our  meeting  and  the  very 
friendly  intercourfe  that  had  taken  place  and  fub- 
fifted  between  us.    Conceiving  no  fpot  fo  proper 
for  this  denomination  as  the  place  where  we  had 
firft  met,  which  was  nearly  in  the  centre  of  a 
tradl  of  land  that  had  firft  been  circumnavigated 
by  us,  forming  the  fouth-weftern  fides  of  the 
gulph  of  G  :orgia,  and  the  fouthern  fides  of  John- 
ftone's  ftraits  and  Queen  Charlotte's  found,   I 
named  that  country  the  ifland  of  Quadra  and 
Vancouver;  with  which  compliment  he  feemed 
highly  ple^fed. 

During  my  abfence  the  Chatham  had  hauled 
off  from  the  fhore,  but  in  confcquence  of  the 
inconfiderable  rife  of  the  tide  her  damages  had 
not  been  repaired  ;  it  was  therefore  neccfTary  that 
ihe  fliould  remain  light  until  the  next  fpring  tides; 
this  however,  under  our  prcfent  arrangements, 
was  a  matter  of  little  importance. 

Thurfday  6th,  Maqumia  with  his  two  wives  and 
fome  of  his  relations  returned  our  vifit.  They  had 
not  been  long  on  board  when  I  had  great  reafon  to 
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confider  my  royal  party  as  the  mod  confummatc 
beggars  I  Lad  ever  fccn ;  a  difpofition  which 
fcemcd  generally  to  prevail  with  the  whole  of  this 
tribe  of  Indians,  and  which  probably  may  have 
been  foftcred  by  the  indulgences  fliewn  them  by 
the  Spaniards.  They  demanded  every  thing  which 
{truck  their  fancy,  as  being  cither  ufeful,  curious, 
or  ornamental,  though  an  article  with  which  it 
might  be  impoflible  for  us  to  gratify  them  ;  and 
if  not  immediately  prefented  they  would  afFedl 
t  >  be  greatly  offended,  and  would  remain  fulky 
for  two  or  three  days. 

I  was  however  particularly  fortunate  in  having 
at  hand  every  thing  requifitc  to  fatisfy  the  de- 
mands of  Maqumua  and  his  party.  The  liberality 
I  had  fo  recently  fbcwn  to  himfelf  and  family 
when  at  Tahflieis,  was  perhaps  not  yet  quite  for- 
gotten ;  they  neverthelefs  made  a  profitable  vifit, 
as  what  their  modefly  precluded  their  afking  of 
me,  I  was  afterwards  informed  was  amply  made 
tip  by  their  begging  from  the  officers  and  others 
on  board. 

The  exhibition  of  fire- works  which  I  had  pro- 
jTiifed  the  party,  was  anxioufly  waited  for ;  to- 
wards the  evening  their  impatience  was  almoft 
unreftrainable,  as  they  could  not,  or  would  not^ 
underftand  that  darknefs  was  neceffary  to  their 
entertainment,  and  accufed  us  of  a  breach  of  pro- 
mife  and  telling  falfities.     Sen,  Quadra  however, 
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after  much  pcrfuafion,  prevailed  upon  tliem  to 
Hay  the  night,  by  which  they  were  convinced 
that  our  allurances  were  not  to  be  di(credi!ed. 
The  night  being  favorable  to  our  operations,  they 
fuccQeded  extremely  well.  The  rockets,  balloons, 
and  other  fire-works,  were  in  a  high  ftate  of  prc- 
fervation,  and  were  regarded  by  the  Indian  fpec- 
tators  with  wonder  and  admiration,  mixed  with 
a  confiderable  lliare  of  apprehcnfion ;  for  it  was 
not  without  great  difficulty  that  I  prevailed  on 
Maqu'mna  and  his  brother  to  fire  a  few  {ky  rockets, 
a  performance  that  produced  the  greateft  exulta- 
tion.    The  Europeans  prefent  were  not  lefs  en- 
tertained with  the  exhibition,  than  furprized  that 
the  feveral  fire  works  lliould  have  remained  fo 
long  on  board  in  fuch  excellent  condition. 

Saturday  8th,  the  Aranfafu,  a  Spanifli  armed 
fliip,  commanded  by  Sen"^  Caamano,  arrived  from 
a  furveying  expedition  on  the  exterior  coaft  to 
the  north  of  Nootka,  towards  Biccarcli;  of  the 
charts  of  which  I  was  promiled  a  cop)  ,  :  s  foon 
as  they  Ihould  be  properly  arranged. 

Mr.  Cranlloun,  the  furgcon  of  the  Difcovery, 
having  been  rendered  incapiil^Ie  of  his  duty  by  a 
general  debilitated  ftate  of  health  fince  our  de- 
parture from  the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  requeftcd 
permiflion  to  proceed  to  port  Jackfon  in  the  Da:- 
dalus,  from  whence  he  might  foon  procure  a  paf- 
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fage  to  England;  he  wasconfcqucntly  discharged, 
and  Mr.  Arciiibald  Menzics,  a  I'urgcon  in  the 
navy,  who  had  embarked  in  purfuit  of  botanical 
information,  having  checrl'ully  rendered  his  fcr- 
yiccs  during  Mr.  Cranftoun's  indifpofitioi^,  and 
finding  that  fuch  attention  had  not  interfered 
with  the  other  objeds  of  his  purfuit,  I  confidered 
him  the  mod  proper  pcr/bn  to  be  appointed  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Craniloun.  Tlie  boatfwain  of 
the  Difcovcry,  Mr.  William  Houfc,  a  careful, 
ibber,  and  attentive  officer,  having  laboured  un- 
der a  yiolent  rheumatic  complaint,  fince  our  de? 
parture  from  New  Zealand,  yvhich  had  precluded 
his  attention  to  any  part  of  his  duty,  was  on  his 
application  in  like  manner  difcharged;  Mr.  John 
Noot,  boatfwain  of  the  Chatham,  was  appointed 
in  his  room,  and  Mr.  George  Phillilkirk  was  ap- 
pointed boatfwain  of  the  Chatham. 

Monday  the  loth,  I  deemed  it  expedient, that 
their Lordfliips  diredions, prohibiting  charts,  jour- 
nals, drawings,  or  any  other  fort  of  intelligence 
refpcding  our  proceedings  being  made  known  or 
communicated,  Hiould  be  publicly  read  to  the 
officers  and  perfons  under  my  command,  and  to 
urge  every  injunction  in  my  power  to  enforce 
a  due  obedience  to  thofe  orders. 

The  letter  I  received  the  2d  of  this  month  from 
Scn"^  Quadra,  not  having  been  tranflatcd  till  this 
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day,  in  confcqucncc  of  Mr.Dobfon  s  indifpofitiony 
I  was  not  a  little  furprized  to  find  it  differ  fo 
much  from  what  I  had  rcafon  to  expc<fl. 

In  this  letter  Scn"^  Quadra  informs  mc,  that  in 
conformity  to  the  firft  article  of  the  convention, 
and  the  royal  order  under  which  he  is  to  ai^,  he 
can  only  reilore  to  His  Britannic  Majclly  the  edi- 
fices, diftri<5ls,  or  portions  of  land  which  in  April, 
1  789,  were  taken  from  his  fubjed:s  ;  that  he  was 
in  pollcflion  of  full  proof  that  the  fmall  hut  the 
Eng'ifli  had  was  not  in  exiilencc  on  the  arrival 
of  Martinez,  and  that  the  then  cftablilhmcnt  of 
the  Spaniards  was  not  in  the  place  where  the  Bti- 
tllh  liibjcds  had  theirs.  That  if  I  did  not  think 
myfclf  authorized  to  fubfcribe  to  the  tenor  of  his 
commiffion  and  inftrudions,  he  would  recom- 
mend that  each  fliould  lay  before  his  refpc(51ive 
court  all  the  circumitances  of  the  pendnvj^  nei!;o- 
ciation,  and  wait  for  further  inllructions  ;  in  the 
mean  time  Sen'  Quadra  ottered  to  leave  vie  in 
poUcffion  of  what  Mr.  Mcarcs  had  occupied,  and 
at  my  comr:unhi  the  hoiifcs,  [gardens,  and  offices 
then  occupied  by  tl\e  Spaniards,  whilft  he  retired 
until  the  dccifion  of  the  two  courts  fliould  be 
known. 

7^o  this  letter  I  immediately  replied,  that  as, 
like  his  former  one,  it  contained  a  retrofpe<Slive 
view  of  matters  which  1  had  no  authority  to  take 
cognizance  of,  I  fliould  accede  to  his  propofal, 

and 


t! 


j 

1' 

; 

■ 

! 

■ 

i 

I/'. 


J. 


363  A  VOYAGR  OF  DISCOVERY  [sEPT. 

and  make  a  juft  and  fair  rcprcfcntation  of  all  our 
proceedings  to  the  court  of  (jrcat  Britain,  and 
w  alt  for  further  inlli  udions.  This  letter  I  con- 
cluded by  ap'ain  repeating,  that  I  was  ilill  ready 
to  receive  trom  Sen"  Quadra  the  territories  in 
queftion,  agreeably  to  the  firll  article  of  the  c(»n- 
vention,  and  the  letter  of  Count  Florida  Blanra. 

In  the  courfe  ot  the  night  arrived  here  the  brig 
Hope,  belonging  to  Bollon  in  America,  com- 
manded by  ^6r.  Joieph  Ingraham,  the  perfon 
who  jointly  with  Mr.  Gray  had  given  Sen'  Qua- 
dra a  Itatemcnt  ot  the  condud  of  Don  Martinez, 
and  of  the  tranfadtions  at  this  port  in  the  year 

l/SO. 

About  noon  the  next  day.Wednefday  the  12th, 
I  received  from  Sen'  Quadra  a  letter  dated  the 
1  ith  of  September,  in  anfwer  to  my  laft,  expref 
five  of  his  confidence  that  I  fliould  make  a  faith- 
ful and  true  rcprcfcntation  of  the  proceedings  that 
had  taken  place  refpcdlng  the  points  in  queftion; 
and  repeating  the  offer  contained  in  his  former 
letter,  of  relinquilhing  the  territories  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  therein  exprefied.  To  this 
letter  I  iaimediately  replied,  that  I  was  ready 
whenever  it  I'uited  Sen'  Quadra's  convenience, 
to  be  put  into  poiTeflion  of  the  territories  on  the 
N.  W.  coaft  of  America,  or  iflands  adjacent, 
agrceab!)  to  the  firft  article  of  the  convention, 
and  the  letter  of  the  Count  Florida  Blanca. 

Having 
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Having  this  day  dined  v\  itli  Scn"^  Quadra,   on 
rifing  from  tabic  he  rcqucllcd,  as  no  final  deter- 
mination had  yet  taken  place  refpedling  tin*  ref- 
titution  of  thelc  territories,  to  have  iome  perfonal 
convcrfation  on  the  fubjed,  in  hopes  by   that 
means  of  drawin<^  the  bufinefs  to  a  more  ipeedy 
conclufion.     Befidcs  ourfelvcs  there  were  prefent 
Sen""  Mozino  and  Mr.  Broughton  ;  i'o  that  with 
the  afliftance  of  Mr.  Dobfon,  and  thefe  gentle- 
men who  fpoke  Frencli  extremely  well,  we  had 
a  profpcd  of  coming  to  fo  pcrfcd  an  explanation 
as  to  render  any  further  cpiltoUiry  altercation  to- 
tally unneceiTary.      Sen'  Quadra  vindicated  the 
conduct  of  Martinez,  and  laid  confiderable  llrefs 
on  the  concefTion  oi  Miiquhma^  who  had  put  them 
into  com.plcte  poifeirion  of  the  lands  they  then 
occupied  ;  on  this  circumllance,  and  on  the  in- 
formation   he  had  obtained  fmce  his  arrival  at 
Nootka,   certain  parts  of  which  he  had  by  letter 
comnmnicatcd  to  me,  he  feemed  principally  to 
ellablini  the  claims  of  the  Spaniih  crown.     The 
fmall   fpot  on  which  Mr.  Meares's  houfe  had 
been  bulk,  which  did  not  then  appear  to  be  oc- 
cupied by  the  Sj)anlards,  Sen""  Quadra  faid  I  was 
at  liberty  to  take  poircflion  of  for  His  Britannic 
Majefty,   whenever  I  Ibould  think  proper.    This 
offer  being  totally  foreign  to  my  expedations,  and 
a  repetition  only  of  that  which  hud  taken  place 
in  our  correlpondence,  Sen'^  Quadra   was  made 
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acquainted,  that  under  fuch  circumftances  I  did 
not  teel  myfelf  juftified  in  entering  into  any  fur- 
ther difcufTion.  The  propriety  of  this  determi- 
nation being  admitted,  it  vias  mutually  agreed 
that  we  Ihould  each  rcprefent  our  objections  and 
proceedings  to  our  rcfpcc^ive  courts,  and  wait 
their  decifion  on  the  important  queftions  which 
had  arifen  in  the  negociation.  In  the  mean  time 
Sen"^  Quadra  propofed  to  leave  me  in  poiTcilion 
of  thcfe  territories,  the  inllant  his  veflel  was  fit- 
ted for  his  reception.  On  his  departure  the  Spa- 
tiAh  flag  was  to  be  ftruck,  and  the  Britilh  flag 
hoifted  in  its  place,  which  Sen'  Quadra  confcntcd 
to  falute,  on  my  agreeing  to  return  an  equal 
number  of  guns.  Thus  did  matters  appear  to  be 
perfectly  arranged,  agreeably  to  the  wilhes  of  all 
parties,  and  the  bufmcfs  brought  to  an  amicable 
and  pleafanL  conclufion,  when  to  my  great  fur- 
prize  I  received  on  the  morning  of  Thurfday  the 
13th  a  letter  from  Sen' Quadra,  fcttini:  forth  that 
he  was  ready  to  deliver  up  to  me,  conformably 
to  the  firft  article  of  the  convention,  the  territory 
which  was  occupied  by  Britilh  fubjcd:s  in  April, 
1 780,  and  to  leave  ♦^^he  Spanifli  fettlement  at 
Nootka  until  the  uecifion  of  the  courts  of  Eng- 
land and  Spain  were  obtained  ;  which  was  pro- 
ceeding, he  faid,  as  far  as  his  powers  extended. 
This  very  unexpedcd  letter  produced  an  imme- 
diate reply  from  me,  wherein  I  ftated,  that  the 
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territories  of  which  the  fu^jed:s  of  His  Britannic 
Majcfty  were  difpoiTdFcd  in  April,  1789,  and 
which  by  the  firft  article  of  the  convention  were 
now  to  be  reftored,  I  undcrftood  to  be  this  place 
(meaning  Nootka)  in  toto,  and  port  Cox.  Thcfc 
I  was  ftill  ready  to  receive,  but  could  not  enter- 
tain an  idea  of  holding  the  Britilh  flag  on  the 
fpot  of  land  pointed  out  by  Sen"^  Quadra,  not  ex- 
tending more  than  an  hundred  yards  in  any  di- 
redion.  I  concluded  by  obferving,  that  the  offer 
made  in  Sen'  Quadra's  two  lafl:  letters  differed 
materially  from  that  contained  in  his  firft  letter 
to  me  on  this  fubjedl. 

On  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  1 5th,  a  young 
lad,  who  for  about  two  days  had  been  miffmg 
from  Sen""  Quadra's  veffel,  was  found  in  a  cove 
not  far  from  the  fliips,  mofl:  inhumanly  murdered. 
The  calves  of  his  legs  were  cut  out,  his  head  near- 
ly fevered  from  his  body,  and  he  had  received  fe- 
veral  barbarous  wounds  in  other  parts.  Doubts 
arofe  whether  this  horrid  aft  had  been  perpetrated 
by  the  natives,  or  by  a  black  man  of  mcft  infa- 
mous charafter,  who  had  dcferted  from  the  Spa- 
nifli  veffel  about  the  time  the  boy  was  firft  mif- 
fed. The  prevailing  opinion  fccmcd  to  criminate 
the  former,  and  on  Sen'  Quadra  demanding  of 
Maquinna  that  the  murderer  fnould  be  given  up, 
the  immediate  departure  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
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the  found  from  our  neighbourhood  became  a 
ftrong  prefumptive  proof  of  their  delinquency. 
Sen*^  Quadra  gave  an  immediate  anfwer  to  my 
,  letter  of  the  13th,  but  as  he  therein  did  not  de- 
part from  the  terms  of  his  hite  offer  of  lcavi7ig  me 
in  pojjeffion  only,  not  formally  rejlorlng  the  terri- 
tory of  Nootka  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ;  it 
became  necelTary  on  my  part  to  demand  a  cate- 
gorical and  definitive  anfwer  from  Sen'  Quadra, 
whether  he  would  or  would  not  reflore  to  me  for 
His  Britannic  Majcll:y  the  territories  in  queflion, 
of  which  the  fubjefts  of  that  realm  had  been 
difpoiTcffcd  in  April,  l/SQ.  Thefc  were  Nootka 
and  Clayoquot,  or  port  Cox ;  the  former  is  the 
place  which  was  then  occupied  by  the  Eritifli 
fubjecls,  from  thence  their  vefTels  were  fent  as 
prizes,  and  themfelvcs  as  prifoners  to  New  Spain; 
this  is  the  place  that  was  forcibly  wrefled  from 
them,  and  fortified  and  occupied  by  the  officers 
of  the  Spanilh  crown  ;  this  place  therefore,  with 
Clayoquot  or  port  Cox,  were  comprehended  un- 
der the  firil:  article  of  the  convention,  and  were 
by  that  treaty  to  be  rcfl-orcd  without  any  refer- 
vation  whatl<)cver :  on  thclc  terms,  and  on  thefe 
only,  could  I  receive  the  rclHtution  of  them. 
Sen'  Quadra  having  alfo  laid  fome  ftrefs  upon 
Mr.  Mcares's  \efl'cls  being  under  Portuguefe  co- 
lours, I  took  this  opportunity  of  fignifying,  that  I 
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confidercd  that  circumftancc  eqiuiliy  f. -reign  and 
unimportant,  it  having  been  fct  forth  in  Mr. 
Meares's  original  petition  to  the  ParHament  of 
Great  Britain,  and  of  courfc  mull  have  conic 
under  the  confideration  of  the  Spanilh  and  Eng- 
Yiih  minillcrs.  Unlcfs  our  negociation  could  he 
brought  to  a  conclufion  on  the  terms  pointed 
out  in  this  as  well  as  in  my  former  letters,  I 
begged  leave  to  acquaint  Sen' Quadra  that  I  muft 
pofitivcly  decline  any  further  correfpondcncc  on 
this  fubjcct. 

It  was  a  matter  of  no  fmall  fatisfaction,  that 
although  on  this  fubjcct  inch  nianifcft  ditfcrence 
arofe  in  our  opinions,  it  had  not  the  Icaft  effect 
on  our  perfonal  intercourfe  with  each  other,  or 
on  the  advantages  wc  derived  from  our  mutual 
good  offices  ;  we  continued  to  vifit  as  ufual,  and 
this  day  Sen''*  Quadra  and  Caamano,  with  mull 
of  the  Spanilh  officers,  honored  me  with  their 
company  at  dinner. 

On  Monday  morning  the  1 5th,  a  Portuguefc 
bri}^  arrived  here  called  the  Fcnis  and  St.  Jo- 
feph,  comma  idcd  by  ^o'iu\  de  Barros  Andrede, 
on  board  of  which  wii:^  a  Mr.  DiitHn  as  liipcr- 
cargo.  In  the  evening  I  had  Sen  Quadra's  final 
determination;  which  refting  on  tiic  fame  point 
where  it  had  originated,  I  conlidcrcd  any  fur- 
ther correfpondcncc  totally  unneceliary ;  and, 
iuitcad  of  writing,  I  rcquclted  in   convcilatioa 
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the  next  day  to  be  informed,  if  he  was  pofitively 
refolvcd  to  adhere,  in  the  reftitutlon  of  this  coun- 
try, to  the  principles  contained  in  his  lail  letter  ? 
and  on  receiving  from  him  an  anfwer  in  the  af- 
firmative, 1  acquainted  him  that  1  fliould  confi- 
der  Nootka  as  a  Spafij/fi  port,  and  requcfted  his 
perm'tjjjion  to  carry  on  our  neceffary  employments 
on  fhore,  which  he  very  politely  gave,  with  the 
moil  friendly  aflurance  of  every  fcrvicc  and  kind 
office  in  his  power  to  grant. 

On  Tucfday  the  1 8th,  our  ncgoclation  being 
brought  by  thefe  means  to  a  conclufion.  Sen' 
Quadra  informed  me,  that  Senr  Caamano  would 
be  left  in  charge  of  the  port,  until  the  arrival  of 
the  PrinceiTa,  commanded  by  Sen'  Fidalgo ;  with 
whom  the  government  of  the  port  of  Nootka 
would  be  left,  and  from  whom  the  Engliih 
might  be  certain  of  receiving  every  accommo- 
dation. 

Sen'  Quadra  was  now  making  arrangements 
on  board  the  Ac^tive  for  his  departure,  which  he 
intended  fliould  take  place  in  the  courfe  of  a  day 
or  two.  Agreeably  to  a  former  promife  I  had 
made  him,  he  requefted  a  copy  of  my  charts  for 
the  fervice  of  His  Catholic  Majcfty  ;  but  as  our 
longitude  of  the  feveral  parts  of  the  coafl  differed 
in  many  inilances  from  that  laid  down  by  Cap- 
tain Cook,  I  wifhcd  to  embrace  every  future  op- 
portunity of  making  further  obfervations  whilil 

we 
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we  might  remain  in  this  port,  before  a  copy 
fliould  be  difpoied  of;  but  Sen'  Quadra  wifliing 
to  make  certain  of  fuch  information  as  wc  had 
acquired,  and  conceiving  the  further  coftfedlions 
we  might  be  enabled  to  make  of  little  impor- 
tance, folicitcd  fuch  a  copy  as  I  was  then  able  to 
furnifh  ;  which,  with  a  formal  reply  to  his  lall 
letter,  I  tranfmitted  to  him  on  the  evening  of 
Tuefday  the  2oth.  In  thii  letter  I  dated  the 
impoflibility  of  my  receiving  the  ceffion  of  the 
territories  in  qucftion  on  the  conditions  propofed 
by  Sen'  Quudra,  and  that  in  confequcnce  of  the 
exifting  ditfercnces  in  our  opinions  on  this  fub- 
jed,  1  ihould  immediately  rcl'er  the  whole  of  the 
negociation  to  the  court  of  London,  and  wait 
the  determination  thereof,  for  the  regulation  of 
my  future  conducft.  The  next  day,  Friday  the 
21  ft,  Sen""  Quadra  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
my  laft  letter,  with  the  charts  of  this  coaft,  &c. 
which  concluded  our  correfix)ndcnce. 

As  Sen'  Quadr^i  intended  to  fail  the  next  day, 
accompanied  by  moft  of  the  Spanifli  officers,  he 
did  me  the  honor  of  partaking  of  a  farewell  din- 
ner, and  was  on  this  occafion  received  with  the 
cullomary  marks  of  ceremony  and  refpe<fl  due  to 
his  rank,  and  tlie  fituatlon  he  here  filled.  The 
day  paiTed  with  the  utmoft  chcerfulnefs  and  hi- 
larity :  Monterrey  was  appointed  as  the  rendez-» 
vous  where  next  we  Hiould  meet. 

Vol.  II.  Bb       ,      .         Having 
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Having  undcrftood  that  Mr.  Robert  Duffin, 
the  fupcrcargo  on  board  the  Portuguefc  veffcl 
that  had  arrived  on  the  1  Tth,  had  accompanied 
Mr.  Meares  in  the  year  1788,  and  was  with  him 
.  on  his  firft  arrival  in  Nootka  found,  I  requeftcd 
he  would  t'urnilh  me  with  all  the  particulars  he 
could  recollect  of  the  tranfadions  which  took 
place  on  that  occafion.  This  he  very  obligingly 
did,  and  at  the  fame  time  voluntarily  made  oath 
to  the  truth  of  his  allcrtions.  The  fubftance  of 
which  was,  that  towards  the  clofc  of  the  year 
1787,  two  velfcls  were  ec|uipped  for  the  fur 
trade  on  the  N.  W.  coaft  of  America,  by  John 
Henry  Cox  and  Co.  merchants  at  Canton.  That 
the  command  and  condud:  of  the  expedition  was 
given  to  John  Meares,  Eiq.  w  ho  was  a  joint 
proprietor  alfo ;  that  for  the  purpofe  of  avoiding 
certain  heavy  dues,  the  vefiels  failed  under  Por- 
tuguefc colours,  and  in  the  name  and  under  the 
firm  of  John  Cavallo,  Efq.  a  Portuguefc  mer- 
chant at  Macao,  but  who  had  not  any  property 
either  in  the  veffels  or  their  cargoes,  which  were 
intlrely  Britlfli  property,  and  were  wholly  navi- 
gated by  the  fubjeds  of  His  Britannic  Majcfty  : 
That  Mr.  Duffin  accompanied  Mr.  Meares  in 
one  of  tlicfe  velTcIs  to  Nootka,  where  they  ar- 
rived in  May,  J  788,  when  Mr.  Meares,  attended 
by  himfcif  and  Mr.  Robert  Funter,  on  the  17th 
or  1 8th  of  the  fame  month,  went  on  Ihore,  and 
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bought  of  the  two  chiefs,  Maqu'illa  and  CaUcum, 
the  whole  of  the  land  that  forms  Friendly  cove, 
Nootka  found,  in  His  Britannic  Majcfty's  name, 
for  eight  or  ten  flicets  of  copper,  and  fomc  trifling 
articles :  That  the  natives  were  perfcdly  fatis- 
lied,  and,  with  the  chiefs,   did  homage  to  Mr, 
Meares  as  their  fovercign,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom  of  their  country  :  That  the  Britifli  flag,  and 
not  the   Portugucfe  flag,  was  difplayed  on  fliore, 
whilft  thefe   formalities  took  place  between  the 
parties :  That  Mr.  Meares  caufed  a  houfe  to  be 
creded  on  the  fpot  which  was  then  occupied  by 
the  Chatham's  tent,   as  being  the  moll  conve- 
nient place  :  That  the  chiefs  and  the  people  of- 
fered to   quit  their  refidencc  and   to    retire   to 
Tahflieis,    that  confequcntly  the   Englifli  were 
not  confined  to  that  particular  fpot,  but  could 
have  ereded  houies.   had   thc>  been  fo  inclined, 
in  any  other  part  of  the  cove  :  That  Mr.  Meares 
appointed  Mr.  Robert  Funtcr  to   relide  in  the 
houfe,  which  confiftcd  of  three  bed-chambers, 
\N  ith  a  mefs-room  for  the   oflicers,  and   proper 
apartments  for  the   men;    th6|e  were  elevated 
about  five  feet  from  the  ground,'  the  under  part 
fcrvinsr  as  warchoufes :    That,  exclufive  of  this 
houfe,  there   were  feveral  out-houfes  and  flieds, 
built  for  the  convenience  of  the  artificers  to  work 
in :  That  Mr.  Meares  left  the  houfes  in  good  re- 
pair, and  enjoined  Maqnilla  to  take  care  of  them, 
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until  he,  or  fome  of  his  aflbciates,  llioiild  return: 
That  he,  Robert  DufRn,  was  not  at  Nootka 
when  Don  Martinez  arrived  there ;  that  he  un- 
derflood  no  veftigc  of  the  houfe  remained  at  that 
time,  but  that  on  his  return  thither  in  July, 
]  789,  he  f()und  the  cove  occupied  by  the  fub- 
jed,5  of  His  CathoHc  Majcfty  :  That  he  then  faw 
no  remains  of  Mr.  Mearcs's  hoiife  ;  and  that  on 
the  fpot  on  which  it  had  ftood  vvrc  the  tents 
and  houfes  of  fome  of  the  people  belonging  to 
the  Columbia,  commanded  by  Mr.  John  Kcnd- 
rick,  under  the  flag  and  protcdion  of  th-.  United 
States  of  America:  That  his  Catholic  Majcfcy's 
Ihips,  PrincclTa  and  San  Carlos,  were  at  this  time 
anchored  in  Friendly  cove,  with  the  Columbia 
and  Wafhington  American  traders :  That  the 
fccond  day  after  their  arrival  they  were  captured 
by  Don  Martinez,  and  that  the  Americans  were 
fuffered  to  carry  on  tlwir  commerce  with  the 
natives  unmolefted.  . . ,-         . 

Sen'  Quadra,  at  my  rcqueil,  very  obligingly 
undertook  to  forward,  by  the  earlieft  ar  J  fafeffc 
conveyance,  a  Hiort  narrative  of  our  principal 
tranfadions  at  this  port,  for  the  information  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  2 2d,  he  failed  from 
Friendly  cove,  and  having  falutcd  us  with  thir- 
teen guns,  I  returned  the  compliment  with- an 
eq^ual  number. 

Our 
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Our  attention  had  been  moft  particularly  di- 
rcdcd  to  the  re-loading  of  the  ftore-fhip,  and 
the  re-equipment  of  the  Chatham,  whofe  hold 
had  been  intircly  cleared  for  the  purpofc  of  re- 
pairing the  damages  llie  had  fuflained.  The 
Difcovcry  being  in  all  refpedls  ready  for  fed,  all 
hands  were  employed  in  the  execution  of  the(c 
fervices,  which  were  materially  retarded  by  the 
very  bad  condition  of  the  proviiion  cafks  on 
board  the  Daedalus,  moft  of  which  required  a 
thorough  repair,  and  to  be  recruited  with  pickle. 
A  very  material  lofs  was  alfo  fuftained  in  the 
fpirits  and  wine ;  large  quantities  of  the  flop- 
clothing  were  intirely  dcftroyed,  and  many  others, 
with  fome  of  the  fails,  were  materially  damaged. 
Circumftanced  as  we  were,  thcfe  deficiencies  and 
damages  were  objcds  of  the  moft  ferious  concern, 
and  appeared  to  have  been  intirely  occafioned  by 
the  very  improper  way  in  which  the  cargo  had 
been  flowed. 

The  clrcumftanccs  already  related,  with  the 
correfpondcncc  at  large  between  Sen'  Quadra 
and  myfelf,  though  comprehending  the  fubftance 
of  the  negociation  which  took  place  refpecSing 
7the  ceffion  of  thefc  ter'-itories,  may  yet  require 
fome  further  explanation ;  and  when  the  very 
important  commerce  of  this  country  (hall  be  pro- 
perly appreciated,  I  truft  the  clrcumfpcAion  with 
which  I  adcd  will  not  be  found  liable  to  cenfure. 
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Our  tranfadlona  here  have  been  related  with 
the  grcatcft  fidelity,  and  precifely  in  the  order  in 
■VNhich  they  occurred.     Being  unprovided   with 
any  inftru<Sion3  but  fuch  as  were  contained  in 
the  convention,  and  the  very  general  orders  I  bad 
received,  it  appeared   totally  incompatible  with 
the  intention  of  the  Rritilh  court,  with  the  /pirit 
and  words  of  the  faid  convention,  or  with  thofc 
ot*  the  letter  of  Count-  Florida  Blanca,  that  the 
identical  f'pace  only  on  which  Mr,  Meares's  houfc 
and  breaft-work  had  been  fituated  in  the  north- 
ern corner  of  this  fmall  cove,  and  forming  nearly 
an  equilateral  triangle  not  extending  an  hundred 
yards  on  any  one  fide,  bounded  in  front  by  the 
ica,  and  on  the  other  two  fides  by  high  craggy 
rocks,  which  continued  fomc  difi:ancc  down  the 
beach,  and,  excepting;  at  low  tide,  completely 
feparated  this  triangular  I'pacc  from  that  occupied 
by  the  Spaniards'  houies  and  gardens,  could  pof- 
fibly  be   confidcrcd  as  the  object  of  a  rclHtution 
expreflcd  by  the  terms  '*  iracis  of  J  and,"'  accord- 
ing to  the  firit   article  of  the   convention ;  the 
**  iiyindts  or  parcels  oj'  land^''   mentioned  in  the 
letter  of  Count  Florida  Blanca ;  or  the  *'  traSis 
**  of  land,  or  parcels  or  d'ljirids  of  land,"'  pointed 
out  to  mc,  and  repeated  in  their  Lordlhips'  in- 
flrudiions  communicated  to  me  on  that  fubjedt. 
On  due  confidcration,   therefore,  I  concluded, 
that  the  ccffion  propofed  by  Sen'  Quadra  could 
•  never 
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never  luivc  been  that  intended :  that,  at  leall, 
tlie  whole  port  of  Nootka,  of  whieh  His  Majef- 
ty's  fubje<5ts  had  been  forcibly  difpolVeircd,  and 
at  which  themlelvcs,  their  veilels  and  cargoes 
had  been  captured,  mull:  have  been  the  propofed 
objedl  of  reftitution. 

Under  thcfe  impreflions,  I  felt  that  if  I  had 
acceded  to  the  propofals  of  Sen'  Quadra,  I  Ihould 
have  betrayed  the  trull:  with  which  I  was  ho- 
nored, and  fliould  have  adcd  in  dired  oppofi- 
tion  to  my  duty  and  allegiance,  by  receiving, 
without  any  authority,  a  territory  for  His  Bri- 
tannic Majefty,  under  the  dominion  of  a  foreign 
ftate. 

Thefe  principles  uniformly  governed  the  whole 
of  my  condu(^l  throughout  this  ncgociation,  in 
which  I  aded  to  the  bed:  of  my  judgment ; 
ihould  I  be  fo  unfortunate,  however,  as  to  incur 
any  cenfure,  I  mull:  rely  on  the  candour  of  my 
country,  to  do  me  the  jufticc  of  attributing  what- 
ever improprieties  I  may  appear  to  have  com- 
mitted, to  the  true  and  only  caufc  ;  to  a  want  of 
fufficicnt  diplomatic  Ikill,  which  a  life  wholly 
devoted  to  my  profeflion  had  denied  mc  the  op- 
portunity of  acquiring. 

After  having  fo  uniformly  pcrfiftcd  in  my  de- 
termination of  ftridly  adhering  to  the  line  of  my 
duty,  by  an  implicit  obedience  to  the  inftriid:ions 
I  had  received,  in  oppofition  to  the  judgment 
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and  opinion  of  Sen'  Quadra,  and  the  evidences 
which  he  had  propofcd ;  1  could  not  but  con- 
fider  tlie  uncxpe<5led  arrival  of  a  gentleman,  who 
had  pcrfonally  attended  Mr.  Mearcs  on  his  form- 
ing the  cftablilhment  at  Nootka,  and  who  it 
fccms  had  beer  pre  Tent  on  moll  occafions  when 
differences  liad  arilen  between  Sen'  Martinez  and 
Captain  Colnctt,  as  a  very  Ibrtunate  circum- 
llancc,  Uncc  his  report  and  affidavit  cleared  up 
every  point  of  which,  from  other  tellimonies,  I 
could  entertain  any  doubt,  and  confirmed  mc  in 
the  opinion,  that  the  condu(S:l  1  had  purfucd 
had  not  been  incompatible  with  the  truft  com- 
mitted to  my  charge  and  execution.  On  com- 
paring his  reprelcntation  with  that  which  had 
been  communicated  to  me  on  the  fame  fub- 
jet:]:  by  Sen'  Quadra,  a  very  material  difference 
appeared,  which  moft  probably  operated  to  direct 
Sen'  Quadra's  condiid:,  in  retufrng  me  pofleifion 
of  tlic  country  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  my  in- 
Itrudions. 

The  veffels  employed  In  commercial  purfuit* 
this  feafon  on  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America, 
bave  I  believe  found  their  adventures  to  anfwer 
their  cxpcdations:  many  were  contented  with 
the  cargo  of  furs  they  had  collefted  in  the  courfc 
of  the  fummer  ;  whiifl:  dithers  v.bo  had  prolonged 
tlieir  voyage,  either  pafied  the  winter  at  the 
Sandw  ich  iflauds,  or  on  the  coaft,  where  they 
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completed  fniall  vciVcls  which  they  broutrht  out 
in  Iramc.  An  Englilli  and  an  American  fliallop 
were  at  this  tini.  on  tl»c  iiocks  in  tlie  cove,  and 
when  finiilicd  w  ere  to  be  employed  in  the  inland 
navigation,  in  collcding  the  fkins  of  the  fea- 
ottcr  and  other  furs ;  bcfidc  tliefe,  a  French  Ihip 
was  then  engaged  in  the  fame  purfuit,  and  the 
following  velVels  in  the  fervicc  of  His  Catholic 
Majefty :  the  Gertrudes  and  Conception  of  thirty- 
fix  guns  each,  the  Adivc  brig  of  twelve  guns, 
Princclfa,  Aranfafu,  and  St.  Carbs,  armed  (liips, 
with  the  veifels  of  Sen"  Galiano  and  Valdcs. 
hoth  thcfc  gentlemen  had  been,  and  were  ftill 
emplo}ed,  not  only  in  geographical  reicarches, 
but  in  acquiring  every  pofliiblc  information  rc- 
fpci^ing  the  commerce  of  the  country;  this  cir- 
cumftance,  together  with  the  guarded  conduct 
obfcrvcd  by  Sen'  Quadra,  in  his  endeavours  to 
retain  the  whole,  or  at  any  event  to  prcfc-rve  a 
right  in  Noutka,  evidently  manifcftcd  the  de- 
gree of  jcalouly  v/ith  v.hich  the  court  of  Spain 
regards  the  commercial  intercourfe  that  is  likely 
to  be  cftablilhed  on  tliit',  fide  of  the  world. 

Confidering  it  an  iudifpenfable  duty,  that  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  Ibould,  from  under  my 
own  hand,  beci.ime  acquainted  with  the  whole 
of  my  negociatiun  at  this  port  by  the  fafcft  and 
moll  expeditious  conveyance,  a  pailage  was  pro- 
cured for  m\-  fill!  lieutenant  Mr.  Mud";e  on  board 
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the  Fcnis  and  St.  Jofcph,  bound  to  China,  from 
whence  he  "was  to  proceed  with  all  difpatch  to 
England.  To  this  ircntlcman  I  intruded  ex- 
tracts  from  the  molt  important  parts  of  my  jour- 
nal, with  a  copy  of  our  Ihrvey  of  this  coaft ;  and 
I  had  every  reafon  to  indulge  the  hopes  of  his 
ipecdy  return,  with  further  inftructions  for  the 
government  of  my  conduct  in  thefe  regions. 

On  this  occafion,  I  appointed  Lieutenant  Pa- 
get and  Baker  to  be  firft  and  fecond  lieutenants, 
as  alfo  Mr.  Spclman  Svvaine  to  be  third  lieute- 
nant of  the  Difcovcry ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  Manby 
to  be  mailer  ot  tiie  Chatham. 

Sen'  Quadra  having  ufed  no  ri>rorous  meafures 
to  detect  and  bring  to  jullicc  the  murderer  of 
the  young  Spaniard,  the  alarm  of  the  natives 
foon  i'nbfided,  and  in  a  day  or  two  they  vifitcd 
lis  as  ufual.  Mitquhnui  and  the  other  chiefs  were 
not,  however,  fo  cordially  rccci\  cd  at  the  Spanilli 
habitations  as  they  liad  been  in  Sen'  Quadra's 
time;  at  which  they  exprcllcd  much  dillike  to 
all  the  Spaniards,  excepting  Sen'  Quadra,  and 
particularly  to  Martinez  ;  w  ho,  Miiqniiuia  aflcrt- 
cd,  went  on  Ihore  with  a  number  of  armed 
people,  and  obliged  him  by  threats  to  make  cei- 
fion  of  Nootka  to  the  king  of  S])ain.  He  la- 
mented alfo  the  j^rofpect  of  our  i'pcedy  depar- 
ture, laying,  that  his  people  would  always  be 
haralfed  and  ill-treated  by  new-comers,  and  in- 

trcatcd 
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treated  that  I  would  leave  fome  pcrfons  behind 
for  their  protection.  Very  little  dependance, 
however,  is  to  be  placed  in  the  truth  or  fniccrity 
of  fuch  declarations ;  fince  thefe  people,  unlet- 
tered as  they  are,  poffefs  no  fmali  Iharc  of  policy 
and  addrcfs,  and  fpare  no  pains  to  ingratiate 
thcmfelves,  by  the  help  of  a  little  flattery  (a  com- 
modity with  whofe  value  they  feem  perfectly  ac- 
quainted) with  ftrangcrs,  to  whom  they  rcprefent 
their  actions  as  refultlng  from  the  moft  fmccrc 
friendfliip  ;  by  which  means  they  frequently  pro- 
cure very  valuable  prefents,  without  making  any 
return. 

From  the  time  of  Sen'  Quadra's  departure 
until  Wcdnefday  the  lM)th,  my  time  had  been 
moftly  employed  in  preparing  my  difpatches  for 
England ;  they  were  now  completed,  and  Mr. 
Mudge  would  have  failed  this  day,  had  not  a 
hard  tiale  of  wind  from  the  S.  E.  attended  with 
a  heavy  rain,  prevented  his  departure,  and  re- 
tarded our  operations  in  the  equipment  of  the 
Chatham  and  Daedalus.  This  boillcrou*  un- 
plcafant  weather  continued  until  the  30th  in  the 
atternoon,  when  the  wind  Ihifting  to  the  N.  W. 
brought  fair  weather,  with  which  the  Fenis  and 
St.  Joleph  failed  for  China. 

On  Tuefday,  October  the  2d,  the  Hope  brig, 
which  had  failed  on  the  20th  of  laft  month,  and 
the  Spanifli  armed  fliip  Princelfa,  arrived  here 
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from  the  eftablifhmcnt  before  mentioned,  that 
the  Spaniards  had  formed  near  the  Ibuthern  en- 
trance of  the  ftraits  of  De  Fuca  ;  which  was  the 
fame  open  bay  we  had  puffed  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  29th  of  April  laft ;  but  it  having  been  found 
much  expofed,  and  the  anchorage  very  bad,  ow- 
ing to  a  rocky  bottom,  the  Spaniards,  I  was  given 
to  underftand,  had  been  induced  intircly  to  eva- 
cuate it ;  and  it  appeared  alfo  that  Sen'  Fidalgo 
had  brought  with  lilm  to  this  place  all  the  live 
ftock  that  had  been  deftined  for  its  eftablilliment. 
Our  new  luit  of  fails,  after  foaking  fome  hours 
in  the  fca,  were  bent  on  Saturday  the  Gth.   The 
obfcrvatorv,   w  ith   the  inflrnmcnts  and  chrono- 
meters,  were  on  tliat  day  alfo  taken  on  board,  as 
well  thofe  fupplicd  me  by  the  Navy  Board,  as 
thofe  intrufted  by  the  Board  of  Longitude  to  the 
care  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Gooch  the  aftro- 
nomer,  intended  for  this  expedition. 

The  very  unfcttled  llatc  of  the  weather  nruch 
retarded  our  re-equipment,  and  tlic  appearance 
of  w; 'iter  having  already  commenced,  indicated 
the  whole  year  to  be  divided  here  into  two  fea- 
fons  only.  The  month  of  September  had  been 
delightfully  plcailmt,  and  the  fame  fort  of  wea- 
ther, with  little  interruption,  had  prevailed  ever 
fmcc  the  arrival  of  Sen' Quadra  inthefpiing; 
during  which  period  of  fettled  weather,  the  day 
was  always  attended  with  a  rcfrclliing  gale  from 
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the  ocean,  and  a  gentle  breeze  prevailed  throua;h 
the  night  from  the  land;  which  not  only  renders 
the  climate  of  this  country  extremely  pleafant, 
but  the  accefs  and  cgrefs  to  and  from  its  ports 
very  eafy  and  commodious. 

As  my  attention,  during  our  continuance  in 
this  port,  had  been  principally  engrofled  by  the 
negociation  already  adverted  to,  I  had  little  Ici- 
flire  to  profecute  other  inquiries  ;  I  fliall  there- 
fore conclude  this  chapter  by  the  infcrtion  of 
fuch  obfcrvations  as  were  made  on  fhore  at  the 
obfcrvatory. 

The  obfcrvations  commenced  on 
the  30th  of  Auguft,  at  which  time 
Kendall's  chronometer,  according  to 
the  Birch-bay  rate  gave  the  longi- 
tude 233°  58'  1 -." 

By  the  Portfmouth  rate  231°  lO'  30'^ 

Arnold's  watch, on  board  thcChat- 
liam,  by  the  Birch-bay  rate  232°  4/'' 45^' 

1  702.  I/on<ritvidc  of  the  obfcrvatory. 

Sept.  7,   Myfclt',   two  fcts  of  dif- 

tanccs,  moon  and  fun,      233"  22'  30* 

—  Mr.  Whidbcy,  two  do.  do.  i  {/ 

8,  ditto,  eight  ditto  ditto  44' 20" 

—  Myfclf,  eight  ditto  ditto  38' 41'' 
(J,  ditto,  eight  ditto  ditto  31'  30" 

Mr. 
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—  Mr.  Whidbcy,  eight  do.  do. 
12,  ditto,  eight  ditto  ditto 

—  Mylelt',  lix  ditto  ditto 
23,  ditto,  eight  ditto  ditto 

—  Mr.  Wliidbey,  eight  do.  do. 
23,  ditto,  eight  ditto  ditto 

—  Myiclf,  eight  ditto  ditto 
Oa.    1,    Mr.  Whidbey,  fix  ditto 

moon  and  aquila, 
Aug.  22,  Five  lets  per  D  a  0,  taken 
b)  my  felt  at  Tea,  and  re- 
duced at  this  place  b}-  the 
chronometer,  according 
to  its  rate  of  going  found 

here 

—  Five  fets,  taken  by  Mr. 

Whidbey,  ditto 
2  J,  Four  fets  by  myielf,  ditto 

—  Four  icts  by  Mr.  Whid- 
bey, ditto 

The  mean  t)f  the  whole,  collrcfkr/v 
taken  ;  being  forty-nine  fets  by  my- 
fclf;  and  fifty-feven  by  Mr.  Whid- 
bey ;  amounting  in  all  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fix  lets  of  lunar  dlftanccs 
gave  the  louiiitucle  233"  31' 3u'^ 

By  which  our  oblcrvations  place  Nootkaibund 
about  2(»'  3u"  to  the  callvvard  of  the  longitude 
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afligned  to  it  by  Captain  Cook,  and  about  lo'  to 
the  caftward  of  Sen'  Malafpina  s  obiervations ; 
whence  it  Ihould  fccm  to  appear,  that  our  in- 
llrumcnts  for  the  longitude  were  erring  on  the 
caller n  fide. 

Although  I  fliould  have  been  very  happy  to 
fubfcribe  to  the  longitude  as  fettled  by  allrono- 
mers  of  fuperior  abilities,  ye.,  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion,  fuch  a  conccflion  would  have  been  at- 
tended with  a  very  material  inconvenience,  in 
deranging  the  pofition  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
coaft  that  have  already  been  furvcyed,  and  laid 
down  by  our  own  obfervations.  For  this  ellential 
reafon,  I  have  been  induced  to  retain  the  meridian 
ot  Nootka,  a:5  afcertaincd  by  our  own  obferva- 
tions, which  lliewcd  Kendall's  chronometer,  on 
our  arrival,  to  be  'JiVir/'to  the  eirilvvard  of  what 
I  have  confidered  as  the  triic  lonp;ltade  ;  and  as  I 
had  reafbn  to  believe  this  error  commenced  about 
the  time  of  our  departure  from  Deiolation  found, 
and  that  it  had  been  re:rularly  increafmjr  fmcc 
that  period,  the  longitude  has  been  corrected  both 
m  my  journals  and  cluirts  from  that  ftation. 

On  this  authority,  the  errors  of  the  chrono- 
meters have  been  found,  which,  on  the  5th  of 
Odober  at  noon,  were  as  follow  :  (viz.) 

Kendall  i'aft  of  mean  time  at 
Greenwich  j"  ]y  i^"  41'/^ 

And 
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And  gaining  per  day,  on  mean 
time,  deduced  from  thirty- fix  fets 
of  corrcfponding»  altitudes,  at  the 
rate  of  II"  13'^-' 

Arnold's  No.  S'2,  on  board  the 
Chatham,  faft  of  mean  time  at 
Greenwich  l"     a' 3r>'' -tl'"' 

And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean 
time,  at  the  rate  of 

Arnold's  No.  M,  from  the  Dic- 
dalus,  fail  of  mean  time  at  Green- 
wich 

And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean 
time,  at  the  rate  of 

Arnold's  No.  l/f),  faft  of  mean 
time  at  Greenwich  2*^  lO'  38"  4V" 

And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean 
time,  at  the  rate  of 

Earnlhaw's  pocket  watcii,  fad 
of  mean  time  at  (Trccnwicli 

And  gaining,  per  day,  on  mean 
time,  at  tiie  rate  of 

The  calculations  by  the  Portf- 
mouth  rate  of  Kendall's  chrono- 
meter have  hitherto  been  noticed, 
5n  order  to  fliew  tlie  c'egrce  of  ac- 
curacy witli  which  it  had  gone, 
according  to  its  then  aiccrtalncd 

motion, 
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motion,  in  encountering  the  vari- 
ous climates  it  had  paiTcd  through 
fince  our  departure  from  that  port; 
but  as  I  have  no  fimilar  docu- 
ments, or  the  leafl  information, 
rcfpeding  the  three  chronometers 
I  received  from  the  Daedalus,  to 
compare  with  the  going  of  Ken- 
dall's, thofe  calculations  from 
hence  will  ceafe  to  attrad  our  at- 
tention. 

The  latitude  of  the  obfervatory, 
by  thirty  meridional  altitudes  of 
the  fun 

The  variation  of  the  compafs, 
by  thirty  fets  of  azimuths,  taken 
by  three  different  compares,  vary- 
ing from  iO°to  2 1*',  gave  the 
mean  refult 

The  vertical  inclination  of  the 
magnetic  needle. 

Marked  end,  North  face  Eaft, 
Ditto,  Weft,- 

Marked  end.  South  face  Eaft, 
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Mean  inclination  of  the  marine 
dipping  needle 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


V( 


Depart  from  Noolka  Sound — Proceed  to  the  South- 
ward along  the  Coaji — TJie  Dcedalns  enters 
Grays  Harbour — The  Chatham  enters  Columbia 
River — Arrival  of  the  Difcovery  at  Port  St. 
Francijco. 

TKE  inclemency  of  the  weather  prevented 
our  proceeding  in  our  feveral  occupations, 
and  detained  us  here  until  the  afternoon  of  Fri- 
day, Odlobcr  the  12th,  when,  in  company  with 
the  Chatham  and  Diedalus,  we  hauled  out  of  the 
cove,  in  order  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  land 
wind,  which  about  ten  o'clock  enabled  us  to  fail 
out  of  the  port  of  Nootka  ;  but  the  Chatham  and 
Daedalus  not  following,  we  brought  to  about 
midnight,  to  wait  their  coming  up.  This  how- 
ever did  not  take  place  during  the  night,  which 
was  fcrene  and  pleafant,  though  we  had  a  very 
heavy  and  irregular  fwell,  which  drove  us  fo  far 
to  the  weftward,  that  by  day-light  we  were  not 
moic  than  two  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
ledge  of  rocks  which  lie  two  leagues  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  weft  point  of  entrance  into  Nootka; 
our  foundings  were  from  25  to  30  fathoms. 

About 
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About  nine  the  next  morning,  Saturday  the 
1 3th,  the  Chatham  and  Dajdalus  ^ined  com- 
pany. The  Chatham,  by  the  weather  falHng 
calm  juft  as  fhe  had  weighed  anchor,  became 
under  no  command,  and  was  fwcpt  by  the  tide 
on  the  rocky  point  of  the  cove,  where  the  fca 
broke  with  great  violence  ;  but  by  proper  exer- 
tions, and  immediate  afliilance  from  the  Daeda- 
lus, which  was  in  a  fortunate  fituation  for  that 
purpofe,  Ihc  got  off  without  receiving  any  appa- 
rent damage,  though  fliehad  ftruck  very  heavily. 

It  is  necellary  here  to  ftate,  that  on  the  day 
previous  to  our  failingj  I  received  on  board  two 
young  women  for  the  purpofe  of  returning  them 
to  their  native  country,  the  Sandwich  illands ; 
which  they  had  quitted  in  a  veiTel  that  arrived 
at  Nootka  on  the  7th  inftantj  called  the  Jenny, 
belonging  to  Briftol.  But  as  that  veiTel  was 
bound  from  hence  ftraight  to  England,  Mr.  James 
Baker  her  commander  very  earneftly  requefted, 
that  I  would  permit  thefe  two  unfortunate  girls 
to  take  a  paflage  in  the  Difcovery  to  Onehow, 
the  illand  of  their  birth  and  refidence  ;  from 
whence  it  feems  they  had  been  brought,  not  only 
very  contrary  to  their  wiflies  and  inclinations, 
but  totally  without  the  knowledge  or  confent  of 
their  friends  or  relations ;  and  of  which  tranfac- 
tion  fome  particulars  will  hereafter  be  noticed, 
where  they  will  not  interfere  with  the  regular  pro- 
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grrfs  of  our  narrative  ;  which  I  nov/  rcfumc  by 
obrcrving,  t|^t  alter  fo  long  a  continuance  of  uii- 
Icttlc;!  weatlicr,  the  prcfent  apparent  re-cltal'- 
lillicd  ferenity  encouraged  me  to  hope  I  might  he 
enabled  in  our  route  to  the  Southward  to  re-exa- 
mine the  coall  of  New  Albion,  and  p:u*ticulariy 
a  river  and  a  harbour  dKcovercd  by  ?vlr.  Gray  in 
the  Cohinii>ia  between  the  -lOth  and  'i;th  de- 
grees of  north  latitude,  of  which  Sen'  Quadra  had 
favoured  me  w  ith  a  fketch.  For  this  purpofe  our 
tourle  was  direded  along  fliorc  to  the  eai  ward, 
which  would  alfo  afford  an  opportunity  of  exa- 
mining the  Spanifli  furvey  between  Nootka  and 
Dc  Fuca's  llraits. 

Some  obfervations  were  made  to  afcertain  if 
any  error  had  taken  place  in  fhe  chronometers 
flnce  they  had  been  received  from  the  fliore,  and 
1  had  the  fatisfad:ion  to  find  them  all  anfw  er  very 
■well.  Kendall's  in  particular  was  very  exac^t,  and 
its  excellency  having  already  been  proved,  I  was 
determined  to  depend  principally  upon  it  until  a 
further  opportunity  Ihould  offer  for  afcertaining 
the  going  of  the  others. 

At  noon  our  obferved  latitude  was  4()°  23^  the 
lono-itude  233"  28^  The  northernmoft  land  in 
fight  by  compafs  bore  N.  W. ;  Nootka  N.  8  W. ; 
the  eaftcrnmoft  land  in  fight  N.  88  E. ;  and  point 
Breakers,  our  neareft  fliore,  N.  30  E.  diftant  four 
miles ;  whence  that  point  is  iituatcd  according 
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to  our  obrcrvatlons,  which  were  very  ir«.)0(J,  made 
by  different  pcr(()ns,  and  acreein;.';  lo  a  irrtat  niet;- 
ty,  ill  latitude  Uf'ir/,  longitude  2;5:r  :yy.  Cap- 
tain Cook  llates  the  latitude  of  jioint  Breakers  to 
be  Kj"  \r/.  The  difference  of  !(/  is  decidedly  an 
error  of  the  prcfs,  as  by  my  own  obfcrvations 
duriiiL';  that  voyage  point  Breakers  is  placed  in  la«- 
titude  4if  2V. 

The  wind  at  N.W.  blew  a  plcaf'ant  gale  until 
the  evcnini?;,   when   it  was   i'ucceeded   by  calms 
and  light  variable  airs  off  the  land,  which  conti- 
nued until  near  noon  of  Sunday  the  1  ith.    Dur- 
ing  the  fore  part  of  the  night  the  depth  of  water 
was  from  70  to  90  fathoms,  but  by  the  mominfy 
we  were  drifted  too  far  from  the   land  to  gain 
foundings.  The  weather,  though  ckar  over  head, 
was  ha/v  towards  the  horizon,  and  rendered  the 
land  very  indiitind ;  in  the  afternoon  we  had  a 
fine  breeze  from  the  wellward,  which  enabled  U3 
to  ilecr  in  for  the  land,  and  to  gain  a  diftant  view 
of  Clayocjuot  and  Nittinat,   which,  according  to 
the  Spaniards,  are  the  native  muTiCs  of  port  Cox 
and  l>erklcy's  found.     The  call  point  of  the  for- 
mer at  fun-i'ct  by  compafs  l)ore  N.  50  W.  about 
four  leagues  diftant ;  the  well  point  of  the  latter, 
our  ncarcil  ihore,  N.  L'8  E.  about  five  miles  dif- 
tant, and  the  coaft  in  fight  extended  from  eall:  to 
N.  1)3  W.     Wefhortened  iail  for  the  night,  and 
inclined  our  courfe  towards  cape  Ciaffet.     1  had 
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been  given  to  underftand,  that  this  promontory 
was  by  the  natives  ealled  ClaiTet ;  b\)t  now  find- 
ing that  this  name  had  originated  only  from  that 
of  an  inferior  chief's  refiding  in  its  neighbour- 
hood, I  have  therefore  refumed  Captain  Cook's 
original  appellation  of  cape  Flattery. 

The  weftwardly  wind  died  away  as  the  night 
approached,  when  we  were  in  foundings  from  30 
to  '10  fathoms ;  but  light  airs  and  calms  fuccecd- 
ing,  we  were  foon  driven  to  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance  from  the  land,  which  in  the  morning  of 
Monday  the  15th  was  nearly  obfcured  by  a  thick 
haze  at  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix  leagues.  The 
obferved  latitude  at  noon  was  48"  4 1'',  longitude 
234°  3o';  the  coaft  then  in  fight  bearing  by  com- 
pafs  from  N.  W.  to  E.  by  N. 

A  want  of  wind  until  Tuefday  the  1 0th  much 
incrcafed  our  diftance  from  the  fliore,  by  our  be- 
ing fet  to  the  fbuthward  ;  and  the  land  being  ftill 
obfcured  by  a  denfe  haze,  prevented  our  difco- 
vering  that  vsc  had  pafled  cape  Flattery  until  ten 
in  the  forenoon,  when  it  was  announced  by  the 
roeks  to  the  fouth  of  it;  the  hirgcft  of  vvhicli, 
independently  of  DeftrucHon  ifland,  is  the  moll 
extenfive  detached  land  exifting  on  the  fea  coafl: 
between  cape  Flattery  and  cape  Mendocino.  It 
is  of  an  oblong  fliape,  and  nearly  level  on  the  top, 
where  it  produces  a  few  trees,  its  fides  are  almoft 
perpendicular ;  near  it  are  fome  fmall  white  bar- 
ren 
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rcn  rocks,  fomc  funkcn  ones,  and   fomc  rocky 
iflcts  of  curious  and  romantic  fhapcs.     At  noon 
the  obfervcd  latitude  was  4  8"  8^  and  the  longi- 
tude, deduced  from  four  different  fets  of  obfcr* 
vations  for  the  chronometer  taken  in  the  after- 
noon, was  235°  20^     In  this  fituation  the  fouth- 
crnmoft  land  in  fight  bore  by  compafs  S.  78  E. 
and  the  mountain  before  confidered  as  mount 
Olympus,  eaft.    Whether  our  having  been  lat- 
terly accuftomed  to  fee  more  lofty  mountains,  or 
whether  the  mountain  being  difrobed  of  its  win- 
ter garment  (the  fnow  now  being  only  in  patches) 
produced  the  effcft,  is  not  eafdy  determined,  but 
it  certainly  feemed  of  lefs  ftupendous  height  than 
when  we  firft  beheld  it  in  the  fpring.     A  light 
favorable  breeze  from  the  N.  W.  during  the  af- 
ternoon, afforded  a  good  opportunity  for  deter- 
mining the  fituation  of  this  cape,  and  I  had  the 
iatisfad:ion  to  find  it  correfpond  exadlly  with  the 
pofition  I  had  aiTigned  to  it,  on  paffing  it  in  the 
fpring.     This  evinced  the  propriety  of  adopting 
the  meridian  of  Nootka  for  our  charts,  agreeably 
to  the  refult  of  the  obfervations  we  had  made  for 
afcertaining  it. 

In  the  point  of  view  we  this  day  faw  the  en- 
trance of  De  Fuca's  llraits,  it  appeared  in  no  re- 
ipcrt  remarkable,  or  likely  to  be  an  opening  of 
any  conliderable  extent.  The  night  being  again 
ulipoft  calm,  our  diftance  from  the  land  was  in- 
r,,M,     '  C  c  -4  crcafed 
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creafed  as  before.  We  approached  it  llowly  in 
the  forenoon  of  Wedncfday  the  ]  7th,  and  at 
mid- day  the  coaft  by  compafs  extended  from 
N.  N.  W.  to  E.  S.  E. ;  mount  Olympus  bore 
N.  40  E.  and  the  nearcft  lliorc  N.  E.  about  four 
leagues  diflant.  Our  obferved  latitude  47"  27^, 
longitude  235"  SS'',  agreed  exceedingly  well  with 
our  former  pofition  of  this  part  of  the  coaft. 

A  light  N.  W.  breeze  prevailed  in  the  after- 
noon, which  by  funfct  brought  us  within  four 
miles  of  the  iliore,  having  foundings  from  50  to 
30  fathoms.  At  eight  the  wind  died  away,  and 
as  we  were  now  approaching  a  part  of  the  coaft 
which  we  hod  formerly  palled  at  a  greater  di(- 
tance  than  I  could  have  wifhed,  we  anchored  for 
the  night  to  prevent  the  fame  thing  happening 
a  fecond  time.  The  depth  of  water  was  2  1  fa- 
thoms, black  fandy  bottom.  At  five  in  the  morn- 
ing of  Thurfday  the  18th,  with  a  gentle  breeze 
from  the  land,  we  turned  up  along  ihore,  and 
had  foundings  from  17  to  40  fathoms.  The  land 
breeze  was  fucceeded  by  one  from  the  N.  W. ; 
at  noon  the  obferved  latitude  was  47"  14^  longi- 
tude 235°  5(y,  very  nearly  correfponding  with 
the  pofition  of  this  coaft  as  laid  down  by  us  in 
the  fpring.  In  this  fituation  the  northern moft 
land  in  fight  by  compafs  bore  N.  28  W.  ;  the 
perforated  rock  noticed  off  point  Grcnvillc  in  the 
morning  of  the  28th  of  April,  N.  15  W.  ;  mount 
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Olympus  N.  14  E.  ;  the  nearefl  ihore,  being  a 
fmall  detached  rock,  S.  80  E.  three  or  four  miles 
diftant ;  two  low  points  of  land  which  we  con- 
iidercd  to  form  the  points  of  Gray's  harbour, 
S.  40  E.  ;  and  S.  30  E. ;  and  the  fouthcrnmod 
land  in  fight  S.  32  E.  In  the  courfe  of  the  morn- 
ing \vc  had  feen  a  remarkably  high  round  moun- 
tain, which  now  bore  by  compals  N.  7Q  E.  and 
rofc  confpicuoufly  from  a  plain  of  low,  or  rather 
moderately  elevated  land,  and  was  covered  with 
fnow  as  far  down  as  the  intervening  hills  permit- 
ted us  to  fee.  We  entertained  little  doubt  of  its 
being  mount  Rainier,  which  was  foon  afterwards 
confirmed  ;  its  diftance  from  us  being  an  hundred 
geographical  miles. 

The  weather  and  every  other  clrcumftance 
concurring  to  promote  the  defign  I  had  formed 
of  re-examining  this  coaft,  I  dired:ed  that  Mr. 
Whidbey,  taking  one  of  the  Difcovery's  boats, 
iliould  proceed  in  the  Daedalus  to  examine  Gray's 
harbour,  faid  to  be  fituated  in  latitude  46°  53', 
whillt  the  Chatham  and  Difcovery  explored  the 
river  Mr.  Gray  had  difcovercd  in  the  latitude  of 
40"  10^  In  the  event  r'{  our  not  meeting  with 
the  Ditdalus  before  we  reached  Monterrey,  that 
port  was  appointed  as  a  rendezvous.  We  pro- 
ceeded to  the  fouthward  at  the  dillancc  of  three 
or  four  miles  from  the  fliore,  having  regular  found- 
ings at  a  depth  from  13  to  Ip  fathoms. 
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Towards  midnight  the  hght  N.  W.  wind, 
which  had  prevailed  during  moft  part  of  the  day, 
was  fucceedcd  by  a  calm,  on  which  we  anchored 
in  16  fathoms  water,  and  at  day-light  the  next 
morning  difcovercd  our  fituation  to  be  off  the 
bay  we  had  endeavoured  to  enter  the  27th  of  lall 
April,  and  about  two  miles  from  the  outcrmoft 
of  the  breakers,  which  bore  by  compafs  N.  73  E. ; 
the  fouthernmoft  part  of  the  coaft  in  fight  S.  S.  E. ; 
mount  Rainier  N.  66  E. ;  the  S.  E.  point  of  Gray's 
harbour,  which  is  low  proje(^ling  land,  covered 
with  trees,  N.  2  W.  ;  and  mount  Olympus,  our 
norrtiernmoft  land  in  view,  north.  This  by  va- 
rious obfervations,  I  found  to  be  fituated  in  lati-» 
tude  4 70  50^  longitude  236''  4\  Here  the  bay 
before  us  did  not  appear  to  fall  fo  far  back  as  I 
had  been  led  to  fuppofc,  but  the  low  land  pro- 
jelled  further  into  the  ocean  than  it  had  appeared 
to  do  on  our  former  view  of  it ;  and  inflcad  of 
the  breakers  being  intirely  connedled,  two  fmall 
openings  were  difcovercd,  which,  however,  from 
the  colour  of  the  water,  and  the  rifmg  of  the 
fwell  acrofs  them,  muft  be  very  Ihallow.  Bro- 
ken water  was  alfo  fcen  in  every  dircdion  be- 
tween the  outer  reefs  and  the  ihorc,  the  latter  of 
which  was  not  difccrniblc  until  eleven  o'clock 
on  Friday  the  1  Qth,  when  a  breeze  fet  in  from  the 
N.  W.  whicli  difperfcd  the  haze,  and  flicwcd  the 
boundary  of  the  cpad  to  be  one  uninterrupted 
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beach,  lined  with  breakers  at  irregular  diftances 
irom  it.  With  this  breeze  we  weighed  anchor. 
The  latitude  obferved  at  noon  was  46"  42',  but 
obfervations  for  the  chronometers  were  not  pro- 
cured. 

With  a  pleafant  gale  and  fine  weather  we 
Goafted  along  this  delightful  and  apparently  fer- 
tile part  of  New  Georgia,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
a  league  from  the  fhoals,  having  foundings  from 
ten  to  fixteen  fathoms,  until  four  in  the  after- 
noon, when  having  nearly  reached  cape  Difap- 
pointmcnt,  which  forms  the  north  point  of  en- 
trance into  Columbia  river,  fo  named  by  Mr. 
<jray,  I  dircdled  the  Chatham  to  lead  into  it,  and 
cm  her  arrival  at  the  bar  Ihould  no  more  than 
four  fathonis  water  be  found,  the  fignal  for  dan- 
ger was  to  be  made  ;  but  if  the  channel  appeared 
to  be  further  navigable,  then  to  proceed. 

As  we  followed  the  Chatham  the  depth  of 
water  decreafed  to  four  fathoms,  in  which  we 
failed  fome  little  time  \\  ithout  being  able  to  dif- 
tinguifli  the  entrance  into  the  river,  the  fea 
In'eaking  in  a  greater  or  Icfs  degree  from  (hore  to 
fliore  ;  but  as  the  Chatham  continued  to  purfuc 
her  courfe,  1  concluded  (lie  was  in  a  fair  chan- 
nel. Wc  however  foon  arrived  in  three  fathoms, 
and  as  the  w  atcr  was  becoming  lefs  deep,  and 
breaking  in  all  diredions  around  us,  1  hauled  to 
the  wcftward  in  order  to  cfcape  the  threatened 
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danger.  In  doing  this  vvc  were  iifiillcd  by  a  very 
llrong  ebb  tide  that  fiit  out  of  the  river,  and 
■which  oppofing  a  very  heavy  fvvell  that  rolled 
from  the  wellward  dircdly  on  tlie  Hiore,  caufed 
an  irregular  and  dangerous  fea.  By  ilven,  our 
depth  of  water  had  increafed  to  ten  fathoms, 
where,  conceiving  ourfclves  in  fafcty,  we  an- 
chored for  the  night,  which  palled  very  uncom- 
fortably, owing  to  the  violent  motion  of  the  vef- 
iel,  and  anxiety  for  the  I'afety  of  the  Chatham, 
from  which  a  fignal  was  made  at  the  moment 
"we  hauled  out  of  the  breakers,  which  we  were 
fearful  might  have  been  for  afiiilance,  as  the  clof- 
ing  in  of  the  day  prevented  our  accurately  diftin- 
guifhing  the  colour  of  the  flags ;  but  as  fhe  ap- 
peared to  be  perfei^lly  imder  command,  and  as 
the  rapidity  of  the  tide  and  the  heavy  fea  render- 
ed any  airiilance  Irom  us  impradicable,  I  was 
willing  to  hope  the  fignal  might  have  been  for 
the  bar,  which,  at  day-light  the  next  morning, 
was  proved  to  be  the  cafe  by  her  being  feen  rid- 
ing In  perfec^l  fafcty,  about  two  miles  within  the 
Itation  we  had  taken. 

The  morning  of  Saturday  the  l2oth  was  calm 
and  fair,  yet  iIk!  heavy  crois  fwell  continued, 
and  •within  the  Chatliam  the  breakers  feenied  to 
extend  without  the  kail  interruption  from  fliore 
to  flioic.  Anxious,  however,  to  afcertain  this 
fa6l,  1  fent  Lieutenant   Swaine,  in   the  cutter, 
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to  found  between  us  and  the  Chatham,  and  to 
acquire  fuch  information  from  Mr.  Broughton  as 
he  might  be  able  to  communicate ;  but  a  frclh 
eafterly  breeze  prevented  his  reaching  our  con- 
fort,  and  obliged  him  to  return  :  in  confcqucnce 
of  which  a  iignal  was  made  for  the  lieutenant  of 
the  Chatham,  and  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  John- 
ftone,  who  founded  as  he  came  out,  but  found 
no  bar,  as  we  had  been  given  to  undcriland.  The 
bottom  was  a  dead  flat  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
of  our  anchoraije.  From  Mr.  Johnftonc  I  re- 
ccived  the  unplcafaiit  intelligence,  that  by  the 
violence  of  the  furf,  which,  during  the  preced- 
ing night,  hiiCi  broken  o\er  the  decks  of  the 
Chatham,  1h  r  fmall  boat  had  been  daflied  to 
pieces.  Mr.  Jo'inilonc  was  clearly  of  opinion, 
that  had  the  Difcovcry  anchored  where  the  Chat- 
ham did,  fhe  mull  have  ftruck  with  great  vio- 
lence. Under  this  clrcumftance  we  undoubtedly 
experienced  a  moll  providential  efcape  in  hauling 
from  the  breakers.  My  former  opinion  of  this 
port  being  inacceiiible  to  vcffcls  of  our  burthen 
was  now  fully  confirmed,  with  this  exception, 
that  in  very  fine  weather,  with  moderate  winds, 
and  a  fmooth  fea,  vcflels  not  exceeding  four  hun- 
dred tons  might,  fo  far  as  we  were  enabled  to 
judge,  gain  admittance.  The  Dtedalus,  how- 
ever, being  directed  to  fearch  for  us  here,  I  was 
induced  to  perfeverc ;    particularly  as,  towards 
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noon,  a  thick  haze,  which  before  had  in  a  great 
degree  oblcured  the  land,  cleared  away,  and  the 
heavy  fwell   having  much  Ibbfidcd,  gave  us  a 
more  perted:  view  of  our  fituation,  and  fhewcd 
this  opening  in  the  coall  to  be  much  more  ex- 
tenfive  than   I  had  formerly  imagined.     Mount 
Olympus,  the  northernmoll  land  in  fight,  bore 
by  compafs  N.   7  W. ;  cape  Difappointment  N. 
Ol  E.  two  miles,  the  breakers  extending  from  its 
Ihore  S.  8/  E.  about  half  a  league  diftant ;  thofe 
on  the  Ibuthcrn  or  oppofite  lide  of  the  entrance 
into  the  river   S.   7O  E. :  between  thefc   is  the 
channel   into   the  river,  where  at  this  time  the 
fea  did  not  break.     The  coaft  was  feen  to  the 
fouthward  as  far  as  S.  31  E.     The  obfervcd  la- 
titude 40°  20^  which   placed  cape  Difappoint- 
ment one  mile  further  north  than  did  our  former 
obfervations.     The  flood  at  one  o'clock  making 
in  our  favor,  we  v\  eighed,  with  a  fignal  as  before 
for  the  Chatham  to  lead.     With   boats  a-head 
founding,  we  made  all  fail  to  windward,  in  four 
to  iix  fathoms  water.     The  Chatham  being  fur- 
ther advanced  in  the  channel,  and  having  more 
wind  and  tide,  made  a  greater  progrefs  than  the 
Difcovcry.     About  three  o'clock  a  gun  was  fired 
from  behind  a  point  that  projected  from  the  in- 
ner part  of  cape  Difappointment,  forming,  ta  all 
appearance,  a  very  fnug  cove  ;  this  was  anfwercd 
by  the  hoilling  of  the  Chatham's  colours,  and 
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firing  a  gun  to  leeward,  b}  which  we  concluded 
fome  vefifel  was  there  at  anchor.  Soon  after- 
wards foundings  were  denoted  by  the  Chatham 
to  be  fix  and  fcvcn  fathoms,  and  at  four  flie  an- 
chored apparently  in  a  tolerably  fnug  birth.  To- 
wards fun-fet,  the  ebb  making  ftrongly  againft 
us,  with  fcarcely  fufficient  wind  to  command 
the  fhip,  we  were  driven  out  of  the  channel  into 
1 3  fathoms  water,  where  we  anchored  for  the 
night ;  the  ferenity  of  which  flattered  us  with 
the  hope  of  getting  in  the  next  day. 

The  clearnefs  of  the  atmofphere  enabled  us  to 
fee  the  high  round  fnowy  -mountains,  noticed 
when  in  the  fouthcrn  parts  of  Admiralty  inlet, 
to  the  fouthward  of  mount  Rainier;  from  this 
ftation  it  bore  by  compafs  N.  77  E.  and,  like 
mount  Rainier,  fcemed  covered  with  perpetual 
fnow,  as  low  down  as  the  intervening  country 
permitted  it  to  be  feen.  This  I  have  diftinguifli- 
ed  by  the  name  of  Moun"?  St.  Helens,  in  ho- 
nor of  His  Britannic  Majefty's  ambafifador  at  the 
court  of  Madrid.  It  is  fituated  in  latitude  40"  g^ 
and  in  longitude  238°  4^,  according  to  our  obfer- 
vations. 

All  hopes  of  get-ting  into  Columbia  river  va- 
nilhed  on  Sunday  morning  the  21  ft,  which 
brought  with  it  a  frefh  gale  from  the  S.  E.  and 
every  appearance  of  approaching  bad  weather, 
which  the  falling  of  the  mercury  in  the  barome- 
ter 
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ter  alfb  Indicated.  We  therefore  weighed  and 
•ftood  to  fea;'foon  after  this  fomc  obfervatrons 
ioi-  the  chronometer  were  obtained,  which  gave 
-the  longitude  230"  4^  30",  by  which  cape  Dif- 
•appointmcnt  appeared  to  be  S^  in  longitude  fur- 
ther eaft  than  I  had  formerly  eftecmcd  it  to  be ; 
it  is  however  too  trifling  to  demand  correc^iion, 
as  fuch  a  difference,  and  even  a  much  greater 
one,  is  liable  to  arifc,  by  any  little  alteration  in 
the  rate  of  the  chronometer. 

The  forenoon  was  employed  in  making  the 
neceilary  preparations  for  bad  weather,  which 
was  foon  found  to  be  an  eflential  precaution.  An 
incrcafe  of  the  gale,  with  a  very  heavy  fca,  obliged 
us  about  two  in  the  afternoon  to  clofe-reef  the 
topfails,  and  to  hand  the  mainfail  and  mizen 
topfkil.  :  ; 

Under  this  fail  we  flood  to  the  S.  W.  until 
two  In  the  morning  of  Monday  the  22d,  when/ 
the  wind  in  fomc  degree  moderating,  we  again 
made  for  the  land,  the  gale  fubfidcd,  and  in  th« 
forenoon  the  wind  from  the  S.  E.  was  light  and 
variable.  The  weather,  however,  was  very  un- 
fettled,  feveral  water  fpouts  were  fcen,  and  fome 
pafled  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  Ihip.  hy  a 
very  indifferent  obfcrvation,  at  noon,  the  latitude 
*w'as  afcertained  to  be  40^  4^  and  the  longitude 
by  the  reckoning  234°  4 Q''.  About  two  in  the 
-afternoon,  a  ftrong  gale,  attended  with  heivy 
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dark  gloomy  weather,  fuddenly  arofe  from  the 
N.  W.  and  foon  increafcd  with  fuch  violence  as 
obliged  us  afterwards  to  ftrike  the  top-gallant 
mafts,  clofe-rcef  the  topfails,  and  to  take  in  the 
main  and  the  fore  and  mizen  topfails.  This 
boifterous  weather,  in  addition  to  the  advanced 
Hate  of  the  feafon,  induced  mc  to  abandon  every 
idea  of  regaining  Columbia  river ;  and,  under 
the  convidion  that  from  Mr.  Broughton  and  Mr. 
Whidbey  I  fliould  receive  every  information  I 
required,  not  only  of  Gray's  harbour  but  of  Co- 
lumbia river,  which  Mr.  Broughton  had  entered, 
and  who  I  wiis  alTurcd  would  not  quit  it  with- 
out being  fatisfied  in  its  examination,  I  directed 
our  courfe  to  the  fouthward. 

Thegak  moderated  next  morning,  Tuefday23,. 
veered  to  the  S.  and  bringing  with  it  more  fettled 
weather,  wc  made  all  fail.  At  noon  the  obferved 
latitude  was  l  i"  31^  longitude  by  the  chrono- 
meter 234"  ]'2\  This  favorable  appearance  of 
the  vveather  was  however  of  Ihort  duration.  The 
ulnd  in  the  afternoon  again  blew  a  ftrong  gale, 
which  obliged  us  to  ftand  to  the  S.  W.  under 
ftorm  ftay-falls  until  near  midnight,  when  it 
vccr«l  to  the  S.  W.  became  more  moderate,  and 
-we  were  enabled  to  Hand  to  the  S.  S.  E.  The 
weather,  however,  continued  very  unfcttled,  the 
fea  was  very  heavy  and  irrei::;ular,  and  the  wind 
became  variable  between  S.  W.  and  S.  S.  E.  On 
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Wedncfday  morning  the  24th,  feme  water  fpouts' 
again  appeared,  and  towards  noon  came  on  a 
very  violent  ftorm  of  lightning,  thunder,  and 
rain ;  about  which  time,  very  unexpectedly,  wc 
favv  the  land.  1  confidcrcd  it  to  be  part  of  the 
coaft  about  cape  Perpetua ;  it  bore  eaft,  and  was 
not  more  than  fix  leagues  from  us,  though,  by 
our  reckoning,  it  Ihould  have  been  more  than 
twice  that  diftance.  The  wind,  with  fqualls 
from  the  S.  S.  W.  now  blew  very  hard,  with 
which,  in  order  to  regain  an  offing,  we  flood  to 
the  weft  ward;  but  this  was  accompliflied  fo 
flowly,  that  at  five  in  the  evening  the  land  was 
ftill  in  fight  to  the  eaft  ward,  diftant  about  fix 
or  feven  leagues ;  and  though  the  fliip  was  al- 
ready under  a  fcvere  prefs  of  fail,  it  became  ne- 
celTary  to  make  conliderable  addition,  which  the 
Ihip  being  unable  to  carry,  the  topfails  were  again 
clofe-reefed,  under  which  and  the  two  courfes, 
■we  ftood  to  the  north- weft  ward  during  the  night, 
which  was  very  ftormy.  The  weather  conti- 
nued unfcttled,  although  the  wind  became  light 
and  variable  between  the  S.  and  S.  W.  attended 
with  heavy  rain  and  unpleafant  weather,  until 
Thurfday  afternoon  the  25th,  when  the  wind 
ihifted  to  the  N.  W.  blew  a  gentle  breeze,  and 
brought  with  it  a  clear  atmofphere.  To  this 
favorable  breeze  we  fpread  all  our  canvafs,  and 
directed  our  courfc  for  cape  Orford,  in  order  to 
re-examine  its  pofition.  .       . 
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At  noon  the  next  day,   Friday  the  2Gth,  our 
obferved  latitude  was  43°  39',   longitude  213° 
6l\     Towards  fun-fet  a  diftant  view  of  the  coaft 
was  gained,  bearing  E.  S.  E.  and  by  ten  at  night 
the  wind  veered  again  to  the   S.  E.  which,  by 
noon  of  Saturday  the  27th,  reduced  us  to  our 
clofc-reefed  topfails.     The  gale  moderated  to- 
wards midnight,  and  once  more  we  fpread  all  our 
canvafs  to  a  moderate  breeze,  between  the  fouth 
and  S.  E.  which  was  ftill  attended  with  a  heavy 
difagrceable  crofs  fwell,  rendering  the  (hip,  with 
her  then  heavy  cargo,  very  uneafy.     The  wea- 
ther in  general  was  much  more  pleafant  than 
that  which  we  had  lately  experienced,  and  as  the 
wind  veered,  we  occafionally  tacked  to  get  to  the 
S.  E.     By  thcfe  means,  on  the  evening  of  Mon- 
day the  20th,  the   coaft  was  fcen  extending  by 
compafs  from  N.  K.  by  N.  to  S.  E.  by  E. ;  cape 
Orford  bcarin;:;   E.  by  N.  about  four  miles  dif- 
tant.    By  tiX'  obfcrvations  made  in  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  the  latitude  of  this  cape,  as  before  ftated, 
was  found  to  be  conc(5l ;  the  iungltuJc  as  -it  cape 
Difappointmcnt  deviated  three  miles  to  the  call- 
ward.     The  next  day,  Tuefday  the  3oth,  in  the 
afternoon,  I  made  fomc  further  obfcrvations  to 
this  etfcd,    (not  having   proceeded  more   than 
three  or  four  leagues  to   the  fouthvvard  of  the 
cape)  which  produced  the  like  refult. 

The  wind  continued  nearly  in  the  lame  di- 
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rcdlon,  blov%inga  moderate  breeze,  with  pleii- 
fant  weather ;  but  the  very  uncomfortable  ftate 
of  the  \eircl,  in  confcquencc  of  a  difagrccablc 
fwell,  was  foon  again  aggravated  hy  the  increafc 
of  the  S.  E.  wind,  which,  at  fun-fet,  on  Friday 
the  2d  of  November,  reduced  us  to  a  clofe-rcefed 
topfall  and  forefaih  This  gale  was  accompanied 
by  a  very  high  Tea,  which,  about  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning  of  Saturday  the  3d,  carried  away 
our  fpritfail  yard  in  the  (lings.  After  day-break 
the  wind  fliifted  to  the  N.  W. ;  with  this  we 
fleered  to  the  S.  S.  E.  againft  a  very  heavy  head 
fca,  which  waflied  overboard  John  Davifon,  a 
icaman,  whllft  rigging  anew  fpritfail  yard.  This 
poor  fellow  being  a  good  fwimmer,  was  enabled 
to  fupport  himfelf  until  our  fmall  boat  from  the 
ftcra  happily  picked  him  up,  when  nearly  ex- 
haufted. 

The  w  Ind  continuing  to  blow  a  frcfli  breeze 
to  the  wcftward  of  fouth,  we  made  a  fine  ilant 
along  the  coaft  to  the  fouth-caftward.  The 
weather  was  delightfully  plcafant  until  near  mid- 
night, when  the  wind  veered  to  the  S.  E.  and  by 
four  in  the  morning  of  Sunday  the  Ith,  its  vio- 
lence obliged  us  to  ftrikc  the  top-gallant  mails, 
and  bring  the  lliip  under  the  forefail  and  llorm 
{la)fiills;  even  this  low  lall  was  more  than  pru- 
dence could  authorize,  yet  I  was,  and  had  been, 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  ilormy  weather, 
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ncccflitatcd  to  rcfort  to  tlils  mcallire,  left  wc 
Ihould  lofe,  in  thcfc  tcmpcftuous  returns,  the 
diftance  whicli  the  fliort  intervals  ot*  iiKxlerate 
weather  permitted  us  to  gain.  This  ^alc  mode- 
rated in  the  evening ;  clofe-reefed  tojifalls  were 
fet ;  towards  midnjglit  the  wind  veered  to  the 
weftward,  and  the  next,  morning,  Monday  the 
/ith,  we  again  ftood  to  the  i'outh.  The  wind 
between  N.  W.  and  VV.  attended  ftill  with  the 
fame  heavy  irregular  fwell,  blew  a  moderate 
breeze  with  fair  and  pleafant  weather,  which 
gave  us  again,  on  the  following  day,  Tuefday  the 
Cth,  fight  of  the  land  extending  by  compafs  from 
N.  E.  by  N.  to  E.  1-  S.  The  fouthernmoft  pro- 
montory of  cape  Mendocino,  N.  40  E.  diftant 
five  or  fix  leagues.  At  noon  in  this  fituation  our 
latitude  was  4o"  10^  longitude  235"  33'.  From 
the  obfervations  on  this  occafion,  1  found  the 
latitude  of  cape  Mendocino  exaftly  to  correfpond, 
and  the  longitude  to  be  within  3'  of  the  pofitlon 
I  had  before  alligned  to  it.  This  circumftance 
afforded  me  much  fatisfad:ion,  as  it  proved  the 
accuracy  of  our  funcy  in  the  fpring,  and  flat- 
tered me  with  the  hope,  that  future  vifitors  to 
this  coaft  would  find  the  leveral  projecting  points, 
as  well  to  the  nortli  of  cape  ?.Icndocino,  as  to 
the  fouth  of  it,  wl:ich  v;c  were  now  bound  to 
vifit,  laid  down  with  tolerable  accuracy  iu  our 
chart. 
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The  wind,  however,  proved  adverfe  to  our 
^uthern  progrefs ;  It  again  veered  to  the  S.  E. 
^nd  as  ufual  was  attended  with  fqualls  and  tor- 
rents of  rain,  which  kept  us  under  clofe-reefe4 
topfalls  until  Wednefday  morning  the  7th,  whei> 
the  gale  gradually  died  away,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  a  calm ;  the  fame  heavy  irregular  fea,  thick 
weather,  and  a  deluge  of  rain  continued  until 
the  morning  of  Thurfday  the  8th,  when  a  gentle 
breeze  fprang  up  from  the  N.  W.  and  the  at- 
mofphere  once  more  afl'umed  a  clear  and  plea- 
fant  appearance. 

We  had  now  pafled  to  the  fouth  of  cape  Men- 
docino, and  with  this  favorable  change  in  the 
weather  loft  not  a  moment  in  making  all  fail 
towards  the  land  to  the  S.  E.  of  the  cape,  which 
at  noon  was  in  fight,  extending  by  compafs  from 
N.  by  E.  to  E.  by  N. ;  the  ncareft  fliore  bearing 
N.  55  E.  about  eight  leagues  diftant.  The  la- 
titude obferved  was  30°  51^  longitude  235°  48'. 
We  had  approached  about  dark  nearly  within  a 
league  of  the  fliore,  and  as  we  had  now  to  com- 
mence the  examination  of  the  coaft  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  we  hauled  our  wind  and  plied  under  an 
cafv  fail  until  day-light  in  the  morning  of  Friday 
the  (Jth,  when  we  again  refumed  our  courfc 
along  fhore  with  a  light  northerly  breeze,  which 
by  noon  brought  us  to  that  part  of  the  coaft  we 
firft  made  on  the  1 7th  of  laft  April.     It  extended 
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by  compafs  from  S.  43  E.  to  N.  33  W. ;  the 
aneareft  fliore  "bearing  E.  by  N.  about  two  leagues 
Aidant.     In  this  fituation  our  latitude  was  3y° 
25',  longitude  236"  32',  which  places  the  coaft 
under  this  parallel  near  a  quarter  of  a  degree 
more  to  the  ealiward  than  1  had  confidcrcd  it  oni 
our  former  vifit.     The  land  to  the  fouthward, 
which  had  then  appeared  to,  have  been  much 
broken,  was  now  proved  to  be  compad:,  the  de- 
ception having  been  occafioned  by  our  diftancp 
from  it,  and  the  irregularity  of  its  furface,  which 
xifes  abruptly  in  low  fandy  cliffs  from  a  connected 
beach  which  uniformly  compofes  the  fea  Ihorc 
The  interior  country  appeared  to  be  nearly  an 
uninterrupted  foreft,  but  towards  the  fea  lide  was 
>a  pleafmg  variety  of  open  fpaces. 

From  the  fouth  promontory  of  cape  Mendo- 
cino to  the  land  we  were  abreaft  of  the  preced- 
ing night,  the  coaft  takes  a  dircdioa  about  S. 
40  E.  for  about  12  or  13  leagues,  and  there 
forms  fomething  of  a  projc-dlioii,  whence  it  falls 
back  about  two  leagues  to  th^  eaftward,  and  then 
ilretchcs  about  S.  a  5  E.  in  which  direction  wc 
failed  at  the  diftcincc  of  four  or  five  miles  from 
the  lliore  which  Hill  continued  compad:,  with 
two  or  three  fmall  rcxL-lvV  iilcts  lying  near  it.  As 
wc  proceeded,  a  dillunt  \ie\v  was  obtained  of  the 
Inland  country,  wliich  was  compofed  of  very 
;Jofty  rugged  mountains  extending    In  a   ridge: 
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nearly  parallel  to  the  d'.redion  of  the  coaft. 
Thefe  were  in  general  deftltute  of  wood,  and 
the  more  elevated  parts  were  covered  with  per- 
petual fnow.  :  ...i  ••»•  V^  -.'  .1' 
■  In  the  evening  we  again  hauled  off  from  the 
fhore  to  wait  the  return  of  day,  Saturday  the 
JOth,  at  which  time  a  low  projcding  point, 
called  by  the  Spaniards  Punta  Barro  de  Arena, 
bore  by  compafs  S.  5  7  E.  about  two  leagues  from 
us.  The  wind  blew  a  pleaiant  gale  from  the 
N.  W.  with  fine  weather,  which  made  me  much 
regret  the  delays  our  furvey  demanded,  as  thefc 
now*  prevented  our  embracing  fo  favorable  an  op- 
portunity of  making  the  beft  of  our  way  to  thofe 
ports  of  refrefliments  now  not  far  off,  cfpecially 
ai  fomc  fcorbutic  fvmptoms  had  at  length  made 
the?r  appearance.  Six  of  the  crew  were  affeclcd, 
though  not  in  fuch  a  degree  as  to  caufe  confine- 
ment. The  fame  attention  had  been  unremit- 
tingly paid  to  the  preicrvation  of  health  as  on  all 
former  occafions  during  the  voyage,  and  I  was 
unable  to  afcribc  the  appearance  of  this  malady 
to  any  other  caufe  than  the  laborious  exertions 
which  the  nature  of  the  fervice  had  demanded, 
and  the  fcarcitvof  refreflimcnts  we  had  been  en- 
abled  to  procure  in  tt;e  courfe  of  the  fummer. 
The  very  unplcafant  ftate  of  the  ihip  during  the 
late  boiiterous  weather  had  undoubtedly  operated 
in  producing  this  calamity,  by  the  crew   being 
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almoft  continually  wet  with  the  inceflUnt  rains, 
and  from  our  having  ihipped  a  great  quantity  of 
water  which  had  unavoidably  kept  the  Ihip 
damp  in  fpite  of  our  utmoft  endeavors.  The  fa- 
lubrious  qualities  of  the  fourkrout,  though  ferved 
with  the  portable  foup  every  day,  and  boiled  not 
only  in  the  peas  for  dinner,  but  every  morning 
in  the  wheat  for  breakfaft,  ever  fmce  we  had  left 
Nootka,  had  not  averted  the  evil.  On  the  firft 
fyrnptoms  of  the  difeafe,  recourfc  was  immedi- 
ately had  to  the  eiTcnce  of  malt,  with  the  infpif- 
fatcd  juice  of  orange  and  lemon,  which  from 
fome  removed  the  difordcr,  and  checked  its  pro- 
grcfs  in  others,  though  they  flill  continued  to 
labour  under  its  influence. 

We  puriued  our  line  of  dircc^lion  flowly  along 
the  coaft,  owing  to  the  late  baffling  winds  that 
prevailed.  At  noon  the  obiervcd  latitude  was  38" 
48',  longitude  23()"42';  the  foutbcrnmoft  land 
in  fight  bore  by  compafs  S.  67  E. ;  two  fmall 
rocky  iflets  lying  near  the  coaft  N.  7y  E. ;  the 
neareft  fhore  about  two  leagues  diftant ;  and  the 
point  de  Arena  being  nearly  the  northernmoft 
land  in  fight  N.  10  W.  at  the  diltance  of  about 
three  leagues.  According  to  our  obfervations 
this  point  is  fituatcd  in  latitude  38"  50',  longi- 
tude 236'  44';  it  forms  a  confpicuous  mark  on 
the  coaft ;  the  fliores  tc  the  north  of  it  take  a 
diredion  N.  10  W. ;  its  northern  fide  is  com- 
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poled  of  black  rugged  rocks  on  which  the  fea 
breaks  with  great  violence;  to  the  iouth  of  it 
the  coaft  trends  S.  35  E. ;  its  fouthern  fide  is 
compoled  of  low  iandy  or  clayey  cliffs,  remark- 
al>ly  white,  though  interfperfed  with  ftreaks  of  a 
dull  green  colour;    the  country  above  it  rifcs 
with  a  gentle  afccnt,  is  chequered  with  copfes 
of  forcft  trees  and  clcnr  ground,  which  gave  it 
the  appearance  of  being  in  a  high  flate  of  culti- 
vation.    The  laud  further  fouth  is  high,  fteep  to 
the  fca,  and  prcfcnted  a  rude  and  barren  afpeft. 
Our  foundings  were   75  and  70  fathoms.     The 
calm  of  the  afternoon  was  fucceeded  by  a  S.  E. 
wind  and  its  ufuiil  attendant,  a  heavy  rain,  which 
prevented  our  acquiring  any  further  knowledge 
oi'  the  coaft  until  Monday  the   1 2th,  when,  on 
the  return  of  a  favorable  gaJc,  we  Hood  for  the 
land,  which  at  noon  extended  by  compafs  from 
N.   15  W.  to  S.  77  E. ;  the  ncareft  Ihorc  bore 
N.  E.  about  five  leagues  difliant,  latitude  38°  17', 
longitude  230'  5y'.    As  we  approached  the  fliore, 
advancing  to  tlu;  ibuthward,  the  country  becanv; 
nearly  dcftitute  of  wood  and  verdure,  At  lead 
that  [)art  of  it  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fea  (hore, 
which  was  nearly  llraight  and  compad.     Tike 
more  interior  hills,  riiiug  behind  thofc  forming 
the  coaft,  were  tolerably  well  wooded. 

Being  near  the  aiTigned  fituation  of  the  bay  in 

which  Sir  Francis  Drake  anchored,  and  that  of 
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a  port  called  by  the  Spaniards  Bodega,  our  attch- 
tion  was  direded  to  the  appearance  of  a  port  to 
the  eaftward,  for  which  we  immediately  fleered. 
By  fun-fet  we  were  clofe  in  with  the  Ihore,  whick 
extended  froip  N.  W.  by  W-  to  S.  S.  E.  i  E.,  fo 
that  we  were  coniiderably  embayed.     We  were 
now  off  the  northern  point  of  an  inner  bay  that 
feemed  divided  into    two  or  three   arms,    the 
ibundings  had  been  regular  from  40  to  28   fa- 
thoms, the  bottom  a  bed  of  coral  rock,  fand,  and 
ihclls.     Being  anxious  not  to  leave  any  opening 
on  the  coaft  unexammed,  and  as  the  evening  was 
icrcne  and  pleafant,  1  was  induced  to  anchor, 
though  on  a  rocky  bottom,  off  this  point  for  the 
night,  which  bore  by  compafs  from  us  N.  E.  by 
E.  two  miles  diltant,  that  my  dcfign  might  early 
in  the  morning  be  carried  into  execution.     Our 
fituation  here  was  by  no  means  pleafant ;  during 
the  night  two  deep  fea  lines  were  cut  through  by 
the  rocks,  and  at  four  in  the  morning  of  Tuef- 
day  the  1 3th  the  buoy  was  feen  drifting  pad  fliip, 
and  was  proved  to  have  been  fevered  in  the  fame 
way.    Left  the  cable  fliould  fliare  the  fame  fate, 
no  time  was  loft  in  weighing  the  anchor  ;  fortu- 
nately however  the  cable  had  not  received  any 
injury.     A  light  breeze  from  the  land  permitted 
us  to  ftand  acrofs  the  bay,  which  we  foon  dif- 
covered  to  be  port  Bodega  ;  its  north  point  ac- 
cording to  our  obfervations  is  fituated  in  latitude 
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38°  21',  longitude  237'  21'.  Thispointis  formed 
of  low  ftcep  cliffs,  and  when  fcen  from  the  fouth 
has  the  appearance  of  an  inland,  but  is  firmly  con- 
nedled  with  the  main  land.    To  the  caft  the  land 
retires  and  forms  a  fmall  inlet,  apparently  favor- 
able to  anchorage ;  it  has  a  flat  rock  on  which 
the  water  broke  in  its  entrance,  ar;id  has  not  any 
other  vifible  danger  excepting  that  of  being  much 
expoled  to  the  fouth  and  S.  E.  winds.     Not  be- 
ing able  to  fail  into  the  bay,  we  flood  towards  its 
fouth  point,  which  lies  from  the  north  point  S. 
30  E.  at  the  dillance  of  Icvcn   miles.     Within 
thefc  limits  appeared  three  fmall  openings  in  the 
coaft,  one  already  noticed  to  the  eaflward  of  the 
jiorth  point,  the  other  two  immediately  within 
the  fouth  point ;  acrofs  thefe  a  conneded  chain 
>Df  breakers  fcemed   to  extend,  with  three  high 
white  rocks,  which  nearly  blockaded  the  pafTage. 
Although  very  foHcitous  of  gaining  more  intelli- 
f;ence,  this  was  all  tlic  information  I  was  able  to 
procure  of  this  place,  which  required  to  be  mi- 
nutely furvcyed  by  our  boats   before  the  vcfTcl 
ihould   enter ;  the  flate  of  the    weather  was   ill 
calculated  for  fuch  fcrvicc  :  it  was  very  dark  and 
gloomy,  and  the  dcprcfiion  of  the  mercury  in  the 
barometer  indicated  an  {ipproaching  florm.    Our 
foundings  when  under   35   fathoms  were  on  a 
rocky  bottom,  and  confidering  that  any  further 
examination  at  this  time  was  not  important,  I 
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fteercd  along  the  coaft  to  the  fouthward  for  point 
de  los  Rcys,  fo  named  by  the  Spaniards,  which 
at  noon  bore  by  compafs,  S.  22  E.  diftant  about 
two  leagues :  the  latitude  by  an  indifferent  ob- 
fervation,  38*^  7'-    My  apprehenfions  of  bad  wea- 
ther were  not  ill-founded  ;  after  a  few  hours  calm 
we  wnr.   ai,      vifited  by  a  S.  S  F  gale,  attended 
as  before  with  neavy  rain  ;  this  ibon  reduced  u» 
to  clofe-rcefcd  topfails,  and  brought  with   it  ^ 
very  heavy  fea.     Soon  after  midnight  the  wind 
fuddenly  Ihifted  to  the  weftward,  the  fky  became 
clear,   and  we  again  ftcered  for  the  land ;  about 
nine  in  the  morning  of  Wcdnefday  the  1 4th  we 
paiTed  point  de  los  Rcys,  which  I  found  to  be 
fituatcd  in  latitude  33'  o',  longitude  237°  2A\ 
This  is  one  of  the  moft  confpicuous  promonto- 
ries fouthward  of  cape  Flattery,  and  cannot  eafily 
be  miftaken ;  when  fccn  from  the  north,  or  fouth, 
at  the  diltance  of  five  or  fix  leagues,  it  appears 
infular,  owing  to  its  projeding  into  the  fea,  and 
the  land  behind  it  being  lower  than  ufiuil   near 
the  coafl ;  but   the  interior  country  prcferved  a 
more  lofty  appearance,  although  the  mountains 
extended   in  a  dlrcdlon  further  from  the  coait 
than  thofe  we   had   lately  noticed.     From  the 
fouth  point  ot  port  Bodega,  which  is  formed  by 
ftcep  rocky  cliffs  with  fbmc  detached  rocks  lying 
Hear  it,  the  coaft  maizes   a  fiiallow   open  bay, 
which   is   bounded  bv  a  low  /andv   beach  ;  to- 
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tvards  the  S.  E.  part  of  which  the  elevated  land 
of  point  dc  los  iii^}s  again  tDmmenccs,  and 
ftrctciics  like  a  peniiifula  to  the  fouthward  into 
the  ocean,  where  its  higheft  part  terminates  in 
lleep  clifFs,  model atcly  ckvatcd,  and  nearly  per- 
pendicular to  the  fea,  which  beats  againil  them 
with  great  violence.  Southward  of  this  poi^nt  the 
fhore,  compofed  of  low  white  cliiFs,  takes,  fof 
l^out  a  league,  nearly  an  eaftern  dire<Sion,  and 
.  there  forms  the  north  point  of  a  bay  extending 
a  little  diftance  to  the  northward,  which  is  in- 
tirely  open,  and  much  expofed  to  the  ibuth  and 
S.  E.  winds. 

The  eaftern  fide  of  the  bay  i^  alfo  Compofed 
of  white  cliffs,  though  more  elevated.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Spaniards,  this  is  the  bay  in  which  Sif 
Francis  Drake  anchored  ;  however  fafe  he  might 
then  have  found  it,  yet  at  this  feafon  of  the  year 
it  promifed  us  little  flielter  or  fecurity.  The 
wind  blowing;  frcfli  out  of  the  bay  from  the 
N.  N.  W.,  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  lofc  this' 
opportunity  of  proceeding  with  all  dlfpatch  to 
St.  Francifco ;  where  there  was  little  doubt  of  our 
obtaining  a  fupply  of  thofc  rcfrellimcnts  which 
were  now  much  wanted  by  the  whole  crew. 

Off  point  dc  los  Rcys  are  fitua*"^  >  fome  rocks,> 
called  Farellones ;  thole  we  faw  .«^cre  tolerably 
high,  and  appeared  to  be  in  two  diftind  clufters 
of  three  or  four  rocks  each, .  lying  in  a  S.  E.  and 
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N.  W.  dire<Jlion  from  each  other.  The  higheft 
rock  of  the  northernmoft  group  lies  from  the  ex- 
tremity of  point  de  los  Reys,  S.  1 3  W.,  diftant 
14  miles ;  the  fouthernmoft  S.  5  E.,  at  the  dlf* 
tance  of  1 7  miles.  From  unqueftionable  autho-- 
rity  I  learned,  that  a  third  cluftcr  of  rocks,  fcarcely 
above  the  furface  of  the  fea,  lies  12|  miles  diftant 
from  the  above  point  S.  30  W. 

With  a  favorable  gale  and  plcafant  weather 
we  failed,  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  miles, 
along  the  coaft;  which,  from  point  dc  los  Reys 
to  port  Francifco,  takes  a  diredion  S.  02  E.  dif - 
tant  eight  leagues.  At  noon  the  obfervcd  lati- 
tude was  37°  53',  longitude  237"  35';  in  this 
fituation  point  de  los  Reys  bore  by  compafs  N. 
72  W. ;  the  fuppofed  bay  of  Sir  Francis  Drake 
N.  45  W. ;  a  low  fandy  projedlng  point,  off 
which  fome  breakers  extended  nearlv  two  miles 
to  the  E.  S.  E.,  being  our  ncarcll  lliore,  N.  34  W., 
about  a  league  diftant ;  the  fouthcrnmoil  land  in 
fight  S.  E. ;  and  the  fouth-caitcrnmoft  of  the 
Farellones  S.  35  W. ;  to  the  eaftw^.rd  of  the  low 
fandy  projecllng  point,  the  coaft  fuddcniy  rifcs 
in  abrupt  cliffs,  with  very  unequal  furfaces,  pre- 
ienting  a  moft  dreary  and  barren  afpcc^.  A  few 
Icattered  trees  were  Q;rowiny:on  t»lie  more  elevated 
land,  with  fomc  patches  of  dwarf  ffirubs  in  the 
valUes  ;  the  reft  of  the  country  prcfcntcd  either 
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a  furt'icc  of  naked  rocks,  or  a  covering  of  very 
little  verdure. 

We  had  approached,  by  two  In  the  afternoon, 
vithin  a  fmall  diftance  of  the  entrance  into  port 
St.  Francifco,  and  found  a  rapid  tide  fetting 
againft  us ;  the  depth  of  water  regularly  decrcafed 
from  18  to  4  fathoms,  which  appearing  to  be  the 
continuation  of  a  llioal  that  ftretches  from  the 
northern  ihore,  tlicn  diflant  from  us  not  more 
than  a  league,  I  hauled  to  the  S.  W.  in  order  to 
avoid  it,  but  did  not  fucceed  in  reaching  deeper 
water,  as  the  bank  we  were  upon  extended  a  long 
way  in  that  direction,  as  was  evident  from  the 
confuted  breaking  fea  upon  it,  and  the  fmooth 
water  on  either  fide  of  it.  We  therefore  made 
for  the  port,  and  foon  increaled  the  depth  of 
water  to  eight  and  ten  fathoms,  until  we  arrived 
between  the  two  outer  points  of  entrance,  which 
arc  about  two  miles  and  a  half  apart,  and  bear 
from  each  other  N.  loW.  and  S.  loE. ;  here 
we  had  15  and  18  fathoms  water,  and  foon  af- 
terwards we  could  gain  no  founding  with  a  hand- 
line. 

Although  favored  with  a  plcafant  breeze  which 
impelled  us  at  the  rate  of  four  or  five  knots  an 
hour,  it  availed  us  no  more  than  juft  to  prclerve 
our  ftvitif)n  againfl  the  ebb  fetting  out  of  the  port. 
We  did  not  advance  until  four  o  clock,  and  then 
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but  flowly,  through  the  channel  leading  into  this 
fpacious  port;  lying  in  a  diredion  N.  Ol  E.  and 
S.  61  W. ;  it  is  nearly  a  league  in  length,  with 
feme  rocks  and  breakers  lying  at  a  little  diftanc<i 
from  cither  fhorc.    Thofe  on  the  fouthern  fide 
were  furthcft,  detached,  and  mod  confpicuouS) 
cfpccially  one,  about  a  mile  within  the  S.  W. 
point  of  entrance,  which  fcemed  to  admit  of  a 
paflagc  within  it ;  but  we  had  no  opportunity  of 
afcertaining  that  fa<5l,  nor  is  it  of  any  importance 
to  the  navigation,  as  the  main  channel  appeared 
to  be  free  from  any  obftrudion,  and  is  of  fuffi- 
cient  width  for  the  largeft  veiTels  to  turn  in.    Its 
northern  fliorc,  compofed  of  high  deep  rocky 
cliffs,   is  the  boldcft  ;  the  fouthern  fide  is  much 
lower,  though  its  fouth-eaftern  point  is  formed 
of  lleep  rocky  clirfs,  from  the  bafe  of  which  a 
tra<fl  of  fandy  country  commences,  extending  not 
only  along  the  fouthern  iliore  of  the  channel,  and 
fome  diftance  along  the  exterior  coaft  to  the 
fouthward,  but  likewife  to  a  confiderable  height 
on  the  more  elevated  land  that  borders  thereon  ; 
and  interfperfed  with  huge  mafly  rocks  of  diffe- 
rent fizes,  which,    with  the  Farelloncs,   render 
this  point  too  confpicuous  to  be  miftakcn.   Hav- 
ing palTcd  the  inner  points  of  entrance,  we  found 
ourfelves  in  a  very  fpacious  found,  which  had  the 
appearance  of  containing  a  variety  of  as  excellent 
Vol.  II.  E  e  harbours 
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harbours  as  the  known  world  affords.  The  Spa- 
hirti  eftabliflimcnt  being  on  the  fouthern  fide  of 
the  port,  our  courfe  was  dircdled  along  that  ihore, 
with  regular  foundings  froni  nine  to  thirteen  fa- 
thoms. Several  perfons  were  now  feen  on  foot 
and  on  horfcback  coming  to  the  S.  £.  point  above 
njentioncd ;  from  whence  two  guns  were  fired, 
and  anfwered  by  us,  agreeably  to  the  fignal  eftab- 
liflicd  between  Sen'  Quadra  and  myfelf  As 
the  night  foon  clofed  in,  a  fire  was  made  on  the 
beach,  and  other  guns  were  fired ;  but  as  we  did 
not  undcriland  their  meaning,  and  as  the  found- 
ings continued  regular,  we  fteercd  up  the  port, 
imdcr  an  eafy  fail,  in  conilant  cxpedation  of  fee- 
ing the  lights  of  the  town,  off  which  1  purpofcd 
to  anchor :  but  as  thcfc  were  not  difcoverable  at 
eight  at  night,  and  l^eing  then  in  a  fnug  cove, 
intirely  land-locked,  with  fix  fathoms  water  and 
a  clear  bottom,  we  anchored  to  wait  the  return 
of  day.  HM...I 
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